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PREFACE. 

J. HE Robert qf Gloucester ^ mentioTted in the 
printed Life <^ St. Thomas Cantilupe, differ' 
entfram the Author of the Chronicle, aiuievenfrom 
the other Roberts qf Gloucester spoke <^in wty PrC' 
foix to that Chronicle. §. i. Yet he seems to have 
been in the vigour of his Agfiat the time qfthe Ckro- 
nkkr'sDeath. A MistakeofRishopGodmn's.^.n. 
No reason, from the time in which they lived, to 
take Robert of Gloucester the Historian and Robert 
<f Gloucester the Secretan/ to be one and the tame 
person. TTie Historians informer Times were the 
Religious, who qften lost their first Simames, and, 
upon compiling their famous Works, were sirrutmed 
anew fivm the Houses of which they were Mem-' 
bera. ^. iii. Yet there were rather more that re- 
tained tlteir first Simames, qfter they became noted 
for their Writings. John Wethamstede of a greater 
character than Matthew Paris. The Historical 
Passages in Dr. Gasangne's Theological Dictionary 
b 4 should 
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should be published. §. iv. Anwng others that re* 
tain'd their original Sirnanies was Peter Langloft^ 
who, besides his Translation into French Rhythms of 
BosenJiam or Boscam's Life of Thomas d Becket, 
compiled a Chronicle of England in French. §. v. 
Tliis Peter Langioft seems to have died in the begin-- 
ning ofK, Edw. IK« Reign, aruito have been buried 
at Bridlington withmuchsudi anotlier Epitaph as that 
to the memory (j/*Robertus Scriba. § . ▼ i. Were the 
Obituaries, or Obit Books of Bridlington now remain^ 
ing, it is probable something certain about his Death 
might be learned from them. Tlie Diligence of the 
Monks in reg istring. Many old Cliartularies still in 
private hands, that ought to be searched by men of a 
true genius, Tlie Chronicle of England written by . 
Thomas Blount, Esq; §.vii. Notwithstanding the 
French Tongue was so much in vogue in Peter Lang* 
tiffs Time, yet tliere were multitudes besides that 
despised it. The Normans not able utteiiy to extir* 
pate the Saxon Language. Tlie ill Consequencefrom 
the Endeavours that were us^d to that purpose. § . v 1 1 1 , 
Robert qfBrumie one of those that cultivated the En-- 
glish Tongue, and he gaiiwd a great Reputation upon 
that score. This Robert of Brunne lived to a great 
age, tluf the year in which he died doth not yet occur. 
§. IX. He was not descendedfrom the Founder of St. 
Mary Spittle extra Bishop's Gate. His Tramlation 
of Peter de Langtoft had it's intended Effect. Ma- 
7iy Copies of it formerly, tho* it be now scarce. 

The. 



PREFACE. 

The Stories in it us^d in old time instead of Ballads. 
§. X. Bobei't ofBrunne a Man of a facetious merry 
Temper J yet without any Mixture of Immorality. 
The diligence of the Monks of Winchester in olh- 
structing tlie Design of Joan of London. A Passage 
relating to the sedcs stercoraria at Rome from an 
anonymous MS. Autlwr. §. xi. ^Tis impossible to 
give a particular Account of the Life of Robert of 
Brunne. There are Precedents^ as well in ancient . 
as later Times, to justify any one in leaving be/and 
lUm Memoirs of his own Life. Dr. WaVis left some 
particulars of this nature. ThcD'': Memorandum at 
the Beginning of a Book {in the Bodleian Library) 
containing many Things that he deciphered. §. xii. 
If Robert of Brunne had any Epitaph, it seems to 
have been short, agreeable to those times, and to be 
now irretrievable . § . x 1 1 1 . Peter Langtoft's Origin 
nal, as well as Robert of Brunne' s EngUsh Work, 
consist^ of two Parts, the first Pan of which is 
here omitted, as containing nothing but Geffry qf 
Monmouth. A Passage out of RastdlVs C/ironicle 
about Stone^henge. § . x i v. T/te exactness made use 
of in publislnng this piece of arwient History. To 
gratify some Readers, several Spceimens of tlie 
French are also made publick with it. §. x v. And, 
for further Satisfaction^ the Conclusion of the French 
MS. that belongs to tlie Heralds Office, is liere in^ 
serted in this Preface. §. xvi. Out of which MS. 
iV here likezvise published a Note concerning Hugo 

Car- 
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CardiiuHs: Actor for ttuctor in many MSS. 7%e 
Author qf liber festtTalts or festialis. ARanark 
rdatmgio St. Wenefride. $. xtii. Manj/ Hungs 
in this Otnmicle, (hat are d^eraUfrom-what is re- 
l^edhy oilier HkUnians.^. xviii. Some of vihUh 
are/iere enumerated. $. xix. Inlieu qf the first Part 
of Robert of Rrumte, several Things are here pu- 
hUt^ted of grecoer uae and service. An account qf 
JMr. Andrew PasduU. A Note about Mr. John 
Gibbon's MSS. Peters in the Heraids Office. A 
short Account (ffDr. Waller Charleton. An Inter- 
polaiion in Camden, which Mr. Webb did not disco- 
Txr to be suck. A Passage relating to Stone^henge 
from Mr. Camden's MS. Suftplemcnt in tJu hands 
of ilie publislier,^. xx. Stotie-henge perhaps a Bri- 
tish Monument, notwithstanding it tnight lurve been 
aRomtm Work. Mr. Camden's Approbation of, and 
Assistance in. Dr. Holland's Additions, may justify 
such as cite them for Mr. Camden's own. ^. xxi. 



The Rob«rt of 

Gloucester, men. $.1. yufg^y UST after I had 

tioDediQ the print- l^BtK published Robert 

«d Life of St. ^*v*^WTff 

ThomuCsntUupe, ^f^S!^^ °^ Glouce8ter> I 

ShTr' ^of" S^ ^aWi§ *■*** *''^ ^""^ ''°'" 

Chronicle, and T^Mi^^Jfi^Sr tune to see and 

other Roberts of converse with a learned, modest and ho- 
Glouceiter (poke oest Friend of Hereford-shire, ( the same, 
touit^hrLTdTl'awn'th't'be.ideshisothergreatasBiBt- 

BDCe 
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Euce' ia the Work^ drew up the Indexes to 
thecelebrated Dr. Hickes's Thesaurus Lingaarvm 
Septentrionalium, and is so excellently well qua- 
lify 'd to compile the Antiquities of that Coun* 
ty *, about which he hath many curious Mate- 
rials) at which time he was pleased to lend me 
the Life' of St. Thomas Cantilupe Bishop of 
Her^ford^ which tho' a printed Book^ yet is 
very rare and seldom to be seen^ as many Books 
of the same kind are also very scarce^ and^ 
therefore, greedily and industriously pick'd up 
by such curious Collectors as was the famous 
Mr. Richard Smithy that writ about Christ's 
Descent into Hell^ and collected most of his 
Rarities^ out of the Library of H. Dyson^ a 
person of a very strange^ prying and inquisi- 
tive genius in the matter of Books^ as may ap-« 
pear from many Libraries^ there being ^ Books^ 
(chiefly in old English) almost in every Libra- 



' See the General Preface 
to Dr. Hickes'8 ThaauruSy 
p. V. * Vide Praef. ad Lelan- 
di Coll. §. 10. slntit'led, 
The Life and Ge$t$ of S. 
T*homaB Cantilupe Bishop of 
Hereford and iome time be^ 
fore L. Chancellor of Eng* 
land. Extracted out of the 
authentique Records of his 
Canonization as to the maine 
portj AnonjfmuSj Matt, 
Paris^ Capgravej. Harpsfeldy 
and others. Collected by 
R.S.S.J. At Gani, Print. 



ed by Robert Walker^ at 
the Sign of the Annunda. 
tion of our B. Ladif» 1674. 
8vo. ♦ See pag. 371, 372. 
alias p. 401, 402. or the last 
leaf lave one of his Auction 
Catalogne. s So in a MS. 
Note, written by my verj 
learned Friend Mr. Thomas 
3aker. B. D. of St John's- 
Coll. in Cambr. at the be- 
ginning of my Copy of Mr. 
Smith's Auction Catalogue, 
which was given me by the 
said Mr. Baker. 
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Tj, that have beloog'd to him^ Ti^ith his name 
upon them. I perus'd and read over this Life 
of Cantilupe with some considerable pleasure 
and attention^ there being many things in it 
bandied in a true rational way, such as be- 
comes a Christian Historian. But the main 
reason of my speaking of it now is^ upon ac- 
count of the Author's mentioning' a Robert 
of Gloucester^ that was Secretary to the said 
venerable and most holy Bishop at the time 
of the Bishop's Deaths and was afterwards 
Chancellor of Hereford. At first one would 
think, that this Robert of Gloucester (whom 
the Writer of the Life met with in the very 
Process of his Canonization) was the Au- 
thor of the Chronicle that bears his name, 
but, upon a serious and deliberate consideration 
of the matter, I conclude him to be a quite 
different person, and even different also from 
all the Roberts of Gloucester, that I have men- 
tioned in my Preface * to that Work. Neither 
is it likely, that, had the Secretary been the 
Author, he would have passed over in si- 
lence his holy Master's Life, and not brought 
the thread of his History down to that Pe- 
riod, and given a very distinct and particular 
Account of the Acts of so worthy, religious 
and conscientious a Prelate, who equall'd in 

' See this life, pag. 195, 6fc. ^ §• zxit. 

the 
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the great Sanctity and Severity of his Life^ and 
in the exercise of all virtuous and religious 
Duties^ many of the most eminent of the pri- 
mitive Christians. 
§• II. It must^ indeed, be granted^ Yet he seems to 

that there viras so little difference virith vigour of his Age 
respect to the time, in virhich these two ^ ^^ *>me of the 
Roberts (the Historian andtheSecre- a Mistake of BU 
taiy) flourished, that the Secretary «^op Godwin's, 
seems to have been in fais full vigour when the 
other died, which was, as I take it', some lit- 
tle time after the VI^. year of K. Edward the 
First's Reign, which could not, therefore, be 
long before the Death of Bishop Cantilupe, who 
was consecrated * in Christ Church Canterbury 
anno Christi, 1275. and of his Age about 56, and 
was cut off by a Feaver i, in the 63^. year of his 
Age, at, or rather near to, a Place known bjr 
the name of Monte Fiaeone near Florence, on 
the 25^. ^ of August^ thou^ his Festivity were 
kept on the 2^. ^ of October. This I note the 
rather, because, tho' Bishop Godwin ^ be right 
with respect to the time of his Death, yet he is 



■ See mj Preface to Rob. of 
Gloucester's Chron. §.XVII. 
* So the Lifb, Chap. XI. p. 
120. slbid.Chap.XVII.p. 
190. 4 Ibid. p. 195. 5 So ID 
that most rare printed Book, 
call'd the Missal of Hereford; 



whereof I have a Cop^r in VeL 
iQm, in which also his Death 
(called there depositioYismaAe 
to happen on the 25th of Au- 
gust, or the day after St. Bar. 
tholomew's. ^ De PnesuJib. 
Angl. p. 537. 

mistakea 
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mistaken in wying % it was at Civtta Vecchi, and 
in his way to Rome, whereas it was really * in 
his way from Rome (after he had happily gain- 
ed the Point he went thither for) and at the 
Place I have assigned. Nor does Matthew West^ 
minster ', notwithstanding what Godwin says ^ 
inform us^ that his Death happened as he was 
going to Rome ; which particular is so much 
the more worthy of notice^ because it would 
otherwise take away that part of the honour 
which is due to the Bishop^ for accomplishing a 
noble Action in behalf of the Rights of the 
Church of Hereford^ against . John Peckham 
Archbishop of Canterbury, a business, I be- 
lieve, that no one could have carried with the 
Pope, but one of Cantilupe's extraordinary 
Piety, Sincerity, and Learning. 
Noreason,froiiiths ^. m. I am aware^ that from what 

tliD6 in which they 

iWed, to take Ro. I have said about th* Age of the Hi- 
bertofGloacMter gtorian and the Secretary, it will be 

the Histonftn and • ^ « 

Robert ofGlouce. mferr'd by some, that they were one 
itertheSemtaryto g^d the same person. But, unless I 

beoneandthesame '^ 

PenoQ« The His. am much mistaken, they will be pre- 

ligions, who often they have impartially considered, that 
lost their first Sir. ^^ original Sirname * of the Histo- 



' Ibid. * Of which the 
Author of liis Life mentions 
nndenvable Proofs, pag. 195. 
s See his Chron. nab an. m. 



ocLxzxTii. 4 P. 637. ' See 
my Preface to Rob. of Giouc. 

§. XJUT. 
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rian is at present unknown to us, not- names, and, upon 
withstanding I do not doubt but the mou8wlfrks,were 
Secretary mieht have his even from «iraamed anew 

., ^. /• , . , ^ rvii ^«r -x from the Houses of 

the time of his Infancy. The Writers which they were 
of History in those times (to say no- Members, 
thing of other Authors ) were the Religious, and 
when they became famous that way, they often 
lost their first Sirnames, and received new ones 
from th^ respective religious Houses of which 
they were Members. Hence William of Malm- 
esbury' (whose true Simame, it seems, was So- 
merset*) and Matthew of Westminsters (com- 
monly called^ F/brJZ(?gu^ from the Title ^ of his 
Work, ) to say nothing of GiMidmiis Uevhrigetir 
m (whose true Simame was Petyt ^) were thus 
denominated from their Monasteries, after they 
became eminent in History. So also John 
of Glastonbury was so named upon account 
of the History or Chronicle of Glastonbury, 



' Lelandus deScriptorib. p. 
195. Item Lelandi Coll. Vol. 
II.p. 303. Pitseusdeillustrib. 
Angliae Scriptorib. p. 208. 
GuiL Cavei Hist. Lit. p. 577. 
Genev. 1720. ' Fitseas ibid. 
Thorns Galei Praef. ad XV. 
Scriptores Oxonice 1691. fol. 
Henrici Whart oi Praef. ad 
Vol. II. AnglicB Sacra f p. I. 
Ger. J. Vossius de Historicis 
Lat. p. 389. Lug. B. cia. 
Bcxxvii. i Joannis Joscelini 



Catalogns eorum, qui scripse* 
runt historiam gentis Anglo, 
rum, & ubi extant. Ad cal* 
cem Robert! de Aresbury i 
nobis editi* p. 292. Append, 
ad Guil. Cavei Hist. Lit* p. 
50. Ed. Gen. 4 Pitseus de 
Scriptorib. p. 518. Vossius 
de Hist. Lat. jp. 491. s L e. 
Flora Hisioriarum, ^ De 
quo fusissime ad initium edit!. 
onis nostrse hujus Guilielmly 
quam videsis. 

of 
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of which he was a Confrere and Monk % M< 
himself hath assured us in the Prologue to that 
useful! and excellent Work^ which was neyet 
yet printed^ tho' some things have been ex- 
tracted from it bj Mr. Dodsworth^ and are 
published in the beginning of the Monasticon 
Anglicanum *. Now had Robert of Gloucester 
the Secretary been as famous as Robert of 
Gloucester the Historian^ the better to distin* 
guish the one from the other^ it would have 
been proper^ to have stiied the latter^ Robert Hit 
Monk of Gloucester, and the former barely Robert 
of Gloucester. But as it happened^ there was no 
occasion for that nicety^ since the Secretary^ 
(however, after his Master's Death, Chancel- 
lour of Hereford^ tho' the published Fasti ' do 
not mention him as such) was not celebrated 
upon account either of his writings, or any 
other great Undertakings that might render 
his name famous to Posterity. 
Yet there were ra. §. IV. But now tho' there were so 

ther more that re- j.u j. i a ^i^ • • • i o • 

tain'dtheirfirstSir. n^a^J t^at lost their original Sirnaraes 



' Johannet abjectissimut 
Sf humilimui eyuidem vencm 
rabilts loci [monasterii scili- 
cet Glastoniensis] indignus 
confrater Sf monachus, id 
quod de se ipso testatur do. 
ster Johannes, quemadmodum 
k Codice colligo ezimio penes 
nobilissiranmDominum, Care 
lamDomlnum Bruce, quimiJu 



peiquam benevoYe mutuo de- 
dit £t quidem jam alibi mo. 
nui, Johannem hunc operii 
esse auctorem. Vide Lelan- 
di Coll. Vol. VI. p. 97. 
*Vol. I. p. 1, &c. »Vide 
Fastos EcclesiaB Anglicanae 
per Johannem Le Neve, 
p. 116. nbi de Roberto nostro 
ne Terbum* 

after 
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liftfer they became noted for their names, after they 

--- . . , ^, ^, J became noted for 

Writings^ yet there were others, and their Writing!, 
those too as famous, and as many, yea JohnWethamstede 

, . ,, , "^ . , of a greater cha- 

roore, that retain d them, not with- racier than Mat. 
standinir the Characters they had esta- i^f^ ?*7'* '^^^ 

1.1- u J r ^u x%r %. '\ A u HistoricalPassagci 

bushed for the Works compiled by inDr.Gascoigne's 
them. Matthew Paris was Author of Theological Dicti. 

onary should ba 

a very noble History^ in which he took published. 
in what Roger Wendover had done before 
him % tho' others say 'tis all the genuine Work 
of Matthew Paris *. Yet the great Abbey, of 
which he was Monk, did not take away from 
his primitive Sirname. Neither indeed did John 
Whethamstede, or Wethamstede, alias Bostok '^ 
(stiled in Latin Joannes Frumentarms, or Joan-- 
nes de loco Frumenii) loose his first Sirname, al* 
tho' he was even of greater note than Mat- 
thew Paris, as he was a great Writer ^ and a 
great Benefactor to the Abbey of St. Alban^ 



•VideGuil. Watsii Prafa- 
tionem ad Ed. suam Matthaei 
Parisiensis ; uti etiam v. cl. Jo- 
annis Seldeni (nam is collegit 
scripsitque, quamvisnon ob. 
servaTerit Antonias i Wood) 
testimonia (cum notis) de eo. 
dem Parisiensi ad initium Edi. 
tionis Watsianas. ^Nicolson's 
Engl. Historical Library, p. 
02. Ed. fol. 3 Lelandi Coll. 
Vol. VI. p. 278. *Baleu8 
de Scriptorib. Majoris Brit. 
4to. fol. 200. b. Pitseus. p. 

VoL I. ' 



631. sLelandiColl.Vol.VI. 
p. 135. Acta Joannis Whe- 
thamsted, Abbatis monasterii 
S. Albani, per Joannem Ag. 
mundishamensem, Monachum 
S. Albani) per singulos annos 
ipsius regiminis, MS. in Bibl. 
Cott. Claud. D. I. 2. See 
also another MS in the said 
Cottonian Library (Otho B. 
IV.) containing abundance of 
curious Things relating to 
Whethamstede, as they are 
specified by my late Tery 
c learned 
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of which he ^asat leogth Abbat^ whereas M at<- 
thew Paris was only a Monk of it. But how 
does it appear^ that this Wethamstede was as 
celebrated a Writer as Paris? He is certainly 
characteriz'd as such. His Works were of more 
general learnings which shew him^ therefore^ 
to have been a more general Scholar. He was 
in great Reputation among all good and learn- 
ed men. He was honoured by Humphrey Duke 
of Gloucester % that religious^ good and learn- 
ed Prince, whose* Hand writing I us'd, when- 
CTcr I saw it in the Bodleian Library (where 
it occurs several times) to shew a sort of par- 
ticular respect to, as some little Remains of a 
truly great Man, one that was both a Scholar 
himself and the chiefest Promoter of Learn- 
ing and Scholars at that time, by condescend- 
ing to whose Death his Nephew K. Henry VP. 
(otherwise generally esteemed for a gentle and 
innocent Prince ) drew on himself and this King- 
dom ( if the Observation of a very wise Histo- 
rian* may be regarded) the greatest joynt- 
losse and dishonour, that ever it sustained since 
the Norman Conquest. Nor do I take We- 
thamstede to have been a worse Historian than 



learned Friend Dr. Thomas 
Smith in pag. 70. of bis Catai. 
logne. ' Lelandus de Scripto- 
rib. Brit. p. 437. Baleui Ed. 



4to. fol. 200. b. Htseos, p 
630. * Sir Walter Raleigh's 
Preface to bb Hi$i. of the 
World. 

Paris, 
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Paris^ tho' be did not confine himself so closely 
to the Affairs of this Kingdom. His Granary, 
as it is a Proof of his extraordinary Diligence, 
so 'tis, ^ithall, an Instance (and that too a 
very noble one) of his Abilities in History. 
There are Remains of it in many Places. . 
Some I have seen, and often consulted, former- 
ly in thet Bodleian Library. The most mate- 
rial Historical Passages, especially such as con* 
cern our own Affairs, (particularly iho^t de virts 
itttutribus, which Leland ' admired ) should he 
extracted by those, that have the best oppor- 
tunity of doing it, and made publick, as should 
likewise those in Dr.Gascoigne's Theological Dio 
Honary in Lincoln-College Library ( as was many 
years ago noted by Dr. Gerard Langbaine*) 
a Speciifien of which I have lately given in^the 
Antiquities of Glastonbury ', written by a very 
worthy and pious Gentleman ^ who had he 
lived to improve the Book as he designed, would 
have iariched and adorned it with abundance 
of other very curious Remarks and Observa- 
tions, such as Men of his genius are capable of 
making, whenever they employ themselves up- 



' LelanduB de Scriptorib. p. 
437. * See a Letter of his to 
Mr. Selden, that I haye pub- 
lilhed in Leland^s Coll. Vol. 



V. p. 287. ' Pag. 290. 4 Vide 
Pra*r. adHemingi Chartala. 
rium Ecclesice Wig. §. I. 

c 3 on 
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on Subjects^ to the Study of which thej are 
naturally inclined. 
Among others that § y. But 'twill be endless here to 

retain'd their ori- , . , /< i i 

giDalSimameswas multiply Instances ot such as have re^ 
P«ter Langtoft, ja^j^.^ ^^^1^ Si rnames after their be- 

"who, besides his , . n »_ 

Translation inta Coming noted Writers. They will be 
French Rhythms obvious enough to such as deal in 

of Bosenham or ^ 

Boscam's Life of Antic^uity. Waving, therefore, others,. I 

Thomas i Becket, ^^ttiW mention only one more, which in- 
compiled a Cnro- -^ ^ 

nicle of England deed is more material than any other I 
in French. either have named or can name, and that 

is Peter Langtoft, or Peter de Langtoft, the 
Person that hath occasioned this present un- 
dertaking of mine. He was so called from 
Langtoft in Yorkshire, and was not, as sonra 
have thought ', a Frenchman by birth, not* 
withstanding his being so very well vers'd in 
the French Language, that was in his time so 
much in vogue both at Court and elsewhere, 
especially among Lawyers and great Scholars, 
a thing which King James the I. look'd upon 
as of no true Advantage to Britain \ It does 
not appear to me, how he was originally edu- 
cated ; but without question, there was no- 
thing wanting, that might render him a com- 
pleat Scholar, as well as a Man of honesty and 
good Morals. After he had obtained a good 

' See the Appendix to this Preface, N4im. I. * See The 
Royal Law by Richard Ebume, p. 40. 

fair 
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&ir Character, he became a Canon Regular * 
of the Order of St. Austin at Bridlington, or 
BreHington', a Priory of Black Canons in York- 
shire, founded by Walter de Gant, (temp. Hen. 
I. ) and dedicated to S. Mary and S. Nicholas** 
He was a person naturally addicted to History 
and Poetry, and spent a good deal of his time 
that way; insomuch that, besides his Transla- 
tion out of the Latin Tongue into French 
Rhythms of Herebert Bosenham, Boscam, or 
Hoscham's * Life of Thomas 4 Becket, he com- 
pird in French a Chronicle of England^ writ- 
ten in Rbytbem, and is preserv'd still in several 
Librariea. 

§. VI. The Author begins this Hi- ThisEeterLangtoft 
. A, At r\ ' ' 1 £* Ai^ Ti ' seems to have died 

Story at the very Original of the Bri- in the beginning of 
tains, even as eajrly as the Trojans, in K.Edw.Il*»Reign, 

.1 xi- J **M^ ^ have been 

the same manner as many others do, bjiried at Bridling, 

that have no better Vouchers than the ton wiUimach such 

old Brittish Historian (and I look upon that to the memory 

him as good* as those dark Times can ^^^obertusScribtu 



' See the Appendix to this 
Preface, Num. 1. II. 111. 
'Lelandi Coll. Vol. III. p. 
363. ^ Lelandi Coll. Vol. I. p. 
123. & Vol. lV.p.35. Tanner's 
Notitia Monastica, pag. 252.4 
Nicolson's Eng.Hlst. Library, 
p. 112, 1 13, Fol. 5See the Ap- 
pendix, Num.I.II.in.IV.^For 
which reason Geffry of Mon. 
'mouth (who took from him) 



hath been yindicated by many 
great men; and among others, 
that used to speak well of him, 
was the learned Mr. Thomas 
Thompson, Rector of Montgo. 
mery, in the Year 1 628. as I 
find by the following Purticu. 
lars, ^hat I haYe entered at pag. 
86. of Vol. 103. of my MSS. 
Collections : '*Mr. Brome [of 
'^Ewithington, near Hereford] 
c 3 «< hatk 
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produce) from whom ' first Alfred of Beverley,; 
and afterwards GefiVj of Monmouth (tho' Mr. 
Dodwell was not sufficiently aware of this ' ) 
took their Histories. He brings the Story 
down to the end of the Reign of K. Edward 
the first after the Conquest; but carrying it no 
lower^ I take it for granted^ that he died to* 
wards the beginning of the Reign of K. Ed- 
ward II. but in what Year^ or in what Place, it 
was that he finished his days, I cannot pre* 
tend to determine, unless I could meet with 
some good Authority on which to ground an 



** hath got GyriUduiCambren^ 
« w of Dr. Powell's Edition, 
^' with Ponticus Virunniut at 






^ die beginning, ti the end of 
^^ rnhxchPonticusVirunniui is 
(<the following MS. Note : 

'< Legi, nee video qua ratiane improhetur kite historia, cum 
nil sapiai, quod mm sit 4* probabile if possibile, non obitanti* 
businvidiosii itlis pseudepif^aphisprolatis i^ Poiydor Voirgilio 
*' 4* Guilietmo Cambdeno, Viris nlioquin apprime doctissimis : 
*' uti sentio Ego Dei servus huniilimus his in studiis d pueritia 
** versaius, 

** Thomai Thompson, Hector Eccl, parochialis de 
*' Montgomeria, 20o. Febr, I628». 

'' Immediately after which is a spare Leaf, on the back 
^< tide of which is this MS. Note in another hand. 

" The beginning qfthe Giralds/amify in Ireland, was from 
*' one Giraidf which took to xpife Nesta, Sister to Gntffin the 
" prince, qf vahom he begate a goodly faire progeny, from 
" whom descended Giraldus Cambrensis. Cambden : "Britan : 
'* in Pemhroksh : 65?. P. 

*' Giraldus Cambrens : was Archdeacon qfBrechnock : above 
400 yeeres since. Cambden : in Brechnoeksh : p. 627. 

^ Vide Praef. nostram ad Aluredum Be?. ^. VII. * Ex. 
ercit i% JStatiB PhalMdif, p. %5. 

Aiser^ 
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Assertion. lam, howeyeir, of opinion, that he 
coiititiued Canon of Bridlington till the time 
of his Death, and that he was buried in the 
Priory, with some short Epitaph upon him, 
much such another as that to the memory of 
Robertas Scriba, or Robert the Scribe ( so sirnamed 
from the many great Works, that were writ- 
ten and compiled by him' ) wfao was the fourth 
Prior of Bridlington, and, upon bis Deaths was 
buried in the Cloyster just before the Chapter-^ 
House Door with this Inscription, as we are 
assured by Leland^ who saw it, at the same . 
time that he curiously look*d over his Writings, 
as they were then preserved in the Priory Li** 
brary: Robertus Scriba, quartus Prior; or, as 
Leland gives it elsewhere ', ROBERTUS, 
COGNOMENTO SCRIBA, QUARTUS 
PRIOR. 

r \Tww ¥x • X X 11 • 1. 1.1 Were the Obitut 

§. VII. It IS not at all improbable, ^es orObitBook 

but, if there be any of the Obit Books ofBridikifioiino^ 

of the Priory of Bridlington now in ubf^^'^Jmethi^ 

beins:, upon a due Search, some note c«rtaiQ about hit 

' ?\ If J !_ X .1 ... I>eath mi«h* ^ 

might be found about the exact time, learned fromthem. 
when Peter de Langtoft died; For the The dUigence of 

, . . , the Monks in re« 

Monks were exact in their Registring gistring. Many 
thinfi:s of this nature, as may appear e- ®*jf. Chartularies 

^ ^ rr j^ji j^ pntate 

^ . - - - f 



' Lelandus de Scriptorib. 
p.202.Fitfeu8»p.2i2. ^Coll. 
Vol. IV. p.36. VideetiamFit. 



seum, p. 243. * De Scripto- 
rib. Brit. p. 263. 

ft 

c 4 ven 
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bands, that ought yen from the Obituaries^ or Obit Bookgj 

men of a true sL *^*' ^ ha,ve seen, particularly one ' that 

nius. The Chroni. helonfic'd to Eovesham Abbey. They ex- 

cleofEnglandwrit. . ° . ^ i ^ u ^i. 

ten by Thomas ceeded, m many respects, what hath 
Blount, Esq;. been done since the Reformation, not-» 

^withstanding the strict Injunctions and Orders 
for keeping true and accurate Registers. Men 
pf distinction and character were then appointed 
for looking after such things. They did not 
commit such kind of business to an illitterate 
common person, no more than they did the care 
of their Chartularies, in many of which too 
Notes may be occasionally found, immediately 
relating to the great and famous Men of those 
Times, such as would be of very good use to 
those that are concerned about our ancient 
Worthies. But what advantage then, it will 
be ask'd, will this be of, if, after abundance of 
time spent in searching, nothing of moment 
should occur^ directly belonging to the subject 
which gave occasion to the Searches ? Or what 
Compensation will be made for so much pains, 
find the laying out so qiuch time upon dry In- 
quiries ? In answer to which it must be noted, 
that none but persons, naturally inclined to 
these Studies, should be ifnploy 'd in searching. 



I Cujus apographum penes 
se habet antiquarius amicissi- 
|p^ do^tissimusq; Ricbardus 



Grayes, de Mickleton in agro 
Gloucestriensi^ armiger. 



PREFACE. *xxvii 

who if thej do not meet \vith much about the 
Lives and Deaths of eminent Men^ besides 
what is already known^ will^ nevertheless^ find 
a vast deal about our Monasteries and our an- 
cient History not yet divulged^ which as it 
will prove of unspeakable satisfaction to them- 
selves (for no Study can be more pleasant to 
Persons of a genius than that of our National 
History and Antiquities) so it cannot but be of 
wonderful service to the Publick. The single 
Chartulary of the Church of Worcester, that I 
lately published, is an undenyable Proof of this. 
And that there are many Chartularies, very 
little known,, in private hands, is, I think, 
agreed, amongst all. We only want the bene- 
fit of them, by having persons of a genius im- 
ploy'd to turn them to publick Use. Thomas 
Blount, of Orleton in Herefordshire, Esq.; was 
extremely curious this way, and in the year 
1669, he met with a Chartulary of the Priory 
pf Leominster, in that County, with some other 
choice Antiquities, in the hands of a Friend 
of his '. I do not know, that there hath been 
as yet any publick use made of this Chartula- 
ry, but, without doubt, Mr. Blount read it all 
over, and ej^tracted many things out of it, some 
of which, perhaps, he might have in his Eye, 

' In quod de seipso testatur j nium & Wood scriptis, quas in 
Ifi lltteris quibusdam ad Anto- 1 Musio Ashmoliano, perlegi. 

(not 
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^ * ■ 

(not only in his Antiquities of Hertfordshire, m 
Book never jet printed \ but) in the Chronicle 
of England that he compiled^ a Work in ^hich, 
I am informed, he inserted many Things about 
our Religious Houses, and the Sacrilegious De- 
struction of them (what the Clergy and (he 
Poor ought to lament*) that was made by K. 
Henry YIII. of iivhpm a very faitbfull and ju- 
dicious Historian writes^ among other remark- 
able Particulars, that if all the Pictures and 
Patterns of a merciless Prince were lost in the 
World, they might all again be painted to the 
Life, out of the Story of this King '. But, it 
seems, this Chronicle was never yet printed; 
nor do I exactly know where it now is, tho' 
some Extracts ^ from it were, a few years since, 
in the Hands of a late ingenious Friend : of 
which Extracts,' as well as of many other cu- 
rious Things^ I should have had a free use, 
had he lived longer, he being sollicitous for me 
to go to his Seat, and to peruse whatever he had 
concerning pur History and Antiquities. 
NotwitlittaDding J. VIII. I have observed above, that 

Ji^Tut IB^T- th^ F'^°-»^ Tongue was much in vogue 
|n Peter Ungtoft'8 in the time of Peter Langtoft. Yet 

wm miUatades be- notwithstanding this there were very 



> C9II. nostr. MSS. y ol. 94. 
p. 136. ^ Richard Ebume's 



ter Raleigh's Preface to bit Hi- 
itorj of the World. 4 Coll. 
fto^al Law, p. 44. ' Sir Wal-; oostr.MSS.yol.68.|>.61. H. V. 

many 
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many exquisite Scholars^ that had a tides that despiswl 

/ - t ^ >i • a- **• TheNormtni 

particular regard to their own native not able utterly to 
Tongue^ and as for the inferior and cxtirpateth^axoa 

more illitterate sort of peoples they CoD^quence fron 
wholly despised the French Language. theEndeaTourt^ 
And 'twas a piece of great wisdome purpose. 
to do so. The uitfoduction of the French 
Tongue was of very great disadvantage. It 
brought a disuse of the Scriptures, which hay* 
ingbeen translated into Sazon> were common- 
ly read among the Vulgar, as well as others, 
(that did not understand the Originals^) 'till 
after the Normans came among us> :who did 
all they could possibly to destroy every things 
that look'd like Saxon; and yet they were not 
able to bring their ill design to perfection. . The 
Saxon Princes and great Men had granted abun- 
dance of Charters in their own Language. These 
(notwithstanding some, tho* a very few, have 
been suspected* ) were look'd upon as.genuine 
and authentiek. Extraordinary care, therefore^ 
was to be us'd in preserving them. Great Immu- 
nities and Privileges depended thereupon. The 
Monks knew this very well. They, therefore, 
imploy'd.all their Skill in securing them from^ 
a People, that was as diligent to destroy them, 
as the Rebells of Somersetshire were in 1685>« 



* Rob. of Gloucester's 
Chron.p.364. ^Henr.Whar. 



Sacr. p.m. ' H.Whartoni 
Prof, ad P^xi L Angl. Sacr^ 



^QOf Przf. andPart. II. Angl. p. X 11. 

to 
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to destroy very many ancient Writings, that 
belong'd to the Church of Wells. This being 
so^ we may fairly conclude, that the ignorance^ 
which appeared after the Conquest, was owing 
to a Conflux of Forreigners, that were against 
that very Language, in which were written 
great Numbers of excellent Books, among 
which were the Scriptures, that were after- 
wards very diligently kept from the knowledge 
of the vulgar, and all others, that were not 
acquainted with the Originals. This was of 
dismal Consequence, as will 1>e readily own*d 
by those, that consider, that the Saxon Ver- 
sion of the Scriptures was excellent, < and the 
Words very significant, as. will sufficiently ap- 
pear to< such, ■ as shidl consult what MSS. are 
remaining, relating to it, even to this day, or 
if they do not have recourse to the MSS. (one 
of which is the ancient Rusfaworth one in the 
Bodleian Archives) they may be fully satisfied 
of the truth of it, from the Saxon Gospels^ 
first printed by Mr. Fox, and afterwards, more 
. correctly, by Dr. Marshall, to say nothing of 
. some other printed Books. John Wicklifi* and 
, ethers had weigh'd this matter well, and upon 
that account partly they set upon another Vcr- 
. sion, agreeable to the Language in use in their 
own Times, and were very industrious in di- 
yulgjngjt, which is the reason that we have 

so 
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so many MSS. of it at this time, in which ma- 
ny Words appear, that are originally Saxon^ 
and, therefore, it would be proper for any> 
that shall read over one Version, to com- 
pare it with the other, by which they will the 
more readily perceive and find out, the Alter- 
ations that have crept into the old Saxon 
Tongue. 

§. IX. Among such as were concerned Robert of Brunne 
for cultivating the English Tongue, Ro- cultivated the En- 
bert of Brunne is deservedly to be rec- g'*®** Tongue, and 

. . ^ ^^ gained a great 

koned, he bemg the very person, to R«puution upon 
whom we owe that Piece of obsolete [hatgcore.ThisRo. 

_ _._ ,- , .i-ijTT bertofBrunnelived 

English, that is now here published. He to agreatage, tho* 
was well apprized of the Credit, that jhe year in whick 

Peter Langtoft's Chronicle had obtain- yet occvr. 
ed: but then being written in French, it was far 
from being of general use in England. Upon 
which he was importuned to translate it into 
English for the sake of such, as did not under- 
stand either Latin or French. I say importuned, 
because himself hath assured ' us, that he was 
requested to do it. Nor is there any wonder, 
that he should be pitched upon above any other, 
since he had, many years before, obtained a 
very great character for several Rhythmical 
Translations that he made, one of which waa 



♦ See his Prologue de Ilistoria BrUannice, in the Appen. 
dix to this Preface, Num. V. 

Ro* 
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Robert Grostbead's ^antttl Be l^tt^t, heguit 
by him in the jear 1305. 13. Edw. I. about 
four jearg before he feasted (upon account of 
lome honour done him) and made Obserya- 
tions at Cambridge '. An excellent Copy of 
the said 90amtl tit l&tt^ts as translated by 
Robert of Bmnne^ is in the Harleyan Libra- 
ry*, as there is another in the Bodleian*, in 
which are some other Things probably to be 
ascribed to him. The true Sirname of this 
great Man was Mannyng^ but being (as I 
believe at present) born at Malton in York* 
shire, he was from thence frequently call'd Ro- 
bert of Malton '• He liyed ^ for some time in 
the House of Sixhill, Sizill, Syzille or Sixle, a 
Gilbertine Priory in Lincolnshire, founded by 
one Greslei, or Grelie, in the time of King 
John, and dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Ma- 
ry^. Hence 'tis, that he afterwards expressed 
himself so hearty a Friend ' to the Gilbertine 
or Sempringham Order. After he had left 
Sixhill, he became a Canon of Brunne^ or 



. ' See below in this Chroni-lsaiy to that Work^ p* 706. 
cle, p. 337, * See my Preface I s Se« the Appendix to thisPref. 



to Robiof Gloucester's Chron. 
§xiii. >CataI. MSS.inBibl. 
Bodl. n. 9313. 4 See the Ap, 
pendix to this Preface, Num. 
V. Also my Preface to Rob. of 



Num. y. and my Glossary ta 
Rob. of Glouc. loc cit ^Ibid* 
7 Mon.Angl.Tom. II. p. 810. 
Tanner's Notitia Mon.p. ISO* 
*SeemyPref-toRob*ofGlouc.p. 



Glouc. §. XXI?. and my Glos- lx.^ Vide Apptnd^ad banc Prcf- 

Num. 
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Bourne, a Priory of Black Canons in the same 
County, founded bj Baldwin de Wake ( temp. 
Hen. I.) and dedicated to the honour of St. 
Petdr', tho> others * say (and even Camden him-^ 
self seems to imply, tho* he does not directly 
say, that it was dedicated) to the B. Virgin.^ 
Here he lived a great many Years, continuing 
there^ unless I am mistaken, to the time of 
his Death. It doth not yet appear to me in 
what year he died ; but that he must have lived 
to a great age^ is clear from the Notes him- 
self hath left us. He had been of Brunne Ab« 
bey fifteen Years^ when he began to translate 
^SMinttd He ^tt^tf and 'twas more than thirty 
Years after that, before he finished his Taai; 
about Peter Langtoft, according to this Me* 
morandum that is put in red Letters (but in the 
same hand ) at the End of it. 

Expliciunt gesta Briionum Sg Angjbrum in Uf9^ 

m 

gua matema per Rohertum Mannyng transum^ 
pta anno Christi miUesimo. CCC**. tricesitno^ 
Vni. Idus Maif, ttttera dominicaU D. Prima 
IX. tempore Regia EdwarcU tercii d conquestu. 
XP. 



Num. V. item Pr»f. ad Rob. 
Glouc. p. Lx.&Gloss. ad Rob. 
Glouc. p' 706. ' Mon. Angl. 
Tom. IL p. ^5, &x. Lelandi 
Coll. Vol. I. p. 9a. *Tan. 
ter's Notit Mon. p. 119. ^ In 



his Defence of himself against 
Brook, p. 27 pablish'd by 
way of Appendix in some 
Copies of ills Britannia \vt 
4to. 1600. «Paef. ad. Rob. 
de Glouc. p. LX. 



o». 
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He was not descent §. X. After he became famous tot 
er of St Mary Spit* his Writings, he was generally called 
5!* '*iC? ^ishop's Robert of Brunne. which was partly 

Gate. His Transla. . . . . 

tion of Peter de Occasioned also by his living so long in 
^^f^^'^j^'li"- that Priory; so that I should not think 

tended Effect. Ma. ^ 

nj Copies of it for. that he was descended from Walter 
meri7.tho'itbenow flrune/ or Broune, who. with Roisia 

scarce. The atones ^ ' ' 

in it us'd in old time or Rosia his Wife, founded St. Marj 
instead of Ballads, gpj^j^ ^^^^ Bishop's Gate for Canoto 

Regular or Black Canons' an. 1197. an House 
of such relief to the needy^ that there were 
found standing at the surrender thereof^ nine^ 
score beds^ well furnished for receipt of poor 
people*; of which kind I might (were it my 
proper business now) give other instances in 
those times^ when Bishops also were Men of 
diffusive Charity, insomuch that Richard Red- 
mana, first Bishop of St. Asaph, then of Exe- 
ter, and afterwards of £lv> where he died and 
was buried A\ 1505. as he was a person of great 
liberality and bounty, and of a virtuous and 
godly life, so when * he travell'd through any 
Towns where he stayed but an hour, he caused a 
Bell to be rung, that the poor and indigent 
might come and partake of his Charity, which 
he plentifully bestowed amongst them. Now 



' Lelandi Coll. Vol. I. p. 
36. Monast. Angl. Vol. II. p. 
383. * Stow's Survey of Lon. 
don, p. 86. b. 176. a. Ed. 



1633. fol. ^ Godwin de Praes. 
p. 331, 473, 662. Le Neve's 
Fasti, p. 21, 70, 83. 4 Coll. 
nostr. MSS. Vol. 80. p. 54. 

as 



PREFACE. xxxT 

as Robert of Brunne undertook the Trans- 
lation of Langtoft^ not for Praise and Vain- 
Glory, but with a design of doing good^ so 
what he proposed had it's intended Effect. He 
adapted himself to the Capacity of the Vul- 
gar, and did not afibct a high-flown Stile, nor 
hard Words^ such as were complained of in 
the Stories of Erceldoun, of Kendale, and of 
Tristmm', celebrated Rhythmical Books (but 
**full of lyes) in Robert of Brunne's time, tho' 
little known since. Now as Robert of Brurine's 
Translation was much cryed up, so there is no 
doubt, but there were many Copies of it for- 
merly, notwithstanding it be so scarce since, 
there being, at present, only tWo MSS. that 
I know of, one in Vellum in the Library of the 
Inner-Temple, the other (which is iraper- 



' See the Appendix to this 
Pref. Num. V. "And it was 
to such Romantidi £(ooks, 
that the Rhythmical Author 
of the Lives of the Saints 
(who, it may be, was Robert 
of Brune) had regard in the 
beginning of his Work, where 
is this Passage, as I fi^d it in 



a Terj fine, but imperfect 
MS. thereof (written, as I 
take it, in Edward the III 
time) that was lent me by my 
very worthy Friend, Edward 
Sheldon of Weston.house, 
near to Long-Compton, in 
Warwickshire, Esq;. 



Met au^loe lour CriSentiom, y$t to fo nrre ; houjr 
UStftfromz llotlie'0 itm hloiie, tjuit }€ fpt re l^atf) r Cousr* 
9fitn Mlnt}t more r 1>t}t of hatailr of IrnsiB, 
Sinn of Imtpie imtii;, tfmt motf^el ie Idfh^ ; 
fl)f l&oulonli ann of 8)Irti)rret ann <^ of SSaretorltt 
fl)f saatarm ann ^nOnm, }at ne founnne f^ece t l^t* 
W^o fo louft$r> to i^rre tales of fucl^e Jimay 
i&ece (e mar t ittt tffjfiU Y^ ntg no IeQfn0> 
Vdh J. d m 
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feet ' ) in Paper ia that of Lambeth '. The for- 
mer of these MSS. belong'd lately to William 
Petyt, Esq;, who gave it to the loner-Temple, 
from whence I have had the Loan of it bj 
the Grant of that learned Society, at the In- 
terest of my learned Friend, John Anstis, Esq;. 
Garter-Principal King of Arms, who put it in- 
to the Hands of my late very worthy Friend 
John Bridges, Esq;, from whom I received it a 



sum flme&Ct tDcre in taaiU, anH flume imp fos no f m< 






^^ mark of anj Addition or 
^^ Alterationto be seen thro. 
'^ out the whole MS. At 
« the end indeed there is this 
^^ remark added by a late 
*^ hand : 



« "The Chronicle" [of Pe. 
ter Langtoft in MS. in Lam. 
beth library] " b written at 
^^ one time, on the same 
** Paper by two different 
<^ hands. There is no modern 

" Note this Book imperfect. The French Copies of Lung^ 
" to/i in the Cotton Library, and also in the Herald's 
" OJiee end with the Reign of King Edward the first". 

E litteris amici pereruditi Ed- 1 " verse the History of £ug- 
yardi Burtoni, armigeri, datis ^< land, writ in French by 



ad me Londini Mar. 5. 1794. 

6 
■ •^ Robert Brunne was a 
" Canon of the Abbey of 
" Brunne or Bourn near 
<< Depyi^ in Lincolnshire — 
^^ flourish'd in the latter end 
" of K. Ed. L reign, and 
^^ translated into English 



^^ Peter de Longatofta, Ca. 
" non of Bridiington, a Spe- 
^^ cimen of which you'l find in 
« Stow'sHist. in^.D. 1279. 
^^ where and in 1266. he is 
^^join'd in the margin with 
^* Peirce Longton or Long* 
^^ rofe ; but his true Name 
^' ^ruitne has described thus : 



19ete0of Lanotoft a CImnoun 
•4aMi f t])e (0U& of BdoUoatoime 
fDn Sonuutnce al M$ florf |^e trote 
fl)f ffnalsft isnacf as toe tod tooic &c. 



« This 
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little before his Death '. But tho' there were 
many intire Copies of the Work formerly, yet 
others were very imperfect. For notwithstand- 
iog most people thea (as well as they are now) 
were very desirous of hearing the Acts of their 
famous Aneestours related, yet much the great- 
er part were not of ability to get compleat 
Copies of this Book, and for that reason were 
contented with Transcripts of some particu- 
lar Stories out of it, which for recreation (a 
thing aimed at by Robert of Brunne) they used 
to recite, and very often to sing by way of 
Ballads. Which method we ought not to won- 
der at, since our more ancient Ballads were no- 
thing but such Rhythmical Historical Accounts^ 
done by Persons of note for Learning, who 
proposed Truth in their Relations; and such 
Relations were stiled anCfCllt ^tttH, which 
Word ^C([0 was opposed to the French 3R0" 
lltAllCS % a Word it seems that was apply'd to 
whatever History was compiled in French 
Rhythms. 

§. XI. Now from Robert of Brunne's RobertofBruanea 
calculating this Work for the Diver- ^^'tI^^^^;:: 



*^ This, translation is yet ex. 
" tant MSS. in Lambeth Li. 

"brary n. 131. folio." 

E litteris viri cujusdam pere. 
rHditi ad amicum. ' See the 



Appendix to this Pref. Nnm. 
VI. *Seepag.205.ofthisChro- 
nicle. See also the Appen- 
dix to this Preface^ Num. VII. 
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without any Mix- sion aad Recreation of the respective • 

lure of Immorality. „ , , . . ^ ^i 

The diligence of the Readers, and such as met togetb^ 
Monks of Winche. foj Mirth and Pleasure, we may eaiily 

the Design of Joan gather, that he himself w^s of a cbear- 
of London. A Pas. f^\^ pleasant humour, and that he was. 

sage relating to the ,,.^, , , i 

sedesHercorariaat very blithe and merry whenever he 
Rome from an ano. g^^ ^ proper occasion; at all which 

nymousMS-Anthor. J' ^ i, u i. »j u' ir 

times, however^ he behav d himself 
without any immoral or indecent Expressions* 
He was naturally addicted to virtue, and 
his being engaged in a religious course of 
Life made him have a stricter Guard upoa 
himself. But 'twill be objected, that in the 
yonnger part of his Life, as hath been al- 
^ ready noted ', he was a Member of Sixille, a 
House that consisted of Women * as well a» 
Men. Can we, therefore, think, that, since 
he wfu; of a jocular Teniper, he cquld be whol- 
ly free from Vice P or that he should not some- 
times express himself loosely to the Sisters of 
that Place ? This Objection would have some 
weight, had the Priory of Sixille been anyways 
noted for Luxury or Lewdness; but whereas 
every Member of it, both Men and Women^ 
were very chast, we ought, by no means, to 
suppose, that Robert of Brunne behaved him- 
self otherwise than became a good Christian 



' §. IX, >See pag. ^3. of this Work. See also th» 
Appendix to this Work, Num. VI. 

dur- 
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during h!s Abode there. Had bis Life been 
sullied during that time, he would have beeti 
branded for it afterwards^ and 'twould haye 
been impossible for him to have obtained aC!a- 
tionrj at Brunne. Had the Friers and Nunns 
of SixiRe acted against the Rules of Chastity 
and good Manners^ they had Enemies enough 
to have marked them for it, not only in those 
more early Times, but even of late, when some, 
particularly a very fabulous Historian, have 
spared no pains to rake up all the scandalous 
Stories they could against Religion, tho' I 
do not know, that they have particularly accused 
the Priory of Sixille. 'Tis indeed no wonder, 
that there sh^iuld be always such fictitious Writ- 
ers, when they have some wicked Designs to 
carry on. Malice hath always been at the bot- 
tom, and tho' it hath oftentimes prevailed to 
the utter ruin of whole Societies, yet it hath fre- 
quently likewise discovered it self so palpably, as 
to baflSe aiid quite overthrow such a^ have pro- 
moted it. 'Twas nothing else but the virtue of 
the Monks of Winchester, and their Diligence 
to secure their Reputation, that obstructed 
the Designs of one Joan of London, in the 
time of K. Edward I. She pretended to be a re- 
ligious Convert, and had obtain'd, at least got 
forged^ an Order from Rome and Canterbury^ 
to have a yearly Maintenance allowed her, dur- 

d 3 ing 
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ing life, in the Monastery of Winchester, claim- 
ing the same Pittance, viz. 8s. (or, as it should 
be perhaps, 8 lihs. ) a year pro (dimentis, that eve- 
ry Monk had> a thing which so exasperated 
the Monks, that they prosecuted her in the 
Court of Arches, and I doubt not but they car- 
ried their Point, the matter being of pernicious 
consequence^ if they had acquiesced and per- 
mitted such an Innovation. I did not meet 
vrith this Piece of History, 'till lately, when I 
read over an old Parchpi^nt Fragment ', that 
was given me by my ingenious friend Tho- 
mas Ward, of Longbridge near Wafwipk, 
Esq;. The like Attempts were made, without 
dispute, upon other Religious Houses, which> 
I suppose, met with the like Success. Envy ac- 
companies Virtue, and, therefore, there will 
never be wanting persons, that will be ready 
to calumniate the most innocent. 'Tis what 
is complained of among all Persuasions. Even 
the Roman-Catholicks (who, to give them 
their due, and to hint what hath been long 
since observed, in the point and practice of Cha- 
rity, and in the provision for those that serve 
at God's Altar, several of which are forced to 
put their hands to many a servile labour and 
base Employment, have shewed themselves more 



' See the Appendix to this Pref. Num. VIII. 
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sound and constant^ more righteous and reli- 
gious, ftiore reasonable and conicionable than 
«onie of us Protestants, that in profession and 
knowledge go far before them ') assert, that 
"what manjr eminent Protestants affirm of the 
sedes Stercoraria, in the procession of a new Pope 
to Lateran, is meer Fiction and Caluranj. A 
learned anonymous Author, therefore, which 
I have now before me in MS. * but imperfect, 
being lent me by the just now mentioned inge- 
nious Mr. Ward, tells the Story thus ' :— PHiai 
the pope comcth to LateranCy he entreth into the ga- 
lerieor cloj/stcr of the church, wlier heUreceyved 
of tlie canons of the same church in theyr haUtes ho- 
norabltfc with the crosse, whych the prior of the ca- 
nons offreth to he kyssed of hym dcscendingefrom his 
horsCy which he doOi, tlie cardinall deacon (akynge 
U of the prior, and Iwtddynge it to the pope's mouth 
takynge of his crowne and kyssynge it. Hie crowne 
is geven to the auditors to be lioulden, and he tak- 
ynge his miter 9 is by the same prior and canons re- 
ceyved and conducted unto a marble seat, standinge 
without tlic principaU gate at tlie left hand^ which 
seat is called (of the ceremonic there done) sterco- 



' Rich. Eburne's Royal 
Law, p. 44,48. * Intit'led, 
Tht Ceremonyes of tlie holy 
Church qf Home. It is ju 
4to. and consists of two Books, 
the JSrsi booke whereof i$ qf 
ihe ihyngcs done only at 



Rome: the ncond of thynges 
done, as occasion scrvelk, at 
Rome or elsewhere. But there 
is only one Chapter (and that 
too imperfect) of the second 
Book of thisMS. the rest being 
wanting. ' L. I. chap. 7. 
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raria^ the stercorarie. for syttjpige down in that 

seat, cmd leanynge a little on one syde, so that he 

may seme rather to lye than to syt, tlie cardinales 

cometohym, andlyfiynge hym vp, say : suscitatde 

pulvere egenum, & de stercore erigit paupe- 

rem ; he lifteth up the nedie from the dust^ 

and exalteth the poore from the dunghill^ that 

he may syt amonge the princyes, and possesse 

Pi. 112. ui the throne of glorie. TJwn the Pope rysynge up, 

Drincipi- taheth out of thcbosym of his chambcrlayne so much 

iiumpio- money, as he can grip {and yet ther is ncthtr gould 

°^ ' nar sylver) ^ casteth it amonge the people sayingc : 

i^ita cer- ar^entum & aiirum non est mihi^ quod autem 

neither of habeo hoc tibi do: I have nether sylver nor 

sylver nor 

•f gould. gould^ yet such as I have I geve the. I know 
what is usuallv said on this occasion: but I am 
not concerned, at present, either way any far- 
ther^ than to represent the Author's words, as 
I have done, faithfully, and to leave them to 
the consideration of all such, as are willing, 
and judge it very reasonable, to examin things 
fairly, before thoy accuse any of notorious Im- 
moralities, and among such I am sure Robert 
of Brunne will be look'd upon as a Man of 
probity and virtue ; especially since the same 
ingenuous persons (who are far from taking up 
with Calumnies) cannot be ignorant, what an a- 
spersion some wicked men were pleased to cast 
upon a very pious and devout Family at Little 

Gid- 
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Gidding ia Huntingtoashire, and to print a li- 
bellous Pamphlet upon the occasion^ (on pur* 
pose to expose a most worthy and excellent 
Design as superstitious and popish } which was 
extracted, in good measure, though with un- 
warrantable Alterations, from a Letter that is 
now in MS. in the hands of the foresaid Mr. 
Ward» from which I shall print it in the Appen- 
dix ' to this Preface, that it may be compared 
with the printed Book, of which, because it is 
now extremely scarce, I shall, at the same time> 
giye * a new Impression (according to the for* 
mer^ provided it may be call'd. Orthography) 
from a Copy, the loan of which was obtained 
for me by my very learned and judicious Friend 
Thomas Baker^ B.D. of St. Jobn's-College in 
Cambridge, who, upon this occasion, was so 
kind, among other particulars, to write to me 
in this manner : If an account of that reputed Nunr 
nery [of Little Gidding J be what you want ; you 
have the best and most authentic account, inBp, WiJr 
ttams's Life ( tlim Bp. of the Diocese J byBp. Hacketp 
Par. 2rf. pag. 50, 51, Sgc. Fol. ^ somewhat in Mr. 
Oley^s Preface to Mr. Herbert's Country Parson, 
who was of the same College with Mr. Ferrer, viz. 
Clare-Hall, where Mr. Nich. Ferrer wasfirst JPrf- 
low-Commoner, and after Fellow, where he commenc't 



' Num. IX. ' Se« the Appendix to this Pref. Nam. X. 

Mr. 
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Mr. of Ai^s 1613. He -was so great and so good n 
man, tliat the late Bp. of Eli/ {Bp. Turner J had a de- 
sign to write liis Life, but wliat Collections he had 
made, or wliere log'd, 1 do not knew : His Library 
was sold. 
•Tis impossible to §. XII. But I must not pretend to cn- 

AccountoftheLife ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ minute Circumstances of 
of Robert of Brun, the Life of Robert of Brunne, who al- 

ne. There are Pre- ^, , , „ , . i- 

cedents, as well in though be was SO well known in his 

ancient as later q^q time, yet IS now, as it were, quite 

Times,tojustifyany -^ ' / 

one in leaTing be- forgot, even among our best Antiqua* 
hind him Memoirs ^ies. Stow indeed hath quoted him ', 

ofhiBOwnLife.Dr. ^ 

Wallis left some and given us a remarkable passage out 
particuia™ of this ^^ j^j^^ , Otherwise I do not remem- 

nature. 1 he Ilr's. 

Memorandum at ber, that he bath been cited by any 

B^^fn ^Xd! "^*®^ Writer. A thing much to be 
leianLibrary)con. wonder 'd at, especially since Selden 
SK"JhSred! was very diligent this way, and hath 
given ' us a Passage out of the original Langtoft, 
whom Brunne calls ^ hisMaster. And what it 
still stranger is, that lie should not have been 
known to Leland, who had been at Bourne, and 
had taken special notice of the Place ^ for it's 
pleasant Situation. But it seems this Author's 
Works were not then at Bourne, having been 
it may be, convey 'd off in that time of Plunder, 
otherwise Leland, without question, would have 



> Annals pag. 106. Ed. fol. 
' Ibid. p. 201. See also my 
Preface to Rob. of Glouc. § 



XIV. i Diss, upon Fleta, p. 
548. 4 See pag. 206, 285. 
JLelandi Coll. Vol. IV. p, 31 . 

judged 
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judged them worthy his notice. Neither was 
there then, when Leland was there, as I helieve, 
any Obit Book about the time when Robert of 
JBrunne died, at least if there were, 'tis probable 
there was no note in it about his being a cele- 
brated Writer, which particular, however, the 
Members of the Priory might have acquainted 
Leland with, had they bad any inclination to 
gratify him, as I am apt to think they had not, 
upon Account of the mischiefs they wisely fore- 
saw Henry Y III. ( from whom Leland had his 
Commission) was apt to bring upon them. For 
want, therefore, of particulars, we must not 
think of writing a full account of Brunne's Life, 
the only Memoirs about him being what he 
hath given himself in his Prologue' to this work, 
in his Transition * from the first Part thereof to 
the second, and in what he writes ' in the Har- 
leyan MS. of ^attttel 1K ^tt^t, which are in- 
deed but slender, and yet such as give us some 
(and thatno despicable) Ideaof him. I wish he 
had been fuller of himself, as I do likewise la- 
ment, that some other of our ancient Worthies 
had not left us Memoirs of their Lives. But 
this, it may be^ was neglected by them, as dis- 
agreeable to the Rules of Modesty, which, not- 



? See th^ Appendix to this 
Pref. Num. V. «See the Ap- 
pendix, Num. yil. > See mj 



Preface to Rob. of Glouc. f. 
XIII. 

with- 
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withstanding, was a false Aotion, especially if 
they took care to conceal what they committed 
to writing of that kind till after their death, 
and put it into the hands of some faithful! 
Friends^ that might make use of it in defence 
of their posthumous Fame against malicious 
Enemies. Some of the greatest Men did not 
look upon it as immodest to do themselyes this 
piece of Justice, not excepting even that good 
man venerable Bede. And Posterity hath imi- 
tated them. Thence Sir Thomas Bodley was 
pleased also to leave behind him an Account 
written by himself of his own Life '; and^ to 
name no others, since his time ihe learned Dr. 
John Wallis writ an Account of somf^ Passages 
of his own Life, by way of Letter to my late 
learned Friend Dr. Thomas Smith, from whose 
Papers I shall publish it in the Appendix *, with 
part of a Letter ' of the Dr*s. to Bp. Fell con- 
cerning the Report of his deciphering King 
Charles the First's Cabinet, in reference to 
which I shall only here remark, that the Dr's. 
original Book (in his own hand) is now in the 



' Published first in 4to at 
Oxford anno D, 1647. and 
afterwards, at the Beginning 
of Retiquia Bodleiana, at Lon- 
don in 8to. J.D. 1703- This 
Life was translated into La. 
tin, and 'tis still presenred in 



that Language both in the 
Bodl. Library, and in the 
learned Dr. Thomas Smith's 
MSS. in my possession, Vol. 
M. p. 60. » Num. XI, 
3 Norn. XII. 

Bod- 
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Bodleian Librar j^ with this Memorandum ( in 
hi^ own liaod also) at the beginning of it : 

r 

Ifanc Epistolarum CoUectionemy quas Ctphris 
scriptas Ipse expasuerat^ Celtberrinut Bibliih 
theae Bodleiafue in JUustrissima Academia 
Oxoniensi dedit Johannes WalUsy ibidem Geo^ 
metria Prtfessor SavUianus. Reservatd silri 
in posterum potestate addendivel emendandi. 

A Collection of several Letters and other. Po'- 
pers, wliich were at several times intercepted^ 
written in Cipher , Deciphered by John JValUs^ 
Professor of Geometry in the Unioersibf qf 
Oxford — Given to the Publick library therCy 
Anno Domini 1653. 

Which Memorandum I the rather take notice 
of^ because the being acquainted with the li- 
berty^ that Dr. Wallis reserved to himself^ maj 
be of service to such^ as are concerned to defend, 
as well the Title of this Book in the printed 
Catalogue \ as what bath been said of this MS. 
bj Henry Stubbe* and Anthony a Wood S who 
(as other honest men have done ^) looked upon 



" Tom. I. Rurt 1. n. 3524. 
*Iq pag. 7. of A severe en» 
qtnry inigthetaie Omeirocrim 
tica ; or an exact account of 
the grammtakal part of the 
Controversie .beiween Mr. 
Thorn, Hobbei and John 



fFallis, D. D. Lend. 1057. 
4to. J Ath. Oxon. Vol. IL 
col. 415. See also pag. 61. 
of the Life of Dr. John Bar. 
wick in English, Lond. 1 724: 
8to. 4 See pa£. 1 56. of a Book, 
intit TTie Civil fVarret of 

Great 
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this business of deciphering as a bate act. And 
it may be the learned Dr. Smith would have 
spared bis note on the occasion^ had he been 
either aware of the beforesaid Memorandum^ 
or given any credit to what Anthony a Wood 
had said ' of the Dr's. being able at any time to 
make black white^ and white black, for his own 
ends, and of his having a ready knack of sophisti- 
cal evasion, a character which Anthony after- 
wards enlarged^ notwithstanding it does not ap- 
pear in the late spurious Edition of his Athena 
Oxonienses, in which he is made to have written 
Things transacted after his Death. 
If Robertof Bruniie § xill. But to return to Robert of 

hadanj Epitaph, *^ t» if i i 

seems to hare been Brunne^ it is very well known^ that 

short, agreeable to ^eland in his Travells made it his bu- 

those times, and to , 

be nowirretrieyable. siness^ not only to seek out and inspect 
MSS. but to view and consider ancient monu* 
mental Stones^ in which he shew'd a great deal 
of Judgment. For he did not think it worth 
his while^ to take notes of all Inscriptions and 
Monuments that he happen'd to light upon^ 
but of such only that were to the memory of 
persons of worth ; and among other Places that 



GretU Britain and Ireland. 
Containing anExactHiitory 
of their Occasion^ Originally 
Progress^ and Happy End, 
By anlmpartiall Pen. Lond. 
1661. fol. The Author sub. 
scribes himself J. D. at the 



End of his Dedication, To 
the most noble CharlesDuke 
of Richmond and Lenoxy 
&c. "Vol. II. coll. 816. of 
the genuine Edition of his 
Athenw Oxon. 

he 



PREFACE. xuT 

be nicely examiaed^ was this of Brunne^ tho* 
his Notes upon that occasion do not now oc- 
cur. Tho' therefore I am of opinion, that Ro* 
bert of Brunne was buried in the Priory of 
Brunne, and had some Epitaph over him, jet 
in what part it was, and what the Epitaph said 
of him, is now uncertain, unless the Stone 
were still preserved, as I do not think that it 
is, or unless such Papers as Mr* Leland's were 
forthcoming to inform us. If he had any Epi- 
taph, I do not at all doubt but it was short, 
far from the modern way of writing Inscri* 
ptions. A good man deserves praise; and the 
speaking often of such is of great use for pro- 
moting virtue. But then to represent ill men 
as good, is one effectual way to encourage 
wickedness ; and yet this is what is now adays 
too often practised. A lewd vicious wretch 
shall have a fine Epitaph ( and too often an Ha- 
rangue from the Pulpit) and be characterized as 
an exceeding good man, tho' at the same time, 
perhaps, he did not deserve the least share of 
so great an Encomium. Our Ancestors, no 
question, had their Defects; but then they 
were not guilty of such Extravagancies in their 
Characters of the Dead. A plain Monument, 
and a plain Inscription was then common. Their 
Names and Offices, with a ctyus aninut propick" 
Uir Deus, was then generally the Subject of 

their 
• \ 
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their Epitaphs; but should such a Conclusion 
be made use of at this time^ the Outcries 
would be greats and nothing but Curses de- 
nounced: The FaTOurers thereof should be 
called the worst of men, and be condemned as 
injurious to the Dead^ as if the Defunct need- 
ed either prayers or pity, notwithstanding^ it 
may be, none ever stood in greater need of 
such mercifull Offices. But what is this to 
Brunne ? or what occasion was there to speak 
of the custom of writing Epitaphs ? A Que- 
stion that may be soon resolved by those, that 
will consider, that Brunne lived in an age, 
when the custom of writing concise Epitaphs 
was much practised, and that therefore, in all 
probability, the Epitaph, if there were any at 
all, upon him, did not deviate from the then 
received custom, when even the Date of the 
respective persons Deaths was frequently omit* 
ted, which is what might also be left out in 
that of Brunne. This Brevity and Simplicity 
is agreeable to Antiquity, tho* it must be grant- 
ed, that some of the short Roman Inscriptions 
carry Tokens in them of their being spurious ; 
and whether there be not such in (some, at 
least, of) the Iiucriptiones singidares inecUta of 
Hadrian- Beverland, I shall leave to the Judg- 
ment of the Reader, after he hath perus'd them 
in the Appendix '. 

•Num. XIII. $. XIV. 
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§. XIV. Now since we have no more Peter Langtoft's 
Memoirs^ relating to the Life of Ro- Ro^rt of Bramne^ 
bert of Brunne» I shall leave the far- EngUshWork, con. 

.• ,. • /• ,, . *^ . - ji -11 ***t8 of two Parts. 

ther discussion of that Pointy and will the first Part of 
confine my self to the Historical which is here omit. 

• - , ted, as contaming 

Work he hath left behind him. This nothing but Geffi 
consists of two Parts, as likewise does ^ Monmouth, j 

__ ,^..,-*« » Ptoage oat of Ras- 

the French Original of Peter Lang- tail's Chronicle a. 
toft. The first Part brings the History ^""^ Stonehenge. 
down from the most early Times to the Death 
of Cadwalader, the second from that Period 
of time to the Death of K. Edward the First. 
But then whereas both Parts in the French are 
written in long Verse^ and in one Column^ 
on the contrary the second Part only in the 
English Book is in long Verse^ and in one Co- 
lumuj and the first Part is in short Verse^ and 
makes two Columns ; which Remark^ however, 
is not so worthy of notice, as another, which 
I must by no means omit, and that is this. Pe- 
ter Langtoft himself had carefully read over 
Geffry of Monmouth, and resolved to make 
him his Standard for the first Part of his 
Work; but then, instead of representing him 
intire, he abridg'd him, and left only a Rhyth- 
mical Epitome of him; which when Robert of 
Brunne well perceiv*d, instead of following Pe- 
ter Langtoft in that point, he judged it more 
adviseable to represent Geffry at large, huk 
Vol. I. e not 
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not according to the compendious Account in 
Laugtoft^ but in the manner he found done in 
French Rhythms to his hands bj one Master 
Wace ( the same, as I take it^ that others ' call 
Wate) whose Translation being approved of, 
Robert of Brunne thought it a piece of pru- 
dence to follow hiro^ without regard to the 
Original Latin of Geffry. The first Part, there- 
fore, of Robert of Brunne is nothing but Gef-' 
fry of Monmouth, and that too translated in- 
to English from a French Author; but then 
the second Part contains a translation of Pe- 
ter Langtoft's second Part, yet with many In- 
sertions that do not appear in the Original. 
After I had read over the whole Work, ( wliich^ 
take it all together, may be properly calFd RO'^ 
bert ofBrtume's Clironide, a Title I have calFd it 
by lately*) I concluded it to be a needless piece 
of service to publish any of the first Part, (ex- 
cepting the Prologue ' to the whole Work, and 
the Transition ^ from the First to the second 
Part thereof, in both which he speaks of him- 
self and the Work) and all my Friends, that 
I consulted upon the occasion, readily con- 
curred with me. For which reason I have kept 
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' See Aaron Tbompson's 
Preface to his Translation of 
Geff. of Mon. pag. xzt. * 
Viz, in several Places of my 



Ed. of Rob. of Clone. > See 
nnr Appendix to this Preiacey 
Num. v. 4 See my Appeiu 
dix, Num. VU. 
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to^ and made publick, the latter Part only^ as' 
containing a great many Things not common- 
ly known, such as all, that are curious in our 
English History, will be glad to be acquainted 
with, especially since Peter Langtoft, the ori- 
ginal Author, flourished in Edward the First's 
time (whos^ Story he tells at large) and Robert 
of Brunne, his Translator and Improver, was 
not long after him. But then, tho' the First 
Part be deservedly pass'd over by me, yet the 
Reader may meet with several Specimens of it^ 
if he be pleased to have recourse to my Glossa- 
ry to Robert of Gloucester's Chronicle, and 
another Specimen also I shall annex here in 
the Appendix >^ for the sake of those who shall 
undertake to write about Stone-henge^ which 
our old English Historians unanimously affirm 
to have been a British Work, which opinion 
Rastall himself seems likewise to have espoused, 
notwithstanding' he did not readily agree with 
those, that held them to be natural Stones. 
His words ^ are worth reading, and therefore 
I shall here transcribe them, as I found them 
in the Copy of his Chronicle, that was lent 
me by my Friend the ingenious Mr. John Mur- 
ray of London ; and indeed they are the ra- 
ther fit to be considered, because Camden ^, as 

' Num. XIV. * In his Chron. «♦ «♦ a. * Brit p. 184. 
in Wiltshire, Ed. Lat. fol. 

e2 I be- 
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I believe, had them in hit view at the same 
time that he was writing about their being 
artificial^ notwithstanding he hath not been 
pleased to make anj mention of his author. 

^at^lM sf ovfloMaK »e Inf mGmtfe se Iw^cte t tmm 

totrm St ttsRCtfns wm tn tmr (bnes tatrt teirs t^e 

htffm§ Cqf 4tt sne l^nlciR H^ Ims Betsiiii of s Iwmii hi 

ttf iKiita bcsiia^ sot sf ralM^ br tye citft sf msori tstac» 

lisofrs saen tteRi ftoiUiet^ nst^ iDiti^ sssli Cirt^ nst resto f sifb 

tn brtmis Cqf t^ ttei SPnCcsn M^ f tnut mm ycop^decv 

ts^etsn ttcf omclf Mote Jdm mfn ctetlii snt onte icnqfH 

am orar IrnEn cuMkc fs ttcia| f slbtMrfte^stitsCrfltsBis 

tpfce nfoa tesof^ sut sf rtcbn^ ^ mcflisR but t^ tm^^m 

fMt hi asCt sf aica ss sf Cnaeot f nsctcf msse sf afiit 

flsmf I sae.ccsCiNi tm sitae t|^ms bctsntir t^ CMs be ss 

^stD ttu as fipi tsle tsfU tut t^ern tsii^sut gme brtfuea sna 

stts tm be sf sue Cursn san bfsnea Cnie sair i^eif be* 0* 

Csttis I f b aisft Irllr (s be tsOe sna aufSe bn s avlbe a t^ 

Qica tteRfte it s ttang sUnsCte tmpsfl'rble ts set b aume iicte 

flsnrs stee sf saur qusne sc tsfti t^ Asm be b tttu b esusn 

sf beoae f a bflksa | s ast^ tcsba tM? let t^ it Is ast toeU 

pofl^e ts ^sue b autar otet Osiiii ts be sll sf sue tsbc a sf 

sae stern t^tsls sua in eoetr iplsce bat t^ fome flsne ftum be 

mste aaibec sf cslsut in sae piste sc sasi^ st st 4e lest ^e 

bme iNirnrs sf st^ec cslsuts in t^tm u ssete (hmis sf meidbelt 

sna s^ otet fisnis tsmmpilr (sue | Vat t^ fiontsst (lsae« 

(enae be sn sf sne anft Isittout c^aunoe sf eslsnr st iMtrne a sn sf 

sne btfsn t^etebte aisar ssete toitaaea (iippsfe t^em ts be aiSbe 

oft niortei sf flrnt st si^ flsnes* 

S- XV. 
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§. XV. Id publishing this old Piece of The exactness made 
•,. . - , • f 1 ^ ^1 use of in publishing 

Hutory, I have aimd at the sameac- this piece of andent 
curacy and exactness as I have done History. Togratify 

^- • 1- 1 •m-mr i_ J someReaders, seTe. 

in my other publick Works, and as rai Specimens of the 
in Robert of Gloucester, so also in Frencharealsomade 
this Piece of Antiquity I have made 
use of four Saxon Characters^ viz. ^or fjf^f} or 
til} p or fD (vrhich, however^ very rarely occurs) 
and y or p, letters that are met vi^ith in most 
MSS. of that age, as vfrell as in those of the . 
times aftervrards quite down to the Beginning 
of printing, nay even to the Destruction of the 
Religious Houses, which put a stop to many 
laudable Employments, among vrhich was also 
the Elegancy of writing, (which was much en- 
couraged in Abbeys, ) and the profession of the 
Saxon Tongue, which was kept up, with more 
than ordinary diligence, in some of those 
Houses of Religion. This exactness I have 
always been cautious in, because 'tis what the 
most judicious Readers exspect, and where 
they meet with it, they never fail to set the 
greater esteem upon the Writings that are so 
set out. And because some curious persons 
will be ready to inquire, what sort of French 
it is/ that Peter Langtoft made use of; part- 
ly to gratify them on that account, and partly , 
to illustrate some expressions of Robert of 
Brunne^ I have given many Specimens of that 

e 3 Lan- 
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Language in the Notes^ that I have put at the 
bottom of the page, in order to which I have 
perus'd three French MSjS. of Peter Langtoft, 
that were sent me, after 'I' had* begun to print 
tliis Translation of Robert of Brunne's, by that 
most excellent and accomplished Herald, the 
learnt Mr. Anstis. One of these MSS. (which 
is the most ancient) belongs to the College 
of Arms, the Members whereof, as they are 
Men of curious Learning, and ready to pro- 
mote Works of this kind, generously consent- 
ed, that I should have the loan of it, just in 
the same manner as (a thing I have hinted 
before ') the Members of the Inner-Temple 
(who are equally ready to advance Underta- 
kings of this nature) most willingly agreed, that 
I should have the benefit of the MS. of Ro- 
bert of Brunne. This MS. of the Heralds Of- 
fice belonged once to that truly great, good> 
and generous man (a person of an unaffected 
Plainness and primitive Spirit) Raphe Sheldon, 
of Beoly in Worcestershire, Esq; as appears 
from this Note, written at the beginning of 
it by the late industrious Antiquary Mr. Antho- 
ny a Wood, to whom Mr. Sheldon was a very 
great and liberal Friend *: 



' §. X. a See Athena; Ox- 
on. Vol. I. col.364, 604. Vol. 
11. col. 449, 866. One In. 
^tanco of the said Raphe Shel- 



don's Affection for Mr. Wood 
is this, that not long before he 
died (as I am inform'd by an 
excellent Friend) hegaye Mr. 

Wood, 
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' Given to the Heralds office at London by Raphe 
Sheldon of Beoly m Worestersh. Esq ; who 
died 2i June 1684. 

The other two French MSS. belong to Mr. 
Anstis himself, and are both bound in one 
and the same Volume; but then whereas one 
continues the Story to the Death of K. Edward 
I. the other (which contains only the second 
Part of Langtoft) ends before that Period at 
these Words in pag. 287. 

tft anmttH to fs ayue >e fifte imiie to }t lyiia» 
3[n ti§ tpcne tDcIe to leuct t btie J^ oj^ yixm* 

§. XVI. Tho' the French Passages And,forfurtherSt. 

...,., ^ ., m tisfaction, the Con- 

at the bottom of the page are sum- dusionoftheFrench 
cieot for my purpose, yet, as a farther MS. that belongs to 

« .- i. X. / >!. • • •.• J theHeraldsOfficeig 

Satisfaction to the mquisitive and CU- here inserted in this 

rious Reader, I shall here publish, in P««f*ce. 
this Preface, the Conclusion of the French Pe- 
ter de Langtoft, as 'tis expressed in the MS. 
of the Heralds Office, especially since the last 
Lines are the Scribe's own, which will, in some 
measure, confirm what I have observed ' for- 
merly about Chaucer's Revocation of the Par- 

Wood, by word of mouth, t Esq ;. confirm'd to him (tho* 
an hundred Pounds towards (not oblig'd) when he came in. 



printing his Atheiut Oxonitmes^ 
which the Father (a person of 
great virtue and honour) of 
the present Edward Sheldon, 



to possession of the estate. 
' See my Appendix to Rob. 
of Gloucester, p. 601, 602^ 
603. 

e 4 son's 
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son's Tale^ and the same might be withall con- 
firm'd from other MSS. where the like Addi- 
tions have been added by the Scribes or Libra- 
rians. 

Qhi Im aiuuim nome mm nouf ammiui oyr» 

ftc ioor fetyme ne Jtdtf pai t>eir tetw uMyt^ 

lU nofiie ttUiM entoani, li almc Hicu bcnye, 

9 Jtera fu> Icf «a&lotin0» abuntt nets SHbmyc 

Qhi oenay cteaimce, fim Crde tfo finyr* 

{PsfnUawmt apre (a mon eflait vufiytf 

trnmflatef eft Ir cotf, imt tonn e clnsyr^ 

9 Malttam mres He ILaiimi>es Qi tanese Aeye, 

' Auttce SVays eiueies (ofempneto (hoy et 

Jkaaui iiift mnr beie, fkntf tnoy^ eQmaye» 

VntlCntm t pouem, qe pa> cele time ycye* 

^ Vrent * t (uatre ami!. t4tt« tPsy«* ti* i^ttfi Mis Hie 

Besmiyt ' fu) ^Enoleteie par ley eflaUyet 

^ teCnm 9 Hreit mayntim la msmuc^ye* 

I>e toiootif 9 tttlueHe (en repUnyey 

4 9eie mtl auoy t Hsmii atDie> Ceygnsiye* 

Cn p^He dm lysm^e o>e eft s le cot0 Cmelye 

9 neOmsnfter en oumbeHemaAteftien polyet 

He ptincet qi pu> nous tu} IPilate fii pmiye, 

fte Reis Oie dilDa>ti eefceyue en (a mexcye, 

BeleCr al alme fan lies tnjtn^ en (ii tiyet 

ffn reoal manllowi la mene a ompayonye 

9tt (^uUe ny tii foxs ioye f mettliye« 9« 



' ffiatee mors enters Colemp' 
nement Cod. Anstisianus. * 
Robert of Bninne (pag. 341.) 
bath wrongly expressed this, 
by telling us that he reigned 
only 24 years 8 montks and 5 
days. Oar later Chronicles 
are more exact, which tell us, 



thatK. Edward I. reigned 34. 
years 7 months and 21 days. 
For he began his reign Not. 
16. 1272. and died July 7. 
1307. 3 i^m Cod. Anst. 
4 ipar mtl auart Cod. Anst. 
i fton (ors pro le cars in Cod. 
Anst. 
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• Cy finia 9mi Cmliofi fn (tnouc, 

Ct Son qe IcCc}it ytxbt aH Cm lateuH 
SI tnme tie & tie Dieu luy Cur (bcouh 
St mette fitlme en repotir otie •efnt? en moti>» 
Jen oe leftdt ttHre iNMte He 9re(he» 
teirfieKte atlynoflete Mse 3on qe fit bn tteSre* 
Ke yds M eCciinei par Cb tmyne Heflcet 
Dieim i mene loit) almef en taioye ceteOie* 

S. XVII. And this i. all I have to E^liJ^l^fji 
observe with respect to the French Ibhed a Note con. 
MSS. made use of by me ia this Work, SS"£o?£ 
unless it be^ that at the end of that be- aucior in manjr 
longing to the Heralds Office is a Note, /^^^ fegiivaliVot 
written in an old hand, (but diflferent /«t/Ww. A Re. 
from that of the MS. ) concerning Hu- st?Wenefridef 
go CardinaUs, a Person of great Sanctity and 
Learning, which I shall also take the liberty of 
publishing here. 



*' Tempore Regis H. tercy. 

'^Hiis temporibus floruit vita & sciencia !>*. Hu- Anno d*. 
'^ go Cardinalis, fratrum Prasdicatorum ordinis, mini m . 
** qui doctor eximius doctrina sana & perlucida D^HofOM 
'' totam Bibliam postillavit. Concordanciarum ooi concor- 
^' eciam Biblie primus actor fuit, quern, propter buecoin. 
'^ yitam bonam & sciencias famam, papa Inno- ^""''^ 
^* cencius Sanct® Sabinse instituit Cardinalem^ 
'^ in quo statu licet esset de ordine fratrum 
^ Prsdicatorum, omnibus tamen Religionibus 
*' ac eciam secularibus placidus extitit." In 

which 
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which Note actor is the same with auctar, and 
ReUgiofdbus the same with Rdigiosis. The same 
waj of writing auctor I have very often seen in 
old MSS. and so 'tis written in an excellent 
MS. of the Book called JTettf&al or JTeftfaf^ 
lent me by my very kind Friend Thomas Ward^ 
of Longbridge^ Esq;. At the top of the first 
page of which MS. an old, but later, hand hath 

written, c^fst hoU in cafleQ Cfie lelffal. of 
CnelfQie decmoness. neceffatf to ample Cu- 
ratest ann parfQie prfeffeiei. ptt. and at the bot- 
tom of the same (first) page^ in the same later 
handj is written^ actor libri dicitur fuisse. 

fHommer. I cannot tell who is meant 
by Plommer. Mr. Ward (and I am not willing 
to dissent from so candid a Gentleman ) conje- 
ctures him to have been Robertus PUmmodunen^ 
sis or Plymtotiy so sirnamed from Plympton in 
Devonshire, of which he was a black Canon, and 
is said ' to have written Conciofies Dominicaks. 
But then I find by my late learned Friend Dr. 
Thomas Smith's Catalogue, that the MS. in 
the Cottonian Library ^ ascribes this Work to 
John Mirkus a black Canon of Lulshul or Lille- 
shull in Shropshire; and it may be very truly. 
This is certain, that there is but just room or 
time, for Plympton's being the Author or Col- 



' Baleus, p. 379. I-d. fol. Pitseus, p. 400. 'Claadiiis A. II. 1. 

lector^ 
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lector. Forthe Author says himself in the Pro- 
logue or Preface^ tW tteatp9 in Qtafoen oute 

Of l(0ffitl& Smttd, the Author whereof Jacobus 
de Vhragine or Vai^agine flourished > anno 1290. 
and died circa an. 1300. and Robert Plympton 
seems (from Le Neve's Fasti*) to ha vebeen Arch- 
deacon of Totton an. 1310, ^c. Mr. Ward's MS. 
is in many respects different from the printed 
Book, spoken of by me in my Glossary '*to Ro- 
bert of Gloucester, but then these Variations 
chiefly relate to the Orthography, ^hich is 
much changed in the Print for more modern 
Expressions, as less lyable to stop the Reader. 
And yet there is one Omission I find in the 
print, which I cannot forbear taking notice of 
here, and that is the Account of St. Wenefride, 
which is intirely left out in the print, and for 
that reason I shall subjoyn it in my Appendix ^ 
as a Specimen of the MS. and that it may be the 
better compared with the old Rhythmical Life 
of this holy Virgin, printed at the End of the 
late Bp. Fleetwood's ' Book about her from a 
Copy that I transcribed and sent to his Lord- 
ship, at the same time that I sent him a Tran- 
script of Robertus Salopiensis's Life of her, when 
I should likewise have communicated to him 
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' CaveiHist Lit. p. 654. K- 
dit.Genov. *Pa^. 96. ^Pag. 
739. -4 Num. XV. s intir. 
'fke Life and Miraclrf^ of S\ 



Wentfrcde, to;rethcr with her 
Litanies ; tvith .sitme Historical 
Ohta-rations made thereon* 
Lond. 171 J. 8vo. 

this 
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this Account in the Festival^ had I then had 
the command of the MS. tho' at the same time 
I cannot forbear noting^ that mj sentiments are 
widely different from the Bishop's with re- 
spect to this Virgin. For whereas the Bishop 
hath insinuated^ that there never was any such 
holy person^ and that all which is reported of 
her is fiction^ on the contrary^ I not only be- 
lieve^ that there was such a virtuous^ pious and 
holy young woman^ ( nor can I imagine, that 
she would have been inserted either in the Car 
Iradar, or in the Offices of the Missal of He* 
reford, had the Coniittlers thought otherwise) 
but that she perform 'd many uncommon acts 
of Devotion, which occasioned many Specula- 
tions ; and tho' I am far from believing many 
Things alledg'd about her, yet I think, that 
the very same Arguments that his Lordship 
hath offer *d in this Affair (if they should be 
judg'd valid, as I cannot think that they ever 
will ) may as well serve to cut off abundance 
of other holy persons that are celebrated in 
History, whose Examples conduce much to the 
advancement of Piety and good Works. Argu- 
ments drawn from Inconsistence in Chronolo- 
gy are but weak, since it appears, that the 
Monks were generally but indifferent Chrono- 
logers. Neither are negative Arguments o 
any greater Force . Robertw Salopiensis was Prior 

of 
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of Shrewsbufjs a manof a devout life^ and, inrith- 
out doubtj followed other Writers notwith- 
ttandiog they be lost since; and yet at the 
same time it must not be questioned^ but he 
followed Tradition in several Things. Which 
we need not wonder at^ iince the British Hi- 
story^ in very great measure, depended, in the 
more early Times, upon Traditions delivered 
from Father to Son ; so that in this case it was 
very difficult to adjust the exact years, such as 
accurate Chronologers exspect. A thing that 
will be readily allowed by such as consider the 
uncertainty of the ancient 7<vmu. Nor do I 
see any thing incredible in what is said of a 
Cripple's being restored to his limbs, that had 
pray'd and watch*d all night at the shrine of 
St. Wenefride, whatever the latitudinarians and 
libertines of this Age may think. In old time 
Vigils were strictly observed, and 'twas not 
looked upon as Superstition and Foppery to 
continue in devotion all night, and to render 
Thanks to Almighty God for Founders and Be- 
nefactors, and for the good Examples of pi- 
ous Persons. The Name of Vigils is still re- 
tained, but the practice too much laid aside. 
The Founders of, and Benefactors to. Churches 
are (alass!) generally forgot, and little care 
is now adays taken about Thanksgivings for 
them. 

^. xvm. 
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MaiijrThingsintliis §. XVIII. Such as are studious of 

Chronicle, tjhat are »»- x j a x* -xi -n ai_ 

different from what ©ur History and Antiquities will the 
M related by other more readily peruse this Chronicle^ and 
' consider the particulars with the great- 

er attention^ when they shall understand^ that 
there are many Things in it^ that are diff(^rent 
from what is related hy other Historians. - The 
reader himself will he much more able to col- 
lect all these together, and afterwards to pass 
a Judgment upon them, than I am. Nor in- 
deed is it properly my business to point out 
such Passages, my immediate province, in Af- 
faiAof this kind, being to act the part of a 
faithfull Editor, not that of an Annotator or 
Commentator. And yet, for the sake of some, 
that have occasionally consulted me about such' 
Passages, I shall here take notice of seyeral of 
them, as I have observed a few at the bottom 
of the Page of the Text, and will leave the rest 
to those that shall take the opportunity of read- 
ing over "and considering this obsolete Chroni-' 
cle, which will be esteemed ( unless I am veiy 
miich mistaken ) as such another Curiosity as 
that of Robert of Gloucester, to which as I add- 
ed a Glossary (that hath given great satisfac- 
tion, and been well received) so I have likewise 
perform'd the same piece of service for Peter 
Langtoft, by which his Language (which is now 
often very difficult and intricate, notwithstanding 

in 
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in bis own time it was the vulgar speech) will 
be rendered the more intelligible. 

5. XIX. In pag. 5. the Author tells Some of which arc 
usy that K. Ina had a Son named Adel- 
lus, and that he died before his Father^ a parti- 
cular which I do not, at present remem b 
be mentioned bj others. In pag. 8. he calls 
Eadbald K. of Lyndesay^ tho' he was really K. 
of Mercia. He uses this stile, it may be, because 
Lindsay in Lincolnshire was the chief part of his 
Residence, and therefore afterwards ' he makes 
use of the word LptlUCfOy for Mercia. In p. IS. 
he tells us, that Brightrick, K. of the Westsax- 
ons, was buried at Tewksbury, whereas others 
say it was at Wareham. In p. 17. he acquaints 
us, that Wilaf, K. of Mercia was slain by K. 
Egbert at Doncaster. Others make him only 
Tanquished, and observe that he was afterwards 
an obedient tributary Subject to Egbert. In p. 
20. he notes, that K. Ethelwulph was buried at 
Winchester, and this is what the generality of 
Historians agree in, tho' Speed tells us ^ that 
he was first buried at ^ttltntf 0C> and afterwards- 
removed to Winchester, which seems very true, 
since even Asser Menevensis, according to 
Archbishop Parker's excellent Edition in Saxon 
Characters, agrees in the very same thing, as 



'Pag. 9. •Pag. 659. 

may 



liZTi THE PUBLISHER'S 

may be seen in my Discourse ' upon some Histo- . 
rical Fragments ( lent me by Mr. Murray ) at the • 
en4 of Heming's Ghartulary of the Church of 
Worcester, to vrhich I shall refer the Reader. 
In p. 21. he tells us^ that Eadbald was buried at 
Shirburn ; but then others tell us^ that he was 
afterwards removed to Salisbury^ which was the 
Roman Sqrbiodunum : and whereas in p. 90. he 
makes Ethelbert to be uncle to the said Edbald, 
and brother of K. Ethelwulf^ on the contrary 
Ethelbert was really brother to K. Edbald^ and 
Ethelwulf the father of both. In the same page 
Elfrith (or, as others, Ethelred) is made to be 
son of K. Egbright, or Egbert^ whereas he 
was his grandson. In p. 22. he tells us, that the 
town, where S. Edmund, King of the East-An- 
gles, was slain, was in old time called fl)ltttl. 
Others say Pt^lUttWlV, ^^t(Otttt\ C0lCf- 
HOttS iEBledottn^ Hoxtoun^ or |>01C0n^ In 
p. 23. he says, that K. Elfride> or Ethelred,. was 
buried at Driffeld (or DriflSeld in Yorkshire) 
whereas others say, he was interred at Win- 
burn in Dorsetshire; but then he hath con- 
founded the said Elfride with Alkfryd, or A* 
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Idred^ the most learned K. of Northumberland^ 
"who was really buried at Driffield ' ; and 'tis with 
no less errour, that be makes * that to belong 
to K. Elfrid or Ethelred, with respect to his 
spending his time, which belonged really to JEU 
fred the Great, In p. 25. is something added 
by Robert of Brunne himself about Hanelok 
the Dane^ which is not in the original Peter 
Langtoft^ nor our common Historians, but 'tis^ 
however^ Very imperfect, occasioned, I sup* 
pose, for want of Vouchers. In p. 27. he makes 
Edward the Elder have 14 children by two 
Wives. Others say three Wives. His Notes 
about these Wives are short but singular; yet 
he did not know the Names of some of these 
Daughters. In pag. 28. he makes K. Athel*- 
Stan cast his brother Edwin headlong into the 
Thames, which is different from what is taught 
us by other Historians^ as may be seen in pag. 
337. of the third Ed. of Speed. In p. 29. 30. 
he tells us, that Charles, K. of France^ married 
Ildeor Edhild, sister of K. Atbelstan, whereas, 
according to others ). she was married to Hugh 
Earl of Paris. Authors differ mightily about 
the Names of Edward^the Elder's Daughters 
and their Marriages. From p. 29. we learn^ 
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that Peter Langtoft cannot tell us, where Kv 
Athelstan was buried. Robert of Brunne says 
at Hexham ; but others report it to be at Malms- 
bury. The Saxon Chronicle tells us not. In 
p. 33. he tells us, K. Edred was crowned at Lon- 
don. Others say at Kingston. In p. 34. he makes 
Edwy brother to K. Edred, whereas he was his 
nephew. In p. 35. he remarks, that IRUn^ or 
HtimfCp Nunnery in Hampshire was founded by 
K. Edgar for an hundred Nunns. This was a 
large number. And I began to suspect, that it 
was a Mistake, especially when the Valuation at 
the Dissolution did not, as I thought, answer 
so many. But, upon my writing to my learned 
Friend Mr» Richard Furney, I was soon con- 
Tinced, that there could not be fewer than 
are assigned in this Chronicle, from an Election 
of an Abbess of this Place in the year 1333* 
being the seventh year of the Reign of K. 
Edw. III. at which time there being very near 
90 Nunns present, that gave their Votes, it 
is an undenyable Proof of what is asserted by 
the Historian. Mr. Furney extracted his Ac- 
count from an authentick Register, and I shall 
beg leave to insert it at large from his Letter 
in my Appendix*. There is no doubt but the 
Provision was every way equal to the Num- 
ber, as well as to the Quality, of those. that 
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were educated and lived here, notwithstand- 
ing the Valuation I have spoke of, tho' I be- 
lieve the Revenues, upon some Accidents or 
other^ had been much altered from what they 
had been originally^ as the Number of the 
Nunns was also very much decreased some 
time before the Dissolution, as may appear 
from what my before mentioned Friend Mn 
Furney hath observed in another ^ Letter to 
me, in which he hath been pleased likewise to 
insert a Note, about our old Historians, from 
a valuable MS. of Trivet. There is now a fair 
Church at Rumsey^ being the remains of the 
dissolved Nunncrj^ \ In the same page( viz, 35. ) 
tho' the Author tells us that Edmund, Son of 
K. Edgar, died at Peterburgh, yet he hath not 
been pleased to inform us, where he was buri- 
ed, which others assure us was at Rumsey Nun« 
nery, that I have been speaking of. Whence 
weread in the Saxon Chronicle ', An. dcccclxxi. 

HcjipopS-pept)eeat>munt>aBj?elin3. -] hif lie 
li?5 aec Rumcf-ije. With which agrees Florence 
of Worcester . Clito Eadmundus^ ( saith he *, ) regis 
Eadgajufilius obiUy 8s in monaster io Rumesics honoris 
^ficiestsepullus. Nor is there any variation in that 
most excellent Copy of Florence that I have with 
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Dr. Langbaine's MSS. Noteg. This Nunnery 
had been founded but the year before by his 
Father K. Edgar, and so this was one of the 
first Bodies of the Royal Family with the Sepul- 
ture of which it was ever honoured. In p. 36. 
he tells an odd miraculous Story of K. Edgar. 
This K. Edgar died^ according to our common 
Chronicles (tho' there is a difference in some 
Writers ) in the year 975. Our Author informs 
us^ that twenty four years after his Death (which 
must be^. D. 999.) one Edward was Abbat of 
Glastonbury^ and that this Edward made a 
Tombe for K. Edgar, but that the Tombe be- 
ing too little, the King's shanks were broke by 
the directiim of the Abbat, in order to fit the 
Tombe for the Rojal Remains. Hereupon 
Bloud and Water, it seems, came out of the 
shanks, and the Abbat became blind. Which 
being look*d upon as a Miracle, Bishop Os* 
wald (the same that became Bishop of Wor- 
cester A, D. 960. and being translated to the 
Archbishoprick of York in 971. or 972. held 
both Hill his Death in 992. ' ) ran and laid the 
Bones in a rich Shrine; and that was (as o^^ 
Author asserts) in A.D, 973. (at which time 
Sigegarus^ and not Edward, whose Name I do 
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not find in tfae List, was Abbat of this Mona* 
9terj) which could not be^ if the thing happen- 
eds as our Author himself assures us it did, 
twenty four years after the King's Decease. 
But I think, after all, that the Story is to be 
understood of Egel ward, (abbat of Glastonbury) 
it being reported of him by John of Glaston* 
bury in his MS. Chronicle, and placed by him 
under the year 105^. a little after which sa-' 
crilegious act (for such the violence shew'd to 
K. Edgar's Body was esteem*d) the said abbat 
(as we are assured by that Author ) dieddistract- 
ed. In p. 37, he tells us^ that Edward the 
Martyr was buried in a Shrine at Westminster. 
Others tell us^ that he was first buried at War- 
bam, and afterwards removed to the Minster of 
Shaft&bury; tho' the Saxon Chronicle and Flo- 
ri^ce of Worcester say, that he was interred at 
Warbaro, without adding any thing about his be- 
ing removed to Shaftsbury. Nor do they place 
his Death under the year 976. as our Author 
doth, but under 978. In p« 40. he makes Ed- 
mund Ironside to be Son of K. Ethelred by his 
Queen Emma, whereas others make him his 
Son by his first Wife Elgiva. In p. 43. he 
speaks of Kurkille Earl of the Danes, wherc» 
at the Bottom of the page, I have noted, that 
he is commonly called Turkille. and indeed i^ 
is Turkille in the French MSS. lu p. 44. he 

f 3 makes 
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makes Suane die at Gainesborough ; and so aU 
80 some others : but then others relate, that 
it was at Thetford. In p. 46. he speaks of K. 
Eilred or Ethelred's falling sick at Euesham, 
whereas others say it was at Cpsham. In p. 47. 
he makes mention of the Tower of Northam- 
pton, (and 'tis tOUt also in the French;) by 
which word Tower I take it for granted, tha$ 
be means the Castle of Northampton, con- 
cerning which Leiand writes thus ' : Tlie Castel 
stondUh hard by the West Gate, and hath a large 
Kepe. The Area of the Residew is very large , and 
huUewarkes of Ycrth he made qfore (lie Ca^teUe Gaiey 
In p. 49. he tells us, that Edmund Ironside 
had no other Child besides one Son, he means 
Edward sirnamed the outlaw; whereas 'tis well 
known from other Historians, that he had an* 
other Son (younger than Edward) called Ed-; 
mund. Passing over what he says in p. 50. of 
Harold Harefoot (the Son of K. Cnute) his 
being a Bastard ( for the best Historians affirm 
the same) I cannot but remark, that whereas 
in p. 51. he makes the said Cnute to be bu- 
ried at Westminster, others assure us it was at 
Winchester. In the same page [viz. 51.) he, 
says^ that the Assembly or Meeting about Ha* 
rold Harefoot and Hardeknute was under (or 
near) Southampton. Others tell us it was at 
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Oxford, In p. 58. he tells us, that Earl God- 
win's Wife, that was banished by the Earl her 
Husband, was named Engle. Others call her 
Gytha. In p. 73. he stiles William the Con- 
queror's Queen by the name of Elianor, whom 
others call Maud. In p. ead. he calls Harold 
of Kent's Sons Edmund and Edwjn. Others 
call them Edmund and Godwyn. In p. 82. he 
calls that the third year of William the Con- 
queror's Reign, which was the thirteenth, and 
that the fourth, which was the fourteenth. In 
p. 105. he informs us, that Maud, K. Hen. the 
First's Queen, was buried in a Tomb at St. 
Paul's, and refers us to Westminster for her 
Story. Others make no mention of her being 
buried at St. Paul's, but tell us it was at West- 
minster, and so in particular the Register of 
the Priory of the Blessed Trinity (commonly 
called Christ-Church) at London, as may be 
seen from what I have published out of it in 
my Ed. of Guilielmus Neubrigcnsis *, where her 
Epitaph also occurrs; which Epitaph, it may 
be, our Author had in view, when he directed 
us to Westminster for a particular Account of 
her, tho', I suppose, he had also some other 
Record (that was much fuller) in his mind« 
that is since quite lost. In p. 137. he tells us^ 
that it was reported, that Maud the Empress 
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was burled at Feversham ; but others more tru-* 
ly observe^ that it was at Bee in Normaodj. 
The Mistake arose from Maud the Wife of 
K. Stephen's being buried therc> and it was 
K. Stephen's Queen (and not the Empress Maud, 
as our Author would insinuate) that built the 
Offices of Feversham Abbey, which Perform- 
ance, perhaps, occasioned the Author of the 
Prose Additions - to Robert of Gloucester, as 
well as Henry Huntingdon *, to ascribe the 
Foundation of the whole Abbey to her, where- 
as it was really built by her Husband K. Ste- 
phen, In p. 128. he observes. That Thomas 
k Becket's Father (Gilbert a Becket, Portgravq 
of the City of London, then the highest Go- 
Ternour of the City ^ ) was rich, being able to 
spend 300 libs, that is, as I take it, per (mnum, 
which, indeed, was a very great Sum for those 
days. In p. 157. he quotes the Romance, and 
the Romancer, of Rich. I. A Romance is a 
Story or Tale. But I have said enough, relat- 
ing to the Romance of that King's Reign, in 
my Preface * to Robert of Gloucester, whither 
I shall, therefore, refer the Reader. In p. 205. 
he tells us, that K. Richard was wounded the 
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fourth day next before Palm-sunday, and died 
nine days after. Others differ from this. |q 
p. 206, 211. he calieth K. John's Wife (by 
ivhom the King had two Sons, and two Daugh- 
ters) Elizabeth for Isabell. In p. 207. he calls 
Arthur Earl of Britain's Sister Margaret, that 
is call'd Elianor by others. In p. 210. he speaks 
of K. John's making the Walls, ( or, as he ex* 
presses i^, the ^COtttttitDQnC ) of Berwick Castle 
very thick ; a Thing which Fordun should have 
^poke of in particular, had he thought fit to 
have mentioned thfB Works of K' Jphn distinct* 
ly. In p. 212. he maizes K. John's Daughter 
Isabell to have no Children. Others say she 
)iad Children; and here, upon this occasion of 
the mention of K. John, I cannot but take no- 
tice of a singular Remark of John Ross, who 
in p. 199. of his Chronicle, that I published, 
calls Richard K. of Almayn the Brother, instead 
of the Son, of K. John. In p. 217. he tells us, 
tbat K. Hen. III. and his Retinue lodged in 
the Priory of Lewes', immediately before the 
]3attle of Lewes, ( for which Priory, I believe, 
he had a particular regard) a Thing which tho» 
noted by Stowe (who had perused Brunne and 
other old MSS.) yet is passed over by many 
other of our Historians. In p. 248. he says^ 
he thinks Q. Elianor, Wife of Edw. I. was bu- 
ried at Westminster. He might have been po- 
sitive. 
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sitive^ since 'tis certain she was buried there. 
In p; 32S. he tells us, that the Court of Rome 
is not to be trusted, and so the French MSS* 
too. This was a bold Stroke, and is what is 
alluded toby Mr. Bridges about Pope Boniface 
in the Fragment of his Letter, printed in the 
Appendix \ In p. 333. is mention made of 
Eymer, or Aymer, of Valence, Earl of Pem- 
broke, a Man of great Valour, and very ser- 
viceable both to K. Edw. I. and K. Edw. II. and 
had suitable Rewards from each. This is the 
same Aymer de Valence, that, in the 8^- year 
of K. Edw. II. (to note this by the way) ob- 
tained licence * to make a Castle of his House 
at Bampton in Oxfordshire, a Thing which if 
Dr. Plot had considered, he would not have 
conjectured, (or rcly'd, I believe, upon tradi- 
tion, which informs us, ) that it was built by K« 
John. 
In lieu of the first §. XX. After I had, upon mature 
Brunne several deliberation, and with the Advice and 
Things are here pu- Concurrence of learned Friends, re- 
use and serrice. An solved to pass over the first Part of 
Account of Mr. An- Robert of Bfunne, as being a Trans- 
aboutMr. John Gib. lationof a French Version of Greffry 
bon'sMSS. Papers in ^f Monmouth (whose Story maybe 
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I determiDed with my self, in lieu ^r. Walter Cliarle. 
thereof^ to publish some tbiugs be- tio,J jq Camden, 
sides, that would be of more benefit ^Wch Mr. Webb 

1 • ^^TTij ji_ ^*" "ot discover to 

and service to the Reader, and be, ^e such. A Passage 
withall, less bulky, (for both the Parts, relating to Stone- 

.,1^1 111 J hengii from Mr. 

With the Glossary, would have made Camden's MS. Sup- 
III Volumes.) Accordingly, therefore, ^^^J'^^ \^^ ^"^ 
besidesthe curiousRemains, that are to bUsher. 
be met with in the Appendix to this Preface, and 
in the Glossary, I have published at the End of 
Peter Langtoft these four Pieces following, viz. 
( 1 . ) The Copy of a RoUconceming Glastonbury Abbey ^ 
being a Survey of all the Estates belonging to iliat 
House at the Dissolution, taken by the King's Order 
mdfor his Vse, at the Dissolution. This Copy 
was transcribed from a noble and beautifull O- 
riginal in the Hands of a Friend (personally 
unknown to me) at Colchester, who was pleas- 
ed afterwards very kindly to present me with 
the said Copy, and to express himself with ma- 
ny particular Marks of Affection and Esteem for 
whatever I undertake for the publick. (2. ) An 
Account of the Hospital of St. Mary Magdalen 
( near Bautre) in Nottinghamshirey by John Slacke, 
Master of that Hospital. It was written at the 
Command of the most Reverend Father in 
God Richard Neile, Lord Archbishop of York, 
as appears froni>the Author's Letter (at the be- 
ginning of it ) to the Archbishop. I transcribed 

it 
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it from a MS. io the hands of a modest inge-' 
nious Gentleman^ who is one of the subscribers 
to what I publish. 'Tis a very faulty MS. But 
it being the only one I know oC I could not 
correct it otherwise than by conjecture. What 
Corrections and Notes I have made occur at 
the bottom of the page. Only I must here 
beg leave farther to note, that whereas in p. 
394, 1. 19. it is 250. /. in the English, in the La- 
tin, immediately following, it is (p. 395. 1. 26. ) 
at \^Tgeprod^lcenti$^ quadmginta libris; that the 
Robert Archbp. of York, mentioned p. 398. 1.4. 
was Robert Halgate or Holgate; that for Conir 
tnissioner in p. 400. I. 2. perhaps should be read 
Commissioners ;. and that in p. 405. 1. 2. may be 
also read vacancy as well as vacante, tho' vacante be 
nearest the MS. After I had proposed to prin^ 
this MS. I writ to my ingenious and worthy 
Friend Mr. Thoresby of Leedes in Yorkshire, 
in order to get some farther Information about 
this Hospital, much about which time I also 
writ to my learned and accomplished Friend 
Dr. Richardson of North Bierly near Bradford 
in that County, that I might, if possible, get 
some Intelligence about the nature of Earth- 
horns, mentioned in this Chronicle. But tho' 
the Action, upon account of which these Earths 
horns are spoke of, happened in that part of 
England, and tho' the Dr. be a person ex- 
tremely 
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trcmely carious in such Aflfairs, yel he was not 
able to satisfy me in that pointy as I soon un- 
derstood by a Letter from him, at which time 
he was pleased likewise to acquaint me, that 
Mr. Thoresby was incapable of writing himself 
to me, he having been lately seized with a pal-* 
sj, which had, in a great measure, deprived 
him of the use of his right hand. Hereupon 1 
writ again to Dr. Richardson, with a Request,, 
that he would, were it not too great trouble, 
be pleased to give me what light he could him- 
self in the Affair of the Hospital. Whereup- 
on, not long after, he obliged me, not only 
with a Letter written by himself, but with one 
that^ he had received from Mr. Thoresby, who 
had imploy'd a Friend to write for him; a Co- 
py of both which shall be subjoyn'd in the Ap- 
pendix '. (3.) Two Tracts written by an ano- 
nymous Author, and transcrib'd by me from 
two MSS. (both written in the same hand) that 
were lent me by Mr. West of Balliol-College, 
an ingenious and curious Gentleman (I have 
mentioned formerly *) whom I have always 
found very ready and willing to promote what- 
ever I undertake for the publick service and 
benefit of Learning. The first of these Dis* 
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courses is about some Romaa Aatiquitles dis** 
covered near Conquest in Somersetshire^ supposed 
to be the place where the Romans Conquest 
of Britain was conipleated. The other is coin 
ceraing Stane-'Henge, and is intituled^ bjr it's 
Author, A fool's Bolt soon shott at Stonage. It isi 
without doubt, the same Tract that is men- 
tioned in tiie following Passage of the Addi- 
tions to Bp. Gibson's English Ed. of Camden's 
Britannia ' : '^ The opinions about Stonehfnge 
may be reduc'd to these 7 heads; 1. That it 
is a work of the Phoenicians, as Mr. Sammes 
in bis Britannia conceits ; a conjecture that 
'^ has met with so little approbation, that I 
shall not stay to confute it. 2. That it was a 
Temple of the Druids long before the com« 
ing of the Romans; which Mr. John Au* 
brey. Fellow of the Royal Society^ endea- 
vours to prove in his Manuscript Treatise^ 
'' eniitV dMonumenta Br itatmica. 3. That it was 
^' an old Triumphal British Monument j erected 
'' to AnaraUh the Goddess of Victory, after a 
bloody battel won by the illustrious Stanings, 
and his Cangick Giants, from Divitiacus and 
'' his Bdgie; and that the Captives and Spoils 
'^ were sacrific'd to the said Idol in this Tem- 
*^ pie. Anopinionadvanc'd (upon what grounds 
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I' know not) in an anonymous MS. writ about 
tbe year 1666^ and now m the hands of the 
" learned "Mr. Andrew Pascal, Rector of Ched^ 
*' zoy near Bridgewater. 4. That it was a mo- 
nument raised by the Britains in memory of 
Queen Boadicia; advanced by the Author of 
'' Nero-Cigsar. 5. That it was a Temple built 
'' by the Romans to the God Cielum, or TermU 
'' nus, of the Tuscan order; is Mr. Jones'^y id 
*^ his ingenious Conjecture upon this Subject. 
6. That it was the burial-place of Vflier-Pen" 
dragon, Const antine, Ambrosius, and other Bri- 
tish Kings; or as others would have it^ a mo* 
nument erected by Ambrosius in memory of 
'' theBritains here slain. 7.ThatitwasaDanlgh 
monument^ erected either for a buria)^lace, 
a trophy for some victory^ or a place for the 
election and coronation of their Kings.*' 
These two MSS. are also very faulty. Some of 
the Errors I have corrected^ as the Reader 
will perceive as he goes along. What Notes I 
have added, I have distinguished from the Au>- 
thor's own by the Letter H. I have, after my 
usual custom^ observed the Author's spelling, 
which sometimes is singular, as indeed his Ob- 
servations^ tho' learned, are likewise frequent- 
ly singular. Who the Author of these two Tracts- 
was is to mc very uncertain.' 'Tis probable 
that some light may be learned from Mr. Pa- 
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schars Papers (provided they are still in being) 
which after his Death (that happened^ I think, 
in 1696, when he was succeeded as Chancelloi' 
of the Church of Wells by Marshall Brydges, 
A. M. being installed' on Nov. 23. that year) 
fell into the hands of the late Dr. Roger Maun* 
der. Master of Balliol-CoUege. As for Mr. Pa- 
schal (to whom these Tracts belonged) he watt 
(to observe this by the by) Fellow of Queen'g 
College in Cambridge, being admitted as such 
an: 1652. thus: Andreas PascaU Middlesex: in 
ArHhus Bac: eledus [^Sbau^Coli. Regin:] Jan: 
18: admissusJan: 19: 1632- This, the Read- 
er will observe, was in ill times, and therefore 
Dr. Martin the ejected President or Master up- 
on his being restored in 1660 : oblig'd all the 
Fellows that had broken Titles to a new ad-* 
mission; Andr: Pascall stands thus, Andreas 
PascaU Londinensis in locum M^. Johis Coldham 
(who was an ejected Fellow. ) And after he and 
the rest are nam'd, it is entred thus, Omnes 
rtte elecHy jurati, ^ admissi, secundum Statuta Cot- 
legii, Aug: 23, 24, Sf 25, 1660. And yet Mr. 
Paschal did not immediately succeed Mr. Cold"* 
ham, but Mr. John Hore (as I think) the im-^ 
mediate Successor. Dr. Martin was a Man of 
very high Principles, and show'd it sufficiently 

■ Le Neye'8 Fasti, pag.41« 
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upon this occasion, in such a manner^ as I care 
not to describe. Mr. Paschal besides the De- 
greeofMr.of Arts, took that of Bach, of Div. and 
Tvas presented to the Rectory of Chedzoy above 
mentioned by Francis Rolle, Esq;. He was af- 
terwards Prebendary, Canon, and ( as hath been 
already insinuated) Chancellor of Wells^ but 
published nothing that I know of, but some few 
Observations mentioned in the Transactions of 
the Royal Society. He wrot a Book upon the 
Revelations, but agreeing in his Notions with 
the late Prophetic (as he was commonly stiled ) 
Bishop of Worcester, he never printed it. I ne- 
ver heard but Mr. Paschal was in himself a grave, 
sober, learned, and religious Clergyman; but 
by the Instigation of his Wife and Daughters, 
he did some Things which were prejudicial to 
his Successor at Chedzoy, and a Blemish to his 
own Character. But to return, the late inge- 
nious Mr. John Bagford in his Catalogue (pre- 
fixed to the late English Translation of Cam** 
den's Britannia) of some Books and Treatises re- 
lating to tlie Antiquities of England, speaks of a 
short Treatise upon Stonelienge written by Mr John 
Gibbons. MS. Mr. Gibbon's MSS. Papers are 
now in the Heralds Office; but my Friend be- 
fore mentioned Mr. West, who, with the learn- 
ed Peter Le Neve, Esq;. NorroyK. of Arms, 
hath turned them all over^ assures me, that 
Vol. I. g those 



ixxxiv THE PUBLISHER'S 

those Papers chiefly relate to Heraldry^ et^ 
cept some few concerning Judicial Astrology^ 
Impulses, Dcemons^ Sgc. and that there is no-^ 
thing among them concerning Stone-henge^ be- 
sides a leaf at the End of Dr. Charleton's printed 
Book^ Tvhich is indeed wrote by Mr. Gibbon, 
but contains only extracts from Charleton, 
without any mention of it*s being Brittish. 
This single leaf confirms Mr. Bagford's Asser- 
tion; but then what is become of Mr. Gibbon's* 
Tract I cannot say. He was a man of Humour 
and some Learning; but then there is more 
Learning in the two imperfect Pieces I now 
publish. than, I think, he was master of. Who- 
ever the Author of them was, 'tis plain 'from 
what he says ' himself, that he was living in 
the year 1670. He designed a Frontispiece 
to his Discourse of Stone-henge, containing a 
Draught of some (as many as be thought ne- 
cessary ) of the Stones : as also a Map* of Wilt- 
shire. But both are wanting. Nor do I think, 
that he ever finished them. Tho' Dr. Charle- 
ton*s opinion was exploded by many, when' his 
Book first appeared, yet it was applauded by 
divers very eminent Antiquaries, one of which 
was Sir William Dugdale, and they did not 
•tick to affirm (what vex'd Mr. Webb, who 



■ See p. 499, 501. 

could 



PftfiPACE. LX\XY 

toutd not forbear speaking very contemptuous- 
ly, as appears sufficiently from his Book^ not 
Only of Dr. Charleton, but even of that very 
great man Olaus Wormius,) that they verily be* 
liev'd Dr. Charleton to be in the right in raak-» 
ing it a Danish Work, and since that time ma-» 
ny others declare themselves to be of the sanie 
mind, as others do (one of which is the Author 
we publish ) that it is Brittish, in which they ar« 
confirmed by the very old Brittish Writer in 
Jesus-College Library. I care not (at present) 
to interpose my own opinion in this Affair, but 
I shall beg leave to take notice^ that whereas 
all the three Pieces about Stonis-henge, viz. 
Mr. Jones's, Dr. Charleton's^ and Mr. Webb% 
are very lately 'reprinted together^ it appears 
to me, that the Edition is by no means equal to 
the first Edition of those three Pieces^ ( I mean 
as they all three came out separately*) and 
that 'tis there ' falsly insinuated that Dr. Charle- 
ton died in one of those Islands, which are the Re^ 
inains of our French Conquests. For tho' this 
great man was unhappily reduced to Straits in 
the latter part of his Life^ and found himself 
therefore obliged to retire into * the Isle of Jer^ 



" Lond. 1725. fol. . * The 
first, viz. Mr.' Jones's, at 
Lond. 1666. fol. The 2d. 
Br. Charleton's,. at Lond. 
1663. 4to. The 3d. Mr. 



Webb's, at Lond. 1665. fol. 
3 Viz. at the l^giuning of the 
Edition, in p. 5. of the Afe. 
moirs rthuinj^ to the Lift and 
Writings oflnigo Jcn:s, Esq;. 

g 2 scy. 
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scy* jct he really died ( in a very indigent con- 
dition^ d AngUa qttam ingrata es bene de te meren- 
tibus ! said some great Danish Lords to the fa- 
mous Mr. Oughtred') and was buried in Lon- 
don^ as may be learned from the following 
Passage^ that was writ in a Letter * to me by 
my late reverend and very learned Friend Dr. 
Thomas Smithy which will also correct what is 
said in the second (or spurious) Edition of 
Athena Oxonienses ' about the year in which 
Dr. Charleton was born.——'' As to what con- 
^' cemes Dr. Charleton^ short Memorials of whose 
*' life^ I beeleive^ wil be written by some one 
or other of his surviving friends^ I can onely 
tell you at present very briefely^ that hee was 
the son of Walter Charleton^ Doctor of Di- 
'^vinity^ and borne at Shipton-Mallet inSo- 
^' mersetshire on Candlemas day in the yeare 
^' 1620. as wee reckon^ bred up in Magdalen 
'' Hall Oxon. under the care and tuition of Mr. 
afterwards Bp.Wilkins^ created Dr. of Physic 
in 1642. as appears by the diploma^ which 
'' hee formerly shewed mee, and was together 
^^ with Dr. afterwards Sir Edward Greaves^ bro- 
'' ther of Mr. John Greaves^ travelling Physi- 
^' cian to K. Charles I. from that time forward^ 
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' Coll. nostr. MSS.Vol.82. 
p. 37. * Dated atLondou 31 
May 1707. »Vol. II. coll. 
1 1 12. where we are told, that 



Dr. Charlton tua.t horn atShfpm 
toH' Mallet on the second day qf 
Febr. 1619. 
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*' whilst that excellent^ but greatly unfortunate, 
'^ Prince was able to keepe an army in the field : 
'^ which particulars, with many others, too long 
^* to bee here related, hee haj told mee more 
'' than once. Hee dyed the 24*^, of April last • 
'' in the 87^. yeare of his age, and was buryed, 
^* according to his earnest desire and express 
'' order, the Sunday next following, viz* 27 • 
*' very privately and obscurely in the Church- 
•' yard of St. Paul's Co vent-Garden". Instead 
of saying more of this learned Person at this 
time, I will only insert what is spoke of him 
in a ^. MS- that formerly belonged to him- 
self, but was given by him, about a fortnight 
before he died, (and not long after his Ono-^ 
masticon Zoicon, of the folio Ed. with great 
Improvements by the Author's own hand, in 
order to another Edition, which it very well 
deserves, was sent to the University of Ox- 
ford, and put into the Bodlejan Library, to 
which he had in his prosperity been a Bene- 
factor) to the said Dr. Thomas Smith, who 
left it to me with many other MSS. at his 
Death as a Legacy. Omnibus in cortfesso est, 
hunc virum constantissimc Regias partes catami" 
tosissimis etiam temporibus tutatum fuisse : s^ks 
dicentem, ReUgiorU, nisi salvd Rep. cansuli non 



' Via. in 1707. 
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posse; salvam auiem Remp. servari non posse, nisi 
Legitima successione servatd. There is one thing 
which at this time it will be improper to pass 
by, and that is^ that whereas Mr. Webb hath 
taken abundance of learned pains to refute Dr. 
Charleton^ I have often wondered^ that^ whilst 
he was striving all he could ' to weaken that 
Argument^ to prove the Monument Danish, 
which the Dr. drew from an Inscription in odd 
Characters, queted by him from Camden, and 
supposed by him to be Runick, Mr. Webb 
(who otherwise very readily catcht at every 
thing he could of that kind to expose the Dr.) 
had not discovered, that the Words were not 
really Mr. Camden% but his Translator Dr. 
Philemon Holland's. The Words are these, as 
I find them in pag. 254. of the Translation * : 
/ have heard that in the time of King Henrie the 
Eighth, there was found necre this place [of Stone- 
henge] a table ofmettall, as it had beene tinne and 
lead commixty inscribed with ma:ny letters, but in 
so strange a CJiaractcr, that neither Sir Thomas E^ 
liot, nor mmter Lilye Schoole-Master of Payls, 
could read it, and therefore neglected it. Had it 
beene preserved, somewhat liappilt/ might have beene 
discovered as concerning Stonehenge, which now 
Ueth obscured. Which Words are in no Latin 



* SoeWebb's Vindication of | A*c. of the new Edition. * Of 
Stance Heng restored, p. 78, I the Ed. at Lond. 1637. 

Edi- 
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Edition; nor is there any thing like them in 
Mr. Camden's Latin Book (of the folio Ed. 
1607.) as I have it corrected and improved 
ivith his own haind^ and for that reason both 
this^ as well as other Interpolations of Dr. Hol- 
land are deservedly put at the bottom of the 
Page in the late Translation, And yet I can- 
not but acknowledge, that Mr. Camden does 
speak of an Inscription in his Supplement to the 
Topographical Descriptum of Britain, which I have 
in MS.' in his own hand writing, where * I 
meet with the fallowing Things about Stone- 
henge that are not in the Britannia it self. ^' As 
'^ for Stone-heng uppon Sarisbury plaine, I can* 
'* not tellwhat to saye. » I know;oute of Vitru- 
^' vi us that the ' auncient' imitating the nature 
^- of heaven, did especially .take pleasure in 
*' round Temples ; yeat considering the rudnes 
'^ and deformity of this work, I cannot persuad 
'' my self, that it was in Claudius the Emperour'a 
'^ time, when Architecture was come to the 
^' topp of perfection. To think they were 



' Inter Codd. Sinit}iianos, 
NiiTn.YII. Ittsthnsintit'led: 
A Supinnent of the Topogram- 
phicall Description of Britain 
puhlished mdcx. Conteining 
many specialites tuhich since 
have intervened concemingCre^ 
ations. Inscriptions and other 
memorable matters in England , 
Scotland, Ireland, and theYsles 
udjacemt, Dedicated to theright 



honorable Thomas Earle of 
ArunJell and Surrey Primier 
EarJe ofEnglftndf CordHowm 
ardf Fitz^Alan, Maltravers, 
Mowbray, Segrave, Bruseand 
Clun, Knight of the most no^ 
ble Order (^ the Qarter,and of 
his Majesties most honorable 
privie Counceli^ ^ f^, 55, 
i L. auncients. 
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^' brought hither oute of Ireland by Magick^ 
'' were doting impiety^ when the like stones, 
^^ for greatness and graine^ are found at Avely 
'' and elswher. If the smale Pyramides about 
'* (he midle centure be just thirty, it may allud 
to the 30 encounters, that Vespasian, sent 
by Claudius, had with the Britains. If we 
have any hope of discovering the veritie here- 
in, the very centre is to be digged open^ and 
the inscription to be looked with the letters 
'' down-ward. How so ever it seemeth to con- 
'' cern Aurelius Ambrosius, when as the next 
*^ town is denominated Ambresbury of him. 
'^ And because it is situated in the midst as it 
" were of the Isle from the East to the West, 
*' doubtless it was a place for convention uppon 
'' divers occasions. I doubt not but the Bri- 
taines and Hengest mett here for their confe- 
rence> and that it was called therupon Sten- 
Hengest (as Rudborn testifieth. ) How Clau- 
'^ dius remitted to the nobilitie of Britane the 
^' confiscation of their goodes, and that ther- 
^' fore they erected an alter to him, and adored 
** him as a God, and how select gentlemen 
«' wearing Crownes of Gold spent their private 
" states, you maye reade in Tacitus and Aria- 
*' nus,and theBritans called liClioreaGigcmtumy 
'' that is, the Temple of Giantes, you may 
^< read in the foresayd Rudborn, and how the 

'' place 
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'' pkce was called ]&f|f m 05plllien> >• the ridge 
*^ of Bath J I need not to remember^ neither 
** how the stones of Mercolij were so disposed, 
'' that here was one stone^ ther was an other^ 
** and the third placed upon them both. At a seiden de 

, 5 , , . Diw Syrii. 

'' word^ I am persuaded that ' this were so 
'* placed by the first inhabitants of this ysle»* 
'^ when as Hector Boetius writeth that Mainwr 
" King of the Scotts didinstUut solemne ceremames9 
* ^ and erecting huge stones in divers 'places circtdarlt/, 
the greatest ever toward the SoiUh, which served 
in steed of an alter to * sacri^ beastes therupon. 
** Hues stones are yeat extant called by the common 
sort. The temples of the Gods. Any man tJuu 
seeth them would mervaile by what arte and what 
strength of men they were so reared. Thus farr 
^' Boetius. What other men can gatherout of the 
word ycluiSy which signifieth^ in the Britain 
language^ lame, I see not, albeit I know thaf 
'^ the name of Claudius came original^ from 
^' lamnes. Not long since a hilloc was here dig. 
'' ged down, and in it was found a stagg's hedd^ 
*' and under neth coales, which is a manifest 
'' profe that it was a Land marck. 

§. XXI. I have above declared, that Stone-henge per. 
I have no mind at this time to inter- hapsaBritishMona. 

. , r, ment,notwitiwtand- 

pose my own Sentiments about Stone- ing it might have 
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been a Roman henge, and yet ivhereas formerly I 

Work. Mr. Cam. , ^ . ^ m » *i * ».• u 

den's Approbation "^¥6 Signify d , that 'tis a Roman 

of, and AMistance Work, I shall now 80 far gratify the 

in, Dr. Holland's ^ . i . 

Additions, may jns. Reader's curiosity as to assure him, 
tify such as cite them ^1,^1 I still am inclin'd to think it so 

for Mr, Camden's . , t* 

own. much owing to the Romans, as to have 

one or more of them for carrying on the Ar- 
chitecture, whilst, at the same time, it is pro- 
bable it was, as our anonymous Author stiles it, 
a Brittisli and no Roman Monument, or it may 
be even the Britains themselves raised it accord- 
ing to the Rules of Architecture in which they 
had been instructed by the Romans, both peo- 
ple being as it were now incorporated, and the 
Britains being at length so much beloved by 
the Romans, that the Romans were very will- 
ing to do all imaginable service to them, as 
may appear from the Assistance they receiv'd 
from the Romans even at that time when the 
Romans were oblig'd to relinquish the Isle for 
securing other Parts of the Empire. But I will 
not, I must not exspatiate. And yet I cannot, 
before I leave this Subject, but ingenuously 
confess, that I my self, some years ago, fell* 
into the same mistake with Mr. Webb in tak- 
ing Dr. Philemon Holland's Interpolation for 



' Doctor Hist. Vol. IT. p. 
319. Discourse concerning 
some Antiquities found in 
York-shire, at the End of the 



first Vol. of Inland's t in. p. 
106. * See the said Discourse, 
p. 106. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Camden's own Words. And indeed, up- 
on recollection, I think that thej may still be 
properly enough call'd Camden's, since he both 
allow 'd of that and other Additions of the Dr's. 
and hath not any where, that I know of, dis- 
claimed them, having, I suppose, help'd the Dr. 
to many of them, and being willing enough, 
that they should be quoted and look'd upon as 
his own. And 'twas upon account of his ap- 
probation of what Dr. Holland did, that he 
drew up the Suppl ment, with a design that it 
should be taken into the second Edition, in 
which nevertheless it was omitted, being not, it 
may be, communicated to him. It is likely 
Mr. Webb himself also considered this matter, 
which if so it will excuse him also, as well as Dr. 
Charleton and others, for ascribing kny Inter- 
polation to Mr. Camden, and then it will cease 
to be a wonder, that either he or any one else 
shoiild mention Mr. Camden's instead of Dr. 
Holland's name. 

Oxford August 3. 
1725. 
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APPENDIX 

To his Preface. 



Num. I. Vide Prief. §- t. 

E Pitseo de illustrib. Aoglis Scriptorib. p. 890. 
in Appendice. 

De Petro Longeito^a. 
|£TRVSLoDgatoBta, Galium fuisse 
Buspicautur nonaulli, ego verd 
existimo natione Anglum. Fuit 
ordinis S. Augustini Canonicui 
regularis in cceoobio Bridliadg- 
tonensi Eboracensis agri. Vir cui pietas 
& doctriaa celebre nomen dederimt. Hu- 
maniores bene tenuit litteras, historiis le- 
gits & scribendit non mediocriter delecta- 

tus. 
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tus. In Galliis aliquando studuit^ & linguam 
Gallicam accurati^ calluit. Ex Hereberto Bos- 
tamo Latine scriptam transtulit in rithmos Gal- 
licanos 

Fitam S. Thoma Canttmriensis, Librum unum. 

Scripsit AnglicichroniconAnglue, Librum tmum. 
MS. in bibliotheca Baronis Lumleiaoi. De hoc 
auctore nihil prorsus aliud invenio 

This is all in Pitseus. He seems to have in- 
tended more by the Points. Longatosta, I sup- 
pose^ is a Mistake in him, as well as in Leland 
and Gesner for Longatofta. 

Num. IL Vide Pr»f. §• v. 

E LdofuU Comm. de Scriptorib. Brit. p. 218. 

■ ■'■' Petrus Longatosta, canonicus Avgustini^ 
anus in coenobio Brillendunensi, hunc [Hereferft 
Bossarihaniensis de vita Thonue Becketi] transtulit 
in Gallicos rhjthmos libellum. 



Num. III. Vide Praef. §. v. 

E BiUiothecd Gemeri, IVgwi 1583, Fol. 

Petrus Longatosta^ Gallus^ Canonicus Re- 
gularis coenobii Bridlyngtonensis in Anglifi^ ex 
latino sermone in metra Gallica transtulit opus 
Hereberti de Bosham de Vit& Thomas Cantua- 
riensis Lib. I. Joannes Lelandus. 

Num. 
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Num. IV. Vide Prsef. §. v: 

Bp. Nicolson's Engl, Historical Library, p. 79. 

Ed.Fol. 

^■~- Paer de Langaofl, Vf ho drew upan'^'- 

tome of our Cbronicles of old French Rhimes, 

bestowea one whole Book upon Edward I. 

Num. V. Vide Prsef. $. ix, xii, xit. 
Jtobert of Brwme's Prologue to Jiis Chronicle. 
Jncipit Prologus de historia Britannite, transumpta 
per Bobertum in matema lingua. 

fe Ordyngea, that be now hercj 
' Jf je wille listene Sc lere 
' All Jie story of Inglandc, 
' AIs Robert Mannyng wryten it &Dd| 
& on Inglyacli bas it schewetl, 
Not (or (w lerid bot for jw lewed. 
For )w Jnt in |>ig land vonn, 
Jnt )k Latyn no Frankys conn. 
For to haf solace & gamen 
InfelawachipwheiTftaisitt samen. 
And it is wisdom forto wyttea 
]k state of \)e land, an baf it wrylen ; 
Whatmanereof folk first it wan, 
& of what kynde it first b^an. 

' Bibl. Cott. Julius, A. 6. 
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And gude it is for many thynges. 
For to here \>e dcdis of kynges^ 
Whilk were foles & whUk were wysc, 
& whilk of )>am couth mast quantyse ; 
And whilk did wrong & whilk ryght, 
& whilk mayntend pes & fyght. 
Of )>are dedes salle be my sawe^ 
In what ty me & of what. lawe, 
I salle %ow schewe fro gre to gre. 
Sen \>e tyme of sir Noe, 
Fro Noe vnto Eneas, 
& what betwix ])am was. 
And fro Eneas tille Brutus tyme, 
jnA kynde he telles in l^is ryme. 
Fro Brutus tille Cadwaladres, 
)>e last Bryton }7at ))is lande lees. 
Alle ]>2Li kynde & alle the frute, 
t'at come of Brutus ^^at is ]>e Brute ; 
And ]>e.ryght Brute is told nomore,' 
)>an the Brytons tyme wore. 
After ]>e Bretons )>e Inglis camen, 
}>e lordschip of ))is lande l^ai namen ; 
South & North, West & Est, 
)>at calle men now }>e Inglis gest. 
When ^^ai first amang )>e Bretons, 
]mt now ere Inglis jmn were Saxons, 
Saxons Inglis hight alle oliche. 
}^i aryued yp at Sandwyche, 
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In \>e kynge's tyme Yortogerne, 
jmi ]>e lande walde J^am not werne. 
}>at were maystere of alle ]?e to|niey 
HengUt he bight & Hon his bro]7ure. 
jfcs were bede^ als we fynde, 
Where of is comen oure Inglis kynde. 
A bundrethe & fifty ^ere J^ai com, • 
Or jmi receyued CrbteiiQom • 
So lang woned )m |>is lande in^ 
Or })ai herde out of Saynt Anstyn^ 
Amang jfe Bretons with mykelle wO| 
In sclaundire, in threte & in thro. 
)» Inglis dedes ^e may here^ 
As Pers telles alle }>e manere. 
One mayster Wace }« Frankes telles, 
\fe Brute alle }>at |^ Latyn spelles. 
Fro Eneas tille Cadwaladre, 
\>iM mayster Wace I'er leues he. 
And ryght as mayster Wace says, 
I telle myn Inglis jfe same ways. 
For mayster Wace \>e Latyn alle rymes, 
]>at Pers onerbippis many tymes. 
Mayster Wace ))e Brute alle redes, 
& Pers tellis alle ))e Inglis dedes. 
\>et mayster Wace of jfe Brute left, 
Ryght begynnes Pers eft. 
And tellis forth \>e Inglis story, 
& as he says, ])an say L 

Als 
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Als |>ai haf wryteir& sayd, 
Haf I allc in myn Fnglis layd, 
la symple speche as I coathe^ 
]>at is lightest in manners mouthe. 
I mad noght for no disoiirs, 
Ne for no seggers no harpours^ 
Bot for \>e luf of symple men"% 
\>ai strange Inglis can not keiT. 
For many it ere \>ai strange Inglis 
In ryme wate neuer vliat it is. 
And bot}7ai Vfisi what it mente, 
Ellis me thoght it were alle schente. 
1 made it not forto be prayscd, 
Bot at ]>e lewed raen"'were aysed. 
If it were made in ryme couwee^ 
Or in strangere or enterlace^ 
Jmt rede Inglis it ere inowe, 
l^at cou(he not haf coppled a kowe^ 
J'at outhere in couwee or in baston 
Som suld haf ben fordon. 
So Jmt fcle men ]>at it berde, 
Suld not witte howe )mt it ferde. 
I see in song in scdgeyng tale 
Of Erccldoun & of Kendale^ 
Non l^am says as }>ai l^ara wroght, 
& in )>er sayng it semes noght, 
]>at may ]>ou here in Sir Tristrem^ 
Ouer gestes it has }>e stoem, 
VoLI. h Ouer 
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Ouer all ]>SLi is or was. 

If men it sayd as made Thomas. 

Bot I here it no man so say, 
jfht of som copple som is away. 
So J?are fayre saying here beforne, 
Is )mre trauayle'nere forlorne* 
]>ai sayd it for pride Sc nobleye, 
\fBi non were suylk as ]>e\f 
And alle )>at ])ai wild ouerwherej 
AUe ]>ai ilk wille now foriare. 
)?ai sayd in so quainte Inglis, 
)>at roanyone wate not what it is, 
)>erfore hcuyed wele )>c more 
In strange rymc to trauaylc sore, 
And my wi(te was oure thynne. 
So strange speche to trauayle in. 
And forsoth I couth noght 
So strange Inglis as J^ai wroght,' 
And men besoght mc many a tyniei 
To turne it bot in light ryme. 
)>ai sayd, if I in strange it f urne. 
To here it manyon suld skurnc* 
For it ere names fulle selcouthe, 
}>at ere not vsed now in mouthe. 
And ]?erfore for ]>e comonalte, 
\mX blythely wild listen to me, 
On light lange I it begcui, 
For luf of ye lewed mm ^ 



To 
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To telle ))am )>e chaunces bolde^ 

)mt here before was doii & tolde. 

For Yis luakyng I wille no racde, 

Bot glide prayere, whea je it rede, 

|?erforc, je lordes lewcd, 

For wham I haf \>\s Inglis schewed^ 

Prayes to God he gyf me grace, 

i trauayled for ;our solace. 

Of Brunne I am, if any me blame, 

Robert Maanyng is my name. 

Blissed be hd of God of heuene^ 

)mt nie Robert with gude wille neueiic^ 

In )>e thrid Edwarde's tyme was I j ' 

Wheal wrote alle J^is story. 

In )7e hous of Sixille I was a throwe^ 

Danz Robeit of Maltohc J^at je know 

Did it wryte for fclawcs sake^ 

\Vhea J^ai wild solace make* 



Num. VI. Vide Praef. §. x, xix. 

Hxtract of a Lettet^ relating to Robert of Brunne 
and Peter de Ldngtofty toritten from London to 
ike Publisher by the late learned John Bridgei^ 
Esq;, Nov. 23. 1 723. 

— — This day, by Godfrey the Oxford 
Carrier, there goes a Packett, directed to Will- 
mott the Bookseller, in which there is the MS. 
of Robert of Brunne. It belongs to the hmer 

hS TtmpU 
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Temple Library^ being given^ with other MSS. 
to that Society by the last Will of WilHam Petyi, 
Esq;, late Keeper of the Records in the Tower 
of London. And Mr. Anstis being one of \m 
Trustees^ I have^ by his means^ procured it for 
you^ in order to be printed. 

It seems to be a perfect MS. from the be- 
ginning to the End^ and written about the same 
time that the Author liv'd, viz. at the beginning 
of Edw. 3^\ Reign^ You'll find in it severall 
Things worthy of Remark. 

First, it appears, that he tiv'd sometime in 
the Monastery of SixiU or Sixle in Lincolnshire, 
amixt Monastery of Nunns and Friers: And 
that he calls himself Robert Mamiing ofBrunne, 
now Bourne, a Town also in Lincolnshire, where 
was a Monastery. He calls himself also Danx 
Bobert of MdUon. 

2«iiy. The Prologues acquaint us, that Per» 
{or Peter) de Langtoft, Canon of Bridlington, 
wrote the Original History in French Rhime* 
One part whereof, viz. from Eneas to CaduoaUa- 
der, was taken from Gcffry of Monmouth, and 
abridg'd by the said Peter, but translated more 
at large into French by Mayster Wace, which 
Mayster Wace is followed cheifly by the Trans- 
lator; but in the other part, viz. to the End 
of Edw. L he tells the Story according to Lang* 

tqft. 

3%- 
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3dij. There is an exact account of his being 
Author of this Translation by a Note at the End 
of both the first and second Parts, together 
^ith the Time when it was wrote. 

4thiy. There are some particular Passages of 
History found in the Translator^ that are not 
in the Original^ viz. That King John died at 
Hauhe (or Haugh) in LincolnslUre. That Wm^ 
tilian, the daughter of LeweUyn, being an In- 
fant about two years old when her Father was 
beheaded, was profess'd and died a Nun in the 
Convent at Semprtngham. And that Gladous, 
her Couzin-German^ daughter of David bro- 
ther of LeweUiffiy died also a Nun in the Mona- 
stery of Sixle, both of them being in the Coun- 
ty o^ Lincoln, You'll find also in most Passages 
the Translator to be more copious and large 
than his Original. 

5thi7' Iq ^^b Prologues he takes notice of se- 

m 

yerall sorts of Old English Yerse^ viz. Couxve, 
Stranger, Enterlace, and Boston. The first of 

m 

which (Couwe) he gives Instances of and Marks 
in the Margin. He also mentions severall 
Tales of Erceldoun, Kendalc and TrUtrem, all 
which were very well known in those Days, 
But I find none of them expounded in our Mo- 
dern Glossaries^ which therefore^ as well as o- 
ther antient Terms and Words, will need an 
Explanation. 

h 3 6^"7- 
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gthiy. 'pfig Historian speaks very freely of th© 
Vices of the Court of Ronie, particularly Pope 
Boniface. 

There is a MS. in French Metre of Peter dc 
Langtqft in the Cotton Library, Julius A. In the 
first Page thereof are these Remarks in mo- 
dern Hands : 

^- Hanc P. Langtoft in Gallicam prosam yer- 

'* tit Auctor Scalas Chronica^. Let/land. 

^* Multa continet notabilia, quae apud vul- 

'' gatos Historicos hand facile invenies. 

" r. G." (i. e. Thomas Gale. ) 

^' Aliud Exemplar extat in Collegio Heral- 

*' dorum Extat Versio Anglicana in- 

'' Lambethana Bibl. T. G." 

In the Eletichus of the said Cotton Library 

MS. 'tis rightly observ'd, that this Historian 

is very prolix or spatious in the Life of Edw. I. 

The second part of the Chronicle begins 

with these four Latin Verses : 

Incipiunt Gesta, qua sunt Anglis manifesta, 
Beda pater prasta Pefiv, quod dicat homsta. 
Lector narrahit id quod Scriptura parabit. 
Petrus dictdbit quod sibi Beda dabit. 

At the end of the Volume (after a Tale or 
Romance in French of five Leaves, which in- 
tervene) are three other Verses, which seem to 
rcfcrf to the same Peter de Langtoft. 

f'Jrtus 
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" Artus Seriptorit caretmt gravitate dohris. 
" Sermo de Brutofit sub dictamine Mo. 
" Culpa datur Petro dfficitnte Metro. 
This Translation was taken at first for Robert 
of Gloucester hy the total Ignorance of the Own- 
ers. — It is very strange^ that this Author has 
never been taken notice of or quoted. la my 
Opinion, it far exceeds R. of Gloucester^ both 
for the matter and manner of bis Story. Nei* 
ther do I find any Account of hipi in Ldand, or 
the other Byograpbers. Bishop Nicolson says 
little or nothing. — - — — ^ 



Num. VII. Vide Prajf. §. x, xiv. 

Robert of Brvnne^s Transition (called a Prologue by 
Mr. Bridges J from the first tq the second Part of kit 
Chronicle. 

Explicit historia BritannifB, transposita in lin~ 
gaam tnateriiam per Robertum, Jncipiunl Gesia An- 
glortim secundum Petrum de Ltuigtoftf transposit* 
per eundem R. Mtm^yng. 

i OW baf I told gf \>e Btetons. 
, Of kynges & som barons. 

How )M.-i mayutend Jfig lond, 
I Si])en Brutus first it fond. 
Unto Cadwaldre'B tyme, 
l)er of Brdon leae we to ryme, 
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ft now of Inglis wille we tellci 
Sen ])e Bretons here gan duelle, 
jmt (oke )>e lond l^orgh Code's heste, 
\>er tyme we kalle )>e Inglis geste^ 
A\le is cald geste Inglisi 
I'at on ]7is langage spoken is. 
Frankis spech is cald Romance^ 
So sais cicrkes & men of Franoef 
Pers of Lnngtoft, a chanon 
Of }>e lious of ' Brdlyngtou , 
OiT Frankis stile J^ie storic wrole 
Of Inglis kynges, for him we wo(e 
He wrote ]>er dcdos as \>c\ \iTouhty 
Ailier him in Inglis I it brouht. 
Of his menyng I wote J?e way, 
Bot his faire spech I can not say. 
I am not worj^i open his bokci 
For no konyng )>er on to loke, 
Bot forto schcw his raykclle witle 
On my spech, ]mi is bot skitte ; 
How he was quaynt in spech & wys, 
}>at suilk 9 boke mad of pris, 
& gadred \>e stories alle iillc one^ 
)>at neuer ore was rna^ for none. 
Whan he first bigan his werk^ 
He bisouht a holy clerk, 
To gyue him grace weic to spedey 
^t holy man hight S. B(*de. 

^Sic 
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For in his bakes mykelle he foody 

He mad fyiie bokes of Inglond. 

I salle praie him ]?at ilk wais^ 

AIs he holy & curtaisi 

He gif me grace wele to say^ 

& rightly y\s in rymc lay, 

]>is story ))at is said of Persp 

J'at allc be paicd JTat it hers. Amen* 

Num. VIII. Vide Prifif. §, xi. 
The Proceedings of the Abhat and Convent of Win^ 
Chester against Jpan of London^ A* D. 1985. 
From an old MS. Fragment of that Age^ given 
to the Publisher hy Thomas fFardy Esq;. 

OflScialis curiae Cantuariensis religiose viro 
priori reverenter salutera in Christo Ihesu. Sua 
Doverit religio^ ubi abbas & conventus Win- 
chester peticione monstrarunt^ quod vos^ prae* 
tendentes a sede apostolica vobis esse comrais- 
sum, ut ip monasterio suo de Winchester^ Jo- 
Jiannas de London^ mulieti conversacj ad sui 
sustentaciouem^ syo perpetuo de tanto faceretis 
annis singulis providere^ quautuni uqus de mo- 
nachis, ibidem existentibys^ pro suis alimentis 

percipit^ annuatim eidem Johanns^ ' octo s . 
sterlingorum, percipiendos per annum^ quoad 

' F. octo scilicet Ifbras sterlingomm, percipiendas. 

yixerit. 
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vixerit/de monasterio Wynchester memorato^ 
certis terris^ pro asqualibus porcionibus^ nomi- 
ne sustentacionis hujus religiosas^ ipsis ad base 
nullatenus evocatis^ nee de ipso mandato apo- 
stolico^ seu de provisione ipsa^ per citacionis 
seu denuDciacionis modum, quicquam scienti- 
bus, sed ignorantibus, immo nulla super facuU 
tatibus dicti monasterii^ seu super estimatione 
yel yalore exhibicionis seu sustentacionis cujus- 
cunq; monachi domus ejusdcm per annum, in- 
quisicioneprsemissa, in ipsorum religiosorum^ ac 
suae domus, prasjudicium non modicum & gra- 
vamen, priesertim cum in inmensum srealieno 
fuerint ornati, non absq; juris offensa, inique 
& temere providistis, a qua vestras provisionis 
hujus sentencia, tanquam ab iniqua, quam ci- 
te id ad notitiam eorundem pervenit, sedem 
apostolicam, & pro tuitione sedem Cantuari- 
^nsern legitime, ut asserunt, applicuerunt. Qua- 
le Yobis inhibemus, & ceteris omnibus, qui- 
bus exigit inhiberi, ne> pendente in curia Can* 
tuariensi hujus tuitionis appellationis negocio, 
aliud hac occasione acceptetur seu acceptare fa- 
eiatis, in partis paejudicium appellantis, quo 
minus liberam habeat prosecutionem appella- 
tionis suas, prout justum fuerit ' utriusq;. Ci- 
tetur eciam, seu citare facialis peremptorie par- 



' Sic cum duobus puoctis sub Uy pcrinde ac si utrisque leg! 
debcat. 

tem 
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tern appellatam^ quod compareat coram nobis, 
vet commissario nostro^ in ecclesia beatae Ma- 
rias de arcubus Londonias, tercio die juridico 
post Octavas Sanctas Trinitatis^ factura & re« 
ceptura super prasmissis^ quod postulaverit or- 
do juris, & pariter ad procedeodum in princi- 
palis si viderit expedire. De die vero receptio- 
nisprassentium, & quod super prasinissis feceri^ 
tis, nobis, vel commissario nostro, dictis die & 
loco constare facialis, per litteras vestras paten- 
tes harum seriem continentes. Dat. Londonias 
quarto Nonas Maii, anno Domini M®. CC*. 
octogesimo quinto. 

Num. IX. Vide Prief. §, xi. 

4 Letter concerning the repitted Nunnery at Little 
GidcUng in fluntingtonshire. From a MS. lent 
to the Publisher on July 6^. 1 724. by Tliomw 
Ward, of Longbridge near Warwick, Esq;. 

The Goppic of my Letter to Sr. Thomas Hed- 
lej, Kt, Serjeant at Lawe, upon his Request 
to certifie, as I found, concerninge the re- 
puted Nunaerie att Giddinge in Hunting- 
tonshire, 

Good Mr. S^eqnfj 

I cann give you but a short Relation of my, 
pot two bowers^ staye at the reputed (at least 

re- 
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reported) Nunnery at Giddinge, and yet must 
leave out three partes of our passages^ as fitter 
for Relation then a letter. I came thither af- 
ter terme^ and found a faire house fairelie 
seated^ to which I passed through a faire grove, 
and sweete walkes^ letticed and gardened on 
both sides, their livelihood. 500ii. per annum 
(as my Lord Mountague tolde mee.) 

A man servant brought me into a faire 
spacious Parlour, whether soone after came to 
mee the olde Gentlewoman's second sonn, a 
batchelor of a plaine presence, but of able speech 
and parts, whoe (after I had, aswell as in such 
case I coulde, deprecated anye ill conceipt of 
mee, for soe unusuall and bolde a visite) en- 
tertayned mee very civilly, and with humility, 
yet saide, I was the first that ever came to 
them in that kinde, though not the first that 
they had heard of, that determined to come. 
After Deprecations and some Complements, 
bee said, I shoulde see his mother, if I pleased. 
I shewinge my desire, hee went upp into a 
Chamber, and presently came his mother, (a 
tall, straight, cleare complextioned, grave Ma-^ 
tron, of. 80. yeares of age) his eldest brother 
married, (but wheather ' Widdpwe or noe, I 
asked not^ ) a short, blacke complextioned man^ 
his apparrell and hayresoe fashioned, as made 

' F. Widoxicr. 

him 
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kim shewe Preist like^ and bis sister married 
to one Mr. Cooles^ by wbom sbee batb. 14. 
or. 15. Children^ all wbicb are in tbe howse^ 
wbicb I sawe not yet ; and of tbese^ and two 
or tbree mayde servants^ the Familie consisted. 
I saluted tbe motber, and daughter, not like 
Nunnes, but as wee use to salute otber wo- 
men ; and after wee were all sett circular wise, 
and my Deprecations renewed to tbe other 
three, I desired that, to their favour of enter- 
tayninge of mee, they woulde add the givinge 
of mee a free libertie to speake ' ingeniouslie, 
what I conceived of any tbinge I sboulde see 
or have hearde of, without any distast to them. 
Which beinge graunted, 

I first tolde them what I had heard of the 
Nunnes of Giddinge; of two watcbinge and 
prayinge all night; of their Cannonicall bowers; 
of their crosses on tbe outside, and inside of their 
Cbappell ; of an Alter there richly decked with 
plate, tapestry, and tapers; of their * Adora- 
tions, Iniculations at their entringe therein, 
which I objected might savour of Superstition 
and Popery. 

Heere the younger sonne (the mouth for 
them all) cut mee off, and to this last an* 
sweared. 



' Sic. * F. Adorations, Genvjkclions, and Crcniculations. 
tic infra in libello impretso. 

First 



^m^^f^ 
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First with a protestation^ that hee did ai 
Verelj beleeve the Pope to bee Antichrist^ as 
an J Article of his faith. Where with I was 8a«« 
tisfied and silenced touchinge that pointe. 

For the Nunnery, hee said^ the names of 
Nunnes was odious, but the truth ( from whence 
that untrue report might arise) was two of his 
' Neeces, and lived one with thother. 32. yeares 
Yirgins^ and soe resolved to continue, as hee 
hoped they woulde, the better to give them* 
lelyes to fas tinge and praier, but had made no 
vowes. 

For their Cannonicall howres, hee saide, they 
usuallie praied. 6. tymes a daie, (as I remem- 
ber,) twice a daie publiquelie in the Chap- 
pell, and. 4. tymes more privatelie in their 
howse; in the Chappell after the Order of the 
booke of Common-praier, in their house per^- 
ticular praiers for a private Family. I saide, if 
they spent soe much tyrae in prayinge, they 
would leave little for preachinge, or for their 
weekelie callings. For the one I vouched the 
text, Hee that tumeth awaye his eatefrom heat-' 
inge the Lowe, his praier is abominable. For the 
other, sixe dayes sliali thou Labour &c. 

To the one hee answeared, that a Neighbour 
Minister, of another Parish, came on Sunday 
morninge, and preached in their Chappell, and 



* F. N^iccs had lived. 

some 



TO HIS PREFACE. cxiii 

some tymes they went to his Parish ; To the 
other, that their callipge was to serve God, 
which he tooke to bee the best. 

I replyed, that for men in health, and of 
active and able bodies, and parts, it were a 
temptinge of God, to quitt our Callings, and 
whoUie betake our selves to fastinge, praier, 
and a Contemplating^ lyfe, which by some is 
thought to bee noe better, then a specious 
kind of Idlenes, not to terme it, as St. Augu- 
stine termes Morrall vertues without Christy 
Splendida peccata. Hee rejoyned, that they 
found diverse perplexities, distractions, and al- 
most utter ruine in their callings, but if others 
knewe, what comfort and content God had mi- 
nistred unto . them, since their sequestration, 
and with incredible improvement to their live* 
lihood, it might incourage others to the like 
course. 

I said, that such an ' Invitation might bee 
of dangerous Consequence, and that yf any, 
which were in good ' Cause before, shoulde 
thereby fall into povertie, fewe afterwards 
woulde followe the example. 

For their night watchinge, i at their risinge 
at. 4. of the Clocke in the morninge, which 
(I said) was much for one of. 80. yeares, and 
for Children; To the one hee saide, it was 



' L. Iml0vaii(m, * F. Case. > L. and their. 

not 
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not inuch> sitbcDce tbej alwaies went to bedd 
at. 7. of the Ciocke in tbe eveninge. For tbe 
other hee confest^ there ' was every night two 
(Altematim) continued in their deTotions^ that 
^ went to bedd untiil the rest arose. 

For the Crosses^ he made mee the usuall 
Answeare^ that they were not ashamed of that 
badge of Christian profession^ which the pro- 
pugners of the faith bare in their banners^ and 
which wee in our Church disciplyne reteyne to 
this daie. 

For their Chappell^ that it was nowe neere 
Chappell tyme^ (for eleaven is the howre in 
the forenoone) and that I might (if I pleased) 
accompany them thither^ and soe satisfie my 
selfe best of what I had heard concerning 
that. 

Which offer I wiilinglie enterteyned. Meane 
tyme^ I told them^ that I perceived all was 
not true^ that I had heard of the place. For 
I coulde see noe such inscription on the fron*- 
tespeece of the howse^ conteyninge an Invita- 
tion of such as were willinge to learne of them^ 
or woulde teach them better^ which was some 
incouragement to mee to come (as one desi- 
rous to learne, not to teach) and might bee 
some excuse of my Audacity, if they will be 
pleased soe to accept it. 

' F. were. * F. went not to. 

But 
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' Hut hee ( barringe mee from further Complex 
ments) said, the ground of that Report hunge 
over my* head, wee sittinge by the Chymney. 
Oq the Chymney peece was a Manuscript Ta« 
bleture, which after I had read, I craved leave 
^ ^^S ^ Coppie thereof, soe that they woulde 
not take mee for to bold a begger, which hee 
forthwith tooke downe; and commaunded to 
bee presentlie transcribed, and given mee. I 
offered the writer money for his deserved 
paines, which was refused, and they conjured 
mee not to offer it the second tyme, and there 
upon made it his suite to mee, not to offer any 
thinge to any of that house at my partinge, 
or otherwise. 

The words of the protestation are as follow- 
cth : 

Hee ihaty by reproof e qf^ Hee ihat^ by a cheare* 
our Errorsy or Remon^ full participation qf that 
itrance of thai which is * which is good, confirmes 
perfect y seekes to make tis I m in the same^ is wel* 
better y is welcome as an I come as a Chris tianf rend. 
Angell of God; And J 

But^ 

Hee that any waie goeth I And hee that faults us in 

about to divert or disturbe absence for that which 

Vol. I. us] i 
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us in that which is^ and | ' is^' in presence hee mkde 
ought to becy amongst 
Christians^ is a burthen 
whilst hee states j and shall 



beare his Judgment what* 
soever hee bee. 



a shewe to approve of^ 
^ shalj hy a double guilt qf 
flattery and slaunder^ vio' 
late the bands qf frend^ 
shipp and Christianitye. 



Maty Farrer Wtddowey and mother of this JRx- 
miliey aged about. 80. yearesj that bidds a detoe 
to all fear est and hopes of this worlde^ andde* 
sires to serve God. 

To the matter of this Declaration^ beiage 
in such generall termes^ I said^ I thought it 
without Exception, but praied leave to except 
against a Circumstance, namely the Inscription^ 
beinge the proper Character of the Jesuites in 
every booke and exhibite of theirs. Hee said, 
it was that Auspicious name, worthy to bee 
the Alplui and Omega of all our doinges, and 
wee are commaunded to write such thinges on the 
posts qf our houses, and upon our gates. 

I toulde him, I was farr from exceptinge 
against that sacred and savinge name of Jesus, 
onlie I coulde have wished it written at length, 
or anie other waies, to have differed from that 
the Papists onlie use, and noe Protestants, and 
that the text hee mentioned was in the oulde 



Dtle. 

Te- 
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Testament, where there vras noe mention of 
Jesus but of Jehoya, to my remembrance ; but 
wee passed by this towards the Chappell, being 
about two paces from the bowse, but staid a 
little (as with a parenthesis) with a glasse of 
sacke, suger-'cake, and a fine napkin brought 
by a mannerlie maide, which refreshed my me- 
mories to tell them what my Lord Bishopp of 
Lincolne saide of them, wherein yet I brake noe 
Lawes of humanitie, nor hospitalitie, though 
spoken at the Table. For hee said nothinge 
but that they might, and were gladd to, heare^ 
beinge but the Relation of the grave and dis- 
creete Answeares (as my Lord himselfe termed 
them ) of the oulde Gentlewoman's to some of 
his Lordshipp's expostulations to that part con- 
cerninge the younge deacon, which his Lord** 
shipp had heard of to come from Cambridge, 
to associate in their Clvappell. Hee {innuendo 
ever the younger sonne, ) whoe onlie was the 
speaker, said, that himselfe was the younge 
deacon intended, that hee is 43. yeares olde, 
was fellowe of an howse in Cambridge, and 
hath taken Orders of Deacon (to saie nothinge 
of his havinge been at Rome) whereof I coulde 
have excepted noe more against him, then hee 
might to mee. For havinge been so longe 
in the labour of the Chappell, it is nowe high 
tyme wee were at Church. 

i 2 At 
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At the entringe whereof hee made a lowe 
obeysance, fewe paces further a lower, comm- 
iiige to the halfe-pace, which was at the East 
end, where the Table stood, hee bowed to the 
ground, if not prostrated hiinselfe, then went 
upp into a faire large readingc place, a preach- 
inge place beinge of the same proporcion, right 
over against it. 

The Mother with all her trayne, which were 
her daughter, and daughter's daughters, had 
a faire Island seate. Hee placed mee above up- 
on the balfe-pace, with two faire longe Win- 
dowe-Cushions of greene Velvett before mee. 
Over against mee was there such another seate 
soe suited, but noebody to sitt in it. 

The daughter's. 4. sonnes kneeled all the 
while at the edge of the' halfe-pace, all in 
blacke-gownes, and, as ihey went to Church, 
in round Monmoth-Capps (as my man said, 
for I looked not backe) the rest all in blacke, 
save oi;eof <he daughters, whoe was in a Fryer's 
greene gowne. 

Wee beinge thus placed, the Deacon (for 
soe I must no we call him) with a very lowde 
and distinct voice, began with the Letany, read 
divers Praiers and Collects in the booke of 
Common-prater, and Athanasius his Creede, 
and concluded with The peace of God, Sgc. 



All 
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■ All attended", the Mother, with all her 
Company, attended my comminge downe; but 
her Sonne decon toulde her, I woulde staie a 
while, to yiewe the Chappell : see (with all 
their Civill salutations towards mee, which I 
retorned them a farr off, and durst come noe 
neerer, least I shoulde have light upon one 
of the virgins, not knowinge wheather they 
woulde hh\e taken a kisse in good part or noe) 
they departed home. Nowe none but the dea^ 
con and I left, I observed the Chappell in ge« 
Derail to be fairelie and sweetelie adorned with 
herbes and flowers, naturall in some part, and 
artificiall upop every Pillar thereof a longe 
both sides the Chappell, such as are in Cathe- 
dralls, with Tapers (I meane, great Virgin 
Waxe Candles) on every Pillar. The halfe- 
pace at the upper end ( for there was noe other 
division betwixt the body of the Chappell and 
the East part ) was all covered with tapistry, and 
upon that half-pace stood the Communion 
Table, not Altajrwise (as was reported) with 
a rich Carpett hanginge very large upon the 
* halfe,apd somme of plate, as a Callice and Can- 
dlestickes with waxe Capdells. By the preach* 
inge place stood. the font, the legg, laver and 
cover all of bra^BC cutt ^nd oarved. the Cover 



' F. delend. nisi malis, All ended. * F. halfe^pacCy and 
$9me pkUe* 

i3 had 
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had a Crosse erected^ the layer of the bigDea 
of a harbor's Basen; and this is all I had lea- 
sure to observe in the ChappelU save that I 
asked for the Organs, whiche he toulde mee 
were not there^ but that they had a paire in 
iheir house. I asked alsoe, what use they made 
of so many Tappers. Hee said, to give them 
light, when they coulde not see without them. 
Then havinge formerlie (as I said before) ob* 
te^Tied leave, to saie what I listed, I asked 
bim, to whom hee made all those Curtisies* 
Hee saide, to God. I asked him, if the Pa« 
pists make any other answeare for theire bow- 
inge to Images and Crucifexes, yet wee ac- 
compt them Idolaters for soe doinge. Hee 
said, wee have noe such Warrant, for the one, 
but for the other, wee have a precept to doe 
all things with decencie and order^ as hee tooke 
this to bee. I demaunded then, why hee used 
not the same solempnitie in his service at hif 
bowse, and wheather hee thought that Chap* 
pell more holie then his bowse. Hee said noe> 
but that God was more imediatelie present, 
whiles we were worshippinge him in the Tem^ 
pie. I replied, that God was as present at 
Pauleys Crosse as at Paule's Church, and at the 
preachinge place at White hall and Spittle-Ser* 
mons as elsewhere. For wheresoever two or 
three are gathered togeather in bis name, God 

is 
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is in the middest of them. And yet in those 
places^ noe not in the bodie of the Church, 
though there bee sermon and praiers, we did 
not use this threefold reverence, nor any lowe 
bowinge, unlesse in the Chancell towards the 
East, where an Altar, or some ' Crucifex, is* 
Hee answeared mee some thinge t>f the Trina-* 
Tj number of this their bowinge, which I did 
not well understand, nor * wee heare. This, 
as all other our discourse beinge coded with 
mildenes and moderation (on his part, at the 
least) I said further, that since their derotions, 
from which they woulde be loath to bee ' de- 
iivered or interrupted, (as in their said protesta* 
tion maie appeare, ) are more strict and regular^ 
And if in their Consciences they were perswadr 
ed, that all their Formalities and Ceremonies 
were but ^ Adiaphera (thinge indifferent) I tbefi 
thought, they were as wyse as Serpents in the 
^ Scripture, since in ^ eomplayninge soe with 
Church Ceremonies, that they might then** 
iselyes hould on their Course without exoe. 
ptioB, for in ^ this Compteoent though authorir 
tie woulde not except against them^ unlesse 
for exceedinge the Cathedrall, whoe majke bu^ 
one Reverence, whereas they make three. Hee 



'Sic. ^F.toeZ/- ^¥.du 
f:erted. * L. adiaphora (things 
&c. i F. Si rtpiure semt. * 
^n^ complying f '' Sic haec | 



concipiuiitnr. CoajerelraBiy 

(hit, authorities though com- 
peient, would &€• 

i 4 saide. 



.\ 



cxjiii THE PUBLISHER'S APPENDIX 

-saide/ I spake like one that it seemed had had 

• experience in the Worlde. Beeinge nowe neere 

twelve of the Clocke^ wee ended our Discourse^ 

and I called for my horses, hopinge there upon, 

that hee woulde have invited mce to staie dyn- 

ner^ not for that I cared for his^ or any man's 

meate ( for you had given mee a dynner in too 

good a breakefast^.) but that I might havegayp- 

. ed more V more'' . tyme to . have seene and ob« 

: served more of their fashions^ and wheather 

the Virgins^ and younger sorte* woulde have 

.mingled with us, with diverse other thjnges, 

which a dynner tyme would have ministred 

matter for ; but in steede of makinge mee staie, 

hee alsoe helped mee in callinge for my horses, 

-accompanyinge . mee even unto my stirropp, 

and soe I not returninge into the howse, as 

wee frends mett^ soe wee paried. 

Many more questions I thought on, when 
it was too late, and yet, you see, I was not 
idle for the shorte tyme I staide. I asked him 
of their monetheliereceivinge the Sacrament, 
and wheather their servants, when they receiver 
ed, were attended by their Masters and Mi- 
stresses, and not suffered soe much as to I aye 
or take awaie their, owne trenchers, (as I had 
heard;) whereat hee smiled, as at a frivilous 
fable, and said, that the only difference from 



» Dele, 

other 
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other daies vras^ that the servants, the daie thej 
.received^ sat t at the same Table with them. 
I heard alsoe^ that they never rost any meate, 
onlie boile and bake, but not in paste, that 
their servants nxaie not bee much hindered 
from.their. devotions, ;and that they have but 
one horse amongst them all; but of those I 
made noe mention. 

They are extraordinary well reported of by 
their neighbours, that they are very liberall to 
the poore, at greate cost in preparinge of phi- 
sick and Surgery for the sicke and sore, v?hom 
they alsoe. visitt often, and some. 60. or. 80. 
poore people they taske with Catechisticall 
questions, which, when they ' come, cann make 
noe Answeare there unto, they are rewarded 
with money: and dynner, by reason of .which 
Corody of meatc and money, the poore* Ca« 
techumenlearne. their lessons well, and soe their 
bodies and soules are well fedd. 

I finde : them , full of humanitie, and libera* 
litie^ und others speake as much of their Cha- 
ritie, which I also verelie beleeve, and there- 
fore am farr from censuringe them, of w;hom I 
think much, better then of my selfe. 

My' apposinge sonie of their opinions and 
practise (as you maie see in this my Relation, 



'F. come^ andean make Ansxeare thereunto^ &c. *L, Cate* 
chumens. ^ Sic. 

where- 
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wherein I maie have varied in some Circum* 
stances^ but nothinge from the substance ) was 
onlie by waie of argument^ and for mjne owne 
better Information. 

I shall be gladd to observe^ howe wjser men 
will judge of them^ or imitate their Course of 
Ijfe. 

I intended not a third part of this, when I 
begann, as you maie see by my first lynes. 

But one thinge drawinge on another, I have 
nowe left out a little or nothinge to my re* 
membrance, savinge that I thought fitt in good 
manners, upon my first affront, to make waie 
for my welcome, and ad captandam heneookn" 
tiam, which is not worth the repeatinge if I 
iK)ulde, and I am some thinge better at actinge 
ifuch a part, then at relatinge it, though good 
Ht neither. 

After this longe uid tedious Relation, I must 
nowe make but short thankes to you and my 
Ladte, fbr my longe and kinde welcom^/ where* 
itt my W3rfe joyneth with mee, prayitige fiiy lU* 
mMibrante of my lovinge respects to oiir kinde 
Keece, hopinge the good Schollers it Wesf** 
minster are w^U, and soe I leave you all in thjp 
l^ace of God, and am 

The «ame 
Your lovinge Fren4 

H.S. 

Num, 
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ARMINIAN 

NUNNERY : 

OR, 

A BRIEFE DESCRIPTION 

tnd RelatioD of the late erected Monastic^ 
Place, called the Arminiak NuNNBRr at 

little GlDDlNO ID HUHTINGTON'SUIRE. 

- Ute Foundation is by a Compare qf Farrars at 
GIDDING. 

]*HERE Btands a faire : Hotsb 
well scituated with a 6ne Grove 
I and sweet Walks, Letticed and 
■ Gardined on both sides ; their 
livelihood or Reveoew about 500. 1. perJtmum. 
One of my Lord JHountagues Mansion-iHouses 
being within two or three miles off called Hem- • 
tiiington //otue not farre from Oundle. 

* A Gentleman comming to visit the said * p*<- >• 
House, was first brought to * faire spacious Par- 

' Th« Paget in tbe Margin answer the former Impreiiioli. 
■ Sic. - 

lour. 
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lotiTj where soene after appeared the old Gen- 
tlewomans second soime, a Batchelonr of a 
plain presence^ but pregnant of speech and 
parts, unto whom when I had deprecated and 
excused my selfe for so sudden and bold a visits 
he entertained me with seeming civil itie and 
humilitie. 

After deprecations and some complements 
past betwixt us, he said I should see his Mo-» 
ther if I pleased, and I shewing my desire, hee 
went up into a Chamber, and presently re* 
turned with his Mother, (a tall ancient Gen« 
tlewoman about 80. yearesof age) shee being 
Matron of the Hotise^ his elder Brother a Priest* 
like man in habit and haire. Now he had a 
Sister married in the Hoiise to one Mr. Cooks, 
who had 14. or 15. Children in the House, and 
of these with a man-servant and 2. or 3. maid- 
servants the Family then consisted. 

I was permitted to salute the Mother and 
Daughters^ as we use to salute other women: 
and after we were all sitten Circular, I had 
• leave to speake ingenuously of what I had heard 
and did or might conceive of their Howe. I 
first told him what I had heard of the JVium^ at 
Gidding; of two watching and praying all night; 
of their CanonicaU lioures; of their Crosses on the 
•utside and inside of the ChappeU ; of att Altar 
richly decked with Tapestry, Plate and Tagen ; 

of 
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of their Adorqtiansy gmujlectiom, and gemcida- 
Uans, which I told them plainly might stroDgf 
\y saTOur of Superstition and Popery. 

Now you must understand that the younger 
Brother who first came unto me is a jolly pra* 
gmaticalland Priest-like fellow, and is the mouth 
for all the rest, and he began to cut me off, and 
answered with a serious protestation (though 
not so properly ) that he did as verily * beleeTC • PtL%. $ 
the Pope to be Antichrist, as any Article of his 
Faith, which I noted and gave the hearing: 
and therein if he spake from his heart, he much 
differed from the opinons of Priest Sheybrd, 
Priest Squire, Dr. Drqffig, the red Dragon of 
Arminians, and other eminent ^rmimoM. 

He denied the place to be a Xtmneni, and 
that none of his Neeces were Nunnes: but hee 
confessed that two of his JSTieces bad lived the 
one thirtie, the other thirty and two yeare* 
Virgins, and so resolved to continue (as he hop^ 
j^ they would) to give themselves to Fasting 
and Prayers; but had made no Vawes^ 

For their Canamcall hours, he said they usually 
prayed 6. times a day, viz. 3. times a day pu^ 
blikly in the Chappel, and 4. times a day more 
privatlyin the//oM^; in the Chappel after the 
Order of the Booke of Common Prayer, at both 
times chanting out aloud the Letany ; and in their 
^c^u^e particular private Prayers for aFamilie. 

And 
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And bee being asked^ if tbey spent so niudi 
time in Praying, they would leave little for 
Preaching, or for their weekly calling for which 
. the Text is pregnant : He tJuU tuniefh anoay his 
cares, from hearing (lie Lano, his prat/en is (UxmU* 
ndbk: Pro. 18. and 19. And the fourth Com- 
mandement. Six dayes shalt ihou labour, %c. Un. 
to which this Priest-like pregnant Prolocutor 
answered but slubbringly^ That sometimes a 
neighbour Parson would come and preach in 
their Cbappell; and to the other. That their 
Ca2(mg (forsooth) was to serve God, which he 
tooke to be best : Oh the stupid and blind de* 
Totion of these people, for Men. and Women 
in health of able and active bodies and parts 
to have no particular Callings, or to quit their 
Callings, and betake themselves to I wot not 
• Pkf. 4. what new forme of Fasting B,nd Prayer, and * a 
contemplative idle life/ a lip-labour devotion^ 
and a will-worship, Ecd. 4. ^ 17. which by 
the word of God is no better than a speciouf 
kind of idleness, as Si. At^nstine ietmes them 
to be hut splendida peccdta : M if diligence in 
our particular lawfuU callings were no part of 
our service to God. 

And doubtlesse such a Monastick Innovation 
in a settled Church-government, is of danger* 
ous consequence in many respects. 



For 
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For their night-watching and rising at 4. of the 
Clock in the morning (which wag much for the 
Matron of 80. yeares of age^ and for her 
Grand-children) the Priestlike Prolocutor did 
not want a premeditated excu^ive Justifica- 
tion : But how Beere it compliet)i with tlie su- 
perstitious Nunneries in Popish places beyond 
the Se^s^ I aBd others that have travelled and 
seeqe them mt^j pUJnely perceive and.notifie; 
^pacii^Uy coQ^ider iog bee could not but eon^ 
fiesse there were every night two {altematim) 
ooAtinued in their Devotions untill the rest 
rose. 

For their divers Crosses^ the ' Prolocuter made 
me this answere ; That they wer^ not ashamed 
of the badge of Christian profession, which the 
first Propugn^tor9 of Faith bore in their Ban- 
ners, and which are in our Church Discipline 
retained unto this day. 

How confused and absurd this Crosse Aa- 
iwer^ waa, let every Christian man judge. 

On the Chimney-peice where wee sate^ there 
was a Manuscript Tableture with this Inscrip- 
tion following^ wherQof I desired^ and had a 
Coppy transcribed. 



> Sic. 
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• Pag. 5. 




IHS 



He that bj reprofe of 
our errors or remem- 
brance of tbat irhich is 
more perfect seekes to 
make us better is nveU 
come and an Angel of 
God. 



He that any way goes a- ^ 
bout to divert or disturb 
us in that which is and 
ought to bee amongst 
Christians though it be 
not usuall with the 
World, is a burthen 
whiles he stayes and 
shall beare his judge- 
ment whosoever he be. 



iHee that by a cheere^ 
full participation of that 
which is good conirms 
us in the same, is wel- 
come as a Cluristian 
Friend. 

But 

^Hee that faults usinab^ 
scnce for that which in 
presence hee made shew 
to approve of, shall by 
a double guilt of flattery 
and slander violate the 
bonds of Friendship and 
Christianity. 



^( 



Mary Fkrrar Widdow^ Mother and Matron 
of this Familie; aged about 80. yearesy that 
bids adue to all ftarts and hopes of this world, 
and desires to seroe God. 

The Letters of the top of which Inscription 
are the proper Character of the Jesuites io eve- 
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ry Booke and Exhibite of theirs. And the lines 
of the Inscription, how full of nonsence^ justi- 
fication and ostentation of superstitious devo- 
tion, besides their Creation of Angels of God; 
Let every understanding Christian Reader or 
hearer hereof judge. 

The Prolocutor in justification of the Je- 
suitical forme of Letters which I excepted 
against: he said it was the auspicious name 
worthy to be the Alpha and Omega of all our 
Actions, and wee are commanded to write such 
things upon the posts of our Houses, and upon our 
Gates: Whereas indeed the Text which hee 
aimed at is in the Old Testament and not ii| 
the New, where there is no * mention of Jesus • pag. c. 
but Jehovah : And the words are tnost plainly, 
J\Ioses Precept of the Law of God, and not of 
the Name, &c. Deut. 6. ^c. 

Therfore this his Apologeticall answere was 
nothing but ignorant Eloquence, or eloquent 
Ignorance ; most grossly and absurdly applyedr 

This Prolocutor confessed himselfe to bee 
about 40. yeares old, was a fellow in a House 
in Cambridge (he named not what House) an4 
that he had taken Orders of a Deacon (but he 
said nothing of his having beene at Rome, as \% 
is well knowne he hath beene. ) 

Now I was invited by this Deacon to go^ 
with him into the Chappell to their devotion^ 

\i% Ht 
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at the entrance whereof this Priestlike deft Dea- 
con made a low obeysance^ a few paces farther 
lower, and comming to the half-pace which is 
at the East end where the altered Tabic stood, 
hee bowed and prostrated himselfe to the 
ground ; then he went up into a faire large 
reading place (having plaeed mee above with 
4 faire large Window Cushion of green Velvet 
before me : ) The Mother Matron with all her 
Traine, which were her Daughters and Daughr. 
ters Daughters, who with foure Sofmcs kneele4 
all the while on the bodie of the halfe pace, ali 
being in black gownes^ and as they came tQ 
Church in round Monmouth Capps, all I say ux. 
blacke^ save one of the Daughters who was in i^ 
Friers grey gowne. 

We being all placed before the Deacop (for 
now so we must call him) with a very loud an4 
shrill voyce began and trolled put the Letmie, 
and read divers other Prayers and Collects ii| 
the Book of Common Prayer and Athanasius hi^ 
Creed ; and concluded with the forme of words, 
of. The Peace of God, &c. 

Their ^Service ended, the Mother with all 
• Pag. 7/ her Company attending my comming dQwne; 
but I durst not come very neere lest | mi^ht 
happily have light upon one of the Virginp 
lippes, not knowing whether they would have 
faken a second kisse in good part or no, with 

their 
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their cWill salutations towards mee^ which I 
returned them a far off> they departed from 
the Chappell hotne. 

Now the Deacon and I lefl^ I obseryed the 
Chappell in {^enerall td bee fairety and spe- 
ciously adorned with hetbes and flowers natur- 
all and artificially and upon every pillar along 
On both sides the Chappell ( such as are in Ca- 
thedrall Churches, ) Tapers; t meane^ great Y ir- 
gin-waxe-Candles on erery Pillar: The haffe- 
^oce at the upper end (for there was no other 
division betwixt the body of the Chappell and 
the East end) was all covered with Tapestry 
and upon that halfe-pace stood the JUar-ttke 
TatiUy with a rich Carpet hanging very large on 
the halfe-pace, and some Plate, as a Challice, 
and Candlesticks with waxe-Candles in them : 
By the preaching-place stood the Font^ a Leg^ 
layer and cover all of Brasse cut and carved 
with Imagery worke, the Layer of the bignesse 
of a Barbers Bason^ and the Cover had a Cros86 
erected ott it. And this is all t had leisure io 
observe in the Chappell. 

Then I made bolde in temperate termes \a 
aske the Deacon what use they made of so ma^^ 
ny Tapers on the Table, and in the Chappell ; 
he answered (fof sooth) to give them light, 
when they could not see without them. And 
having formerly as I said before obtained leavtf 

k3 to 
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to say what I listed, I asked him to . whom he 
made all these Courtesies, bowiogs and prostra- 
tions, he said to God; I told him the Papists 
make no other answere for their bowing to 
Images and Crucifixes, yet we account them 
Idolaters for so doing, as j ustly wee may : Hee 
• Pag. 8. said wee ^ haye no such warrant for the one; 
but for the other we had a precept (forsooth) 
to doe all things with decencie and order, at he 
tooke this to be. I demanded then why hee 
used not the same solemnitie in his house, and 
whether he thought the Chappell more holy 
then his House, he said no, but that God was 
more immediately present in the Chappdl then 
in the House, whilst we were worshipping hini» 
I replied that God was as present BiPaulesCrosscg 
as in Paules Church, at the Preaching-place at 
White liatt and the Spittle-Serfuons, as in other 
Churches and Chappels. For 'wheresoever two 
or three, S£c. and in those fore-named places, no 
not in the bodie of any Churches, though there 
be Sermons and Prayera there, we do not use 
this threefold reverence, or bowing, or pro* 
strating, no nor the Papists themselves, unlesse 
in the Chancell towards the East, wherein an 
Altar or some Crucifix is; He answered me 
somewhat confusedly, for this their trinarjf 
number, of bowing which I did not well under^ 
standj nor well conceive what he meant. 

It 
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It seemes moreoyer that at their monthly 
receiying the Sacrament (\7hich this defendant 
Deacon performeth and consecrateth the bread 
and wine) their seryants when they received^ 
were attended by their Master and Mistris^ and 
not suffered to lay or take away their owne 
trenchers as it is reported. 

They also take upon them to be Phisitians 
andChirurgions inministring Physicke and Chi- 
rurgery for the sick and sore^ and pretend to 
be very charitable to the poore ; but as it is 
verily thought in a meritorious way. 

They also take upon them to be Catechisers 
and to task many poore people with Catechi- 
•ticall questions; Which when they come and 
can make answere thereunto^ they are re- 
warded with money and their dinners, * and • Pa^. 0. 
80 they pretend they feed the poores bodies 
and soules^ But their Catechisme or Catechi- 
sticall questions (some say) are strange ones and 
' for different from our Orthodox Catechismes. 
* Your may take notice that since the obser- 
vation of the premisses, th' old Matron of the 
place is dead. 

And now beloved and Christian Reader, you 
have had an ingenuous Relation of this late 
erected rettgioiis House for the service of God 
(as the Founders would have it termed and 



•Sic. 'Sic. 
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held.) But certes we may wonder at nothiog 
more ' that id a settled Church^goTernment our 
Bishops who are accounted Gavernaurs qf tht 
Church will permit any Such erection or Foudda* 
tion^ so neerly complying with Popery 9 and that 
by a fond and fantasticall FamUy ofFarrars, the 
principal! Preist 2l poly-fragmaticaU Fellow^ hav» 
ing beene at Homey and there ( as it is credibly 
reported) he was conformable to all the abo«> 
rainable Ceremonits and Services of the Church 
cf Rome. Now forsooth^ in outward shew, 
hee would pretend that hee and the rest di»- 
claime the Pope and PoperiCy but by and by 
you shall see him and his Companions crouch* 
ing^ cringings and prostrating to the ground 
to the Altar-like poore Commynion-TahUy or 
the rich gilded candlesticks^ and waxe Tapers 
and other knacks thereon standing; And for 
another shew that they would not bee account* 
ed Popish, they have gotten the Book of Mar^ 
Jtjrs in the ChappeU;^ but few or none are suffer- 
ed to read there^ but onely it is there (I say) 
kept for a shew ; and besides their lip-labour 
of trolling out the Letanie foure times a day^ 
they have promiscuous private Prayers all the 
night long by nightly turnes^ just like as th^ 
English Minnes at Saint Omers and other Po- 
pish places: which private Prayers are (as it 

• Sic. 

seemes ) 
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flisemes) taken out of John Cozens his Cozening De- 
voUoMt ( t» they are rightly discovered to be * Ph* io. 
by Orthodox men ) and extracted out of divers 
Popish Prcttfer^Bookes. This Fryer4Uce Familie, 
and as they are not unfitly termed Arminian 
Nurmenf have divers other Commick and Mim- 
mick actions of vrill-worship to the great dis- 
honour of Almighty God^ who will be served 
in spirii and truths and he will once say unto 
them as hee did by the Prophet Isaiah, to the 
superstitious and ceremonious Jewes, Who hath 
reqidred this at if our hands ? &c. 

Snrely we may marvel that the present Pri^ m(knt. 
mate of aU England and MetropolUane being the 
principal Govemour 6f the Church, under his sa- 
cred Mi^estie, and as hee professeth such an 
Anti-Paptst and enemy to superstition and Ido- 
iMry, should permit this Innovation, and con- 
nive at such canting betwixt the barke and the 
tree in matter of Religion : But by what hath 
beene related of these Peoples practises^ we see 
that position made good^ That AmUnianisme is 
a bridge to Popery, the bridge was' not not 
onely made (a great part of the Clergie of this 
Land being downright^TTiimian^) but some have 
past over it; witnessePreist^y/ie^/brrf, Preist Co- 
zens, and this Familie in this Booke treated 
on with divers others, and had not God of his 



Sic. 

great 
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great mercy undermiii'd the chiefe Arches of 
that bridge^ causing them to fall in the River 
of confusion^ wee have cause to think that the 
greater part of this Land would also have fol« 
lowed the rest ; but now God hath hindred it^ 
not onlj by breaking the bridge in the just 
downfall of many of the chiefe of the Arminian 
Faction, but also by setting up that strong, 
high, and thick wall of the late Parlamentary 
nationall Protestation; for which (as also for 
all his mercies at all times, especially for this 
years wonders) his name be for ever praised 
(say I) and let all Protestants say> Amm^ 

FINIS. 

Num. XI. Vide Praef. §. xii. 

Dr* Wattis's Account of some Passages of his own 
Life. E. CoU. SmWiiarUs penes Editorem. Vol: 
22. p. 38. 

' For the Reverend and Learned, Thomas 
Smith, D^ in Divinity, late Fellow of 
Magdalen College in Oxford'^. 

In compliance with what you have oft desired 
of me, I send you these Memorials of my Life. 



' TkU Superscription is 
written by Dr. Wallis's own 
haadj bat the Letter is of the 



hand of his amanuensis, only 
here and there Dr. Wallis hath 
corrected it himself* 

My 
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My Father was John WaJUs; a grave and Re* 
Terend Divine : Son of Robert and EUen WcdKs, 
of Thingdon (or^ as it is usually pronounced^ 
Fyenden) in the County of Northampton: Born 
in January 1567, and there baptised the 18^^. of 
that Month. He was educated in Trinity Col- 
lege in Cambridge : where he took the De* 
grees of Batchelor and Master of Arts : and 
(about the same time) entred into Holy Or- 
ders ; in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth. 

Toward the end of Qu. EUzabeth's Reign ; he 
was made Minister ofAsltford; a great Market- 
Town in Kent. Where he continued the re* 
mainder of his Life, in great-esteem and repu- 
tation, not only in that Town and Parish, but 
with the Clergy, Gentry and Nobility round 
about. 

He was a Pious, Prudent, Learned and Ortho- 
dox Divine ; an Eminent and Diligent Preacher ; 
and with his prudent carriage, kept that great 
Town in very good Order ; and promoted Piety 
to a great Degree. 

Beside his constant preaching twice on the 
Lord's-day, and other occasional Sermons, and 
his Catechising and otherwise Instructing the 
younger sort; he did (with some of the most 
eminent Neighbour-Ministers) maintain a Week- 
day Lecture, on Saturday, their Market-day. 
Which was much frequented (beside a nume* 

rous 



ek&it THE PUBLISHER'S APPENDIX 

rotis auditory of others ) b j yery many of the 
Neighbour-Ministers, the Justices of the Peace^ 
and others of the Grentry. Who (after Sermoil) 
did use to dine at au Ordinaiy, and there cotr- 
ier (as there was occasion) about such affairs as 
might concern th6 welfare and good Govern* 
ment of that town and the piirts a<yacentt 
wherein they were respectirely concerned. 

He died at Asl\fordt Novemb. 30, and was there 
buried Decentb. 3. 1622* much lamented; and 
left behind him a good memory, which is not 
yet extinguished. 

My Mother was Joanna, Daughter of Henfy 
and Sarah Chapman, then of Godnurdiam in the 
County of Kent; who afterward removed to 
Ashfard: and lived (both of them) with my fa- 
ther and mother, during my father's life ; add 
with nly ndother, afterwards, to a great age 
and with great esteem, Mrhich Sitrah wai Daugh*^ 
ter and Heiress of Drew Sanders, an eminent 
Merchant in London. 

My Mother was born in March, and baptised 
March 15. 1581. She was married to my Fa- 
ther (after the death of his former Wife) 
March 12. 1612. By whom he had (beside my 
self) two Daughters ( Sarah and Ellen) who were 
elder than I ; and two Sons {Henry and WiUiam) 
who were younger than I. 
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I was born at Asltfard ( as I find among other 
of my Father's Memorials ( Noveinb. 23. 1616. 
and baptised JQecemfr. 1. then following. 

My Father dying while I was a child ; I was 
l)eholden to the Piety, Care and Kindness of 
il\y Mother for my Education. Who, after 
my Father's death, continued a Widdow, for 
the good of her Children, (tho' otherwise, sbii 
had fair opportunities of marrying well, if shi^ 
had been so disposed:) she continued for the 
most part, ( after my Father's death ) to live iq 
Asbford, in a house which she there purchase^ 
lifter my Father's death ; but sometimes with 
cine or other of her two daughters then maf^ 
riec|> and^ at last, with my brother Henrys wha 
was then a Linnen-Praper in Mf\ford ; where 
the died, Sqpt. 26. 1643. Leaving her childreii 
all surviving and in good circumstances, and 
the youngest of us about 2 1 years of age. 

In the year 16S5 (the first year of K. Charles 
tjbe first) there happened a great Plague at Lon- 
don, and many other places of the KingdomCi^ 
4nd (particularly) at Asbford, which caused 
Qiany of the Inhabitants to remove thence ta 
]^eighbour Parishes for safety. 

I had, til then, been educated at A^ord; in, 
learning EngUsh and soinewhat of Latin. But» 
iipon this occasion, was sent to School to Ten^ 
terden (another great Market-Town in Kent;) 

where. 



HiXLir THE PUBLISHER'S APPENDIX 

where, at a place called Ley-green (within that 
Parish ) lived Mr. Finch, a worthy Gentleman, 
of a good Estate ; who haying divers children 
of his own, entertained a School-Master in his 
Family, Mr. James Mtrmt^ a Scotchman^ who 
was a very good School-Master, and kept a pri- 
vate School for the Instruction of all the Chil- 
dren of that Gentleman, and of divers others 
who lodged in the Neighbor-hood. 

His Scholar I continued for divers years; 
and was by him well grounded in the Techni- 
cal part of Grammar ; so as to understand the 
Rules, and the grounds and reasons of such 
Rules; with the use of them in such Authors 
as are usually read in Grammar Schools. For 
it was always my affectation even from a child, 
in all pieces of Learning or Knowledge, not 
merely to learn by rote, which is soon forgot- 
ten, but to know the grounds or reasons of 
what I learn ; to inform my Judgement, as well 
as furnish my Memory ; and thereby, make a 
better Impression on both. 

In the year 1630, that Gentleman's eldest 
Son being designed for the University ( and the 
others, otherwise) that School broke up. I 
might then perhaps have gone to the Univer- 
sity, as well as some who did ; ( being not in* 
ferior to them in Learning) but I was thought 
too young. 

My 
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My School-Master (who had a great kindness 
for me) soon after travailed^ as Tutor to an- 
other Gentleman; and would have had me 
travailed with him^ ( into Prance, Italy , and other 
places ; ) but my Mother was loth to send me 
abroad. 

At Christmass 1630, I was sent to School to 
JUr. Martin Holbcch, at Fdsted in Essex ; who 
was reputed (as indeed he was) a very good 
School-Master. He there taught a Free School, 
of the Foundation of the Earl of Warwick, 
whose Seat at Leez was within that Parish. 
At this School, though in a Countrey Village, 
he had at that time above an hundred or six 
scpre Scholars; most of them Strangers, sent 
thither from other places, upon reputation of 
the School ; from whence many good Scholars 
were sent yearly to the University. ' 

Mr. Holbech was very kind to me ; and used 
to say, I came to him the best grounded of 
liny Scholar that he received from another 
School. 

I continued his Scholar for two years; and 
was by that time pretty well acquainted with 
the Latin and Greek tongues, having read di- 
Ters Authors therein (such as at Schools are 
wont to be read ) and was pretty accurate in the 
Grammars oi both; and in such other Learn- 
ing as is commonly taught in such Schools; and 
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as wel qualified for the University as ipoit tiiat 
come thither. I had been used ip both the 
SchoolSji to speak Latin; which made that Lan<* 
guage prettj familiar to me ; which I found 
to be of great advantage afterward. 

I learn'd there somewhat of Hebrew also. So 
much at least, as to be able ( with my Grammar 
and Dictionary ) to proceed further without . 
a Teacher: which I did aftervvi^rds prosecute 
to a good Degree of accuracy^ as to the Gramr 
war of it; (for this I was wont to be very care- 
ful of, in all Languages that I meddled with ;) 
and in a few years, had read over all the H^- 
brew Bible, and much of it more than once. 

And I was there taught somewhat of Logick; 
as a preparation to a further study of it in the 
University. 

While I continued a Scholar there, at Cbristr 
mass 1631, (a season of the year when Boys 
use to have a vacancy from School, ) I was, foT 
about a fortnight, at home with my Mother 
at Ashford. I there found that a younger Bro- 
ther of mine (in Order to a Trade) had, for 
about 3 Months, been learning (as they called 
it) to Write and Cipher, or Cast c^ount, (and h^ 
was a good proficient for that time,) Whea 
I had been there a few days; I was inquisitive 
to know what it was, they so called. And (t^ 
satisfie my curiosity) my Brother did (during 

the 
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Ihe Remainder of my stay there before I re- 
tura'd to School) shew me what he had beea 
Learning in those 3 Months. Which was (be* 
sides the writing a fair hand) the Practical 
part of Common ArUhmetick in Numeration^ Ad>' 
4ition, Stibstraction, Multiplicaiion, Division, Tlw 
JifsU of Three (Direct and Inverse,) the Rule of 
Fellowship (with and witliot/tt. Time) the Rule of 
FiUse^Position, Rules of Practise and Reduction of 
Coins, and some other little things. Which 
when he had shewed me by steps, in the same 
method that he had learned them ; and I had 
wrought oyer all the Examples which he before 
haddo^e inhjsbook; I found no difficulty to 
iinderstand it, and I was very well pleased with 
it: and thought it ten days or a fortnight 
well spent. This w^ my first insight into Ma* 
thenuMcks ; and all the Teaching I had. 

This suiting my humor so well; I did 
thenceforth prosecujte it^ (at School and in the 
University) not as a formal Study, but as a 
pleasing Diversion, at spare hours; as books 
of JrUhmetick, or others MatJiematieal fel occa- 
sionally in my way. For I had none to direct 
me, what books to read, or what to seek, or 
in what Method to proceed. For Mathema- 
ticks, (at that time, with us) were scarce look- 
ed upon as Academical Studies, but rather JMcr 
chanical; as the business of Traders, Merchants, 

Vol. I. 1 Sea- 
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Seamen, Carpen/ers, Surveyors of Lands, or the 
like; and perhaps some Almanack'makers in Lan* 
dm. And amongst more than Two hundred 
Students (at that time) in our College, I do 
not know of any Two (perhaps not any) who 
had more of Mathematicks than I, (if so much) 
which was then but little; And but very few^ 
in that whole University. For the Study of 
Mathematicks was at that time more cultivated 
in London than in the Universities. At this 
time also I learned the rudiments of Musick 
and of the French Tongue, 

About Christmass 1632. I was sent to the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge; and was there admitted 
in Emanuel College, under the Tuition of JIfr. 
Anthony Burgess; a pious^ learned and able 
Scholar^ a good Disputant, a good Tutor^ an 
eminent Preacher^ a sound and orthodox Di- 
vine; and (after he had left the College) I 
was under the Tuition of Mr. Thomas Hortan^ 
and lastly of Mr. BeryanUn Whichcot; all able 
Scholars, and Eminent Divines. Mr. Burgess 
was afterwards Minister of Sutton-Coldjield in 
Warwickshire; D"". Horton was afterwards MtL* 
sterof Queen* sCoUege in Cambridge, and Dr. IHucft- 
ccttt Provost of King's College there ; and all 
of them ill their time^ eminent Preachers in 
Lofidon. 

When 
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When I ^as come to the University ; I found 
it was no disadvantage to have stay'd a year 
or more at School longer than perhaps I need* 
ed to have done. I found that^ heside the 
improvement of what skill I had in Latin, 
Qreek and Hebrew Languages (which I pursued 
with diligence) and other Philologick studies, 
my first business was to be the study of L07 . 

In this, i ^oon became Master of a Syllogism^ 
a9 .to it'3 true strujcture, and the Reason of it's 
Consequences, however Cryptically proposed: 
so as nojt easily to be imposed on by jPallacies 
or fajse. Syllogisms, when I was to Answer or 
defend : ajad to manage an Argument with 
good , Advantage, when I was to Argue or Op* 
pose ; and to Distinguish ambiguous Words or 
Sentences, as there was occasion ; and. was able 
to bold pace with those who were some years 
my Seniors; and had obtained the reputation 
of a good Disputant, And indeed I had the 
good hap all along ( both at School and in the 
University) to be reputed (if not equal) not 
much inferior, to those of the best of my ranjk. 

From Logickf I proceeded to ^thicks, Phy^ 
iiaks and Metaphysicks, ( consulting the jSchool- 
men on such points) according to the Mejtho49 
of Philosophy f then in fashion in tipat Uuiiver- 
«i(^. 

1 S And 
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And I took into it the SpeculatiTe part of 
Phgfsick and Anatomy ; as parts of Natural Phi^- 
hsophy; And as Dr. GUsson (then Publick PHh 
feasor qf Physick in that University) hath since 
told me^ I was the first of his Sons, who (in a 
publick Disputation) maintain 'd the Circular 
tion of the Bloud, ( which was then a new Do^ 
ctrine, ) tho' I had no Design of Practising Phy^ 
sick. And I had then imbib'd the Principles of 
what they now call the New Phitosofhy. 

For I made no Scruple of diverting ( from 
the common road of Studies then in fashion) 
to any part of useful Learning. Presuming, 
that Knowledge is no Burthen; and^ if of any 
part thereof I should afterwards have no occa- 
sion to make use, it would at least do me do 
hurt; And, what of it I might or might not 
have occasion tor, I could not then foresee. 

On the same account, I diverted also to A- 
stronoiny and Geography ( as parts of Natural PJu-^ 
losophy) and to other parts of Mathematicks ; 
though, at that time, they were scarce looked 
upon, with us, as Academical Studies then in 
fashion. 

As to Divinity, (on which I had an eye from 
the first, ) I had the happiness of a strict and 
Religious Education, all along from a Child; 
Whereby I was not only preserved from vicious 
Courses, and acquainted with Religious Eier- 

cises; 
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eises;. but was early instructed in the Prin- 
ciples of Religion, and * Catachetical Divinity, 
and the frequent Reading of Seripture, and 
other good Books, and diligent attendance on 
Sermons* ( And whatever other Studies I fol- 
lowed, I was careful not to neglect this. ) And 
became timely acquainted with Sjfstematick and 
PoUmick Thedogy. And had the repute of a 
good Proficient therein. 

Soon after my admittance into Emanuel Ccl'^ 
Uge, I was chosen into the Foundation, as Scho- 
lar of the House. And so continued during 
my stay in that College. But I was not in ca- 
pacity of being Fellaw there, by reason of a Pro^ • 
vi90 in the College Statutes ; not permitting more 
t^an one FetUrw, of one and the same County^ 
at the same time. So that> there being alrea* 
^y B, Fettov) of tlie County of Kent, {Mr. Wellar) 
who continued there, Hil long after I had left 
the Collie, there was no room for me (being 
of the same County) to be Fellow there. O- 
therwise I was well esteem 'd, and well beloved 
in the College, and had certainly been chosen 
Fdtow if I had been in a capacity for it : and 
loth they were that I should go away. 

And, (as I afterwards understood) Dr. Olds- 
worth then Master of the College (who had a 
for me) had been consulting with them 

' Sic. 

1 3 about 
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about founding a new Fellorjjshrp on mj account 
rather than I should leave them. But^ the times 
becoming troublesome, left no room for such 
thoughts. I was afterwards Fellow of QtMcerCs 
Colkge in Cambridge for a short time^ but soon 
quitted it upon my Marriage, on March 4. 
1&14, 5. 

In Hilary Term 1636, 7. I took the Degree of 
Batchdor of Arts; and in 1640, the Degree of 
Master of Arts, and then left Emanuel College; 
and the same year I entered into Holy Ordcr$9 
ordained by Bishop Curie, then Bislwp of Win^ 
Chester. 

I then lived a Cliaplain for about a year, in 
the house of S**. Richard Darley, (an antient 
worthy Knight,) at Buttercramb in Ybrksldre; 
and then, for two years more, with the Lady 
Vere, (the Widdow of the Lord Horatio Vere,} 
partly in London, and partly at Castte^Hedingham 
in Essex, the antient seat of the Earls of Ox- 
ford. 

In the year 1644> I was one of the Secreta* 
ries to the Assembly of Divines at Westminster. 
Not from the first sitting of that Assembly ; but 
some time after, and thenceforth during their 
sitting. Wherein I do own my self to have re-- 
ceived much advantage by the Conversation 
and the learned Debates of so many Grave, Re« 
verend and Learned Divines, on all points of 

Di- 
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Diyinitj, while they were compiling the Ccm- 
fessUm of Faithy and the Larger and lesser Cote-- 
chism. 

The Occasion of that AssemUy, was this; The 
Parliament which then was^ (or the prevailing 
part of them^ ) were ingaged in a War with the 
King : Occasioned^ Partly, from divers innova- 
tions in Ceremonies and Super-Cor^omiUy, intro- 
duced aad strictly urged within ten or twelve 
years then last past^ tending (as was appre- 
hended) to a nearer compliance with Popery; 
of which, divers of the Bishops then in power 
were presumed the Authors and Fomentors; 
Together with the imposing of Bishops (there 
long disused) and the CommorhPrayer Book on 
the Scots, which much inraged that Nation. 
Partly by several Incroachments on Liberty and 
Property (as was apprehended) by several Me. 
thods practised for raising of Money on the Sub- 
ject, without the consent of Parliament, with other 
Grievances, of which there were great Com/plaints, 
and the long intennissian of Parliaments. Part- 
ly, by divers Severities of the Star-Chamber and 
High* Commission Court, (against persons other- 
vnse Conformable) for not complying therein. 
The Issue of which War, proved very different 
from what was said to be at first intended. As 
is usual in such cases; the power of the sword 
' frequently passing from hand to hand, and those 

14 wh« 
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who begin a War^ not beiog Able to foresee 
where it wil end» 

The Parliament thus engaged^ had (amongst 
other things) a great displeasure against the 
Order of JBidwps i (or rather^ not so much against 
the Orda\ as the Men^ and against the Order 
for their sakes, ) and had resolved upon the 
Abolition of Episcopacy as it then stood ; before 
they were agreed what to put instead of it. 
And did then convene this Assembly, to con- 
sult of some other Form to be suggested to the 
Parliamem, to be by them set up, if they liked 
it; or, so far as they should like it. 

The Divines of this Assembly were, for the 
Generality of them, Cof\form(Me, Episcopal Men * 
and had generally the reputation of Pious, Or-- 
thodox and Religious Protestants ; and (excepting 
the seaven Indej)endents, or, as they were called) 
Dissenting BretherenJ I do not know of any Non^ 
Conformist among them ( as to the legal Conformi" 
ty then required,) many of them were professed- 
ly fp/i'Co/Ni/; and (I think) all of them so far 
Episcopal as to account a well-regulated Episco^ 
pacy to be at least allowable, if not desireable, 
and advisable ; yet so as they thought the pre- 
sent Constitution capable of R^ormation for the 
better. 

When I name the Divines of this Assembly, I 
do not include the Scotch Commissioners; who 

tho* 
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tho' ihey were permitted to be present therei 
and did interpose in the Debates as they saw 
occasion ; yet were no Members of that Assem- 
bly> nor did Vote with them ; but acted ' se- 
peratly^ in thebehalf of the Church of ScoiUtnd, 
and were zealous enough for the Scotch Predfy^ 
terjf ; but could never prevail with the Asienibhf 
to declare for it. 

On the other hand^ the * Independants were 
against all united Chutch Government of more 
than one single Congregation; holding that 
each sii^le Congregation, voluntarily agreeing to 
make themselves a Church, and chuse their own 
Officers^ were of themselves ' Independant, and 
not accountab le to any other Ecdesiastical Go- 
vernment; but only to the Civil Magistrate^ as 
to the Publick Peace. Admitting indeed^ that 
Messengers from several Churches might meet 
to consult in Common^ as there might be oc«- 
casion ; but without any Authoritatite Juris* 
diction. 

Against these^ the rest of the Assembh/ was 
Unanimous ( and the Scotch Commissianers with 
them,). That it was lawful by the word of God^ 
for divers particular Congregations (beside the 
inspection of their own Pastor and other Officers) 
to be united under the same Common Govern- 
ment. And such Communities to be further sub-* 
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ordinate to Provincial Ofid National JssembtteS, 
(which is equally consistent with Episcopal and 
Presbyterian Principles.) But, whether with or 
without a Bishop or standing President over 
such Assemblies, was not determined or de- 
bated by them. 

' When any such Point chanced to be sug- 
gested, the Common Answer was ; That this 
Point was not before them ; but was precluded 
by the Ordinance by which they sate ; which 
did &fsl Dedare the Abolition of Episcopacy 
(not refer it to their Deliberation;) and they 
only to suggest to the Parliament, somewhat 
in the room of that so Abolished. 

And this is a true Account of th^t Assemtdy slu 
to this Point. ( And when as they were called 
PresbtfterUms ; it was not in the sense of Anti- 
Episcopal, hut* Anti'Independanis. J which I have 
the more largely insisted on, because there are 
not many now living, who can give a better ac- 
count of that Asseinbly than I can. 

To this may be objected. Their agreement 
to the Caoenani, (which was before I was amongst 
.them.) But this, if rightly understood, makes 
nothing against what I have said. 

The Covenant as it came from Scotland, and 
was sent from the Parliament to the Assembly, 
seem 'd directly against all Episcopacy, and for 

* Sic. 

setting 
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setting up the Scotch Presbt/tery just as among 
them. But the Assembly could not be brought 
to assent to it in those terms. Being so worded 
as. To Preserve the Government of the Church 
of Scotland ; and, to Reform that of England ; 
and so to Reduce it to the nearest Uniformitjr. 
But, before the Assembly could agree to it; it 
was thus mollified. To Preserve that of Scotland 
(not absolutely, but) against the common Enemy; 
And to Reform that of England (not, so as it b 
in Scotland, but) according to the word of God^ 
and the example of the best reformed Churches; And 
to endeavor tlie nearest Uniformity (which might 
be as well by Reforming that of Scotland, as 
that of England, or of both. ) 

And whereas the Covenant y as first brought 
to them, was against Popery y Prelacies Heresie, 
Schism, ProphanesSy &c. They would by no means 
be persuaded to admit the word Pr'elacyy as thus 
standing absolute. For though they thought 
the English Episcopacy, as it then stood, capable 
of Reformation, for the better in divers things ; 
yet to Engage indefinitely against, all Prelacy, 
they would not agree. 

After many days debate on this Point ( as I 
understood from those who were then present) 
some of the Parliament (who then pressed it) 
suggested this Expedient; that by Prelacy, they 
did not understand all manner of Episcopacy 

or 
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or Superiority^ but only the present Episcopt^ 
cy> as it now stood in J^ngland, consisting of 
Arch-Bisb(^8^ Bishops and their several CourtSi 
and subordinate Officers^ &c. And that if any 
considerable alteration were made in any part 
of .this whole frame, it was an Abolition of the 
present Prelacy^ and as much as was here in** 
tended in these words : and that no more was 
intended but a Reformation of the present Epi- 
scopacy in England. And in pursuance of this> 
i[t niras ajgreed to be Expressed with this Inter- 
pretfttioDb Prelacy ; that is. Church Government by 
Arch-Bishops^ Bishops^ their Oiancellars and Cem^ 
missaries^ Deans^ Deans and Chapters^ Arch-Dea^ 
conSy and all other Ecclesiastical Officers depending 
flu; that Hierarchy. And with this Interpreta* 
tion at length it passed « And the Scotch Com^ 
miasionere, in behalf of their Church, agreed to 
those Amendments. 

I know some have been apt to put another 
sense; upon that Interpretation; but this was 
the true intendment of the Assembli/, and upon 
this occasion. 

During my attendance on the AssenMy; I 
was a Minister in Londoni first in Fanrckurch 
street; and afterwards in IronrmongerLane; where 
I so continued till my Remove to Oxford. 

About the beginning of our Civil Wars, in 
the year 1642. a Chaplain of Sr. Witt. Waller's, 

(one 
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(one eyeningas we were sitting down to fiup* 
per at thd Lady Veire's in London^ with whom I 
then dwelt,) shewed me an intercepted Letter 
written in Cipher. He isfaewed it me as a Curio* 
•ity ( and it was indeed the first- thing I had 
ever seen written in Cipher. ) And asked me be- 
tween jeast and earnest^ whether I could iti'ake 
any thing of it. And he was surprised when I 
iaid (upon the first view) perhaps I might, if 
it proved no more but a new Alphabet. 

It was about ten a clock when we rose from 
Supper. I then withdrew to my chamber to 
consider of it. And by the number of different 
Characters therein, (not above 32 or 23:) I 
judged that it could not be more than a new 
Alphabet, and in about 2 hours time (before I 
went to bed ) I had deciphered it ; and I sent 
at Copy of it (so deciphered ) the next morning 
to him from whom I had it. And this was my 
•first attempt at Deciphering. 

This unexpected success, on an easy Cipher, 
waa then looked upon as a great matter; and J 
was somewhile after pressed to attempt one of 
another Nature ; which was a Letter of Mr, Se^^ 
ereiary Windehank, then in France, to his Son in 
England, in a Cipher hard enough, and not un« 
becoming a Secretary of State. It was in Nu** 
meral Figures, extending in number to above 
seaven hundred, with many other Characters 

in-o 
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intermixed. But not so hard as many that I 
have since met^^itfa. I was backward at first 
to attempt it, and after I had spent some time 
upon it^ threw it by as desperate: But^ after 
some months, resumed it again, and had the 
good hap to master it. 

Being encouraged by this . success, . beyond 
«q>ectation; I afterwards ventured on many 
others (some of more, some of less . difficulty) 
and scarce missed of any, that I iindertook, for 
many years, during our civil Wars, and after- 
wards. But of late years, the French Methods cf 
Ofher are grown so intricate beyond what it 
was wont to be, that I have failed of many, 
tho' I have mastered divers of them. . Of such 
deciphered Letters, there he copies of divers 
remaining in the Archives qf Hie Bodkyan Library 
in Oxford; and many more in my own Custody^ 
and with the Secretaries of State. 

On March 4. 1644, 5. I married Susanm 
daughter of John and Rachel Clyde of Nortfoam 
in Sussex; born there about the end of Janua- 
ry 1621, %. and baptised Feh, 3. following. By 
whom I have (beside other children who died 
young) a Son and two Daughters now sur- 
viving ; John born Dec. 26. 1650. Anne born Jmmic 
4. 1656. and Elizabelh born Sept. 23. 1658. 

My Son John, sometime of Trinity College in 
Oxford, afterwards of the Inner Temple Xo^t 

don. 



TO HIS PREFACE. clxi 

don, Barrister at Law, Feb. i. 1681, % married 
Elizabeth daughter of Jolm and Mary Harris of 
Saundds by Nettlebed in the County of Osrford; 
and afterward Heiress to her Brother Taroemer 
Harris, to a fair estate^ at Sotmdels. She died 
Aug. 8. 1693, leaving three children now sur- 
Tiving, John, Mary and Elizabeth. 

My daughter Anne married Dec. 23. 1675, to- 
John Blencow, son of Thomas and Mary Blencow. 
of an antient fi^mily at Marston St. Laurence, in 
Narthamptonsfiire, then Barrister at Law, now 
one of the Barons of the Exchequer, by whom 
she hath seaven children, all now surviving, 
John, Mary, Anne, Tlimoas, William, Elizabeth 
and Susanna. 

My Daughter Elizabeth, married Feb. 21. 
1681,2. to William Benson son of George and Ma^ 
ry Benson of Towcester in Northamptonshire ; and 
is now a Widdow. He died Nov. 5. 1691. 
leaving no child surviving. 

My Wife died at 0:xfiyrd Mar. 17. 1686, 7. 
after we had been married more than 42 years. 

About the year 1645, while I lived in Lon^ 
don (at a time, when, by our Civil Wars, Aca- 
demical Studies were much interrupted in both 
our Universities:) beside the Conversation of 
divers eminent Divines, as to matters Theolo- 
gical ; I had the opportunity of being acquaint- 
ed with divers worthy Persons, inquisitive into 

Na- 
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Natural Philosophy^ and other parts of Hu« 
mane Learning ; And particularly of what hath 
been called the New PMUmphy or JSxperimentid 
PhUosoiphif. 

We did by agreement, divers of us, meet 
weekly in London on a certain day, to treat and 
discourse of such affairs. Of which number 
were Dr. John WUkins ( afterward Bp. of Chester ) 
Dr. Jonathan^Goddard, Dr. George Ent, Dr. Glmon, 
Dr. Merret, ( Drs. in Physick, ) Mr. Samuel Foster 
then Professor of Astronomy at Gresliam Cottege, 
Mr. Theodore Hank ( a German of the Palatinate, 
and then Resident in London, who, I think, 
gave the first occasion^ and first suggested those 
meetings ) and many others. 

These meetings we held sometimes at Dr. 
Goddard's lodgings in Woodstreet ( or some con* 
venieht place near ) on occasion of his keeping 
an Operator in his house^ for grinding Glasses 
for Telescopes and Microscopes; and sometime 
at a convenient place in Cheap-side; sometime 
at Gretkam College or some place near adjoyning. 
- Our business was (precluding matters of 
Theology and State Affairs) to discourse and 
consider of PliUosophical Enquiries, and such as 
related thereunto; as Phijsick, Anatomy, Geo" 
metry, Astronomy, Navigation, Staticks, Magne^ 
ticks/ Chymioks, Mechanicks, and Natural Expert^' 
pipits; with the state of these Studies, 'tis then 
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cultivated^ at home and abroad. We there 
discoursed of the Circulation of the Bloud^ the 
Valves in the Veins^ the Vena Lactea, the Lym^ 
phatick Vessels, the Coperniean Hypothesis^ the Na-^ 
ture of Comets, and New stars, the Satellites of Ju- 
piter, the Oval Shape ( as it then appeared ) of Sa^^ 
turn, the spots in the Sun, and it*s Turning on it^s 
own Axis, the Inequalities and Selenograplty qf the 
Moan, the several Phases of Venus and Mercury, 
the Improvement of Telescopes, and grinding of 
Glasses for that purpose, the Weight of Airy the 
Possibility or Impossibility qf Vacuities, and Na^ 
tur^s Abhorrence thereof, the Torricellian Expert^ 
ment in Quicksilver, the Descent qf heavy Bodies^ 
and the degrees of Acceleration therein ; and divers 
other things of like nature. Some of which 
were then but New Discoveries, and others not 
•o generalljr known and imbraced^ as now they 
.are> with other things appertaining to what 
hath been called The New Philosophy; which, 
from the times of Galileo at Florence, and Sr. 
Francis Bacon (Lord Verulam) in England, hath 
been much cultivated in Italy, France, Ger-- 
many, and other Parts abroad, as well as with 
HI, in England. 

About the year 1648, 1649, some of our com- 
pany being removed to Oxford ( first Dr. Wilkins, 
then I, and soon after Dr. Goddard) our com- 
pany divided. Those in London continued to 
meet there as before (and we with them, when 

Vol. I. m we 
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we had occasion to be there ; ) and thofte of til 
at Oxford; with Dr. Ward ( since Bp. of Salis- 
bury J Dr. Ralph Bathurst (now President of Tti^ 
nily College in Oxford) Dr. Petlyy (since Sr. fVil^ 
Ham Petty) Dr. Willis ( then an eminent Physici- 
an in Oxford) and divers others^ continued such 
meetings in Oiy^c/ ; and brought those Studies 
into fashion there ; meeting first at Dr. Pettiest 
Lodgings, ( in an Apothecarie's house ) because 
of the convenience of inspecting Drugs, and the 
like, as there was <krcasion; And after his r6^ 
move to Irelandy ( tho' not so constantly) at iht 
Lodgings of Dr. Wilkins, then Warden of Wad- 
ham Coll. And after his removal to Trinity Col- 
lege in Cambridge, at the Lodgings of the ffonor-^ 
able Mr. Robert Boyle, then resident for diVferft 
years in Oxford. 

Those meetings in London continued, and 
(after the King's Return in 16G0) were im 
creased with the accession of divers worthy and 
Honorable Persons; and were afterwards ih^ 
corporated by the name of the Royal Society, &c. 
and so continue to this day. 

In the year 1649 I removed to Oxford, being 
then Publick Professor of Geometry, of the Foutt-'- 
dation of Sr. Henry Savile. And Mathttnaticks 
which had before been a pleasing Diversion^ 
was now to be my serious Study. And ( herein 
its in other Studies ) I made it my business to 
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kxn.m{ne thitigs to the bottom ; and reduce ef- 
fects to their first principles ahd original causes. 
^Thereby the better to understand the true 
ground of ^hat hath been deliyei-ed to us front 
the Antiehts^ and to make further improTe- 
fnents of ii. iVhat proficiency I made therein, 
I leave to the Judgment of those ^ho hav6 
thought it ^orth their while to peruse what I 
tiaYe published therein from time to time; and 
iiie favourable 6pihion of those skilled therein^ 
ki home atrd abroad. 

In the year 1 653 I Was persut^ded to publish 
a GMihmdr 6f the English Tongue; chiefly to gra-^ 
tify ^iranfgef'^^ #ho were willing to learn ii (be- 
t&trrirof nian^ desirable things published in d\r^ 
litfn^uage) but Complained of it's difficulty for 
V^ant of a (jrrdmmar^ suited to the propriety 
Abd tf tre Genitrs^ of the Language. 

To thid I ptefixed a Treatise of Speech {dt 
b^Uela) whCt'Cin I have Philosophically consi^ 
flercd the t<*orm8ttion of all Sounds used in At* 
ticulate Speech, (as well of our own, as of any 
6ther Language that I know;) By what Or- 
^Lii^, iind in w'hat Position each souiid Wa^ 
formed; with t1i6 nice distinctions of each^ 
(which in some letters of the same Ofgan^ is 
very subtil : ) *o that, by such Organs, in such 
Pd'sition, the Bre&th issuing ftom the Lungs, 
win form such Sounds, whether the Person do 

m 8 or 
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or do not bear himself speak. Which vfas, 1 
thinks a new attempt^ not before undertaken 
bj any ( that I know of) before that time. For 
tfao' it were observed^ that some letters were 
Labials, some Dentals, some Palatines, and some 
Gutturals; and some Grammarians have in some 
few shewed a different Formation ' in some few" 
of the same Organ ; yet it is but of very few 
they have so done; and very imperfectly; None 
(that I know of) had before attempted it> as 
to all ; whatever may have been done since in 
pursuance of what I had then taught. 

In pursuance of this, I thought it very possi- 
ble to teach a Deaf person to speak, by direct- 
ing him, so to apply the Organs of Speech, 
as the sound of each letter required, (which 
children learn by imitation and manifold at- 
tempts, rather than by art : ) And in the year 
1660 being importuned by some friends of his, 
I undertook so to teach Mr. Daniel Whalley of 
Northampton, who had been Deaf and Dumb 
from a Child. I began the work in 1661, and 
in little more than a year's time, I had taught 
him to pronounce distinctly any words, so as 
I directed him, (even the most difficult of the 
Polish Language, which a Polish Lord then in 
Oj^ord could propose to him, by way of trial, 
of those five or six select hard words, which 

' F. delend. 

they 
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they me to propose to others^ as not to be pro- 
nounced by any but themselves:) and in good 
measure to understand a Language and express 
his own mind in writing; And he had in that 
time read over to me distinctly ( the whole or 
greatest part of) the English Bible; and did 
pretty well understand ( at least) the Historical 
part of it. 

In the year 1663^ I did the like for Mr. A^ 
lexander Popham (sou of the Lady Wharton, by 
her former husband Admiral Popham:) with 
like success. On whom Dr. William Holder had 
before attempted it^ but gave it over. 

I know that both of these (who I think 
are yet living) were apt to forget (after their 
parting from me) much of that nicety (whic|i 
before they had) in the distinct pronouncing 
some Letters, (which they would recover^ when 
I had occasionally been with them to set them 
I'lght;) wanting the help of their Ear to direct 
their speakings as that of the Eye directs the 
hand in writing. For which reason a man who 
writes a good hand, would soon forget so to 
do^ if grown blind. And therefore^ one who 
thus learns to speak> will ( for the continuance 
and improvement of it) need somebody conti- 
nually with him, who may prompt him, when 
he mistakes. 

m 3 I have. 
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) have^ siDce that time (upon the same ac* 
count) taught divers Persons (aqd some of them 
yerj considerable) to speak plain and distinctly, 
irho did before hesitate and stutter verj much; 
and others^ to pronouncp such words or let- 
ters^ as before thej thought impossible for theni 
tp do: bj teaching (hem how to rectify suc|) 
mistakes in the formation^ as by some natural 
impediment^ or acquired C^stome^ they had 
l^efn subject to. 

About February 1657^ 8. ( upon the death of 
jQr. Gcrarfl Langbain, Provost qf2ueen's College hf 
Oxford, a very worthy person ) I was chosen Gu- 
stos Archivprum in this University ; %o kepp apd 
io inspect their Records^ Charters^ and oth^ 
lyf Hniments. And was thereby engaged in tl)e 
Study of our Charters, Rights and Privileges : 
v^hich I did wjth great diligence. And in p|if- 
suance thereof, \ was concerned from tiipe to 
tjme in defending their just Rights and Privi- 
leges, in such Law-Suits, as did arise, of the 
Universitjf with the City of Oxford, the Station- 
efs of London, and others. Wherein I found 
t}iat some little knowledge, which I had before 
acquired, by occasional inpcction (amongst 
other Studies ) into our Books of Law, was of 
great use unto me; and of which I was here- 
by ingaged into a further Study, especially as 
to those Cases, wherein the University was 

con- 
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cppc^rne^. And I thipk it will be acknow- 
ledged^ that I have therein done \he Univer- 
sity considerable services. I am sure it hath 
been my endeavour so to do^ when I have been 
employed by them. 

It hath bepn my Lot to live in a time, where- 
in have been many and great Changes and 
Alterations. It hath been my endeavour all 
along^ to act by moderate Principles^ between 
the Extremities on either hand^ in a moderate 
compliance with the Powers in beings in those 
places^ where it hath been my Lot to live^ 
without the fierce and violent animosities usual 
in such Cases^ against all^ that did not act just 
88 I did> knowing that there were many wor- 
thy Persons engaged on either side. And will- 
ing whatever side was upmost^ to promote ( as 
I was able) any good design for the true Interest 
of Religion^ of Learning, and the publick 
good; and ready so to do good Offices^ as there 
was Opportunity ; And^ if things could not be 
just« as I could wish^ to make the best of what 
is: And hereby, (thro* God's gracious Provi- 
dence) have been able to live easy, and useful^ 
though not Great. 

Thus in Compliance with your repeated de- 
sires, I have given you a short account of divers 
passages of my life, 'lill I have now come to 
more than fourscore years of age« How well 

m4 I 
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I have acquitted my self in each, is for others 
rather to say^ than for 

Your friend and servant 
Oxford January 

29. 1696,7. JohnWallis. 



Num. XII. Vide Pr«f. §. xii. 

^n Extract of a Letter from Dr. John Wallis to ly. 
John Felly then Lord Bishop of Oxford^ dated 
April 8, 1685. concerning the Report spread about 
of 1>. WaUis^s deciphering King Charles the /•<'*. 
Letters. E. CoU. MSS. Smilhianis penes Edito^ 
rem J Vol. S2.|}.54. 

My Lord, 

I understand there have of late been com- 
plaints made of mee, that I deciphered the late 
King's letters, meaning those taken in the late 
King's cabinet at Nase-by fight, and after print- 
ed. As to this without saying any thing, whe- 
ther it bee now proper to repeat what was 
done above forty yeares ago; the thing is quite 
otherwise. Of those letters and papers, (what- 
ever they were ) I never saw any one of them, 
but in print: nor did those papers, as I have 
been told, need any deciphering at all, either 

by 
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by mee^ or any body else : being taken in words 
at Iengtb> just as they were printed: save 
that some of them were^ I know not by 
wbom^ translated out of French into English. 
Tis true^ that afterwards some other letters of 
other persons^ which had been occasionally 
intercepted^ were brought to my hands : some 
of which I did decipher^ and some of them I 
did not think fit to do, to the displeasing of 
some, who were then great men. And I ma- 
naged my selfcrin that whole busines by such 
measures, as your Lordship, I think, would not 
bee displeased with. I did his Majesty, who 
then was^ (K. Charles the first) and his friends 
many good offices, as I had opportunity, both 
before and after the King's death: and ven- 
tured farther to do them service, than perhaps 
some of those, who now complaine of mee, 
would have had the courage to do, had they 
been in my circumstances. And I did to his 
late Majesty, K. Charles the second, many good 
services, both before and since his restauration: 
which himselfe has been pleased divers time» 
tx> profess to me with great kindnes. And if 
either my Lord Chancellour Clarendon, or 
Mr. Secretary Nicolas, or his late Majesty, were 
BOW alive, they would give mee a very different 
character from what, it seems, some others 
have done. And I thinke his Majesty, that 

now 
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now is> If^P^^^ «oiqewhat of it, and spine other 
p^ffipns pf honour j^t alive, &c. 

I am, 

Mj Lord, 

Ypur very humble servant 

John Wi^llis. 

Transcribed ( saith Dr. Smith ) from the capt/, 
which Dr. WaHis letft mee at Oxford 6 August 
1698. 

Tlio. Smith. 

In the Oxford Catalogue of MSS (saith Dr. 
Smith also) in hyperoo Bodleiano, it is said there 
pag. [170. num. 3534.34.] thai Dr. WaUisdecy- 
phered several of King CJiarles I. Letters, and that 
ih^jff are in the book of Cyphers, which he gave to 
the Vnrversity Ubrartj, (in the year 1653.) wlach 
i^ a great and scandalous slanda\ 

Nupi. XIII. Vide Prffif. §. xiii. 

Jnseriptipnes singula^rs hactenus incdita:, Hadi^i A- 
Np BevEhlando callcctorc. Ad ^fidem Cch 
dicf^ MS. viri magfuv apu4 omnes litteratos au^ 
ctoritatis IJekrici Aldricuii, non ita pin- 
dem j^dis Christ Decani. Mecum vcro (de 
m^ore suoj perquam humaniter communicavit vir 
pereruditus^sodalis noster h paucisjucundissimus, 
uammihicum co amicitia conjunctissimafuit) CA- 

RO' 



BOLVS BBENTi A.M. % JEdis ChrUH 
Mumnm, funere immaturo (id quod viris Uttera- 
tis, guibuscum babuit consuetudinem, maxima Jiiit 
acerbitati) nuptr prareptus. E Coll. nostris MSS, 
Vol. 75. p. 1. 

In via Tiburtina. 

CHIAE TI CLAU- 
DlVa BITHUS 
b. vn. TRIBVIT 
Hoc IflERVERAT- 

C. MUSIO aviR. 

ASCLAE H. B. M. F. 
LOCVS SAOJER 
AD PERPETUAM 
AURELH 
MEMOEIAM 
INpTAURATUS. 






OLLAE QVI 

ETI MYRTALE 

SABINAE ET 

POMPONIAE 
FESTAE UXORIB 
S. TARGVITIUS 
ASPER 



ET 
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ET TARQVrriAE FILIAE 
INNOCENTISS. VIX. AN. IIII 
M. X. D. IX. FECIT PATER 
INFELIX ET SIBI NEMO NOS 
INQVIETET. HAVE ET VALE 
QVISQVIS £S. 

D. M. 

Cvi PLACET PLA 
CEAT NOBIS NON 
CVM HIC COMMODI 
TAS NULLA SIT 
HABITANDI 



Salonae. 
METRIVS PIVS 
DIVES JAM HEBES 
DECREPITUS ET MEN 
a)ICANS LVCE CARENS 
ATRIBVS LIBERTIS ET DVA 
bus LIBERTABVS EXPVLSVS 
SITI PERI. 

SACRVM MIHIMET CONSTI- 
TUI HIC HUMATUS SVM. 
CINERA ET OSSA RENUO. 
IN HOC UT aVIESCAM NOLO 
SOBOLEM NEGO PRIVO 
POSTEROS OMNES. 

ME 
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ME LEGITO ET SE : : : : 

• • • 

VIX AN. CXXV, M : III 
£T NEMINI 
POSTERI. 



AURELIO HERA 
CLID^ AGITATORI 
FACTIONIS VENETAE 
ET L. DOCTOR! FAC 
TIONIS SS PRASINAE 
FECIT VLPIUS APO 
LAUSTIANUS TATULAE 
B. M. 



TYRO APOL 
LONIO INSTAU 
RATORI MOENIUM 
NOSTRORVM ET 
TARSIAE SANCTISS. 
VIRGIKI EJUS FILIJE 
UNIVERSUS POPVLVS 
MITILENORVM 
AB NIMIO AMORE 
AETERNUM DECVS 
AD MEMORIAM. 



Db 
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dIs man 

POnTIUS 
MAXIMUS 
ETC. PONT. 
PAULINUS 



dIs man 

ETC. PONT 
PONTIANUS 
FIERI iUSS. 




CORNfeUd 
SYLtAJE 
IMPERAtORI 
FORTUNATfO 



MARTI 
SANCTO 
SACRVM. 



SUM CASTJE CINERVM 
LAPIS PVELLJE CVSTOS 
ME RELEGENS PIVS 
VIATOR HVIVS SI 
TIBI FVISSET VIRTVS 
COGNITA LACRIMU 
LIS RIG ARES EY M DI 
AE CIPARAE 
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L. DAPHNUS 
RYODAN FECIT SIBI 
ET CHRISOGO*lt 

PIISSIMO FftA*rfei 

ET SPVRIAE VERKAfe 

DULCISSIMAE 

FOEMINAE. 



dIs omnib. col 
q. grisidio q. f. 
sabiniano fistula 
rio cantor! imagina 
rio agrimestr 
vix an xliii m. x. 

D. IIL 

CUJUS INGfeNlI NEMO 

C TIPHERNIUS 
C. F 

SACERDOS 



LICINIO 
PRISCO 
FL. AMYNTAB 
QUJG EX FIDE 
EADEM MENS VITA 
ET TUMULVS FVIT, 



i 



u. 
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M. ANTONII 
TRIB MILIT LEG 
II ADIUT TRIB 

PLE FIDEL XVIR 

sTirrr jud 

SIBI £T SUEIS. 



dIs MANX 
QVISQVIS £S 
SALVUS SIS MA 
CEDO. SVM TiRIUS 

MACEDO Dicrro 

MEIS ME MORTUUM 
ESSE. 



dIs MANIB 

HIC SITA SVM VARIOS AVIUM 

PERFRINGERE CANTUS 
DOCTA AVIS E SICVLO PR^- 

DA PETITA SINU 
NUPER HERVM STUDIIS 

FESSVM CVRISa LEVABAM 
NUNC MANES BLANDIS 

MULCEO RAPTA BONIS. 
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D . M. 
L. CATORIUS P, F. 
FAB. HIC SEPVLTUS EST 

HIC LOCVS PATET 

INFRA P. XX. 
ET MEDIA A FOSINERO 

VERSVS XXV. 

HUNC LOCVM MONIMEN 
TUMQVE DO LEGO. 



L. CORNELIVS 
HERMES SIBI 
ET SUIS LIBER 
TIS LIBERTABVS 
QVE ' LORVM 



M. AURELIUS 
AUG. LIB. SALVIUS 
ET POSTUMIA 
MARINA UXOR 
SIBI VIVO 
FECERE. 



» L. EORVM, 



Vol. L 
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D M 

M. MARCELLVS 
FT M ALEXIS 
UTERQ ALTER 
HOC SARCOPHAGO 
SITI SVNT. 
^— — — ^^1 ' ' ■ ' ■-.■■■■ 

PARVULUS HIC SITUS EST 
VIXIT TRES USQ PER ANNOS 
INQVE NOVEM MENSES INVALI 

DOSQVE DIES 
KOMINE GRVSOLOSVS 

AMABILIS UTQVE ERAT INFANS 
FLEBILIS ET MISERE RAPTUS 

AD INFERIAS 

SATYR NINUS 
FILIO VETIA 
LATEMA DELI 
GATO SVO P. 
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D M 

L. PISANDER L F. AGRORVM PO 
TENS PARENTIBVS CLODIO ET MA JEST AE 
QUI INIMICORVM MANU ULLO PACTO PERIERE NON 
POTERANT CAPTO CONSJLIO SVO ET LANIPPE 
MERETRICIS. VENENO VULViE LANIPPAE IMPOSITO 
IN CONCVBITUS PRIMORDIO PERIERVNT. NAMRA 
BIEM LIVOR DEVOVIT. 



D M 

A QVINTILIA 
NO DISPENSA 
TORI EGREGIO 
ARISTIDES QVINTI 
LIANO PATRONO 
SVO EX MERITO. 



D. M. 

MAVORTIO VICTORI S. 
ET DIIS OMNIB. 
OB P. R. DEVOTIONEM 
SINGULIS ANNIS RENOVANDAM 
IN PARTIIICAM EXPEDITIONEM 



SI QVIS HANC ARAM LiESERIT 

NUMINA OMNIUM DIVORVM 

ET GENIUM P. R.IRATUM HABEAT 



n 2 
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A CAVLIO SILVANO 
A CALVIUS RESTITUTUS 
FILIO PIISSIMO 
VIX ANN X MENS VI 
DIS 
Manib. 
S. 

DIIS 
MANIBVS 
M. POSTUM ET. 
HELIOD. VIVUS 
POSUIT SIBI ET 
TORANIAE SPEI 
CONIUGI SANCTIS 
SIM£ 



^v 



D. O. M. 

CALPURNIUS 
DEUM MATRI 
SACERDOS FAMILI^ 
SUiE POSTREMUS. 



D. 
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D. M. 

L. CORNELIUS 
HERMES SIBI 
ET SUIS LIBERTIS 
LIBERTABVSQVE 
EORVM. 



i«i 



dIs man 

locvs l m cattiorv\ 
sex f. et terentiae mp. 
serae et titiae l. f. 
posthumae et m. catt. 

L. F. 



IN FRONT. P. XXXXY 
IN AGR. P. XXXV« 



P. JUUO 
p. F. FESTO 
P. JULIVS FESTUS 
DAT DONUM LIBENS AGRVM 
ET PVTEUM MACERIA CLVSVM 
NEPOTl CARISS 
EX TESTAMENTO 



ns De 
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De Sarcophago turpibus figuris ornato. 

Turpia tot tumulo defixit crimina Balbus 
Post Superos spiirco Tartara more prcmens. 

Pro faciiius ! finita nihil modo vita retraxit 
Luxuriam ad maucs moecha scpulchra gcrunti 



Romac in columna. 

LYMPH AE MATRI S. 

SI HUMANO INGENIO PERPETUO 
VIATORIBVS PARARI VINA POTUISSENT 
NON AMOENUM QUEM CERNIS AQVARVM 
FONTEM C. LEPIDUS 

MAGNA IMPENSA 
ADDUXISSET 
POTA FELIX. 



IMP. L. SEPTIMIUS SEVERVS 
PERTINAX AUG PONT. MAX. 
COS. VII. D. O. M. SALVTARI 
ID. APR. 
JUNONIQ REGIN-E 
COLVMNAM 
EREXIT. 



TIEL. 
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I 

-HELPES dlCTA FVI SICVLAE REGIONIS 

ALVMNA 

GUAM PROCUL A PATRIA CONJUGIS 

EGIT AMOR 

ORTICIBUS SACRIS JAM NUNC PEREGRI 

NA QUIESCO 

JUDICIS AETERNI TESTIFICATA 

THRONUM 

NE QVA MANUS BVSTVM VIOLET: NISI 

FORTE JUGALIS 

HiEC ITERVM CVPIAT JUNGERE MEMBRA SUIS 

LUX MEA NON CLAUSA EST TALI: NAM MORTE 

REVELER 

ET SOCIOS VITAE NECTET UTERQVE CINIS. 



Dubise fidei. 
Romas prope templum D. Andrae, 

TERTIAE AEMILIAE 
DIV. MAG. SCIPIONIS AFR. 
CONLIBERT^ ET UXORIS GRATISS. 

QV-ffi VIXIT ANN 

XLIIL M. IL D. XVn. 



n 4 £s« 
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Extra Portam Portuensem. 

ASAPHAT lUDAEUS TARS 
ORIUNDUS OB GRANDEM NUMMUM 
E PATRIA PULSVS ROMAE QVIESCO. 
POSTEROS VETO NE QVIS SEPVLCHRVM 
INGREDIATUR QVOUSQVE RESVRGAM. 

fidei suspects. 



Dubise fidei. 

PRIAPO INDULGENTISS 
CRESCENTIA 
BENEMERENTI 



Viterbii. 

COLLATINUS TARQVINIUS 
DULCISSIMiE ET INCOMPARABILI CONIUGI 
LVCRETIAE 
PVDICITIiE DECORI ET MULIERVM 
GLORIJE QVJE VIX ANN. XXII. 
M. V. D. XVI PROH DOLOR 
QVANTUM FVIT CARISSIMA. 

adulterinum. 



VA. 
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VALERIA- - . - 
HIC SITA - - . VIX 
AN. XIX VIRGINITAS - - 
FVIT GRAVIS : SIT NUNC 
El TERRA LEVIS 

& hoc fictitium. 



dIs MAN 

TU QVICVNQVE 

TITULVM NOSTRV 

RELEGES ROGO 
PER SVPEROS SI 
AD INFERNAS 
PARTES RECEPTA 
RIS NE VELIS 
^ TRIBVS SEPVLCHRIS 

MOLESTARI. 



lACET HIC PICUS 
MIRANDULA 

Caetera NOSCUNT ET TAGES 

ET GANGES FORSAN ET 

ANTIPODES 



HA- 
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HADRIAN us. BEVERLANDUS. 
HIC. SVM. UBI. TU. QVI. 
IIAEC. LEGIS. ESSE. NOLLES. 

RIDES. 
NGN. RIDEBIS. CREDE. MIHL 
EADEM. DECRETA. SVBITURUS. 
Sibi vivo. 
P. 



Num. XIV. Vide Praef. §. xiv. 



Robert ofBrunnc's account oftlie raising of StonC'- 
lienge, from the French of Master Wace, who 
foUouced Gcjfry of Monmouth. 

RepnrovU ^ Fro )?i]7en [For A:] to London he [Aurelius Ambroiius} 

[Ainbro- 

81 us] Lon- went, 

doniam. 

\e toun he fond paired Sc schent^ 
Kirkes, houses beten donn. 
To Je kyng J?ei ment]?am of j^e toun^ 
]7at many of )?e best burgeis, 
Were fled & ilk man jede his weis. 
He bigged it eft }?at are ivas playn, 
Clerkes burgeis did com agayn, 
& gaf ilkon agayn ]^r estre* 
Si)»en he turned to Wynchestre, 
Bigged kirkes & houses ]^ere^ 
Als he had don els where. 

f Si>en 



Venit ad 
niam. 
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^ Si]7eD he ^ede to Salebtri, 

& to I'e abbey of Ambisbiri, 

& to J^at stede he toke his way, 

"per Hengist did J^e Bretons deie. 

J«Te biriels he J^ouht to honoure 

With som J^ing ^at ay m^ght doure, 

& frithe J^at stede J^er pel lay, 

J^at myht last tille domesday. 

He did masons deuysc & cast, 

What work mot langcst last. 

M'^ith J>e kyng a clerke was ]?ore, 

His name was Sir Tremore, 

Was archbisshop of Kerlioon. 

He did ]?e kyog in reson, 

^' If he wild mak a werk of fyne, 

** Send gour sond to seke Merlyne, 

^' Mak yi9 werk may no man, 

^' Gif suilk conseile as he can. 

** He can ^ow telle what salle betide, 

^' After him I rede gour werk abide. 

'' Je kyng said it salle so be, 

^' Mykille I desire Merlyn to se. 

^' Of his wisdom wild 1 here, 

** He sais selcouthes many manere. 

At a welle fer in Wales, 

Baynes it hight bi olde talcs, 

J?e messager Jer Merlyn fond, 

Come speke with king he sent bis sond. 



Locus ubi 
magnates 
fuerunt oc* 



•uu 



CoHsiiium 

Tremorii 

spiscopi* 



Hex misii 

pro Msrl^ 
no. 
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f Whan he come be fore ]^ ^.y^gj 
Joye he made for his comyng, 
fc honourd him for he was wyse, 
& cherisid ouer alle o^r of prise. 
He praid him with fulle louand speche, 
What suld be tide he wild him teche. 
Re$ponsU <« Sir kyng", said Merlyn, " certis nay, 

Merlini ad 

t9§%m, << To opyn my mouthe I dar ne may. 

^' Bot if it be a behouely J^ing at nede, 
*^ Jwit were wamyng or tokyn of dred* 
^^ & jit with grete lounes of hert, 
^' \2Li pride toorn noght ouer theurt, 
^' For if I spake ]?row pryde or bost, 
^^ Or for scorn a gayn my gost : 
^^ )?at ilk gost that in me wons, 
^^ ^t alle me kennys, & alle me mom, 
^' Owt of my mouthe it wild him draw, 
^' Off my coiiyng reue me my saw, 
^' ]7at no more myght I speke with mouthe, 
^^ ]?an a noj^^r J^at noght ne couthe. 
*^ )?erfor of suilk priuete 
'^ ]7ink not \%r on, lat it be. 
^^ J'ink on J^at whi J'ou me souhtes, 
^^ Bring ]7at tille end whi )?ou me brouhtes, 
^^ If J'ou willc mak a werk stcdfast, 
^^ l^at faire wille eucrmore to last, 
'^ Send for Je stones J?er Joi stand, 
'^ \dX y^ Gcaatz brouht tille Ireland. 

^^ Rounds 
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^^ Rounde about ere ^ei set, 

*^ Out of Aufrik were J>ei fet. 

'^ Ilkon on o]^r is set vpright, 

^' No man in erth has now Jrat m^'ght, 

'^ For to tak doun o stone, 

** Ne set Jam eft es fer none. 

yon said }e kyng, & on him louh, 

** It were fan grete ferly how, 

^^ }?at )^o stones ]7at Jon of sais, 

^^ Ere so heuy and of suilk pais, 

^^ Jat non has force ne fosoun, 

*' To remoue Jam yp ne doun, 

** & ere so fer ouer Je see ; 

<^ Who myght Jam Jan bring to me ? 

##### an said Merlyn to Je kyng, 

# P # ^^ Quayntise ouercomes alle Jing. 

##### <( Strength is gode Tnto trauaile, 

'^ Jer no strength may sleght wiile Taile. 

^^ Sleght 8c Gonyng dos many a char, 

^^ Begynnes Jing Jat strength ne dar. 

*^ With sleght may Jou Je stones wynne, 

'^ & in Bretayn set Jam in, 

*^ Jer Jou ne salle with strength 

^^ Remoue Jam a stone length. 

*^ Tn Aufrik wrre Jei compast & wrouht, 

'^ Geantz tille Ireland fro Jijen Jam brouhti 

^^ &: set Jam one a hillo fullo hii 

^' With •ngyni fulle quayntly. 
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^^ First whan Jei were compast newe, 
*^ fei did grete gode to J^oJ^aro knewe. 
^^ yo J^at were seke 8l lauht scathes, 
<^ Wesch ]7e stones did it in bathes. 
*' Jat felt j'am greued of grete J'inges, 
^^ Bathed J^am of ^e self wasshynges, 
^' & heled wele of Jer pyue, 
*^ Had )?ei non oJ»er medicyne. 
f Whan J?e kyng herd of Jer vertu, 
J^at )?ci mot falle ^e folk to pru. 
He had longyug for J^am to go. 
& of J^at wille were o]7er mo, 
}?e stones to Dretayn forto bring, 
J>at Merlyn mad of sermonyng. 
f ei ches Uter J^e kynge's broker, 
J^e kyng ofired him self ^e to]^er. 
Of folk j'ei led fiften J^ousand, 
Agayn )7e Iris forto stand. 
With J>am went danz Merlyn, 
For ]f<y btones to niak engyn. 
f Whan Utor with his folk was jure, 
Jci went to schip ouer }e se to fare, 
& aryued vp bi J^at coste, 
J>e Iris kyng gadred his oste. 
Agayn )?e Bretons jiel » tom jerne, 
Je lond if )?ei myght Jam werne. 
Jis Irisch kyngj^at regned Jare, 
His name wassirGuillomare. 



' Pro^ com. 
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Whan he wist whi ]?ei kain, 

So fer Tiage for ye stones nam, 

Ouer }e see ttlle an oyer lond, 

For J^ei ne stones bender fond, 

& said yo stones ^ei salle haf here, 

yei salle bie yam first fulle dere. 

If we may salle not spede, 

yo stones out of oar [ond to lede; 

He scorned 8c said, it salle be nouht, 

yei salle faile J^at ye'i haf soxiht. 

So long he manaced 8c ]nrette, 

At J^e last togider J^ei mette. 

At yer metyng was no lite, 

^t yei gon togidere smyte. 

Fulle wele faoht boj^e parties, 

Bot ye Bretons wan ^e pris. 

ye Tris couth not so wele feiht, 

Ne of armore had yei no slciht, 

Ne were J>er of so wele bone, 

l^erfor the Iris fled fulle sone. 

Fro stede to stede J^ei fled to skulk. 

One hij hilles to hide & hulk. 

Whan J^e Bretons had don J^at chace, 

8c rested ^am a long space, 

Merlyn had J^am alle at ones 

To ye hille to se ]?e stones. 

Killomare hight ]^at hille, 

)oT% y^ geanta bronht >am tille. 
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f J'is Bretons renged about ^ feld, 

]?e karole of the stones beheld, 

Many tyme jede ]^am about, 

Biheld within biheld without. 

Alle ^ei said so said J^e kyng, 

"pel sauh neuer so selcouth Ymg^ 

How }ei were raised ^ei had wondere, 

ic how ^ suld be brouht o sondere. 

With J^at worde ^ei ^am rescued, 

]?ei ne wist how ]^i suld remued. 

Merlyn said, '' Now makes assay, 

^^ To putte yh stones doun if je may. 

'^ & with force fond ]?am to here, 

^^ ]?€r force is raykille ]?e lesse wille dere. 

^ oste at ons to ^e hille went, 

& ilk man toke ]?at he mot hent, 

Ropes to drawe, trees to put, 

j^i schoued, )?ei Jurist, fei stode o strut, 

One ilka side behynd befom, 

& alle for nouht J^er trauaile lorn. 

Whan alle fe had put & }?rist, 

&; ilk man don }sLt him list, 

& left ]?or puttyng manyon, 

^it stired J^ci not }c lest ston. 

Merlyn wist it suld not yaile 

Strength of body ne trauaile. 

He bad J^am alle draw J^am o dreih, 

)>orgh strength ne com je J^am neigh. 
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A litille he stode, si^n him bi went, 

He spak, bot non ifist if hat he ment. 

yei sauh his lippes stir tp & doun, 

Bot non herd his qairisonn. 

Whan he had gon alle aboate 

Within ^e karole & withonte, 

& said his qnirisons, 

Agayn he cald ft Bretons, 

Sc said, <^ Now may je lightly berc 

'^ ^ise stones to schip, withouten dere. 

^^ Go now alle & spedis S^w, 

^^ For je salle welde yam wele inouh. 

Ab M erlyn ^am tauht Ic said, 

loto schippes ^m lightly laid. 

^an had ^1 won J'ei fer had soaht. 

To ^ playn of Salesbiri ^am brouht^ 

Of Amnesbiri beside J?e abbay^ 

& was atjre Whitsonenday, 

J?e kyng did mak somons 

Of bisshopet, erles Sc barons, 

& oj^r folk of noble geste, 

£( did him croune at ^t feste. 

fre daies sat }e feste of fode, 

One }e ferth day gaf he giftas gode, 

Kroces to clerkes of pris, 

To Saynt Sampson k Saynt DubrU. 

Seynt Dubris he gaf Kerlion, 

3ork ho §af to Saynt Sampson. 

Vol. I. o Jit 
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yis gaf he at his crounment ^ 
& many mo bi comon assent. 
Bi for ye lordes, ^t com J^ider, 
Merlyn set fe stones togider. 
Als yei were ore in ]?at certayn. 
Stand ^i now vpon fe playn. 
Within ye compas of ye stones 
£r biried alle ]?c lordes bones, 
J^at Uengist at ye parlement slouh, 
Here beforn ^e herd wele how* 



Num. XV. Vide Praef. §. xvii. 

An Account of St. IVcntfride^ from an old MS. of 
the Book calFd Jf t^tibal or jf e0tial> ui the hands 
of Thomas Wardy of Longhrtdge near Warwick^ 
Esq;, 

De Sancta Wenefreda xirgine. 

fjf OODE men & women, suche a day je schalle haue sent 
Wencfredus day, ye whiche day is nott ordeynyd by holy 
churche to be halowed, but yevve as men han deuocyon to 
J?is holy madon. Wherefore ye J^at han deuocio^ to yU 
holy seant, cummythe ^at day to churche to worschip God, 
& ^is holy maydon k martir. yen how schc suffered martir. 
dome 3^ schalle here. For ^owj sum knowcn hit, ^et sum 
knowon'hit nott, & also J^owj a goode tale be twyus tolde, 
hit is but]^ better for to lorue'and to vndurstondc. |?erre 
was in her tyme an holy armet was called Bennowe, ye 
whiche com to a goode monnus hose, J^at was called Thow- 
nythe, and was sent Wenefredus fadur, & was a ryche 
mon of londus & rentus, k prayd J^is Thewnythe to ^yS 
hym a place of erj^e, yppon the whiche he mygthe bylde a 

churche^ 
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churche, to serue God in, and to preche Goddus worde to 
}e pepulle. }en was ^is Thewnythe glad of his askyng, & 
ordeynyd hym a place nj^ to his owne howse, ^at he my^te 
to cum to Goddus seruice. J^us )?e meyne tyme whille the 
churche was In byldynge, ofte he preched Goddus worde to 
fe pepulle, and Wenefrede com J^ydur with her fader to here 
hit. And when sche harde hym speke of )>e grete mede & joy, 
^t madones schold haue in Heyuon, passyng oj^r oorderes^ 
^en had sche so grett deuocyon in his sayinge, ^at a non sche 
made a woye, ^at sche wolde neuer haue parte of mon, but a 
byde ener in her madon hode, whille ^at sche lyffed. ^n on 
a Sonday, when ]yis churche was made and bylde, Thewnythe, 
with alle his mene, jude to )?e churche, but Wenefrede bode 
at home, for a seknus fat greuyd her ]7oo, ^t sche myjte 
nott goo with hem to churche. fen as sche sott at home her 
telfe, J'ec com a kyngus sonne, was called Cradoke, to haue 
layen by J^is madon. But when he spake to hur of doyng 
of ^e synne, sche said, sche wolde go in to hur chambur, 
& make her more honeste ^n sche was, & cum a g'^yne 
to hym a non. and when sche cum to her chawmbur by an 
Ttter durre, sche ran towarde churche as faste as sche 
™7S^®> hopyiig ^o ha-ue socur ^rre. but when Cradok sy^ 
hur ren towarde churche, he rou aftur, and ouer toke her, 
& sayde, but sche wolde assent to his wylle, he wolde a non 
8m3rte of hur bed. ]>en kueled Wenefrede downe & saide, 
'^ I haue leuer Jmt ^ou do me to deihe, ]?en defowle my 
<< body, ^at I have made a woo to kepe in maydon hede, 
<* whille fat I lyue, to my lorde Jhesu Criste." jH;n Cra- 
dok owte with his swerde, and at on stroke he smotte of 
her hed, & for hit was downe the hylle to )»e churche, ^ 
hed styute neuer tumbuUynge, tylle hit com J^ydur in to f e 
•y jte of alle Jat were )^erre• Wherfore men weren so a fry jte, 
ftit yey madon suche a nowse, J^at Bennowe had grett mer. 
wayle what hit myjte be, 8c com to hem to wytte what was 
]^ cause of ^t noyse. fen when he syj; the hed, he toke hit 
Tppie, and cussed hit ofte tymes sore wepyng, and bare hit 
yp to the body, byholldyng on Cradoke how he wyped his 
swerd on fe gras, )?at was alle blody of the stroke. Jren 
said Bennow to hym^ '^ J'ou wykked mon k an lely, aske 

o 2 *' mercy 
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<^ mercy of God for ^is orribulle dcde, and geit God wuUe 
*^ baue mercy on |h5 ; & yf }>ow wylt nott, I pray God ]?at 
*' he send vegance on Je ". & a nou ryjte in sy jte of ^is 
alle pepulle, and for he wolde not crye mercy in sy^tc of 
aile pepulle, a non he felle downe to }e erj^e, & }eT with 
the er^e oponyd & SHOwlowyd hym down, body and sowie 
in to Helle. >en toke Bennow }e bed, and sett hit a^aynt 
to >c body, & helled hit with her mantelle, & ^udc to hit 
masse, and when he had songon and preched J^e pepulle, & 
tolde myche of ]ns madon, he sayde, God wold nott that sche 
schulde so be ded ^ctt. For he had ordeynyd myche pe. 
puUe to be holpon by bur. Wherfore he bad yche mon pray 
to God, to reyse bur a jayne to lyue, and so God dyd ; & 
when J>ey commyn to bur, sche satt vppe, and with her 
honde sche wypid of her face ^e doste J»t was Jer on, St 
spake to hem as holle and sownde as sche was by fore, ^u 
God schewned J^erre free grett myracuUs. On was when 
}e er}e swoloyd hym bodily, J^at had slayne bur. A no. 
^r was, for ^er as }e bed a bod, a non spronge a Cayre 
welle J^erre as non seen be fore. Je ^ide was, when sche Jrat 
was slayne sche rose a jaync to lyue. J^ IIII''*'^ was, Jrat euer 
aftnr whille sche lyffed, ^r was a white circle a bowte her 
nekke ]^r as yt stroke was lyke a white )^rede. Whcfrfor« 
}eT as sche was called be fore Brewa, fro ]^at day forth» 
men called bur Wenefrede, ^at i&in Englysche, a whit*. 
]?rede. ^n syj Wenefrede J>e grett myracuUe ^t God 
wrowjte in hnr, and toke hit hyjly to herte, and gaff bur 
euer aftur to holy lyfiynge, and nyjte and day was besy ta 
serue God, as Bennow thawjte bur. ]?en when sche was 
perfytt in alle doyngus, Bennow ^ude to a no^r place ^er 
as weron inne mony holy virgynnus, and when he com fy, 
dur schee lyffyd so perfettly in alle ]?yngus, yat alle tokon en. 
lampulle of bur, & for }>at ylke wldte cerue was an euydent 
tokon of her martirdome, ]?erfore alle men and ' womoa 
haddon grett deuocion in her wordus, and in alle her do- 
yngus, so y^i mony lafton ye worldis ocupacion, and weron 
fayne to comme and dwelle in her companye. So when 
sche had lyifyd ^rre mony eyrus, sche was warned by God, 

'Sic. 
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^t her dethe day tras nyzte. Wherfore sche made bur re- 
dy, It when sche had >e sacramentis of holy churche, Jwn, in 
#yjte of halle her systeren, scho gaflpTpp >e goste to Jhesa 
Criste, fat sche louyd with alle her herte, and byrryed in 
the churche jorde J^er mony ofer seyntis weron byrryed in 
by fore. Now how the holy sent com in to Jye abbey of 
Schrowysbury, je ^challe here. When >ey abbey of Scrowys- 
bury was newe made, J?e monkns of J^ place madon oftegret 
mone, for )^ey haddon no sent with hem to be her patrone, 
and beyrcr of her preyers to God, as o}er abbeus of ^ cun. 
trey hoddon. Wherfore }e abbot of Jat howse, for he had 
herde by fore of sent Wenefrede, he made his prior to go la 
to Waylys, and seche were J«t sche was byrryed. So 
wente J^is prior forthe, and, by the grace of God and reue- 
lacion of Je holy madon, he com to Je place where sche 
laye, and so with stren^ of lordschip, and o)^er helpe ^t 
he hadde, he browjte her bownus in to sent Gylus churche 
at Scrowesbury townos ende, and J^erre abode to a certen 
day, in }t whiche sche schulde be translated, & with ho- 
nour and worschip be browjte in to ye abbey, ^n when f is 
day coin J gret multitnde of pepulle com fyder in party for 
a gret miraculle, ^t was done in that churche, of a chelde 
]?at was heyled of grett sekenes, and also to do worschip to 
ytkt holy madon, and so ^en the abbot of }e place and J?e con* 
uent, with mony o]K*r men of holy churche, browjtan hur 
in to fe abbey, and setton her fere as sche is nowe, whese 
God in schorte tyme aftur wrow^te f rytty grett myraculs 
fat byn wrytton, with owte ofer mony fat byn not writton, 
bothe of f ose fat sche dyd in her lyue, and of er mo mony 
fat byn wrow^te at her walle. fen to sterre yowre deuocyOQ 
fe more to fis sent, now I wulle telle yow a myraculle fat 
was done to a mon of Erkalle towne, fat was called Adam, 
fis mon was greucsly payned with fe fallyng eueUe, and 
bothe his hondus weron turned ajeynward, and layen flatt 
to his armes, so fat fe armys weron stompus and noe 
armes. He had also suche a greuance in his on legge, 
fat he my;^e nott goo but with myche peynance. So fif 
Adam, with fese grett greuus, with myche penance he 
cemme to fe schryne of sent Wenefrede, & was f erre in hit 
prayers alle a nyjte. But an f e morowe, what for wach. 

o 3 ched. 
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ched, what for weiy, he felJeon slepe, and when he woke he 
feld hym selfe hoole in alle his lymmys, ^ ^YZ ^^^ hondos 
ttrey^te euon owte, and stirryd his fyngurs alle at his lyk- 
3mge, and sayed whedur he niygjte goo, and z^de forthe 
Vythe owton grene, and felde welle ^at he was hoole of ^e 
fallyng euelle. Wherfore with hyj yoyce he ]K>nked God & 
^s holy madon, and was fayne of his heyle, ^t he made a 
woo, ^at he wolde neuer goo from hur, but by a seruand in 
)wt churche alle his lyue aftur, and so he was. Jrus, gode 
men & women, je han ensampuile to do worschip to ^8 
'holy maydon and martir, and ^awj je by now hooly in 
body fulle heit, mony of yow byn seke in sowle ; wherfore 
ye ban ]re more nede to seche hur to haae heyle in sowle 
.^n in body. For ofte tymes God sendus sekenes in body 
fo heie to ^e sowle. bat sekenes of sowle ys heredethe, but 
ache be )?e soner heylyd. Wherfore prayth too hur to gete 
yow hele bothe in body and in sowle, so ^at.ye cum to hym 
^ is heyle to alle sowlus, J^at is, Jhesu Criste God son of 
heyuon. Myud miraeubnn. In the towne of Schrowysbury 
aetan III* men to gedur, and as ^ey seton talkyng, an at. 
turcoppe cum owte of ^e wowj, and bote hem by the nek. 
kus alle ^re, & J^w^ hit greuyd hem at ]^at tyme but ly* 
tulle, sone aftur it roncoled & so swalle her J^rotus, & forset 
her breythe, ^at II. of hem weron deed, and }e ^rydde was 
so nyj deed, ^at he made his testament, & made hym redy 
in alle wyse, for he hoped nowjte but only dethe. ]?en as 
he lay in his turment, he J'owgt on sent Wenefrede and of 
her myracnlus, Sc so as he mygte he bad his modur go ^yder, 
& offur a canduUe to fe schryne, & brynge hym of ]?e water 
^at her bones were wasschon yn, and so sche dyd . & when he 
had yis water, he made whasseche his sore ]?er with, & when 
he had done so, he felrle ^SLt he amended, & fen he made a 
wooe fo sonte Wenefrede, j^at gifF he myjte haue lyffe & 
hele, he wolde make an ymage of syluer & otlur to her. }nis 
he mended yche day aftur o)wr, tylle he was alle hoole, & 
J'en he made an ymage of syluer as he be hette, & jude J^y. 
der, 8l ofTeryd hit to J^e schryne, & be cum her seruant 
euer whille he lyflyd aftur. ^fliud miraculum. Also to a day 
of her translacion J>er cum owte of Wayles knyjtuSf & 
mony men with hem, to se the solempnite & ^e maner ]^er of, 

& 
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& ao in her company com" a gret mon, }^at was dowmbe, & 
myjte no J^ynge speke, but alle by signes. So when yey 
common in to ^ chnrche, sodenly ]^is dowmbe mon fello 
doune to 'pe grownde, & felle on alepe. ^n as he lay sent 
Wenefrede com to hym, and bad hym drynke watur J^ her 
bonus were wasschon yn, & he schuld be hoole of his speche, 
& of oj^reoel ]^at he had. ]ren a non he woke, and bad ^iK 
hym holy watur. ^n haddon his felowus gret wondur, ^t 
yey hardon hym speke, & asked hym what watur he wolde 
hane. ^en sayd he, ]^ watur pat sent Wenefredus bonns 
weron waschon yn ; & when he had dronkon of ^l water, he 
was hoole as any fysche, & a non he ^ude in to pe qnere, & 
by pe couent he tolde oponly pat he com J^ydur for no o]^r 
^yng, but only to se pe doyng of pe solempnite. bat now for 
iche hathe, of her gret curtesy, ^effen me my speche, and 
heled me in my body also, ^rfore I wulle be her pylgryme 
whille Jmt I lyue, & so he was euer aftur. 



Num. XVI. Vide Pr»f. §. XIX. 

Extract of a Letter^ written to the Publisher from 
Winchester Jult/ ^th. 1724. by the Reverend Mr. 
Richard Fumey^ relating to the Election of an 
Jbbess of Rumsey Nunnery in Hampshire Anno 
D* 1333. which confirms what is asserted in 
this Chronicle y thai the said Nunnery was found* 
ed by K. Edgar for an hundred Nunns. 

Dear Sir, 

Upon receiving your*«, I looked into the 
Register of John Stratford^ some time Bishop 
of Winton, afterwards Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and therein, fol. 82. found the following 
particulars, which relate to what you mention- 

o4 ed^ 
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ed^ viz. That Sibil CarboDel the Abbess dyiog 
on June 1. 1333. Joane Icche was elected 
June 25. following^ there being at the time of 
the Election Agnes de Stanlegh Priorissa^ Jo- 
hanna Gervays Sub-Priorissa^ Alicia de Roppe- 
leigh Sacfista, Johanna Icche Celerariar. (the 
same that was elected Abbess, ) Oliva Beaufou 
Prfficentrix, Agnes de Bromore, Cecilia de 
Blontesdone, Ela Croupes, Elena Baa, Alicia 
de Roucestr, Agatha de Wjnton, Katerina de 
Gfjmstede, Beatrix Beaufou, Amicia Bluet, 
Marg. per me, Agnes Beaufou, Alicia de Wal- 
tham, Sarra Okly, Alicia Brembelsshete, Mar- 
gar* de Tjdelesfaide, Lncia Gower, Matild de 
Grimstede, Margir. Deneys, Margar. Poyntz, 
Amicia Malure, Johanna de Farnlington, Ami- 
cia de Forstebury, Johanna de Compton, Ali- 
cia Levynton, Katerina Joevene, Johanna 
Poyntz, Johanna Beaufou, Agatha Bekks, 
Johanna Payn, Beatrix Neyvill, Isabel de Ha- 
meldone, Marger. filia Warini, Amicia de Wyn- 
hale, Eugenia Chartes, Marg. Cracy, Margar. 
Warblynton, Alicia de Groveneye, Katerina 
de Aysshelonde, Margar. de Buctesthorn, Isol- 
da Roches, Matild. Trenchard, Agnes de Wyn- 
ton, Johanna de Roppelye, Agnes Waram, Ha- 
wysia Luffegrave, Dionisia Golaffre, Alic. de 
Wynton, Isabella de Staunford, Maria de Rop- 
pelye, Alicia de Thuddene, Marg. Forest, Eli- 
zabeth 
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sabeth Syfrewast, Johanoa de Sparkeford^ 
Marg. PauBcefot^ Marg. Att^ Rye> Jobanna 
Boyton^ Jobaona Purie^ Isabella Fraunceys^ Ju- 
liana de Romeseye, Cristna Okhain> Eva Doi- 
gnel^ Matild de Roppelye, Eliz. Silvayn^ Cri- 
«tina Brik^vill, Muriele Cotel^ Katerina de 
Donton, Margar. de Weston^ Elianora Rude> 
Cristina Bromham^ Katerina Warham, Johao. 
na de Totteford^ Johanna Carbonel^ Alicia 
Carbonel^ Johanna de Eoedford, Edttha Ey- 
mer^ Alic. de Aune^ Constancia Wauncy, Jo- 
hanna de Tystede^ Johanna de Winterbourae^ 
Katerina Warham^ Alic. de Cicestr. Petronilla 
de Wendlesworth, Margar. Fokeram^ IsabeHh 
Walraund, sorores : Mag. Ricardus de Chadd 
Canonicus & Prasbendar. Eccles. Conventual. 
Mag. Robertas de Stratford Canonicus & Pr«- 
bendar. Eccles. Conventual, de Romsey per 
Procurator, elegunt Abbatissam. ^ ^ 

4lk lit IK 
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Extract of another Letter^ written to the Publisher 
from Winchester Aug* 15* 1724. hjf the said Mr. 

Fur- 
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Fumey^ relating to the Number of the Nunns at 
Humsey some time before the Dissolution^ and to 
a Note^ about our old Historians^ in a MS. of Tri- 
vet at Winchester. 



GoDcerning Rumsey I learn^ that the num- 
ber of the Nuns was very much decreased be- 
fore the dissolution. For Elizabeth Ryprose 
being elected Abbess 16 Dec. 1523. but 23 
Nuns are mentioned. The same Eliz. Ryprose 
was Abbess in 1534. when the true yearly va- 
lue of the Nunnery is said to be 3951. 12s. Id. 

The following particulars^ tho they tell no 
more than what you know already, yet as they 
are taken out of a valuable MS. of Nich. Tri- 
vet's Chronicle, wrote on paper, iiow remain- 
ing in the library of the Dean and Chapter of 
Winchester, I thought, you would give them 
the reading. 

'^ Historiam de origine & gestis Britonum 
*' primus ex Gwallico sermone in Latinumtra- 
*^ duxit Galfridus Monothmotensis, desinens in 
'^ Athelstanum. 

'* Res Gwallicas excepit ab eo Galfrido Mo- 
'' nomethensi Karadocus Lancarvensis. 



€i 



An- 
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^' Anglorum res gestas ab eorum primo ad- 
'' ventu in Britanaiam Beda scripsit ad sua 
'^ usq; tempora. 

^' Willielmus Malmisburiensis Bedam exci- 

piens & succincte coUigens usq; ad r^em 

Egbritum^ qui, yaria sorte profligatis regu- 

*' lis, insulas pasne totius nactus est moaarGhi- 

am. lode pleno cursu tempora lucide des- 

cribit usq; ad finem Henrici primi. 

*' Nicolaus Triyettus, Malmisburiensem ex- 

'^ cipiens ,incipit a Stephano, & desinit in mor- 

'' tern Edwardi primi. 

Ab hoc qui filum Histories recto tramite 
deiDceps deducerent, non sunt reperti, sed 
'' pleriq; suo quisq; studio particularia dele- 
'' gitsibipersequenda, principium finemq; pro 
*' arbitrio statuens. 

'* Edmerus sobria sermonis festiyitate a Re- 
'^ ge Edgaro usq; ad Willielmum primum ra* 
'' ptim tempora perstrinxit, & inde licentius 
'^ evagatus usq; ad obitum Raduiphi Archie- 
'' piscopi diffusam & necessariam historiam stu- 
*^ diosus exhibuit. 

'' Ita prastermissis a tempore Bedas duceotis 
'' & yiginti tribus annis, temporum cursus clau- 
*' dicayit. 

'' Henricus Hontendoneosis archidiaconus. 

^^ Galterus Oxnefordeosis. 

*' Alfridus Beyerlacensis thesaurarius. 

'' Wil- 
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^^ Willielmus Rivalensis. 

'^ Giraldus Cambrensis Res Hibernias. 

^' Joannes Sarisburiensis. 

'^ Florentius Wigornensis Monaebus. 

'' Thomas Walsyngham ab irruptione Nor- 
'^ mannorum usq; ad principium regni Henrici 
6^. eui opus dedieayit. 

'^ Secuti sunt qui omnium ante se scribentium 
^ particulas in unum corpus conflarent, ut sunt 
*' hi: 

^ Ranulphus Cestrensis scripsit yarii generis 

Tariarumq; gentium historiam^ orsus i mun^ 

di origine^ eam texens usq; ad Henricum 
^' quiftrtum, quam Polichronica Toluit appellari. 

No other particulars are mentioned in this 
note^ which seems to have been written at the 

same time^ that the Index to the MS. was^ 

• 

much later than the MS. which seems to have 
been written about the time of the Authour. 

^ ^ ^ * * 41k ^ 
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j1 Copy of Dr. Richardson's and Mr. Thoresby's Let- 
ters about the Hospital of St. Mary Magdalen near 
Bawtre. 

For Mr. Thomas Hearne in Edmund-Hall 
Oxford. 

Dear 
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Dear Sir^ 

I received your second letter^ which I com- 
municated to a neighbouring gentleman^ who 
immediatly wrote to a friend at Bawtree^ to 
make inquiry after St Mary's Hospitall. I re- 
ceived an answer^ bot no satisfactory one. I 
alsoe at the same time wrote to Mr. Thoresby. 
He sent me word> that be hoped shortly to give 
me some satisfaction about it^ through the me* 
diation of a new Curate, that was come to 
Leedes and bom at Bawtree. The inclosed I 
received yesterday, which I beleive wil, in a 
great measure, answer what you desire. I can 
not get the least information about the Earth- 
Horns. If in this or any other respect I can 
be serviceable to you, freely command 

Your friend and servant 

Ric: Richardson. 
North Bierley 
Feb. 8th. 1784. 

For Dr. Richardson at North Bierley near 
Bradford 

These. 
Honoured Sir, 

Just now I received this Account from (he 
Vicar concerning the Hosp. of St. Ma. Mag. 
near Bautre. That the Chappel, Hospital and 

Alms 
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Alms House are all in good repair, that the an- 
nual pensions are 121. 6 s. 8 d. The present Ma- 
ster of the Hospital is Mr. Benjamin Day, Vicar 
of Mattersey, who succeeded Dr. Samuel Crow- 
brow Arch- Deacon of Nottingham ; whose Pre- 
decessor was John Lake, D.D. Vicar of Leedes^ 
and afterwards Bishop of Chichester. This 
Reverend Prelates Predecessor was one Walter 
Barnard, who enjoy 'd it during the Usurpa- 
tion of O. Cromwell, and preached a Lecture 
on the first Thursday in the Montb, in stead of 
the Morning Prayers on Wednesdays and Fri- 
days, which had before, and have since been 
duely used. His Predecessor was John Slack, 
mentioned in the Letter of Mr. Hearne, to 
whom pray present my service, I not being 
able to write to him my self, who am his and 



Leedes Feb. 2. 
1724. 



Your humble servant 

Ralph Thoresby. 



Num. XIX. See the Glossary to this Work, 

voc, bon04 

Ex MS. Dugd. ( in Museo Ashmoliano) E 2. 
sub finem. 

A Ti'anscripi of a certain Narrative'^ written by the 

late Bp. of Ely {Dr. Matthew IVren) with his own 

Hand^ 
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Ilandf of that remarkable Conference ^ which, after 
his Return from Spain with Prince Charles (Anno 
16S3.) he had with Dr. NeaU, then Bp. of Dur^ 
ham^ Dr. Andrews Bp. of Winchester , and Dr. 
Laud Bp. of St. David* s, touching the said Prince: 
whereat something Prophetical was then said by thai 
Reverend Bp . of Winchester. 

After our Return from Spain^ My Lord of 
Winchester (among other great expressions of 
his Respects to me ) made me promise to him> 
that, upon all occasions of my coming to Lon* 
don, ( for I abode still at Cambridge) I would 
lodge with him. To which end, he caused three 
Rooms near the Garden to be fitted and reserved 
for me : And twice or thrice I had lodged 
there. 

And at another time coming suddenly to Lon* 
don and late, I lodged at my Sister's in Fri- 
day-Street, and the next Day (being Friday) 
I went to Winchester-House to Dinner, and 
craved his Lordship's pardon, that I lodged not 
there s because that my businesse was to treat 
with some Countrey Gentlemen, who lay in 
Holburne, whom I should not meet with but in 
the Evening and Morning, when it would not 
be safe for me to pass the Bridge or the Thames: 
And so after Dinner I took my Leave of him, 
hoping to return for Cambridge on Munday. 

But 
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But on Saturnday goiog to do my Duty to 
My Lords of Durlmnx aod St Dayids^ and tell- 
iBg them of my mdden Return, tbey would 
needs over^^rule me^ aod made me promise 
them^ thd' I had taken leaye of My Lord of 
Winchester^ yet to meet them next Day at 
White-Hall at My Lord's Chamber at Dinner : 
I did so, and there we sat after Dinner above an 
Hour. And then I shewing them, that on 
the morrow my Business would be dispatched, 
and I would be gone on Tuesday, I took leave 
again of them all. But on Munday morneby 
break of the Day (befoi^ they used to be Stirr- 
ing in Friday-Street) th^re was a great knock- 
ing at the Door where I lay ; And at last an 
Apprentice (who lay in the Shop) came up to 
my Bed-Side, and told me, there was a Mes- 
senger from Winchester-House to speak with 
me: The Businesse was to let me know, that 
My Lord, when he came from Court last Night, 
had given his Steward charge to order it so, 
that I might be spoken with, and be required 
as from him without faile, to dine with him on 
Munday; but to be at Winchester-House by 
Ten of the Clock, which I wondered the more 
at ; his Lp. not using to come from his Study 
till near Twelve. My business would hardly 
permit this; yet because of his Lordship's im* 
portunity, I got up presently, and into Hol- 

burne 
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burne I went^ and there made such Dispatch^ 
that soon after Ten of the Clock I took a Boat^ 
and went to Winchester- House^ where I found 
the Steward at the Water-gate waiting to let me 
in the nearest waj^ who telling me, that my 
Lord had called twice to know if I were come ; 
I asked where his Lordship was ? He answered. 
In his great Gallery, (a place where I knew his 
Lp. scarce came once in a Year. ) And thither 
I goings the Door was lockt : but upon my lift- 
ing the Latch, My Lord of St. David's opened 
the Door, and letting me in, lock'd it again. 

There I found none, but those three Lords, 
who causing me to sit down by them. My Lord 
of Durham began to me. '^ Doctor, Your 
'^ Lord here will have it so, I that am the un-* 
'^ fittest Person, must be the Speaker : But thus 
it is : After you left us Yesterday at White- 
Hall, we entring into farther Discourse of 
'' those things, which we foresee and conceive 
'* will 'ere long come to pass, resolved again to 
speak to you before you went hence. ^ 

We must know of you, what your Thoughts 
'' are concerning your Master thie Prince. You 
^' have now been his Servant above two Years, 
'' and you were with him in Spain ; We know 
" he respects you well; and we know you are 
*' no Fool, but can observe how things are like 
'' io go. What things my Lord ?" ( quoth I. ) 
Vol. I. p ^< la 
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'* In brief/' sayd he, '* how the Prince's Heart 



it 



*^ stands to the Church of England, that when 

God brings him to the Crowne, we may know 

what io hope for. 

My Reply was to this effect ; That however 
I was the most unfit of any to give my Opinion 
herein, attending but Two Months in the Year, 
and then at a great Distance, only in the Clo- 
set, and at Meals ; yet seeing they so pressed 
me, I would speak my Mind freely : So I sayd, 
'* I know My Master's Learning is not equal to 
** his Father's; Yet I know his Judgment to 
^ be Tery right: And as for his Affections in 
'' these particulars, which Your Lordships have 
^' pointed at, for upholding the Doctrine and 
'^ Discipline, andthe right Estate of the Church, 
'^ I have more confidence of him, than of his 
'^ Father, in whom they say ( better than I can ) 
^' is so much inconstancy in some particular 
^^ cases* 

Hereupon My Lords of Durham and St. Da^ 
tbd's began to argue it with me, and required 
Bde to let them know, upon what ground I came 
to think thus of the Prince : I gave them my 
ceasons at large, and after many replyings 
(above an Hour together) then My Lord of 
Winchester (who had said nothing all the while) 
l^^espake me in these Worda^ 



iC 



Well 



rr 
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'' Well Doctor, God send you may be a 

true Prophet coQcerningyour Master's locli- 

nations in these particulars^ which we are 

^' glad to hear from you : I am sure I shall ba 

a true Prophet; I shall be in my Grave and 

so shall you. My Lord of Durham, but My 

'^ Lord of St. David's, and you. Doctor, will 

'' live to see that Day that your Master will be 

'^ put to it, upon his Head and his Crown, with- 

^' out he will forsake the Support of the Church. 

Of this Prediction made by that Holy Father^ 

I have now no Witness, but mine own Con-* 

science, and the Eternal God, who knows I lie 

not ; no body else being present when this was 

spoken, but those three Lords. 



Num. XX. See the Glossary to this Work, 

voc. siantpcOcnt. 

Extract of a Letter to the Publisher from Mr. Graces 
of Mickleton in Gloucestershire ^ concerning Camp^ 
den in that County. With a remarkaUe Passage 
upon that occasion^ out of an old anonymous MS. 
Author (stiled John Sever by Dr. Powell J in Tri* 
nity College Library Oxon. 
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As to the Etymology and STcituation of 
Campden, as you relate it from Dr. Skimur*% 
Etj/mologicon ; I very readily agree with him, 
but never saw the Book ; and consulting with 
Ant. a Wood^ and finding a good Character of 
the Author, I think to gett it. 

I have formerly observed, that John Bever^ 
or Castorius, calPs it Campodunum; which Ter- 
^mination made me believe it to be a Roman 
Town; for we meet in Antoninus's Itinerary 
with those of Cambodunum, Margidtenum, Camu- 
lodimum, Muridunum, Sorviodunum, and Marl-- 
dunum; in all which Dr. Gale make's the Termi* 
nation, dunum, to answer to, coUis, in the La- 
tine; and so likewise the Scituation of those 
Tovms he observers to be on Hills ; and indeed 
our Campden is ever reckoned among the 
Towns on the Cotswold Hills, but at the same 
time is scituated in a deep Valley, or Den^ on 
those Hills. 

For, as you come to it on the North side, 
on the Road from Warwick, and Stratford, 
through Mickleton; you goe up hill almost all 
the way for the 2. last Miles, that is, from Mic- 
kleton; and yet you see little or nothing of the 
Town, but the Church, and some Remains of 
the Great House, till you come within a Land's 
length of the Town ; and then you fall down, 
as it were, unexpectedly into it: But, 

as 
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as you approach it on the South side^ on the 
Road from London and Oxford^ you come 
down a Hill for above a Mile to it, and have a 
full view of the whole Town, which lye's in 
length East and West, all along the Bottom ; 
but in breadth North and Souths on a declining 
Bank; and the Church, and these Remains of 
the Great House, stand on a rising ground above 
the rest. 

Lying in this Valley it is encompassed on S. 
sides, that is. North, West, and South, by the 
Cotswold Hills; but lye's open on the East side 
to the Morning Sun, which make's the Scitua- 
tion both pleasant and health full ; and overr 
look's a pleasant Vale, lying considerably be- 
low it; which run's through some Parts of 
Worcestershire, Warwickshire, and Oxford- 
shire^ to the Borders of Northamptonshire. 

Dr. Powel, in his Notes on the History of 
Wales^ pag. 11, 12. ha's translated the whole 
Passage out of Bever^ and it seem's by his Ac«> 
count, that the Place was then (above a Tbou^ 
sand years agoe) of considerable Note, and. 
large Extent ; for, upon a threatning Message 
from the Britains, the great King Ina of the 
West Saxons summoned all the other Saxon 
Kings to repair thither ; where old King Sibert 
of the East Saxons making a Speech to them, 
and, among other things, recommending to 

p 3 them 
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them the choosing a Head to lead them^ thej 
made Ghoiceof King Ina; who received Horn* 
age of them there^ and advancing his Standard^ 
marched forward against the Britains. 

Probably it might be then the chief Resi« 
dence of the West Saxon Kings^ at least of this 
Ina ; however it must be necessarily furnished 
with stately Houses^ fitt to give Reception to 
the Persons of all the Saxon Kings of the He* 
ptarchy, with their Courtiers and Attendants^ 
which must be very numerous : besides^ there 
teemed to have been a great Army along with 
them, which waited the Result of their Gon-i* 
tultations. 

I know not^ what should induce the Dr. to 
call the Place MowU Campeden; unless there 
was some word in the original Latine, besides 
that of Campoduuum, that answcr'd to that of. 
Mount; for^ if it was barely that and no more^ I 
think it should have been rendered, according to 
Dr. Gale, the Camp on the Mount, or ffilL But 
I want very much to see the original Latine ; 
and accordingly, when I was at London last 
year, went to the Cotton Library to peruse that 
Copy of Bever, which is said to be there, 
Vitell. E. XV IL 4. I saw the MS. indeed, bnt 
there is not the least mention of that Passage in 
the Book; which Mr. Casley and I, both of us^ 
thoroughly examined; that I concluded, it was 

not 
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not Bever's Chronicle, but some other Anony- 
mous Writer. 

The printed Catalogue of MSS, mention's 
one Copy of this Authour in Trinity Colledge 
Library Oxon, and another in Sr, Simonds 
D' Ewes Library, which are all I meet with. 

I don't find any Authour ha's followed Bever^ 
in calling it Campodunum, but Langhorn in his 
Chron. Reg. Angl. who both in the Epistle Dedi- 
catory, pag. 5. and also the Book it self, pag. 
S50. write's it Campodunum: But all Authours 
and Records, that I have seen, generally spell 
it with a (p.) which agree's with Dr, Skinner's 
Etymology. 

I have not mett with any mention of the 
place, after that Account of Bever's, 'till the 
Time of William the Conquerour, when in 
Domesday-book it is written Cantpedene, foK 
166. b. In the next King's Reign, A.D. 1093. 
in the Charter of Will. Rufus, confirming the 
Grant of Hugh Earl of Chester, (to whom the 
Conquerour had given Campden,) of the Titles 
of that Manor, (among others,) to the Churcly 
of St. Werburge's in Chester, it is called Campe^ 
dena; Mon. Angl. vol. I. pag. 201. a. lin, 45* 
And so, through all the King's Reigns, quite 
down to this present time, it ha*8 constantly 
been written with a (p.) but differently spell'd, 
as Campedena, Caumpedena, Compedena^ and 8ome« 

p 4: times. 
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times^ Campendena; as particularly in a Charter 
of Hugh de Gundeville^ who lived in the Reign 
of K. Henr. 2. to the Abbey of Evesham ; which 
is in a Register of Charters of that Abbey in 
th^ Cotton Library, Vespas. B. 34. fol. 44. a. 
which, because it make's much for the Antiqui- 
ty of the Markett here, I have added at length, 
viz. 

• 

'^ Notum sit presentibu»^ et futuris, quod 
'' ego Hugo de Gundevilla concessi omnibus 
^' hominibus Abbatis de Evesham liberam 
potestatem et quietam eundi^ et emendi, 
et vendendi, in foro meo de Campendena ; 
et prohibeo, ne aliquis Balivorum. meo- 
^^ rum petat ab aliquo suorum Telonium, 
'' vel aliam consuetudinem ; yel aliquam ve- 
'' xationem eis faciat in foro meo, vel in 
*^ via ; uec aliam consuetudinem ab eis exi- 
'' gat^ quam mei faciunt in foro Abbatis. 
" Testibus, (inter alios,) Osmundo dc Cam- 
'* pendena, Everardo de Campendena/' 

And in another Charter in the same Register, 
fol. 42. a. 

*' Sciant, &c. quod ego Rogerus Dei gratia 
'' Abbas dc Evesham, et ejusdem loci Con- 
*'yentus, concessimus, &c. Johanni Grene, 
'' et Alitie uxori ejus, filie Everardi de Cam- 
^' pendena, &c. Testibus, ( inter alios, ) WilTo 

'' filio 
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filio Everardi de Campendena^ Everardo 
et Augustino fratribus ejus^ &c. 

Dr. Gale in his Commentaries on Antoninus't 
Itinerary, on the word Catribodunum, saie's^ An^ 
tonini codices aliquot MSS. legunt Campodunum, 
quemadmodum if; Beda; alii Camp.odonum et 
Campadunum : So that there seem*8 to have 
been a Place of the same Name with that of 
Beyer's, in the time of the Romans^ in the 
North of England; and I think our Campden 
likely enough to have born the same Name 
(Campodunum,) as long agoe^ in the South of 
England. 

Verstegan, (Antw. 1605. 4*<^) pag. 287. 
agree's with Dr. Skinner in his deriving it 
from the A. S. Camp, and Den ; but fan* 
tie's it to have been some Place appointed 
for Champions, Combat-fighters, or men of 
Arms, to encounter each otber^ &c. 

I don't know, whether you have Sr. Rob. At- 
kins; but be saies, pag. 309. a. That it is so 
called from a Camp, near that Place, where a 
Battle had been formerly fought; and pag. 
322. a. That a great Battle was fought between 
the Mercians, and West-Saxons^ in the Ham- 
lett of Barrington, about a Mile from the Town 
of Campden : The Camp of the Mercians was 
»t Willersey, the Camp of the West-Saxons on 

Meen- 
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Vpon occasion of this Letter front Mr. Graves, I 
desired a worthy Friend to consult the Harleyan 
MS. of Sever, wluch accordingly he very readily did, 
(byihe Fawur of the R*. Hon^^. the Earl of Oxford,) 
and from lus Answer I understand, that the Passage, 
referred to by Dr. Powell, is also wanting there; but 
then I find, tluU'tis in tlieMS, of TrinUy-CoUege Li- 
brary in this Vniversity ( the same tliat I have cited 
in my Glossary ^) from which I shall here publish 
U at large, as 'tis inserted in my MSS. Collections % 
at the same time advertising, that this Trinity- Col-- 
lege MS. is a Collection by an anonymous Writer 
(whom, however. Dr. Powell, to whom it bdong'd^ 
ventures to stile Bever) and that 'tis not tJie true 
genuine Bever, such as may be met with {as far as 
I can, at present, understand) in the Cottonian and 
Harleyan MSS. 

Quoniam ex scriptura commendabili felicis 
Bcdse presbiteri modernorum traditur memo- 
rial per quot regna, quibus^ quotq; regibus 
dim Britaonia subjacebat, id in hoc opuscule 
redigere non decuit^ quod tantus pater suo 
carmine singulis patefecit. Verum quia felix 
Beda praelibatus anno nati Salvatoris ex virgine 
Dccxxxii. ex hac vita transisse fertur^ ex tunc 
regum gesta regniq; fortuita futurorum tradere 
memoriis studentem racio suadebat. Inspectis 
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igitur cronicarum coUectis^ ac de gestis Anglo- 
rum libellis^ actus veritati Concordes Auctor 
hujus operis tenore praesentis paginae copulavit. 
Ut itaq; ex certo principio prsesens narracio fi- 
nem debitum per ordinem sorciatur^ prodesse 
creditur ab ejus incipere progenie^ qui Brito- 
num rex ultimus reliquit Britanniam alienis. 
Anno siquidem gracias dccxxt. ante decessum 
Beds septimo^ luorius & Henyhinus^ filii filial 
regis quondam Gadwalladri^. de Hibernia ve- 
nientes^ duobus Walliae regibus opem praestan- 
tibus^ totam Cestrias provinciam vastaverunt. 
Yenientes quoq; in rure Danorum^ quod ex eo 
Anglice nomen accepit Campedene^ Latine 
campus Danorum^ regibus Anglorum manda- 
runt legatos^ ut Britanniam sibi restituerent, a 
qua sues patres & parentes injustis incursibus 
expuleruut. Addentes mandando, quod nisi in- 
fra quindenam regionem redderent^ ulterius vi- 
tas spacium non huberent. Inclitus ergo West* 
sexiae Ine rex^ filius Kenredi regis^ omnibus 
Anglorum regibus hoc mandatum innotuit^ qui 
mox armata manu in monte de Campedene ve- 
neruntj quibus rex eciam Estsexiae Sibertus ait, 
^' Animadvertamus, karissimi> quales sumus, & 
'^ quales qui contra nos veniunt. Yere Britones 
*' sunt, quorum patres & parentes^ patres no* 
'' stri a suishereditariis expulerunt. Nunc siqui- 
*' dem veniunt dejure, pugnando calumpniare 

'' quod 
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^' quod^suisnostrijuribusabstulere. Faciamu§ 
*^ ergo sicutceteras faciuntregiones. Eiigamus 
nobis capud^ qui nos ducat^ dirigat & guber- 
net; eui nos omnes^ tanquam membra^ sicut 
'' domino, tarn pacis quam guerras temporibus, 
*' inclinemus, quoniam sine capite non speratur 
Tictoria reputari. Nonne anno secundo post 
Britonum dispersionenii Saxenicum super po^ 
pulum, multo nunc nobis forciorem, infra 
sq)tennium quindecies applicuerunt^ regna 
regumspoliarunt, populumtrucidarunt, & re* 
^' Tcrtentes nostros vix vivos lacerates vulneri- 
'' busreliquerunt?" RegessiquidemAnglorum 
omnes, hoc content i consilio, strenuissimum 
mil item Ine^ Westsexis regem, in caput A do- 
minum regum Anglorum unanimiter eligerunt, 
anno Domini dclxxxix. Qui regum acceptis 
homagiis^ vexillum regni erexit, ac excercitum 
luorii & Henyhini ita debactavit^ quod in Wal- 
liam> relictis tentoriis^ fugierunt. Optenta itaq ; 
victoria^ rex Ine^ cum Anglorum regibus^ (prss'- 
ter Sibertum regem Estsexiae^ qui^ causa sene- 
ctutis & impotenciae> ad suam ' rediens regie* 
nem) apud Southampton se divertit^ ubi suus 
cognatus Adelardus occurrens nunciavit^ quod 
luorius & Henyhinus exercitum novum con* 
gregarunt^ ut Anglorum populum iterum * de- 
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bellanint. Rex namq; Ine, miles validissimusj 
illttc progredi non tardayit, Snaudonem obae* 
ditf Hibernes & Britones ad naves fugere com* 
pulit, & totam sibi Walliam Mibjugarit Fe^ 
jtum vero Sancti David rex Ine tenere YoIeo8» 
cum suis regibus & Wallias magnatibus ^ud 
Bangor accessit, ubi die aeptimo post festum 
proclamare fecit> quod omnes reges ad soat 
redire[nt] regiones^ moraturi donee mandatum 
haberent^ ut iterum coDvenirent. Regibus ita« 
que repatriatis. Rex Ine cum Adelardo suo co* 
gnato^ & tota Regla familia> suam civitatem 
Mamecestriam petivit^ Ethelburgam suam re- 
ginam^ suumq; filium Adellum ibidem invenitj 
cum quibus vix tribus mensibjus repausavit. A*- 
dellus quoq;> filius regis unicus^ prssentem vi- 
tarn terminayit eo tempore^ dolorem patri non 
modicum propinando. Adelardusinterea^Wal* 
Ham cupiens circuire^ tres exploratores obviam 
habuit, quibus captis&scrutatis^ concepit^ quod 
luorius &HenyhiDUs venturi sunt Angliamcum 
tanta populi multitudine^ quod omnes Anglo- 
rum reges eorum viribus resistere non valebant. 
Adelardus igitur ad regem Anglorum Ine re- 
diens^ eidem retulit quod audivit. Rex autem 
Ine^ suis statim regibus exspressa causa^ manda- 
vit^ quod indilate venirent Cestris^ in equis & 
armis parati contra suos hostes, suas defendere 
fegiones. Reges namq; mandatum hujusmodi 

pari-^ 
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pariter acceptantes, Cestris convenerunt, Te* 
zillum regium sectaotes, percusBoq; bello cum 
BrItoBibuSj ia fugam converteruat adversarios^ 
qui iQfra sequens bieDniura Angliam sepcies ia- 
vadebaot, civitates & villas ipoliabaat, & cum 
tpoliis repedabant. Interea rex lae opteata 
victoria remeavit, & annis triginta sex super 
regno Westseziae peractis, Adelardo cogoato 
iuo regaum suum l^avit. 






PETER LANGTOPT's 
CHRONICLE. 

g\ Sayiit Bedo bokea writcn cr stories olde. 
Sex li undrctb & four score & nicn ;ere mo cr 

tolde 
Sen }>at Jhcsu Crisle of Mary was born, 
& ])e kyrig Cadwaladrc |>is lond had alle lorn. 

Fur Eiiglis & Sessons he went to lesse Brctayii, 

Tospekewith fiUcoeyDc, bis name waJikyngAlayn. 

& fro }>icn he went vnto ])c courte of Rome, 

For lu tak his penance & of his syniies dome. 

Wluu) lie was asoyled of )>e peiie Sergie, 

He died & was biricd in Rome solcmplic. 

f n fii ;erc afiter iioufter lesse no more 

Kom bis & bis kosyn Ini & luore, 

In scbip out of Irelond, in Wales gan jx;i vpryue, 

^rgli out Chestrescliirc werre gan |)ci dryue. 

Had f>ei no styntyng, bot jwrgli alle \ic'i ran, 

Unto Wynchestre, alle Jw loud Jtei wan. 
Vol. I. 8 In 



2 De bello sub Campdene0 

We^e^"" In Wcstscx was J?an a kyng, ' bis was Sir Inc. 

Whan he wist of ]>e Bretons, of werrc ne wild he fine. 

Messengers he sent J^orghout Inglond 

Unto \>e Inglis kynges, )>at had it in \)ex hond, 

& teld how ]>e Bretons, men of mykelle myght, 

\>e lond wild wynne ageyn J?orh force & fygbt. 

Hastisly ilkone \>e kyngcs com fiille suythe, 

Boide men & stoule, )7cr hardinesse to ki)M;. 

In a grcte Daneis felde J^er ^ei samncd alle, 

]mt euer s\\>en hiderward Kampedene men kalle. 

Of all ]fo Inglis kynges, \mt \mn comen wore, 

Sigbert, kyng of Estsex, in elde was he more. 

He bigan to speke tille alle \>e chiualrie : 

*• We be comen allc of kynde of Germenic, 

*^ \>ai chaced has \>e Bretons here of \>et kytlie. 

^^ Now ere yei comen to clay me it, & mykelle force J^am with. 

*^ Oi)?er bihoues vs defend it, or jelde vp our * righ. 

^' I rede we chese a hede, ]>at vs to wcrre kan dight, 

" & to Jjat ilk hede I rede we vs bynde, 

" For wcrre withouten hede is not wele, we fynde. 

]>e barons jede to conscile, & teld it s\]>en on hie, 

Ine kyng ' kyng" of Westsex was a knyght wor}7ie, 

Forto gye vs alle, J^at now er comen here. 

Ine toke ]>e feaute, displayed his banere, 

& went to \>e bataile in a fulle faire grene^ 

)>at is vnder Kampedene, a medew I wene. 

luor & Ini were disconfite ]>ai day, 

J^e Iris & ]>e Wals with J?am fled away. 

^- ■ ^ -- — ■ 

■ Pro, his name was. * L, right. > Rcdundat. 

Alle 
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Allc were }>ci ncre slayn, & \o j^at J^cr left 

Fled vnto Wales ynto }?er schippes eft. 

Whan )7isc Bretons tuo were fled out of J^is lond, 

Inc toke his fcautc of alle J^at ' lond helde. 

At the fiftend day \c\ samncd at Southaraptone, 

With joy alle at ons )?ci went tille Snawdone 

On luor & Ini, ]7at tapised by ]^at side. 

To purueie ]7am a skulkyng*, on \q Englis eft to ride. 

Bot Ine had }>e Inglis cuerilkon at grille, 

Hot Segbert of Estsex at home left stille. 

He was of grete elde, & myght not trauaile^ 

Bot luor & Ini }ft Englis gan ]7am assaile* 

\e Englis were bolde, & drofe }7am U> \e sand. 

Jhj fled out of Wales away tillel reland. 

» 

X HE Englis ^ kynges turned, }fti mot do nomore, 
Bot soiorned ]7am a while in rest a Bangore, 



luor & Ini 
fui^iunt. 



' L. helde lond. * See pug, 
12, 13. o/ a most rare Book^ be, 
ing Mr. Thomas Ellis^s imper. 
feci Edition {zcith great Im~ 
provements) of Dr. PorscWs 
History^ to which is prefixed 
Sir John Prise*s Description 
of Wales. Oxon, 1653. 4to. 
I call it imperfect^ because it 
teas never near compleated by 
Mr. ElliSy as will appear from 
the following Remark^ which I 
have written at the beginning 
of my Copy that I happened to 
purchase in the Year 1722. 
^^ The following Description of 



" Wales was published by Mr. 
" Thomas Ellis^ A. M. and 
" Fellow of Jesus Coll. Oxon. 
*' but His much altered from 
''the Edition which Dr. 
" Powell set out, with the His. 
" tory of Cambria, now calU 
" ed I'Vales, at Lond. in 1584. 
" 4/0. The said Mr. Thomas 
'' Ellis zcas a learned Man, and 
'' a very great Antiquary. He 
" began also to reprint the 
" said History of Cambria, 
" which was grown (and is 
'' now) very scarce. In order to 
" which that great Antiquary, 
B 2 « Rob. 
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\^i ilk a kyug of reame suld mak him alle rcdie. 
Ai\e Paske after J>e kyng Ine ' gart * trie. 
Home forto wend to childe & to \¥ife. 
To visitte \tx londes, to solace })cr life. 
Ine kyng of Westsex for bis * wife sent 
Viito * Malmcestre, )« quene tille him \¥ent. 



^^ Rob. Vaughan of Ilcngzeort 
" in Merionethshire^ Esq. (icho 
^^ was diverted bi/ other Business 
^' from publishing this Work^ as 
^^ he otherKise designed) com^ 
" municaied to him his Correct 
^^ tions and Additions. Bui Mr. 
'* Ellis Jinding^ that a pauL 
^^ /ry, illitterate Author^ called 
'* Percie Enderbie, had been 6e- 
^^ fore hand with him^ and some 
(^ way or other had got Mr. 
^' Faughan^s Notes also^ and 
^ woi so bold, asj without Mr. 
*^ Vaughan'* s leave^ topritU them 
*^ in his Book (xchich is but a 
** poor thing) in Folio caWd, 
^^ Cambria Triuiuphans : or, an. 
^^ cient and modern British and 
^^ Welsh llistories, he laid by his 
^' Design^ and so no more was 
^' printed than 128. Pages, all 
*^ which are here. After he had 
*' desisted (for which ail curious 
** and learned Men were very 
** sorry, he being so very cajya* 
*' ble of doing great Matters) 
^^ the Copies, all but a very few, 
'^ were sold for wast Paper. 
'^ V^onwhich account the Book is 



'' nowa Konderfull Rarity, and 
'^ highly valuable. Dr*Powell^s 
*^ Additions arc marked thutt 

" This Book belonged to the 
** Revd. Mr. Josiah Pullen, 
" M. A. and Vice^Principal of 
" Magd. Hall Oxon.'' IVhat I 
have here obscrvUl about Mr, 
Ellis Sf Percie Enderbic is con* 
firmed by Mr. IVood, Ath. Oxon* 
Vol. 11. col. 248, 24ft. But the 
ch icf reason of my referring here 
to Mr. Ellis^s imperfect Ed, of 
Dr. PoweWs Ilist, of Cambria 
is upon account of a Passage that 
is there published, (as *tisalso in 
Dr. Pozcell^s otsn genuine Ed,) 
out of John Cnstoreus or Bever, 
which will very much illustrate 
this Place of Langtoft. 

' F. gan. Quod si gart reti,. 
neas, turn idem erit quod pre- 
pared. * F. crie. ^ EtheL 
burga, 4 Id est, Manchester, in 
agro Lancastrensi, quod Ma. 
mecestre appellat Hovedenus, 
Mamcrce aster Florcntius, Ma» 
nije-ceajftep Chron. Sax. Fu» 
tUcm autem eorum cof^eciuram 

esse 
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Ine \e kyng had a suniie, his name Adellu8« 
Dede him toke & he died^ als it salle do vs. 
Sorow & site he made, ]?er was non oj^er rede. 
For his sonne &; heyre, JTat so sone was dede. 



esse arbiiror^ nee ulla confuta- 
tione egercj qui vocem Mant- 
le ceajcep {in Chronico Saxo. 
nico) non de unica duntaxat 
urbCy sed de muUis civitatibus 
esse intelligendam puiant, Sed 
en tibi ipsa verba k Chronico^ 
sub anno dccccxxiii. uhi de 
Edmundo Senior e agens^ docu- 
itj ipsum eodem illo annoj max 
post wstaiemy ad Thelwaele 
[i. e. Thelwel, sive Thelwall, 
viculum ad ripamjiuminis Mer- 
sey in agro Cestrensi^ notante 
cl.GibsonOyp.45. Explicai. No* 
minum Locor. in ChnSax."] cum 
exercituprofeciumjprim umjus^ 
sisse earn urbem construi^ 6; firm 
mariy prassidioque muniri ; de^ 
inde jussisse etiam alium exer^ 
c'ttumy dum ibi commorareiury 
de Merciorum terra^ adire Ma- 
nigeceaster in Northymbriay ac 
earn resarcircy prasidioque mu^ 
nire. Hep on Jyjrjrum jeape. 
fop Eabpeapb cyninj mib 
jrypbe on uj:an hseppjt to 
Daelpaele. 'j hec j^pypcan ^a 
buph. *j jejectan. "j jemannian. 
Anb hec oVpe fypb eac op 
Mypcna ]?eobe. }a hpile }e he 
^sp pec jejrapan Manije* 
ceajtep on NopVLhymbpan, 



*j hie jebecan "j gemannian. 
Pro on upin haepfejc, autumm 
nali tempore habet Florentius 
Wigorniensis. Sic enim ille aub 
A.D. 920. (quo annOy nony tU 
Chr. Sax. 923. rem gestam 
fuisse retulitj Autumnali tem- 
pore rexinTictlssimusEad\?ardus 
ad Tealweale profcctus est, ibid- 
emquc urbem construxit, & ad 
ejus prassidlum quosque fortissi. 
mos de exercitu suo reliquit. Mi- 
sit etiam in Northimbriam Mer- 
ctorum exercitum, ut urbem Ma- 
merceastram restanrarent, & in 
ea fortes milites colJocarent. Ne^ 
que hoc in re quid discrepat ex- 
emplar prastantissimum edition 
nisFlorentii Wigorniensis inAto. 
Londini 1592. quody doctiisimi 
Langbainii notis quampiurimis 
MSS. {maximaex parte bduobui 
Mariani Scotiy k quopleraq; sua 
surripuit FlorentiuSy sicut in 
Lelando nostro, Col, rol. III. 
p. 277. monuiy Codicibus exim 
miiSy calamo exaratisy petitis) 
adornatuniy h Museo Arthuri 
Charlettiy nuper defunctiy rede^ 
miy idem nimirum illudexemm 
plary quod ad pag.^l^. edittonis 
nostra vita Mlfredi Magni 
Spelmannianm commemotuvi. 
b3 Int 
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Adelardus cepit regni gubemacula. 

Ine was kyng of Westsex sex & jTritty jere, 

FiiUe welc he jemed ]>e lond fro wo & fro wcherc. 

luor & Ini ost did he ]7aiii chace. 

In his tymc to rise had ]?ci neuer grace. 

Tiienty grcte batailes Ine ouerkam, 

]x? quene witbouten childe non hey re of hir nam. 

Ine went to Rome als in pilgremage, 

Adelard his cosyn he gaf his heritage. 

The pape him asoyled in treuth stedfast, 

Whan he had don his penance, he ;ald to God J^e gaste. 



1-lenriro 

Iluntyiin;- 

lone. 
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A.DELARD of Weslscx was kyng of Jhj empire*, 

Of Noreis & Surreis, gnyour of ilk schiro. 

He nc suffred neuere wrath to be abouc 

Bituex kyng baron, ]>at ne he mad ay loue. 

Alle ]>e Bretons he ouercome, J^at wild him assaile, 

& in his }7irtende jcre force gan him faile. 

Tille Uttrcd his kosyn, a stifle knygbt in stoure, 

He gaf his kyngdoni, & died in langoure. 

He liggcs at Bathe, for {^idcr was lie born. 

fe holy man Saynt Bcdc died a jere beforn. 
i Henry of Iluntyngton sen J^at day & }7at jere 

To write Inglis gestes fond he non his perc. 

A bisshop of Lincolne, Alisandre he hight, 

Praied him to write \>e gestes ^ai were right. 

)7erfor }?is Henry is cald a compiloure. 

He >^rote ^ Englis gestes whilom of honoure. 
1 }7us v.rotc to ]>e bisshop Henry \fe same, 

He sab, ]?is lond hight Bretayn, J^at now has oj^er name. 



Inglond 



jQuinqve 



Quinque plaga. 

Inglond now is cald, for Inglis men we fynd 

\o folk ]7at is )>erin, it is of diuers kynd. 

He sais ]7is lond has suffred so many tyme wo, 

Fiue sorowes he writes withouten o|7er rao. 

}po ilk fiue sorowes he calles fiue woundes, 

]nii ere not jit haled, ne salle be many stoundes. 

Nojjeles J^e clerk Merlyn sais certeyn, 

That Bretons at J^e last salle haf ^\% lond agayo, 

Whan Gadwaldre salle ealle with him |)e kyng Konan, 

AVhat tyme it salle falle, ;it wote no man. 

Now of fiue sorowes, )7at jit not cndid are, 

Henry in his writyng telles what ))ei ware. 

JL HE first of ]7ise fiue was |>orgh Romeyns, 

That wan it of Casbalan in to }pex demeyns. terre pri- 

Grete trcuage Jjei toke of |?is lond here, jSutf 

}pie }H>usand pounde of gold to paye ilk a jere, 

& four hundred jere lastid J^at ilk wo, 

\t\ mad |)e lond fulle pouere, ]7e folk ded J^ei slo. 
f )je to]7er sorow of |?is lond mykelle gan it greue, Sccimdm 

|>e Scottes & I'e Pcihtcs togider gan }pe\ cheue, 

To waste alle Northumberland, |)e godes away ]>ei ledde, 

Jmt men with ])e bestes in feldes )>ei )7am fedde. 
1 The ]7rid sorow of \\s lond com {'orgh ])e Sessons, Tercia pi»- 

l^at ten si)7es aryued yppon J'e Bretons, 

8c si]>en were chaced ageyn aw with maistrie, 

& eft aryued on ]7am here ]H)rgh quantise of spie. 

At |>e last ]}ei chaced out ])e Bretons so clcne, 

Away ynto Wales \tt kynd is I wane. 

b4 ^ 
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)>c Eiiglis of \>\% lond ]h; lordschip ]>ei tokC| 
& haf it ;it in J^er bond, J^e Bretons forsoke. 

Quarta f |« ferthe sorow of ^is lond com ]KH-gh }fe Daues^ 
\tt folk of the North slouh^ destroied ])er wanes. 
Si]^n wan )>ei alle ])e South, maistrie )>ei schewed* 
& laid }7er Dangilde on lered & lewed, 
& left ]7e Inglis ])e lond on a forward dere, 
To pay ilk a hede a poiy to jxun bi ;ere. 

Wnja I The fift sorow )>er after com^ whan William conqueroure, 
J^at aryued on J^is lond, Harald be slouh in stoure, 
& barons o}pex inouh| l^at died in )>c feld^ 
}>e lond lose ]>e armes, changed is )>c scheld. 
Si)>cn be & bis haf had )>c lond in heritage, 
l^t I'e Inglis haf so lad, J^at \ei lyue in seniagc. 
He sette }pe Inglis to be )>ralle, )7at or was so fre* 
He \dX bigan it alle in \e geste may ffi se. 
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))e kyngdom of Wcstsex, be sais, it was not litelle, 
Whan Adelard died )jerfro, & Uttred |?erto went. 

I'ttred s Uttred in bis first jere messengers be sent 
For kynges & barons vnlille bis parlcment, 
In stcde Jjer be it sette, }?ei wist what it ment. 
Bot Eadbald it withsaid, kyng of Lyndesay, 
He was of |?e Bretons kynde, he stode of him non eye, 
Uttred wratbed him J?crfore, & ran on him fuUc tite, 
^x*^ f uys }>orgh batalc in felde was Eadbald disconfite. 
jit wild be not be war J>er bi, so proude he was in horte, 
Trie 1 e was wonded |je )?rid tyme, & died also smerte. 

Billed 



Sibrihi. Kynem>lf. 

Biried he is at Rcpyndon, & in ^e kirke be lis. 
He {'at wille not bowe in skilie, I hold him vnwis. 
Many tymes on Uttred Bretons bataile soaht : 
Uttred was so valiant, he gaf of f^am right nouht. 
He rcgned fiftene jere, & died alle to rathe. 
He ligges biried ak a kyng in the tonn of Bathe. 

After uttred regned Sibriht, his kosyn, 

He lufTed wele )7e Bretons, ]7at com tille ille fyn. 

He bare him so tillc his barons, )7at noi^r ;ong ne olde 

Wald vnto him bowe, ne b1i)^li of him holde. 

What did \q barons alle with j^is fole Sibriht ? 

Chaced him fro his reame, & chese a noj^er knyght^ 

Kynewolf, of J^e kynred of Adelarde's blode, 

A while lufed ])e Inglis^ & wele with Jram stode. 

Sibriht ]7at schrew as a lordan gan lusk, 

A snynhird smote he to dede vnder a thorn busk. 



Sibriht 
rei^vit. 



Kynewolf 

coepit 

gnare. 



K:YN£ WOLF toke |)e kyngdom (for better mot not folle) Rex Kynt- 

& sij'en toke )>e fcaute of ])e kynges alle» 

As his ancestres had it befor hand, 

Bot of Kent & Lyndesay & Northumberland. 

))ise \>xe kynges geynsaid it hym, 

& Kynwolf to )h) ))re bare him so bryro. 

So wis he was in dedc, of body so valiant, 

With dynt of suerd & drede he mad |wun recreant. 

Kyng was Kynwolf sex & tuenty jere, 

He was neuer wedded, to woman's daungere. 



No 
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No childe had he neuer, hb heritage myght to ^wende, 
Bot welth inou to ivelde/ vntille his lyue's ende. 
At Wynchestre he lis^ ]7ider men him bare. 
FuUe frely he lyued here, his soule with God it fare. 

Rex Brit- W HAN \>e kyng Kynwolf had don his endyng, 
' Brittrk his kosyn ]>ei lift him to kyng. 
Ofib, kyng of Lyndsay, a faire douhter had, 
Brittrik hir >¥edded, & qiiene home hir lad. 
Whan he had regned foure jere, one ryued ypon his right, 
A duke of Danmark, Kebriht he hight; 
Biitrik had a stiward, his name was Herman : 
Kebriht he kept at Hnmber, & on him he ran. 
Hard was ])e bataile, als ])ei togider stynt 
Herman was ]>er slayn, ])e duke gaf ^e dynt. 
Ageyn to Danmark Kebriht gan schake, 
jmt ]>e kyng ^ Kebriht ne myght him ouertake. 
He mot not venge Herman of Kebriht J^at him slouh. 
He did his ost turne agayn, & had sorow inouh. 
In his elleuent ^ere com folk, ]>at misleued, 
Aryued on Brittrik, & sore jfei him grcued. 
^ore Brittrik bare him so in ))at ilk bataile, 
}>e dede ^cde Danes to, ^e Noreis gan him Taile. 
Edburgh hight ]>e queue, ]^t I ore of ment, 
Scho purueied a poyson to \>e kyng sonne of Kent. 
Hatred before was, S. Bede herd I say, 
Biten \>e kyng of Kent, & ]>e kyng of Lyndsay. 

' L. Brittrik. > F. Brittrik. 
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1 * Eilred of Lyodesay alle Kent he wasted. 
|>c kyng after, I say, to hate often he tasted 
J?e was of Ljndcsay, als 1 ore told. 
Scbo * purueid ]?at poyson \oxg\\ hatcred of old. 



Malim, Eilred (vel^ at alii 
CatUii regem vacant, Alric) of 
Kent alle Lyndesay he wast, 
ed. * The Author hath here 
an eye upon the History qf Ead- 
burg, [or, as he just above writes 
her, Edburgh) King Brictrick*s 
Slueen, who was Daughtej' of 
Offa, K. qf Mercia ; but, as he 
hath represented it, it is very 
obscure and imperfect; and 
whereas he tells us, that J5r/- 
ctrick was buried at Tewksbury, 
others assure us, that it was at 
Warhame, Whence the Saxon 
Annals, An, dcclxxxiv. 
Ileji Cyneheajib op-jloh Cy- 
nepul}: cyninj. "j he ^xji pe- 
aji^ of-plejen. *j lxxxiv. 
monna mib him. Anb J?a on. 
pen J Byjihtjiic pejft-Seaxna 
jiicejf. *j he jiicjfobe xyi. jeaji. 
anb hi J- fiebejien-cyn ^e'S to 
Cejibice. The story of Eudburg 
is given at large by several 
Writers, She was a most beaU" 
tifull Lady, and had gained the 
Affections of the King her Hus* 
band {a good natured mild 
Prince) so much, that he was 
governed and directed more by 
her, than was consistent with 
his Royal Dignity, She was qf 



a very haughty, proud temper, 
and could not brook, that the 
King should have any favourites, 
but such as she approved qf. So 
that if she saw, or knew of, any, 
that, without her special con* 
sent and approbation, were 
countenanced, and particularly 
respected by him, site contrived 
methods to make such away, 
Tliere happened to be a very 
delicate, fine young Gentleman 
[Son, it seems, as Langtqfi in" 
forms us, to the King of Kent) 
that the King shew'd a more 
than ordinary kindness to, both 
upon account of his exfuisite 
beauty, and the excellency qf his 
understanding. The youth was 
perfectly innocent, and the King 
[notjuiihstanding an Usurper, as 
being not of the right line [See Dr. 
Brady's History of the Succes^ 
sion, p, 359.1) of too virtuous a 
nature to cause any just grounds 
of suspicion, that there was 
any immorality in the case. 
The Queen, however, thought 
otherwise. She looked upon' the 
youth as the King's minion, and 
her jealousy wrought her to such 
a pitch of madness, tJuit she pre- 
pared a potion for him (an or* 

dinary 
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dinary practise with her, when 
she had a mind to vent her 
spleenj that proved fatal not 
only to tfte [lovely youth, hut 
even to the King himself, who 
had the misfortune (tho' quite 
contrary to her design) to tost 
first qfthe cup. This raised the 
indignation of the King's Suh- 
jecis to such a degree, that she 
teas forced, for security, to fly 
beyond Sea, and the West-Sax^ 
ons thereupon resolv'd, that, for 
the future, no Queen should sit 
on the throne with the King, 
nor he stil'd his Queen, but only 
the King's wife. But this custom 
being looked upon as barbarous 
and very dishonourable, it was 
soon after broke by King Ethels- 
wolf {father to Mlfrcd the 
Great) notwithstanding in the 
ttmes of some of his successors 
there was often a respect had 
unto it, as I have shewed in my 
Notes upon Sir John Spelman*s 
Life of K. JElfred, p, 24., to 
which place I shall refer the 
Reader, and, upon this occa^ 
sion, will mily beg leave to in^ 
sert, what is said about King 
Brictrick in the prose additions 
to the MS. of Robert qf Glou- 
eester, that belongs to the He* 
raids Office, After him [Kyne- 
wulfe'] Brightrik regned. xvi. 
yere, more studious a boute 
pecs tbanne , bataille. ITiis 
toke to wyfe Edburg?, kyng 



Offes dough ter of Merchene- 
riche. Whiche Edburge stu. 
ried her lorde a yenst gilt* 
lese men, notwithstandyng 
that him self was meoke and 
benynge. And yf she ne myght 
nat come to here purpose by 
counseille to ouercome thoo 
that here liked by werre, sheo 
dude hem be slayne by poy- 
son. This was preued in a 
yonglyng of the kynges 
whiche he muche loued, 
which heo with her poysen 
sloughe. And after that the 
kyng deyde J'orgh a drenche, 
whiche vnwytyng the queue 
he dranke, of hure makyng. 
and whenne the tythinge 
here of was sprong oute, 
thuike wikkcd qucne by the 
comminalte was driuc oute 
of the countre, and a statute 
i made a mong the West- 
Saxones^ that no queue af- 
terwarde shulde sitte by the 
kynge atte mete^ ne be clepud 
queue, for the malice of Ed- 
burge forsaideu. And sheo }en 
wendyng to kyng 
Charles the grct Charles 
of Fraunce, bi thcgrete. 
happe on a tyme, 
as she was essheked of him, 
whether sheo hadde lyuer 
haue him, than his sone that 
stode ther by, into hoosbond, 
sheo chees his sone* Thenne 
Charles, of he answere a- 

meved. 



Brittrik Rex. 



13 



Brittrik hir lord, J^at scho nouht iviste, 
Unwarned drank J'erof a drauht als bim liste. 
He lyued bot a moneth, \tr of gan he die. 
At Teukesbiri in toumbe his body did lie. 



meyed, saide thofl. Yf thow 
haddest chose me, thow shold- 
est haae hadde my sone ; but 
for thow castest me s way, 
and chese my sone, nother 
him ne me shalt )^ow haue. 
And then he putte her in a 
abbey, where she was wor- 
shipful liche I founde. but af. 
ter sheo was founde gyity in 
lechcrie, wherefore she was 
putte oute ther of. Kyng 
Bryghtryc had take these to 
wyue as for the mightyest 
kynge's doughter of En- 
glisshemen, that thourgh the 
affinite of hure he myghte 
haue his regne attc his wiile, 
and putte of his Enmys the 
lighlloker, and a gaste the 
rcbelle to him. By the helpe 
of this kyng Offe he droff in 
to Fraunce Egbright, of the 
kynge's kynrede alone a lyf, 
and whiche he most dradde to 
be a yenst hym and contrarie 
to his profytes. For this 
Brightric, and other kynges 



fram Ine to him, were out* 
of the right lyne of kynges, 
as of Certikes kyn. Whanne 
Egbright thus was exiled, 
to Brightric a newe gre. 
uance yut sprong. For a 
folke of hethen Danes, y ysed 
to lyue by see robbery, pryuy* 
lich in iii. shippes shende the 
pes of Westsez. Whiche ship, 
pes aspied the plenteuous- 
nesse of the londe and the ver. 
tues of the men ther inne 
dwellyng, and they thenne 
wendyng home a ye, brought 
more peple, and assaide to 
stroye the contre, so that they 
toke the kyngus toune that 
was neighe and robbed hit. 
but anon, for drede of the 
peple rennyng therto, they 
flow to her shippus, lesyng 
her praye. And whenne 
Brigheiie {sic\ was dede, as 
aboue it saide, by poyson 
happeliche I dronke, stte 
Warham his body was take 
to buricls. 
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f^rbriht SiBRIHT, |)at I of told, j^at |w lond had lorn, 
)>at a suynhird slouh vndcr a busk of thorn, 
Had a kosyn, hight Egbriht, whilom exiled was 
]7orh )7e kyng Brihtrik, I no wote for what trispas. 
}p\& ilk Egbriht was norised at Paris 
In Charlemayn courle, sire of Saynt Dinys. 
' Ailrik was his fader, a duke of faire fame, 
Lord of Wicombe, of Redyngcs, & of Tame. 
His moder was Sibrihl sister, )>at was a fole kyng. 
}7at Brittrik was dede him com tif'ing. 
He toke Icue at Charles, & com tillc \v& lond, 
Among his richc kyndc gode frendcs he fond. 
What I'orgh lowe of lond, & olde auncestrie^ 
Wan he Jhj regne of Wcslsex alle pleyncrlic. 
Whan he pleynere seysyn in {'at his earn had lorn, 
)>at his fine ancestres had holdcn beforn, 
]x)rghout \e South to )>e North he had for grele nytli, 
If any Breton were fonden holdand lond or lytli, 

l> iiprnr- hat he suld voide be lond, if he his life wild saue. 
Many fled to Lynday, socour forto haue, 
To ])e kyng Berne wolf, ]nit was Breton, 
& he withsaid his feaute, ]7at he suld haf don. 
Bituex Yise tuo kynges a werre bigan, 
Slayn was Bernewolf, & with him many man. 
Under Elendoune )>e bataile was smyten. 
Men syng in Jjat cuntre (fele jit it witen) 

' Male. Nam pater Egbert! fuit Alcmundus sive Ealmundus. 
Vide>Saz. Chron. p. 76* 

<< Elen- 
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^^ Elendoune^ Elendoune^ \i lond is fiille rede 

^^ Of )>e blode of Bemewolf, \ex he toke his dcde. 

After l^at bataile Egbriht, ^^us herd I say. 

Seised Kent & Estsex, Southsex & Sunay, 

& alle ])e grete lond, fro Doner to Grymsby. 

Wilaf, Bemewolf sonne, )7erwith had envy. 

He wild haf yenged his fadere, if he had haued myght. 

Bot he fond no force agayn {'c kyng Egbriht, 

If he wild ouht haue, after ' after'' his fader deoesse, 

Nedly him bihoued com tille Egbriht pes. 

At ])e last he com, & mad ]7e kyng homage, 

Egbriht for his curteisie gaf him his heritage. 

f Egbriht of alle ])e lond had ])e r^ante, 
Fro Douere vnto Tuede^ alle was his fee. 
Wilaf with him he led, Wales forto se. 
Bangore with force, ))ei toke )^t cite. 
The Walscli men it sauh, it mot no better be, 
)>ei com befor Egbriht, & mad him feaute, 

f Sonc after |)e wyntere, whan |?e somer bigan, 
)>e kyng & his meyne went to burgh Konan. 
It was on Witsonday, in tyme of slepyng, 
Kom messengers of ])e North, & tcld Egbriht )>e kyng, 
Jjorgh Frithbald a lord of \e Northende, 
& said, << Sir Egbriht, our chefe kyng to tille lende, 
'^ Suffrc not Sir Frethebald long to Icde |>is pyne. 
*' His folk beside Tuede es slayn & kast }?er ine, 
'* lie is now in poynt his regne forto tyne. 
<* J^orgh J?am of Danmark |?is lond wille |?ci wync, 



fio Wallie. 



Konynges- 
burghe. 



DeFrethe- 
baldo. 



'Dele. 
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^^ & if J^ei Sir Frethebald haf noiv ouer comen, 
^^ )7e to f^ere remenant of )>c North son salle J^ei nomen. 
Beiium »> << Sir, for \>h hie fesle, & for )>e Trinite, 

pod Kar- 

bam, &rez <^ Suffre vs nouht (o lese, for defeaute of \t. 

fugam 
cfpU. 

VVlIAT did kyiig Egbriht? Withouten any somons, 
& withouten askyng of Eries or barons, 
He hied him ))ider 8uyth| &, whan he com to Tuede, 
He sauh snylk oste of paiens, J'at alle he was in drede. 
Neuerjieles at Karham was the bataile gyueii, 
\e kyng was narow holden, his folk alle to dryiien. 
Tno dukes & tuo bisshopes for euer toke )>cr leue, 
)^ kyng was alle affraied, ]>er dede gan him grcue. 
)>e kyngc's folk was litelle, it had no dure. 
On the nyght he fled away, J^at non suld him se. 
Myght he neuer noure fynd a restyng place. 
Right ynto Donkastre ]?e Danes gan him chace. 
Whan he wend haf passed \o )7at gan him dryue, 
)^n were aryued in Humber )>ritty schippes & fyue. 
Ilkone with folk inouh, redy to batailc. 
*^ Grod wate,*' said )>e kyng^ " now comes mc trauaile. 
De Dar. 1 Dardan hight \g cheftayn of ))at company, 

dano filio 

regis Da- Sadok Sonne of Danmark kyng Danesry. 

l^er pauillons had J'ei sette beside ])e water of Done, 
Egbriht gadred partie, & ^ared him fulle sone. 
Listen now, how Jhesu Criste, for his mykelie mercy, 
Agayn ]>e fals paiens \t Cristen stode he by. 
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oIBRIHT duke of Brailes, Egbriht sister sonne, 
He com his earn to socour fro fer j^er he gan wounc. 
Syward }?e gode westrcis, Edald }?e vavasoure, 
Wilaf kyrig of M crce, he com to ]?at stoure. 
Ilarald of Donsmore his lord }7ider led 
Berald of )>c Marche, of strength non he drcd. 
Haldayn of Donkastre was chosen J^at ilk day, 
To here ])e kynge's banerc ageyn )^ paien lay* 
Bot Hakon, Hernebald sonne, of best he bare \e voice^ 
In stede of kynge's banere he did him berc ]^ croice, 
In wirschip of Jhesu, & of his passion, 
}pe paiens were so ferd, ])ei myght haf no foyson. 
f J?e fer]7 day of Septembre, in ]?e " heuest tide, 
At Donkastre mot men se manyon to batale ride. 
]7at to )^ kyng Egbriht alle were )>ei gyuen. 
For JTer heritage JTer to die or lyuen. 
)7ei hewe on j^e paiens, as men of wille gode* 
]>e paiens ageyn )7am fuUe stifely ])ei stode. 
)7ei fanht alle {'at day, ne left )>ei not ^e nyght, 
Wilaf }pe kyng of ' Merte was slayn in that fight, 
& Berald of }7e Marche, & ])e duke Uttre 
l^rd of Cirencestre, )7at nyght slayn was he* 
Alle }7at nyght \Kt kynge's folk fuUe ille were )>ei led, 
Many on was slayn, & wonded hard bistcd. 
Right in \q mornyng in aldcrmost nede 
Com }7e kynge's sonnes tuo, als Criste wild it rede. 
Out of Germinie with folk inouh of myght, 
Adelwolf & Ethclbert, knyghtes bo]7e fullc wyght. 
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De militia 
Aii|^Ionim, 
& uomini- 
bus eonim. 



IIII«. die 

Srptembris 
fuit helium 
apud Don- 
kastre inter 
r^em * Eg- 
briht A: 
Dano9. 



Vol. I. 



• Sic. » Sic. ' L. Merce. 
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Was ncucr in alle his lyue )>er fadere ore so glad, 
AIs whan he sauh his sons tuo, \e paiens force to sprad. 
Adelwolf his fader saued at ))at ilk iorne, 
& Eihelbert in the felde his feder kte he se. 
How Dardan for his lance doun to \e erth went, 
& smote his hede of, his fader to present. 
1 Harald of Donesmore yppon Done him mette 
Yibrand, Dardane^s bro]>er| with suerd so him grette, 
})at ]x)rghout his armes Wibrand alle to hewe. 
Sone with )>e Danes gamned J^am no glewe* 
)>at perceyued Haldayn, J^at bare ]ie croice on hie, 
Sex & {'ritty paiens enbussed priuelie. 
He tok his suerd in hand, J^e croyce lete he falle, 
* & medelcd him in ]?e pres, among \e barons alle. 
Scec de Before }7e kyng & his sons he rincthed J^am ^ way, 
Haidayn, Many wcr ^ paiens )>at Haldayn did slouh ))at day. 
▼Ucrucem Bituex vndcron & noen was )^ feld alle wonnen, 
proTexiUo. p^^^ ^jj^ j^^^ ^.jj abide were ouer riden & ronnen. 

)>e kyng with J^e roaislrie went in to J'e toun, 
\e pris he had wonnen, in vertew of Criste^s passienn. 
1 Whan he had done ))erc alle )>at he suld do, 
He went vnto Wynchestre, his conseile gaf him so. 
Unto )>e somerestide ]7cr gan he lende, 
Fyue & \x\iiy batailes had he brouht tille ende. 
He felt him heny & ferly seke, his body wex alle seere, 
His childre he wild auance, tille he o lyue were. 
Tillc Adelwolf gaf he Westsex, hede of alle }h; thede, 
Lordschip ouer alle ]^ londes bituex Douer & Tuede. 



£thel- 



Adelvcolf Rex^ 

Miielbert held fistsez, Southsex & Kent, 
t^or homage & feaute tille Adelwolf it went. 
Whan £gbriht had feffecl his sons in londes seere^ 
Now in his last ende of fyue & ))ritty ;ere^ 
At Wynchestre he died^ & }per his body is laid; 
Was netier \q lond so jeroed, ^ folk so )7an said. 
Fyue childir he had, kny^htes douhty of handes, 
& alle were }pe\ kynges in diners iandes. 

Adelwolf of Westsex, after hU fadeiB dede, 
At Chestre sette his parlenient, his tenantz }>erto bede. 
He sent for alle }pe kynges, fro Berwik vnto Kent, 
& ]^i with fulle gode wilie alle vnto him went, 
& mad tilie him feaute^ withouten any chest, 
& cleyroed him for ])er chefe of West & of Est, 
Of North & of South in length & in brede, 
Fro Kent vntille Berwik, als lastes alle {'at thede. 
1 He was first of Inglond, )7at gaf God his ti)>e'. 
Of Isshue of bestes, of londes or of li}^. 
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' He tsas also so great a 
Friend to the UniversUjf of 
Oxford^ that he had thoughts 
of rebuilding it^ after it had 
been destroyed bif barbarous 
Enemies. Whence Uis that 
tome Historians say, that he 
uas the Founder of that Uni~ 
versUy^whichyhowever^ is more 
truly asserted of his Son K.AL 
fred^ who certainly did raise it 
up again after the Destruction 
brought upon it by the Danes, 



Adflwolf 
rtju 



Primmrer^ 
oidedit 



3 



lecimai e^ 
rlesie in 
- AofUA. 



Among others that ascribe this 
Act to K. jEihelwolf is John 
Rasteli, orRastalljin hiiChro* 
nicle^a wonderfull scareeprini* 
ed Book, lent me by my very 
worthy Friend, the ingenious 
Mr, John Murray of London* 
f Ethelwolphus (says Ra» 
steli) son to Egbert be^an Ifis 
reyn ouer the westsaxoDs the 
yere of cryst. viii. c. xxxii. | 
some say that this Ethelwold 
[/. Ethelwolf] foundyd furst 
c3 the 



' 90 Eadbaldus Rex. Ethelbertus Rejf. 

SiJTen he went to Rome, as man of holy wille, 

His Sonne & he aUe J?at jere with J?e pape duelled stille. 

)?e tojjer jere next, after his duellyng, 

He went home bi France, & spak with J« kyng. 

J>c kyng him his douhter, hir name was Juwet, 

Fulle wele on Sir Adelwolf was \mi maiden sett. 

He broubt hir Inglond, & si}>en lyned tuo ^re. 

He lies at Wynchestre beside an auterc. 

))re |>ousand marke he gaf with testament fulle right 

To Pctir & Paule of Rome, to sustcyn \cx light. 

Edhaidm ilLFTER Adelwolf, his sonne hight Edbalde, 

rex fatuQS. ._, <, % tnt 1111 

To ^ere & a haRpe regne gan he halde. 
Of him in holy kirke men said euellc sawe. 
His stepmoder Juwet he weddid agayn \e lawe. 
Of his body was no force, ntm for him wild murnc. 
Bot )>us I fo in my boke, he lies at Schirburnc. 
Anno Do- J>e date of Criste to neuen |?us fele were gon, 

mini. ' d 

cccc.Lxi». Auht hundreth cuen, & sexti & on. 



tex. 



Ethelbertus AfTER Edbalde com Ethelbert his eam, 
Adel Wolfe's broJ?er, of Egbrihtc's team. 
He did him coroune kyng, he was a noble man, 
Sc in his first ^ere paiens on him ran 



the vnyuersyte of Oxonford. 
Where the word furst is to he 
understood of the first found- 
ing Uqfter it had been destroy* 
edy not that there had been 



no University here before. 
See my Preface to Thomas^ 
SproVs Chronicle J §. 15. 
* Reponej dccc.lzi^. 

Right 



Elfridus Rex. 

Right at Wynchestre, ageyn J^am gan he stand^ 
\q kyng )^m bataile^ & did )>am fle \q land. 
In werryng & in wo he regned fyue jerc. 
Men biried him at Schireburn, Edbald fuUe nere. 
\>e date of Jhesu Criste was written in J^is lyue, 
Auht hundreth wynter scxti & fyue. 



81 



Anno 
Domini. 

DCCCBO, 



After Ethelbert com Elfrith his bro)?er, 

\2X was Egbrihte's sonne, & jit ))er was a no}>er. 

Elfride t'orgb heritage toke him }>e coroune, 

& gaf Alfride his bro]>er Surray to warisoune. 

Tille Elfride oure kyng com tij^inges starke, 

}7at fyue kynges & fyue erles wer comen of Danmarke^ 

]7at wild on him renne, & reue him J'e coroune, 

With alle \et grete folk, )>ei lay in Aluertoune. 

I'e kyng & his bro])er| )>at hight Alfrede, 

Gad red folk togider, als men {'at had nede, 

& com to ^e bataile with fulle egre hcrte. 

|>e Danes stode )>am ageyn with bataile fulle smerte. 

In ])e passion tyme was }pe first bataile, 

Nene was )>at ilk jere, grete was )>er trauaile. 

]7e toj^er jere, \e }?rid day after Halwcthurs tide, 

)>e Danes, J'orgh Code's graoe> were on |)e wers side. 

For slayn were }pA alle, erie & baron. 

}>e kyng did mak at jork a faire procession, 

& ]7anked Jhesu Criste with herte fulle mylde, 

]mt ageyn \e paiens his lond myght schilde. 



Elfridus 
rex. 



cS 



ElMd* 



tS 5. Edmundus Rex^ 

De Sancto £iLFRIDE had a kosyn, )>at kyng was of schelde^ 

'EdmoiHlo 

martire, & Northfolk & Southfolk of Elfride he helde, 

de morte. i • i 

ejw per to- ]7at WBs Saynt Edmande, pe croune pat ifoit bare. 

A duke of D-mark, his name was Inguare, 

Ubbe aD erle of Huneis with {^ai loguar kam, 

Uppon Saynt Edmunde Northfolk he nam. 

Edmunde sent his messengers, of pes ])am bisouht. 

Ingaar sent bode ageyn, \^i pes wild he noufat, 

Bot if he ^Id him )>e lond, )^an he suld haf pes. 

\vX wild not Saynt Edmunde, )>e bataile he ches. 

He atired him to bataile with folk )>at he had. 

Bot })is cursed Danes so grcte oste ay lad, 

)»tt Edmunde was taken, and slayn at |^ last. 

FuUe fer fro ])e body lay was )« hede kast. 

\t body son j^ei fonde, }pt hade was in douie. 

Up & donne in |^ felde })ei souht it aboute, 
Ef«e minir To haf knowyng )>erof, alio J>ei were in were, 

colam de 

capite San- Tille pe hede him self said, Aere, hcre^ here* 

ctl Edmiiii- 

di. per pei fond }pe hede is now a faire chapelle, 

Oxen hate \t toun, JTer })e body felle. 
\et where he was schotte a no}>er chapelle slandes, 
& somwhat of ]mt tre, }pt\ bond vntUle his handes. 
\e tone is fro }pe to))er moten a grete myle. 
So fer bare a woulfe )>e hede, & kept it a grete while, 
Unto ]7e hede said, here^ als I bcfor said. 
Fro )7e woulf )>ei it toke, ynto }>e body it laid. 
Men sais, J'er he ligges ))e flesch samen ;ede, 
Bot }>e token of ^ wonde als a rede threde. 



Now 



Elfridus Bex. 

Now lies he in schryne in golde \dA. is rede, 
Seuen ^ere was be kyng Jmt tyme ])at he was dccie. 

An \e jere aRer, right in Jje tyrae of May, 
Oseth, ])e Danes kyng, com Inglond to afiiay. 
He aryued at Berwik, in }>e water of Tuede. 
Priue help of \t Scottes he had at his nede, 
& com fast toward \e South, grete powere he led. 
Elfride & his broj^ere out of ;ork fled, 
frei praied God specially, ]7at he wild ]7am saue^ 
& ageyn \e Danes help inouh to haue. 
At }>e poynt of j^e bataile^ displayed his banere^ 
\q kyng j^ede to \e kirke, his messe forto here* 
Bot Alfride his bro]>er j^ede to \t bataile. 
He was ouer hardy, )« Danes he gan assaile. 
Discomfite was Alfride within a litelle throwe* 
])e kyng herd ])at telle, J^at his side ^ede lowe. 
He dight him to ]7c bataile, his folk to socoure. 
God did faire miracle for £Ifride ])at houre. 
For non of j^e Danes askaped with ]>e life. 
Bot \t Scottes kyng, ]7at mayntend })at strife, 
Opon Elfride ran, ab traytoure inferd. 
Elfride he wonded with dynt of a suerd. 
Sex jere was he kyng, with werre weldid \t scheld. 
Fulle gode was his endyng, he ligges at Driffcld. 
f \o( alle ])at he werred in wo & in strife, 
|>e foure & tuenty houres he spended in holj life. 
]7e ferst. viii. houres in praier alderbest, 
\q to)7er, viii. houres in slepe & in rest. 

c 4 
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Oseth, rex 
Dacici ar- 
ripuit por- 
torn in Ber- 
wik super 
rei^ni £!• 
frkLiim. 



3* Aljridus Rex. 

}^ ))rid. yiii. hourcs he studied, how he myght 
Mayntene }pt lond with lawe, his folk hald to right. 
Haluendele his godes he gaf to Code's werkes, 
Sustened abbeis, norised pouer clerkes, 
Did reise vp kirkes, ]7at were fallen doun, 
& alle ]7at him senied he brouht to warisoiiii. 

Anno. D« J-e jere of Criste's birth was auht hundreth eiien, 

°aio. & J^iis many mo, sexty & elleucn. 

JrlLLFRIDE his bro)«r, a gode clerk was he one, 
Of body so douhly in Inglond was none. 
lie resceyued \e coroune, afler his brojjer dede, 
Strong were ]>e batailes \e Danes on him bede. 
Tuo & tuenty batailes he wanne \e first ^ere, 
\fQ Danes so many tymes aryued on him here. 
De Roiio {'at be so many slouh a duke had envie, 
ptizato,cui & cfl aryued on ]>{% lond with fulle grete nauic. 
KohertiLs RoUo was his name, a knyght fulle douh(y, 
quisWit to- {'at Alfridc wend wele, haf lorn ]?e scignory. 
monniam. Whan ]>ei com to bataile, ilk 6jpex gan askic, 
Alfride vnto Rollo sone gan him alic. 
So many douhty dyntes was bituex )nim tueye, 
Wele \c\ did togidere, better may no man seye. 
God, I'orgh his grace, ]7at day so wele sped, 
\dX Rollo asked Cristendom at ]>c kyng Alfred. 
Jjorgh J'at Cristendom, Jjo, Jmt were so wro]?e. 
At haly kirke's fayth alle on were bo}>e. 
Rollo was kald Roberd, whan he was baptized, 
}^o gl: ]7c kyng Alfride, als be had deuised* 



Now 
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Now is Roberd Cristen, he dightes his nauie, 
& ferde ouer Jtc see, & conquerd Normundie. 
Duke ]7aii was he cald, }'orgh conquest of hond, 
Alfrid he left stille here in Inglond. 
1 jit a nober Danes kyng in be Norb gan aryue. !>« Gun- 

teropatre 

Alfrid it herd, bidere gan he dryue. H««iok, 

licat dicit 

Hanelok fader he was, Gunter was his name. P«tnit. 

He brent citees & tonnes, ouer alle did he schame. 

Saynt Cutberte's clerkes }po Danes J^ei dred. 

Ipe toke ])e holy bones, about )>ei f^am led. 

Seuen jere ]7orgh \e land wer ]>ei born aboute. 

It comforted \e kyng mykelle, whan he was in doute. 
f Whan Alfrid & Gunter had wcrred long in ille, 

)H)rgh )7e grace of God, Gunter turned his wille. 

Cristend wild he be, \e kyng of fonte him lift, 

& J'ritty of his knyghtes turnes, ]7orgh Gode's gift. 

)h> \nX first were foos, & com of paien lay, 

Of Cristen men haf los, & so J^ei wend away. 
f Bot I haf grete ferly, ]7at I fynd no man, De hum^ 

})at has writen in story, how Hanelok \\& lond wan. 

Noi})er Gildas, no Bede, no Henry of Huntynton, 

No William of Malmesbiri, ne Pers of Bridlynton^ 

Writes not in \e:x bokes of no kyng Athelwold, 

Ne Goldeburgh his douhtere, ne Hanelok not of told, 

Whilk tyme J)e were kynges, long or now late 

\A mak no menyng whan, no in what date. 

Bot ]7at ]7ise lowed men ypon Inglish tellis, 

Right story can me not ken, ))e certeynte what spellis. 



lf€0 



lok. 



96 Edwardtis primus Rex. 

Men sais in Lyacoln casielk ligges ^it a stone^ 
fmi Hanelok kast wele forbi euer ilkonc. 
& jit j>e chapelle standesi ]fex he weddid his wife, 
Goldeburgh ]>e kyngc's douhter, 'pat saw is ;it rife. 
& of Gryme a fisshere, men redes jit in rynie, 
)mt he bigged Grymesby Gryme \>ai ilk tyme. 
Of alle stories of honoure, J'at I haf ]H)rgh souhti 
I fynd, ]mi no compiloure of him tellis oaht. 
Sen I fynd non redy, \fai tellis of Hanelok kynde^ 
Turne we to }?at story, )>at we writen fynde. 



^^**^ OON after com an erle, Alfden hight JTat bundc, 
Aryued vp with Inguar, ]>at slouh S. £dmunde. 
Upon J^e kyng Alfrid werre son begao, 
Bot ^rjh ]fe gode Northeren slayn wcr ilkaman. 
Sex & fifty batailes Alfrid ouercam, 
After nyen & tuenty jere ]>e dede him hipeti nam, 
& sex monetbes mO| ]7us ]>e story said. 
At Wynchestre in toumbe in }>e abbay is he laid. 
]>e date ]?at ccrteyn es in boke writen here, 
Nou}7er more no lesse, j'an nieii hundrcth jcre. 

Kawanlus AfTER bis Alfride kom Edward be olde, 
Faire man he was & iiis, staUvorth & bolde. 
At Loudon, at Saynt Poule's, toke he ]?e croiine, 
& purueied his parlement of erle & baroune. 
He seid vnto )>am alle, ))at purueied suld it be, 
Yai in alle ]>e lond suld be no kyng bot he. 



fc 
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\>e smale kynges of \>e loud all were ]>ei comen, 

Of Scotland, of Wales, of Kombirlond, ]>ei nomea 

Inglis & Danes, & ]fe gode Norreis, 

Duke, erie & baron, & o]?er knyghles curteis, 

pel said in ]>ai parlement, Jnirgh conseile of alle, 

]mi Edward felle best be chefe, oj^er suld noa &Ue« 

■ 

JN OW is Edward chosen kyng at )>er parlement, 
!& \>e lordschip of ]>e lond alle tille him went. 
Fourtene childre he gate opon tuo wifes, 
Sex sonnes & auht douhtres, ]>o were faire Ijues. 
Athelst^n, Edwyn, Edgar, Edmond, Edred, Edwys 
flilde was his doubter, was kald Hilden lady, 
Elfled Sc saynt Eadburgh jnd Ijued holy life, 
l>e ferth Octouian Mary ]7at Emperoure's wife. 
)>ei passed of y\B world, whan ])ei were right J^nge, 
What )>er names were I kan telle no tonge. 
8 In Ed wardens tend ^ere aryued vp in Kent 
]>xe kynges & sex dukes, \fai out of Danmark went. 
j[n to Lyndsay broubt )^i him tiyng, 
& purueied oste & dight him als a douhty kyng. 
At Teteford in Northfolk his baner was displaied, 
l>e ]>re kynges were slayn, \>e iopet were affiraied, 
]7at }^i went to ]>er schippes, so hard he sette his chace, 
Edward had \>e maistri, & JTanked God his grace. 
He com neuer to bataile, ])at he ne had \fe maistrie. 
Foure & tuenty jere was he kyng, & }>orgh no folio 
Neuer in his Ijue a fote of lond he les. 
Scotland & Cumberland & Wales he had in pesj 

Com* 
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Athelstemm Rex. 



I 

V 



Adebto- 
IMV rez. 



De Trlbato 
WalUe. 



Isti sunt qui 

moverunt 

f^ueiram 



Cornwalle, Lyndsay & Kent, Dorsette & Surreie. 
He ligges at Wynchestre, \e soth it is to seie. 
]7e date of Grod nien hundreth, & four & tuenti mo, 
Whan dede his lyfe sundrcd, \q folk for him was wo. 

After Edward }?e olde regncd Atheist an, 
J'at was his eldest sonne, & a noble man. 
)7e baronage & }pe cler^ie were somond to Kyngeston, 
Jx;r wes his fest holden, & gyuen him \e croune. 
\e next ;ere )>ere after his coronment, 
}>e Walsh men, \nX luf no pes, on him ran & brent, 
Bot Athelstan ])e maistrie wan, & did }>am mercie crie, 
& alle Northwales he set to treuage hie. 
Tuenti pounde of gold be jere, \xe hundreth of siluer clere, 
& })cr to fyue hundreth kic ilk jcre to his lardere. 
Siluer for South wales not a fer]7ing nokc 
OJjer treuage be sette, a |>ousand kie he toke. 
1 \q fcrth jere of jn; regne Owald a werreoure, 



fiiper A- _, 

theistanmn Constantyn of Scotland kyng was & traitoure. 



regem. 



Ouwer kyng of Wcntland, }>e8e }?re with )?er powere 

Wcrredon Athelstan with oste fuUe austere. 

Bot Athelstan, Jjorgh Code's graee, so with )?am fore, 

)?ei were fayn to ask pes, & Jcautc \v\ him suore. 

}pt tend jere of his regne sen he was crouned kyng, 

Of Edwyn his bro^r bifcUe suilk a J^yng. 

At London in his courte with wiknes men him fond, 

Athelstan did him bynd both fote & hond, 

& kast him in tille Temse, whan it was most bryro, 

To chastise alle o\eT he tok vengeance on him. 



At 



Alhelslanus Rex. 
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At myn vnderstandyng he wild tak no raede 
jTat was ateynt of wikkednes, his broJ?er to dede jede. 
t Constantyn of Scotlond, }?at I are of spak, 
Brak his feaute sone^ of treson it is lak, 
& alle folk of Danmark with Constantyn held, 
& slouh our Inglish men, wasted toun & feld. 
Athelstan herd say, he went to B^uerlay, 
& praied to ]>e bisshop Jon in fertre )>er he lay, 
{Kit he wild bede his bone, yntille \t Trinite, 

& he suld gyue his kiike franchise & fe, 

To haf & to holde als he was kyng leale. 

Of him haf }^i chartre seled with his seale. 

Si}7en he went to Durham, & gaf Saynt Cutbert 

Londes & li}>es, with chartir aperte. 

\e bisshop of his gift holdes his fe, 

Si)>en he went to bataile, Constantyn to fle. 

Constantyn he reyraod, & did ynto stresse, 

& wan )>e lond ilk dele, & wasted alle Cathenesse, 

& his son golden ynto his ostagc. 

Si}^n he turned to London, & his baronage. 

Alhelstan in Scotland a selcouth ded he one, 

He smote depe at Donbarrc, an elne in ])e stone. 

xxT. )>e feste of our lady }pe Assumpcion, 
Went \e kyng fro London toward Abindon. 
}>idcr out of France fro Charles kyng of fame 
' Com |>e of Boloyn, Adulphus was his name. 



Defalsitote 
regis Sco- 
tonmi* 



Mniorex 
Karolus re- 
gi Athel- 
tCano pro 
sorore sua 
Hilda, lege 
per totum. 



' Princeps kt{fu8 legationis 
fuit Adulphus^ Jilius Balde^ 
wini Comiiis Flandritc^ ex 



Jilia regis Edtcardi EtheL 
smtha Guil. Malmsb. de gestis 
regum AngloruiD^ p. 2S. 
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Athetstams Reifi 



IlMtmide 
pcgma- 
tione rrfis 
Scottomm, 
& de l»ello 
Dacomni. 



&))e dake of Bargoyn^ Edmunde soone, Reynenfi 
)« bffottht kyng Atbelston prc^nt witbooten pere. 
Fro Charles kyng sanz faile tbei broaht a gonfajnomi 
)»t Saynt Morice in bataile befor j^e legioun^ 
8c scharp lance ]?at thrilled Ihesu side ; 
& a suerd of gold, in }pt hilte did men hvie 
Tuo of )>o nayles, )>at war ^h Ihesu fete 
Tacbed on ]>e croyce^ }pt blode \fi out letie^ 
& som of J7e thornes )mt don were on his heued^ 
& a fair pece {'at of }pt croyce leued, 
]7at Saynt Heleyn sonne at }pe bataile wan 
Of }pe Soudan of Askalone, bis name was Madan^ 
f )»n blewe )?e trumpes fulle loud & fuUe schille, 
\e kyng com in to \e balle, }feX hardy was of wille* 
|?an spak Reyner, Edmunde sonne, (for he was messengere) 
<^ Athelstan^ my lord \e gretes, Charles \dX has no pere. 
^* He sendes ]7e })is present^ & sais, he wille him bynde 
<^ To \e }>orh Ilde y\ sistere, & tille alle \i kynde. 
Befor \e messengers was )« maiden brouhty 
Of body so gentille was non in erth wronht. 
No non so faire of face, of spech so lufly^ 
Scho granted befor j^am alle to Charles hir bodyi 
& so did \q kyng, & alle ]^ baronage. 
Mykelle was \t richesse, ]?ei purueied hir passagfj 
ft led hir vnto France, spoused forto be^ 
Athelstan leues stille, & passed not \t se. 
In ]^ jere after ]7at Ilde wedded was, 
Constantyn of Scotlond did ^it more trispas« 



He 



Alhelstanw Rex. ** 

He brouht )?e kyng Anlaf aryued yp in Humbere, 
Seuen bundreth schippes & fiftene, so feleweie])ennmbeit« 
Atbelsian herd say of \et mykelle osle, 
He & Edmunde his bro))er digbt l^ani to )«t coste. 
At Briinesbargh on Homber \e\ gan )>am assaile. 
Fro morn vuto eiten lastell ]»t bataile. 
At }>e last to ]7er schippes \e kyng gan )«ni chace^ 
Alle away )>ei fled, J^at was of Grode's grace. 
Bot )>c most partie algate was slayn, 
J'at with life fled I trowe )>ei were fulle foyn. 
1 Whan }>e kyng Anlaf sauh his folk lorn, 
He fled vnto Danmark \et pere he was born. 
At ]7e Pask after he ryued in ])e South, 
At a hauen of Sandwich, in ]>e portis mouth. 
Whan he was aryued, ])e folk was afiray, 
& com unto Wynchestre {>er \c kyng lay. 
He brouht with him a deuelle, a hogge Geant^ 
AVele haf je herd telle, he hight Colibrant. 
Anlaf sent messengers vnto Athclstan, 
& bad him ^eld ]7e lond, or fynd a no)^r man 
To flght with Colibrant, }mt wa^s his champioi» r 
Who felle to haf ^ lond, on ]?am it suld be doQ» 
Athelstan (ok a day, a parlement did make. 
If any ageyn C4>Ubrant JTe bataile durst take. 
He fond no man )7at durst, for non had myght. 
With Colibrant alone in bataile to flght. 
]?an praied Athelstan to Criste & sore wepe, 
& God sent himtokenyng on nyght als he slepe^ 



38 Edmundus Rex. 

]?at he 8uld fynd a palmere orly at morn, 
At \t South 2;ate, alone as he was born, 
& if he wild praie him, for Jhesu Criste's loue, 

Ecc« de He wild do \e bataile, & )^i suld be aboue. 

Gu^oDem \?X was Guy of Werwik, as \e boke sais. 

& Coii^^'^ ]7er he slouh Colibrant with hache Daneb. 

braoL Anlaf turned agayn, I trowe him was wo, 
He & alle his to schippe gan }pei go. 
God delyuerde Athelstan of many hard afiaies, 
Sextene ;ere was he kyng & scuentene dales, 
Si]^n at Gloucestre dede eudle him toke. 
Bot quik he out went, so sais my boke. 
Pers can not say where he lies, 
Bot as I herd telle I say myn auys. 

De fine Men say he was fonden in ]>e North cunt re 

irgis. At Hexham now late, I wene soth it be. 

Anno J'e date whan he died of God men tellis by 

iK-cccmo* Nien hundreth wynter & fulle fourty. 
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Edmundus xxFTER Athelstan {)c kyng was Edmuude his bro})er, 

Rex 

]?e northren did him desceit, & ches ]7am a noj^er. 

One Anlaf ]>ei ches> & crouned him for kyng. 

Alle Ipe North ende was in his kepyng, 

& alle \c South endc tillc Edmunde \e;\ drouh. 

Upon )>c tals Norrcis Edmunde wan inouh. 

Fyue cites he wan, \vX \ei held for |>ers, 

\dX whilom was ancestres, fro heires vnto heires, 
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Lycoln & Derby, & ' Soothampton, 
Leycestre & Stamford, jfise fyue wan Edmon, 
& yit ]fe kyng Anlaf so hard gan he cbace, 
\>ai he asked Cristendom opon Code's grace. 
Bo)^ he & Reynald \fas Gutbefride's sonne, 
He exilde ]mm oat of \>e North, |7er jfei wild wonne. 
& gaf to Malcolme, kyng of Scotlandei 
Yai he 8uld be him leale, bi se & bi lande. 

X HE fifte ^ere of his regne he went to Canterbiri, 
l^e feste of S. Austine, to hold it fulle myri. 
A thefe of his courte was outlawed late, 
{>e kyng knew him fulle wele, he mette him in ^ gate • 
Whilom he serued in his panterie, 
& was outlawed for a felonie. 

jfe kyng tok \fk pantelere, & strangled him right )x)fe, 
& he wonded ]>e kyng dedely fulle sore. 
Seuen ^ere was he kyng, & seuen monethis mo. 
At Gloucestre is he laid, ]>e pantelere did him slo. 
]>e date was nien hundreth foxxrfiiy & seuen; 
pis was ]>e selcouthest cas, pat haf herd neuen. 

£iDR£D after Edmunde had ]>e coroune, 
7pon }7e Pask day, at London toune. 
SiJ'en of all his barons he tok feaute, 
Bot )^ Northeren men held him no l^aute. 
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Eylrike c^ Danmark for kyng )>ei him cheS| 

& forsoke Edrede, }?er were J?ei les. , 

Edrede with powere vntille )je North went, 

Alle \e toun of Ripon he wasted & brent. 

Northumberland was in affray for Edred coroyng^ 

^i did doun Eylrik )« Danes kyng, 

& went out of }>e lond with his rascaife. 

Was he not so hardy at stand' to bataili?. 

Alle \o Norreis, ]7at had bien so fikelle. 

Pes forto baue \ei globed him fuHe mykeUc. 

]7er londes & \tx rentes were at his wille, 

He gaf S. Cutbert^rof, pi )«i hold it stille. 

Alle ])e regne holy- was )?at tyme in his hand, 

& eries & barons )mt wer in ]>e land, 

So wele were ]7ei chastised, alle com tille his gritb, 

Jmt \t pes of |>e lond ]^ sikered him alle with. 

Auht ;ere was he kyng, his dales alle filled. 

At Wyncbestrt* he lies, so himself willed. 

J'e date nien hundreth fifty & fyue, 

Whan ]7at kyng Edred passed of ^is lyue;. 

After sir Edred was his brojwr Edwy^ 
He resceyucd ]>e croune of J'e seignpry. 
So foole a man of bis life non was seene, 
\t hie meu of )« lond conseild )>am bituene, 
To do doun Edwy at a parlement, 
& tille his brol^r Edgare gyf )>e tenement. 
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S. Donstan ]>c bissfaop was at bis ' coronmeiit^ 
&; of alle his ancestres was neuer better kyag. 
He was bo]7e gode & wys in alle his dedis, 
& right ynderstandyng, to help at alle nedis. 
Mikille he wirschiped God, & seraed our Ladyi 
\fe abbey of Rumeye he feffed richeljr, 
With rentes fulle gode & kirkes of pris, 
He did ]>er in of Nunnes a hundreth ladies. 
f Edgare forto flc lichery of Ijfe, 
His barons gaf him conseile for to take a wyfe 
Billed ]>e faire, ])e duke's doubter Ormere. 
He gate of hir S. Edward, ]mt is ^e martere. 
Dame Elfled died sone, ;it wild he luf mare. 
He tok bittere Estrild, duke's doubter Orgaie. 
Of hir lord Edgar had scho sonnes tueye, 
Edmunde, ]7at in bis tende ^ere at Peterburgh gan deie. 
Eyircd was the congest, & Estrild fuUe dere« 
Wo was in his tyrae, as 5c may after here. 
Edgar }>er fader had alle Ingland^ 
He went to Kerlion, ]>e Walsch men he band 

With homage & feaute, in right & in lawe. Omnfs hii 

Kymak kyng of Scotland, he com for fyne awe, bomfti^iiiain 

& Malcolme of Combirland was at his wille, garo. 

Maccum kyng of {to lies, Dufnald filz Omerej 

» 

Sifrcth & Huwalle, Jacob & Juthille, 
He did J^am mak feaute, als right was & skille* 
Si))en he went aboute, kirkes vp to raise, 
Abbaycs forto help, were fallen in miseyse. 
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He gaf to Crottland, in )« Abbot tyme Gouotere, 
]7Te myle of seignprie, about his aatere^ 
Aiihten ;ere Edgar regned Jkyng & sire. 
He lies in tombe in \t abbey of Glastenbirer 

Eccedemi- (^p Edgar be kyng bus fond I writen. 

cti EdgwL perg telles \e same ]>ing^ at his boke may jc wite»» 
Sen four & tucnti ;ere, ]7at he in erth was laid^ 
An abbot of Glastebiri, Edward his name is said. 
He did mak a toumbe, Edgar in to lay, 
*Bot it was ouer litelle, in alle maner way« 
)«i brak in tuo his schankes, to mak {>e toumbe mete, 
\e blode was bo)>e warme & fresh, ]>at of ))e schanhe» lete. 
\t abbot wex alle biynd, )«t did his bones breke. 
)>c bisshop Owald herd of )>at miracle speke, 
Renst at at }pt toumbe, he tok rp \e bones, 
In a.fertre )nim laid a riche for ]7e nones. 

Anno \t date was nien hundrelh sexti & J^rittene, 

Lxuii". He was a holy man )?orgh miracle was sene. 



De Sancta -TXFTER Edgare was Edward his sonne. 
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maitire. Regnand in alle ]>e lond, als his fader was wonne. 
S. Dunstan corouned him bifor |)e baronage 
& o]7er bisshopes inouh, fuUe ^^n^e he was of age* 
A gode man he was, & stalworth knyght als stele. 
In Ingland neuer before was kyng lufed so wele, 
Ne of )7e folk strange non honourd so mykelle; 
)>e right lawes did he loke for fals men & fikelle. 
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BoJ'e riche & pouere he ^emed ia euenhede, 

Non suld do o)>er wrong for couetise no drede. 

Estrild his stepmoder scho )H)uh( on felonie. 

Tille wikked men scho spak, Edward to aspic. 

]>ei did als scho \wai bad^ & wrouht })am seltien wouh, 

At Kornesgate )>orgh desceit Edward kyng \q\ slouh. 

jTre jere was he kyng, \t story Jjos me said, 

His body at Westmynstere in fertre is it laid. 

\e date waa nien hundreth sexti & sextene, 

]7at was alle forwondred, for his dede com tene. 
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XJnTO Kyngeston }« first wooke of May 

Com S. Dunstan, opon a Sonenday, 

& of alle \e lond erle & baroun. 

To Eilred, Edgar sonne, bitauht him ]>e coroon. 

S. Dunstane hette him wele, in sorow his life to lede. 

In alle his life ilk dele, of suerd he mot him drede. 

S. Djmstan tille him spak wrothfulle wordes of eye. 

How \e\ of his mouth brak, listen, I salle j;ow seye. 

^^ Eilred,'' said Dunstan, ^^ \i bro})er Edward was slayn 

'^ )H>rgh \l moder Estrid, )>er of scho was fulle fayn. 

^^ For slauhter of \i bro])er has )h)u ]>c coroane, 

^^ Wele weld it salle ]?ou neaer, )H>a has it ]>orh tresoune. 

^^ \o( alle Edgar )>e gate, Estrild \i moder ware, 

^^ To }« reame has }h)u no right, bot )H)rgh slauhter caie. 

" For J>e luf of }« J?i bro}7er did scho slo, 

<^ l^erfor )h)u & \me salle weld it with wo. 

^^ & sone after )>i dales J^e reame salle men se 

^^ Gouemed ]x>rgh aliens kynde, & euermore fro j^e. . 

D 3 I Whan 
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1 Whan Dunstan had thus said, bifor allc \dX were ^oxe^ 
& taken had his leue of barons lesse & more, 
Eilred \>e j^onge kyng toward London ;ede, 
A rede cloude in ]fe skie about Inglaud gan sprede, 
So mykene blode it rayned, ]>e erth wex alle rede, 
j>e folk was afiaied, & alle heuy als lede. 
Pcc5 pri- I be tober xere next of his coronment. 

Ilium tor- X ^ o 

meatinq. J^ Danes yp aryued, Souliamptonc )7ei brent, 
& robbed Cornwaile, )>e folk were alle anoyed, 
)>at with Norwais Kerlion was destroied. 
]%i com to Ijondon, & brent )7c cite. 
Eilred & ]>e barons, J^at were of his mcyne. 
With "pe erle of Herford held contek & fight, 
'pat ]>ex heritage defend }>ei ne myght. 
Als alle )>i8 sorow & wo was in jm gynnyng. 
Pied S. Dunstan, men herd pc angels syng, 

tJ USTYN & Godemunde, of Danmark dukes ricbe, 

4 

Aryucd in Southfolk &. brent Ipsewiche, 

Men & women slouh, & robbed J^orgli ]>c lond, 

Tille l^ei com (o Mideweie, cuntre non ]>ei fond. 

With J?e efle of Kent ]>ei countred at Medeweie, 

pe maistrie of him }>ei wan, )7ci did his folk alle deie. 

)« lerid ^ ]>q lewid, ]>sii wonned in \>e South, 

Sai^h werre on ilk a side, )>ei wer in )>e woulfe's mouth. 

Ten pounde of gold bi jere for J>e pes |>ei gaf 

To Justy & Gudmund, ]>ei tok alle riffe & raf. 

To schip ]>ei turned & went, & charged }nim fulle wele, 

Arped in Danmi^rk with robberie ilk a dele. 

la 
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In to Wales )nit coste went Eilred pitously, Tercinm 

For to gadre him ostc, if he root haf jnaistrie. 
In J'at ilk (yme, as he to Wales went^ 
Tuo outlandes kyngcs on ]>is lond hauens hent. 
Anlaf of Norway, of Daninark k.yug Suane^ 
Aryued in })is lond, io many wer ]7ci bane. 
]7er ostes bo]>e at ons vnto London nam, 
)«i toun was warned wele, & wist ]mt jfA cam. 
Folk inouh redy was gadri^d, to ]7c cite 
\>ei went egrcly, & did ]>o kynges fle. 
Fro London ]>ei were dryucn> & com io Southaivipton. 
Man ^ besle \>ei slouh, dcstroied l>e cMntr« doun. 
Eilred royght nouht to Mand pam ageyn. 
For pes he j^am bi^ouht, .to gyf ]mm a ccrteyn. 
gumma, f Fyue }>ousand pound of siluer \fe Danes kyng toke. Qwrtni 

tofineiitmii* 

)>e went io \>er schippes, &-to Danmark schoke. 
& many of \>o Danes priiiely were left, 
& busked Westward, forto robbe eft. 
WUton had ]>ei taken, Southampton also, 
Cornwaile & Wales bouwed b^m vnto. 
]>e cuntre of Dorscth, lond & tenement, 
Alle had ]>ei wasted, fro Seuerne vnto Kent. 
Eilred on a stound pe told pf \nd wp, 
(omma. Four & tucnti JTousaud ponde he gaf away to go, 
To haf pes in his lyue, ]>e lond no more schende. 
be Danes tok ]>e siluer, to Danmark gan wende* 
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J^ OUR & tuenti lYynter lasted yis sorow, 
If he had pes at eaen, he had non at morow. 
For so hette S. Dunstan, he suld alle his lyue 
With werre his lond welde, & \7ith his saerd strjfue. 
Now has Eilred nede of help & socoure, 
For boldenes he wild him bynd to som berde iD boure. 
FuUe so frendes he had, & fele foos inowe, 
Unto ]>e duke of Normundie he went for to wouwe. 
He wedded }>e duke's douhter, faire Emme ]^ blaunche, 
]>ie bouwes of })am spronge, ]>e ton es holy braunche. 
De fiiiis Edmunde Irenside was eldest of ho bre, 

EUedire- 

fif. •' J^e to high Edward, )>e )>rid Alfrid hight he. 

f ' )K>rgh of Sir Richard, duke of Normundie^ 
Eilred ^ede jfotgh his lond, priuely to spie 
Euerilkon )^ Danes, & smertly bounde 
Or smyte of J^er hedes, ay as men ]>hm ftOunde. 
})us had Eilred j>e lond at his wille, 
Bot ]>e duke died sone, & \>at felle him fnlle. 
JTan was Eilred socoure sone away went. 
TiJ^ing com to Danmark, })at he ]>e Danes schent. 
Suane ])e Danes kyng )>erwith had cnuy. 
To aryue on Hinglaod he dight his nauy. 
Whan he was aryued, he sent fulle baldely 
Messengers to Eilred, als tiile his enmy. 
]7ia was his messac^e, his Danes wild he venge 
Ageyn him in bataile, to rcnne & to renge. 
Eilred our kyng his help had he lorn 
Of ]>e duke of Normundie, \>a.t dede was beforn. 

■ ■ ■ J ' ■ — ^— — n^— ^1— ^^^^»^M^ 
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Suane, \e Danes kyng, was of so grete streogthy 
)7at he destroied ))is lond in brede & in length. 
Fyne wynter holy lasted )>at werre^ 
)7at neuer Eilred our kyng durst negh him nerre. 
Noi]>er bi Nor)) no bi South com him neuer help. 
Wo i¥a8 alle his oomforth, of sorow mot he jelp. 
\x\iij )H>usand pounde vnto Suane he sent. 
Pes to haf his lyue, & ])ei to Danmark went. 

JN OW is kyng Suane went tille his cuntre, 
Eilred sent for Edrik to be his owen priue. 
So fels a traytour in erth was non as he, 
Of Lincolne he gaf him ]mt cuutre schire. 
\e duke said vnto ))e kyng, ^^ Sir, I salle ^ow say, 
*^ For to saue ^our lond wele, a fuile siker way. 
^' Do mak )>re hundreth schippes opon )>e sees koste, 
'* To kepe })am of Norweie & ))e Danes oste, 
^^ & if ))e folk ])erin be trewe vnto J^, 
'^ Doute \e of non enmys, )>at conies yp on ]w« 
f ]>e sent to seke many a schip wright 
To )^ toun of Sandwiche, )^ nauie forto dight. 
Whan Edrik it wist, }«t )w schippes wer redy. 
He sent to Norweie his lettres priuely, 
Unto J'e kyng Anlaf, tille Inglond to com. 
Anlaf & Sir Tburkille aryued yp in ))ei nom. 
Anlaf & Tburkille ar/ued yp in Kent, 
AUe about ))ei robbed, & tok )>at \ei mot hent. 
))e folk of \q cuntre to \\s conseilc \ti ches. 
To gyf )?am four hundreth pounde, forto Ijrue in pes. 
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\e Danes iok {'at siluer, & kirned eft ageyiii 

& voided )>e cuntre, \e folk was fulle feyn. 
5 Bot in Jtc jere after, obowen Grimsby 

Eft l^ei gan aryue )H)rgfa sonde priucly, 

)>orgh fals Ed r ike, )>at ])am f'ider hasted. 

Lincolne & Lyndeseie ]>ei stroicd & wasted. 

Fals Edrike went, pes with )>ani to make. 

|**ourti J^ousand pounde he did )7am take, 

J'at non in alle \e cuntre more suld be piled, 

Bot euer was Eilred fbulj begiled. 
% Whan \e kyng wende, haf pes in his lyue, 

Snane of Danmark at Sandwyclie gan aryue, 

& brouht hider with him his sonne, |>at hight Knonte, 

\t folk yntille Humber io Suane gan f'ei loute. 

Alle was }>orgh Edrik, ))at roykelle was to blame. 

He was \e kynge's conseiloure, & did him mykelle schame. 

ANE erle in J?e North, Uctrcd men kalde. 

He com vnto Gaynesbnrgh, of Suane forto halde, 

Forto lyue in pes, & werre forto fle, 

He com vnto Suane, & mad him feaute. 

Of the North Suane bad a partic, }>e South he desired, 

Ostes tille him his sonne fast \A atired. 

Knoute went to \e North, Suane in io \t South, 

l^an was Eilred in \e woIfe's mouth. 

Suane toward Oxenford went fulle smertly, 

& in l^at ilk toun did he krie a krie, 

)7at alle J^at him serued, & of his meyne ware^ 

Man, woman & childe, suld \ti alle forfare. 

Ka6tc^ 
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Kastels suld ^ei bete doun, kirkes suld j^ei breDDe| 

Bojx; citez & tonnes, ]?at )>ei mot sc or ken. 

Of ]>c toun of Wynehestre feante had he at iville^ 

Si]>en he went to London, ))at hated he fulle ille. 

]7e bode com io )>e kyng, )7at soiorncd ]?er in^ 

})at \e kyng Suane }pe toun wild he wyn. 

A Danes erle, ' with |?e Kurkille he hight, 

He halp our kyng defend \t toifu at ))is royght« 

Kyng Suane gaf assaut, ]7e walles to assailei 

Mykelle folk he les, & tynt his trauaile. 

Four & tuenti J^ousand in Temse alle at ones 

Wer dronkled of Danes, )?e Deuelle haf ]>er bon^, 

S^UANE turned fro London, alle )H)rgh f(^lonie| 
9c went to Wallyngford, to mak his maistrie. 
Si)>en he jede to Bathe, & sette ]>e toun on fire. 
Achelmare title him felle, an Erie of Deuenschire. 
Achelmare with feaute to Siiane he him bonde. 
Fro Wellis vnto London alle felle io his honde. 
Suane toward Denmark sped him fulle fas^ 
& ostage of London he had at ]^ lasf , 
Ilk cried oiToJjer, now is Suane kyng 
Ouer alle Inglond* & Eilred has no J^ing. 
9 Eilred is so reymed of bis tresorie, 
His wife & his child re he sent to Normundie. 

I 

|>e bisshop of Londone he hight Sir Alphanie 
Led Edward & Alfride, & Emme ^ was ladie. 
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XN ^ wynter after Eilred went ouer \t so 
Unto ' Nomundie, with hb wife to be. 
Whan \e duke herd say, )7at Eilred \iAex cani| 
With mykelle nobley ageyn Eilred he nam. 
Resceyued him cnrtasly, & said, ^^ lefe & dere, 
*' My lond is at ]n wille, tille ]>e socoure is here.'' 
n^ni ^ ^^^^ * ]>ousand was, & mo hi fburty jere, 

u*- ))at Eilred & his childre soiorned with duke Richeie. 

f Now comes Suane eft ageyn with Ciiste's malison, 
\e lond leid to taliage so mykdle on ilk a toun, 
)»t noil^er erie no baron of alle \ti heritage 
Myght not lyoe \^x on, to gif ]>er taliage. 
Trenagc als he asked of S. Edmunde )>ing, 
\e corsaynt & ^ kirke he thrette for to brennyng, 
& bot he had his askyng, J^e lond he suld destroye. 
To Gaynesburgh he kald)?e barons forto noye. 
He said befor )>am alle, of S. Edmnnde*s lond 
He wild haf treuage, or brenne alle )>at he fond. 
f Alle was wele, tille euen after ]>e soupere 
He ^ede about, & plaied with \o )7at were him nere. 
He sauh out of |>e firmament an armed knyght com doun, 
I'at was S. Edmunde, cruelle als a leon, 
Suerd girded & lance in hand, )>an gan Suane to crie^ 
Non sauh bot he one, he said, '^ now salle I die, 
*' Help knyghtes, if je may, I may no ferrer go. 
^M se Edmunde with me wro]>e, I wote he wille me slo- 
pe morte With bat word he felle doun dedc as any stone. 
Life & saule to Helle, & flesh, blode & bone. 

^ Sic. 
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IN O W is Suane dede, & wonnes with Sathanas^ 
}fe Danes ches Knoute to kyng of Danmark J?at he waa^ 
& Inglond he seised for his fiuler conquest^ 
Crete taliage laid he )>eron hi Esten & bi West. 
|>e folk wild not sa£Ere to be treuwageres, 
Bot sent after Eilred bi oerteyn messengeres, 
& praied him to com home, )>e croune jeme Sl take^ 
\e lordschip of Knoute kyng wild )>ei aUe forsake, 
f Eilred sent title Inglond Sir Edward his sonoe 
With his letter sealed, & Jwrnke wild he \9axk comiey 
& blifiely tille Inglond wild he com agayn. 
If he myght on )»im troste, fiat \A weie certayn. 
AUe ])e comons of \t lond with letter )mm bond, 
& ilkon sette his scale \esio with his own bond, 
)7at if he wild com ageyn, \t lond forto were, 
Neuer more to Danes kyng fai|^ suld ]m here. 
Whan he wist \ti wille, he hied hider suythe, 
)>ei resceyued him fuUe faire, & were of him biythe. 
With him alle, ]^ said, \A wild lyue & deie 
Alle holy \t lond, bot \fti of Lyndseie 
Eilred )>er lege lord him )>ei alle forsoke, 
& Yei hede kyng Knout Jiei J?an toke. 

^ O W rises Eilred, & gadres oste stark, 

& chaces kyng Knoute in tille panmark. 

Whan )>e Danes were out, )iat timbred him his tene, 

Lyndeseie he destroied quite alle bidene. 

It was l^am self to wite, )^ lete of him so lite. 

e wrong was alle Jmirs, ]>e kyng did bot right. 

iWhan 
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f Wban \t kyog wende, ))at pes suld for]>e go^ 
|>e fals Erie Edrik bigaii eft a wo. 
Tuo old gentille men Edrik did forfare, 
)>e ton bight Sigiferd, \e io}pet Sir Morgaie, 
For couetise of }7er londes, & seignorie )>at \e\ helde^ 
& for )>ei were a partie smyten in to elde. 
)>e (als Edrik did lede Sigiferde's wife 
Unto Malmcestre, hir name waf Aldife. 
Edmunde Irenside, Eilrede's sonne, 
)>at euer in ))i8 lond stille wild he womie. 
Of Jhb ilk treson he herd oft spekei 
& of fals Edrik fayn wild he him wreke. 
He toke Sigiferde*s wife, withouten his fader lenev 
& wedded hir at })e kirke, Edrik forto greae. 
Whan he had hir wedded, he went also quik, 
& oute of alle ]?o londes he kast )>e erle Edrik, 
Of alle )7at tenement, ))at bo)>e )>e brethres ware, 
De Ednran. )7at longed to Sigiferd, & to Sir Morkare. 

4o Irenside. 

iN O W is Eilred our kyng fallen in sekenes^ 

He lies at Euesham, his abbay it es. 

His eldest sonne Edmimde knyghtes gode he sd^esy 

Fro Douere ynto Wales )>e folk tille him mekes* 

& }pe erle Edrik he gadred mykelle pride, 

Knyghtes & serganz oiTLyndesay side. 

Forto slo Edmunde J^orgh tricherie, 

Bot Edmunde es wele warned of his felonie* 

Edmunde bi messengers }pe erle he difBes^ 

Edrik in tille Danmark to Knoute sent spies^ 



Forto 
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For io com tille Inglond sone said he assa j, 
Aryaed J?at he ware of jole j^e tuelft day, 
Knoute bi his sonde Edrik ageyn grette, 
To aryue he suld fonde }pe day ]7at he him wi\C0 

CyOMEN is Knoute to cantre, \o ride he him hastts^ 
Man & woman to slo, he robbes & wastis. 
A gode erle of Warwik was don to )>e suerdp 
\oTg\x ))at fals Edrik, als he did Sigiferd. 
Eilred was led to London, & seke gan \ct lie. 
Edmundc praied him of help priuely bi spie. 
Londreies inow com tille Edmunde, 
& wastid alle & brent Leicestre alle doun. 
Bot J^e fals Edrik did his quaintise, 
)>at Edmund with Knoute mette in non wyse. 
f Knoute & Edrik }pd seised ]H)rgh tresone 
Bokyngham & Bedford, ^ tounof Huntyngtone, 
Lincolne & Notyngham, \e toure of Northampton* 
Si}>en went to Donkastre & vntille Aluerton, 
& alle Northumberland it was at )>er wiUe. 
Edmunde & )7e erle Uctred \?X tyme held Jntmstille. 
To London vnto Eilred hasted ]>ei )^r weie, 
For bodword men brouh, \q kyng suld sone deie. 
Whan Edrik wist Edmond io London was gone. 
His londes & his rentes he seised eft ilkone. 
Eilred at London endid his life, 
Auht & ]?ritty wynter he regned with strife. 
)7at tyme he died in peyn & in wo, 
J^e date was a {^ousaad & seztene mo. 
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^J«^^ Now is EUred biried, Jjat mykelle wo bade- 
'^^Ai^ )>e clergie & \q baronage samned at a reade, 
s^^* & com to Southampton, & corouned Sir Knoute. 

)>e burgeis of London were wro)>e & stoute, 

& said l^ei suld fond to felle Knoute's pride. 
Edmandiif hei corooned for enay Edmundc Irenside. 

Ifenudeoo- 

nmatuf ar berof were Jxd paied alle \e North cuntre, 

pud Lon- 

done. \q com alle to London to mak him feaute. 

Knoute gadred him an oste, on Edmunde be lan, 

& Edmunde on him ageyn, as a douhty man, 

& trauailed sore Knoute, neuer he bianne, 

Whan wend haf left, Edmunde biganne. 

Tuo jere \A werred with many traiiailes. 

In \o tuo ^eres were sex grete batailes. 

In the sex batailes was many a man slayn. 

At )>e last )>ei acorded, ]>e lond was fuUe fajn. * 

Edmunde of }7e lond had })e haluendele, 

He regned bot tuo j^e, no more his tyme felle. 
Mortuns est He lies at Glasteubire toumbed, as 1 wene, 

Kdmundus 

iranide pe date of Criste a bousand & mo bi auhtene. 

Ajino. M*'. 

TT HAN God had don hb wille of Edmunde Irenside, 
Knoute vnto London com with grete pride. 
He asked ]>e barons in }7at parlement, 
If he schewed a J^ing, of^erwaies he ment s 
If Edmunde })e kyng, whan to acorde went, 
If he saued to his heyers oi)>er lond or tenement. 
Ilkon said, )>at Edmunde ]7e kyng 
Spak no word ]>er of, at JTer sauhtillyng. 

Whar- 



Knauius Rex. ^ 

Wharfor ]>e barons granted him ilkone, 
Knoute to be corouned, & haf it alone. 

?T HAN Knoute had reso^yaed bofe fe seignories, 

He parted \fe lond in foure parties. knootin 

Alle ]>e West tmtte him selueii he held, per totmn. 

Fals Edrik gaf he Lyndeseie of Lyncolne ]fe scheld. 

Vnto )>e erlfi Thnrkille he geif Estangle, 

Northfolk & Southfolk, ficacie men langle. 

To ]>e erle Uctred Northumberland he toke, 

]>e pes to maynteue ]>e suore alle on "pe boke. 
f ]7an tok kyng Knoute alle his homages, 

]mt cleymed to hold of him J^er heritages. 

£dmunde had a sonne, & childte no mo* 

)H)rgh Edrike^s coftteile Knoute did him slOi 

& tok queue Emme & wedded hir to wife, 

'pOTgh Edrike^s oonseile, scho scorted his life. 
f Knoute on a day bi his wife satte, 

Of Edrike's trei^n scho warned him of )mt. 

^' Lbten nilf, lord Knodte, if it be ))i wille, 

^' HoW h^ betmied my lord, & my sonne fulle ille. 

^^ Whilom Eilrdd my lord he him bitraist to j^ow, 

^^ & my sonne Edmunde jforgh treson be slouh, 

^^ & if he regne long he salle haf jfe same, 

^^ He was neuer with no man, jmi he ne did him schame. 
f \>e kyng one on )>e mom went to London, 

His ^ole forto hold was his encheson. 

Knoute ]>o\ihi on J^at tale, )^t his wife him told, 

& si)>en ateyned Edrik I'orgh treson of old. 

Vol. I. " B ]w 
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)>e fer \e day of \e fest, no Icnger it was, 

Edrik was hanged oiT]^ toure, for his trispa»» 

|?an said }>c quene, *• J?at Edrik J?e Giloure 

^^ Had not fully dome, ]7at felle to traytoure. 

<' Traytours with ruuties buld men first drawc, 

^^ ;a dame/' said ]x; kyng, '^ bot he salle haf \e law, 

^^ )Kit his body salle hang in colde & in hotc, 

'^ Scbame tille alle his kynd, )>at it sees & wote. 

Knoutoi JVNOUTE of his body gate sonnes bre, 

divisU re- i i . 

ffnum fiiiifl Tuo bi tuo wifcs, pe prid in jolifte. 

will. 

Bi )x; first had he Suane, he was eldest bropei^ 

Bi Emme, }pe second wife, Hardeknoute ano))er. 

Harald he had getcn on his playeng, 

Knoute lufed him best, he was his derlyng. 

Olaf in Norweie regned fulle stoutey 

& bare him ouer strange to ]7c kyng Knoute. 

Knoute com with his kythe, ]7at kant was & kene, 

& chaced him out of Norweie quyte & clene. 

})an was he kyng of Danmark, Inglond & Norweie, 

Danmaik was his heritage, he conquered }pe loj^er tuqc 

Malcolme, {?e Scottis kyng, ]7at tyme died he, 

Mathithade his broj^er resceyued Jtc regante. 

Knoute as for his chefe he tok his homage, 

Of }>e kyngdorn of Inglond he had J^e heritage. 

Knoute vnderstode wele, he mot not long lyue, 

His sonnes in his lyue his londes wild he gyue. 

Suane gaf he Norweie, (Olaf he chaced outc) 

Daumark his heritage he gaf tille Hardeknoute. 

He 
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He assigned Harald to Inglond, to had it in fee. 
)ni8 he gaf his londis tille his sonnes ]>vc. 
Seuentene jere was he kyng ]7orgh conquest & desceit, 
At Westmynstere he ligges in a toumbe purtreit. . 
A thousand was )>e date & sex & )>ritty, 
Whan Knoute kyng died, so sais )>e story. 

XxARALD was curteys & strong, of body auenant, 
To be \>er kyng & hede }>e lond was wele ogrant. 
Hardknoute of Danmark payd not withalle, 
})at he suld here )>e coroune, for he was born thralle^ 
He gadred of Danes folk right inouH, 
& did him toward ]>e'se, & tillc J^is lond drouh. 
Whan he was aryued, he scut to Harald, < 
& said, ))at a bastard no kyngdom suld hald, 
Bot if ]mt he it wan with suerd or with lance 
Of tirant or of Sarazin, J^orgh douhtynes of chance; 
& if he willc )?c lond jdd, & to J?e i>cs chese, 
For he is my bro]>er, he salle not alle lose ; 
& if he willc )>orgh batailc, })er to willc I stand, 
& bataile bituene vs wille not be semand. 
Harald was fulle, a lone day he tokc, 
To here what ]>e barons ]>am bo]>e wild lokc. 
1 Vnder Southamptone was ]>ct assemble, 
Of Harald & Hardknoute, wiiat suld bituex ]>am be* 
For J>ei were bre|jer, )« luf was more sene, 
jfe barons portiond ]>e lond cucn )?am bituene, 
Harald tille his parte suld haf alle \fv Northendr, 
& alle ]>e Southside tille Harknout suld wende. 

£ 2 
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To ]»t ilk lokyng bo]>e ))ei consent) 

In laf \ei departed, Hardknout home went. 

Xn Y^i ijtnt^ )»t Harald & Hardknout held partie^ 
Died \e duke Roberd, )mt r^ned in Normnndie* 
William was his beire, resoeyued )ie heritage, 
Y&i we kalle )« bastard, ])at selte vs in seruage. 
Richard was Roberd fader, )« duke )»t died beforn, 
Emnne I'e queue his doubter, of \e whilk was bora 
Alfred & Edward, Hardknoute )xe )rrid, 
)« tuo first of Eilred, of Knoute Hardknoute tid. 
Alfred & Edward, \^m of Eifared kam, 
Wer with duke Roberd, now ere ]>ei with William. 
]h> childre tok io rede, to com vnto Jns lond, 
To speke with |ier moder, at Wynchester ))ei hir fond. 
Alfinede was eldest, non mot his wille withhakl. 
To London he wild alle gate, to speke with kyng Haraid; 
Deobcfcm- Godwyu, an erle of Kent, met with Alfred, 
rredifnifrif Him & alle his feres vntille prison bam led. 
ft BMrte' Of som smote of \ei hcdes, of som put out f'er i^ene, 
Sex hundreth at Gildford did Godwyu slo & pyne. 
Alfred he was led to ]% abbay of Elyng, 
Bifor Godwyu himseluen )>ei did his i^ene out ]n'ing. 
Ht lyued bot Jre daies, & jald to God ]>e gaste, 
{^e bode com to his rooder, scho did Edward in haste 
Wcnde to Normundie, for drede of Alfred pyne, 
'to William, hir broJ?er sonne, was Edwarde^s kosyne. 
Edward told William of Alfred alle ^ case, 
ft praied him of help, for he dred harder pase. 
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& if he myght conquere Inglond, ]7at was hi»«peyre, 

Edward sikerd him wele, to mak William hb heyre, 

& bond him with skritc, bis scale hyngand Jwbi, 2ita?& ' 

& William hcttc him wele, (o help him sikerly. g^lj^t 

jNo W duelles Harald ]fe kyng among his baronage, 

Tille Emmc, Hardknoute's moder, he did a giele outrttge. 

His bro]%r a foulc despite, him self vileyn skandre. 

He chaced hir out of ]fe lond, & scho went ynto Flandres. 

Unto l^e erle Baldwyn, for scho was of his kynde. 

He resceyued hir fuUe (aire inouh, he did hir fynde 

To brige in to Danmark, ]fct Hardknout was kyng. 

Of Inglond & of Flandres brouht men him tijwg. 

How kyng Harald chaoed his moder of lond. 

What skille he had & whi Herdknout jemed to fend. 

Now ' Hardwnout toward Flandres dightes btm day bi day. 

\>ai tyme at Westmynstir Harald sore seke lay, HmST*** 

Died & was \)eT laid, als my boke me told. Hmrde- 

knontaiob* 

Fyue jere was he kyng, & sex & fifty old. tinitt f«- 

{^e date of Criste )mn was a ]x)usand & foorti, 
Harald for his trespas ^it felle a vilany. 

JN O W is kyng Harald dcde, jfai whilom was so stoote, 
\fe barons sent Flandres vnto Ilardeknoute, 
& praied him com to lond, J^e coronne if he wild take, 
If he wild vnderstond» non o)7er kyng wild J^ei make. 
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Whan he wist \ct Tville, he hasted him J^ider wk\\c. 

\e\ gaf him \c coroiinc, & were of him fulle bU)>e. 

He studied, how he myght vengc his modcr despite. 

He did Harald body do drawe vp also titc, 

& ]H)rgh \e podels it drouh, }mt foulc were & deppest, 

& si]>en in to Temse his body did he kest. 

]>at fischid in Temse on ]7e nyght, whan ]>ei \ct netles vp wond^ 

|?e body of Harald in a nctte f^ci fond. 

|iei durst it not forth schewe, for \e kyng wer JTei ford. 

JSom frendes he had, }nit biried it in kirke jerd. 

• 

HaRDEKNOUT did charge \c lond in suilk treuwage, 

}^t noi]>er erle no barone myght lyuc for tallage^ 

So ]^t alle ]>e comonalte had him agcyn herte, 

\dX were to him so fre, for)>ouht it sore & smerte. 

Hardknoute wcx fulle wroth toward Godwyn of Kent 

For his bro]>er Alfred, J^at he slouh & sclient, 

& to ))e bisshop Alfrik, J'at was his conscilere. 

\ei dred )>e kyng folle sore, for he was fulle austere. 

\e erle had frendes^ to acorde J^ei gaf him ^ weie. 

\e erle was fulle quaynte, did mak a riche galeie 

With fourscore armed knyghtes, in suilk apparaille dight, 

\?X so riche armes was ncuer scne with sight. 

& ilk knyght bare oii his arme, be redy acounte, 

Also mykelle brent gold, as scxtene vnoe amounte. 

Withouten alle )7is a hundreth knyghtes be toke. 

Befor \e kyng & ]7e barons he suore on )>e boke, 

]>at neuer Alfred his broj^r ]K>rgh him was dcde, 

No blynfeld no slayn, bot \org\\ Haralde's rede. 

J>ei 
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]>ei said he did inouli, \>e erie alle vpliff, 
!« kyng forgaf his wraj^c, rcsceyued his gift. 
1 In Saynt Edwarde's life it sais, he was forsuorn. 
Bifor ^ward himself he strangled & was lorn. 
& I salic (elle J?at tale, or I ferrer go, 
How faisnes brcv/es bale with him, and many mo. 
In S. Edward tyme ]7e erIe snid with him ete^ 
A seruitour \>ev was, J^at scnied at j?e raclc, 
Hefitombled at a chance, & fclle on his knc^ 
)7prgh ]>e toper schank he ros, & scrued in bis degre. 
*' A ha!" said J?e eric, *' had J?at schank ne bicn, 
'^ }70U had liggcn ]7er slillc, ]>c risen snid non haf scne. 
^^ God wote, said |^e king, so is it wi(h me nonli, 
*' & I had my bro]>er Alfred, J?at }v)u slouh, 
•* \>o[ I had stombled J^orgh rayn vnmayn, 
^^ He suld haf bien my schank, Sc reised me agayn. 
*^ J?an hopes }?on,*' said J^e erle, " JTat for me was he dcde, 
" I prayc God if it wer so I strangle of \ns brede, 
& putte a morselle in his mouth with |7at ilk wonle, 
Bifor JK kyng & ]?am alle he strangled at jxa borde. 
]fe kyng biheld him a stound, & sanh no repentance, 
He bad drawe away }Kit hound, God has taken vengeance. 
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W HAN Harknont & \>e erle wer at an assent, 
}'orgh alle his lond ])e kyng his sonde sent, 
Forto reise ]>e trcuage, J?at on ]>e lond was sette, 
Pader & Thurston to Jjat office were fette. 
\)c folk of Wircestrc ageyn ]>c treuage spak, 
Bitucx ]^m & \te messengers bro}7efuIle wordes brak. 

e4 F^er 
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Pader & Thurston )>er hedes )wr \A left. 
)ie kyng ' Burd send o|>er to ask treuage eft. 
\e kyiig sone herd say, his messengers were slayii^ 
Toward Wirceslre he com with myght & mayn, 
8c comanded all ]h), )>ai euer lufed him wele^ 
Alle Wireoestieschire spare it neuer a dele, 
Noi]>er man no beste, no manere no no tonn, 
\e cite of Wircestre J^ei brent euen doun. 
Alle }pA wasted quitely, & slouh )>e folk fuUe 2;eme^ 
Bot )7o \dX fled with )ier godes to )^ * ilde of Seuerne, 
& ]7at wcr in \e ilde dndled ]>er for drede, 
Untille \e kyng turned, & his wrath ouer ^ede. 
Hie Tenit f Right als llardcknout had left alle bat folie, 
»d cariam Com Edward, Eilrcd sonne, out of Normundie, 

Hard- ' _• 

l^nouti, & Hardeknoute*s bro)7er on bis nioder side, 

Right heyre of )7e lend, J>orgh grace ]7at may betide. 
Edward was welcom tille Hardeknoute ])e kyng, 
He bad his wille suld be, als his in alle )'ing. 
Here now of Hardeknoute, how he endid his life. 
Tillc a duke of Danes he gaf bis doubter to wife. 
I^e bridale was holden at ^ roaner of Lambithc. 
After mete in \e faaule ]7e kyng mad alle blithe. 
In alle his joy makyng, among J^am ilkone, 
He felle dede doun colde as any stone. 
\e\ bare him to Winchester, & biried him )>ore. 
Tuo ^ere & a half he regned, & no more. 



' ^/iiThurum vocant. Vide 
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A )xNi8and was )« date, & tuo & fourty. 

I trowe it was for Tengeance, he died so sodenly. 

^IlLLE be baronage at Ptok afterward, Conmufo 

Com io Wynchester to coroune kyng Edward, wviL 

Als he l^at had gode right vnto }fe regalte^ 

In Inglond was oon so right heyre as he. 

Whan he had regned fyue, & wde was aboue, 

Suane ))e kyng of Danmark sent to him for lone, 

& praied him for his nauy to help him with summ, 

Bataile was gyuen in J^e se, ageyn ])e kyng Magnum, 

)7at was kyng of Norweie, with wrong gan him trauaile* 

Edward sent him fifty schippes, io help at his bataile. 

For alle \e help ))at he had, Magnus on him so ran, 

& chaced away Suane, & Danmark on him wan. 

Bot \\s ilk Magnus lyued \tt no longe. 

Eft Suane, )>e Danes kyng, )7is lond did vnderfonge, 

& eft yntille Edward Suane sent ageyn, 

& praied him bituex {'am }7e pes wer certeyn* 

Edward him granted, opon suilk a wise, 

})at neuer )^ Dangilde for ne non of hise, 

Suld be chaleuged for man of Danes lond, 

& Suane, kyng of Danmark, to ))at conant him bond. 

I'us was 1^ pes granted with skrite on bo)>e sides, 

& )7e Danes gilde forgyuen, ]»t neuer eft bitides. 

XN bis Edwarde's tyme a riche erle ban was, De eoalta 

,.,_,, Godwino 

pat bight Grodwyn of Kent, I red him ore in pas. & Haraid% 

He 
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He had a sonne Harald, l)eyre of his tenement 
Engle his wife he drofe away, & held in peyrment. 
Egyne, ]^t was an abbes, out of hir hous had 
Mau^ hire wille in hordom his life with hir lad. 
^ Ageyn the kyng Edward, & of his to wynne, 
Godwyn ]x; Erie to werre wild bigjnne. 

■ 

Harald & Lofwyn, jyise were his sonnes tiicyc, 
Douhty knyghtes \c\ were, after salle we seye. 
Godwyn sent for frendes, knyghtes he had inowe, 
\e kyng was at Glouccstre, & J^iderward )>ei .drowc. 
Whan Edward perceyued, his hcrte was in studic, 
How ]mt werre bigan on him so sodanly. 
)« kyng jared his folk, on haste alle {^at he myght, 
\e erle in his askyng had no inancr right. 
Wherfor ]>c erle of Ba did Gowyn understind, 
To leue alle his werre, & take )>e lawe of land. 
^^ At London at ]7e benke schcwe \et \\n askyng, 
** Alle J?at lawe willc, \o\\ wy nnes it of )?e kyng. 



X HE kyng com to London, with lawe to mote in bcnke, 
Men sauh on }pG kynge^s side }7or was no gile, no wrenke; 
& for he had J^e trcuti), on his side were \e mo, 
& Godwyn perceyued wele, o7i his side were bot fo. 
Jjerfor Godwyn & his fro London went away, 
He stode yntille no more, defaute he mad ]7at day. 
J'erfor was {^e dome gyucn }'orgh \e Justisc, 
To exile \e erle Godwyn, hb sonnes & allc bise. 

Godwyn 
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Godwyn went to Flandres, vnto ]>e cric Baldwyn. ■ 

At Bristow in tille Ireland sell ipped H^fald & Lofwyn. 
1 Whan ]fe erie was exiled, . his sonnes tille Irland ouer, Wiiinmns, 

dux Nor* 

William }>e Normant aryucd vp at Doner, , iiMuinir,¥e. 

nit in Ad- 

In laf & in pes to speke with Sir Edward. giiam ad 

Sanctom 

He had bien in his courte, whan his happe was more hard. Edwaidm 

He resceyued him with joy, & with hcrte fuUe glad. 

To sej^e lond about ]fe duke with him he lad. 

Whan he bad soiorned loiig, & was in wilie to go, 

Gode gifles he him gaf, or J^at he went him fro. 

So J^at alle of his were paied of J^er parte. 

With joy alle ageyn {'ci went to Normundie* 
1 Thus Harald & Lofwyn, J^at out of lond, were dryuen, 

With grete oste of Ireland at Chesttc vp aryuen. 

Dorseth & Somcrseth )>ci robbed & did wo, 

Of knyghtes & serganz ]>ei slouh l^rifty & tuo. ' 

Whan ]H;i had so robbed, ]>iii jmm ]>onhi inouh, * I 

}x;i went ageyn to schip, & saile vp drouh. ."/t '# 

Toward J>e South side turned |7ei Jjar flete, 

]7ar fader & )?ei o chance togider gan mete. ^ 

Godwyn & his sonnes at Sandwycb hauen hent, ^ 

Lettres tille his frendes for help about sent, 

Of socour & conseilc bisouht ]7am pitously. 

Of many had he grante, to ask for him mercy. 
1 Whan ]fe kyng wist, ]mt ]>ei had taken land, 

For \>o barons he sent ))at were his wele willand. 

& for J>e longe duellyng of barons in ]>e way, 

Godwyn, ]>skt non wist, aryued in Surray. 
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\e kyng also snijw ta tntatle mad him j;are. 

Grodwyn he diffied, & alle |Hit with him ware. 

Grele wer \o parties, ]mt ferd in to ]« felde* 

Eldolfy bisshop of Bath, )ie pes mayntend &; helde. 

Eldolf, \e gode bisshop, com wkh his clergie, 

& said to kyng Edward, ^ Sire, we \e mercy crie 

^^ For )« erle Godwyn, )wt wiUe jdd him to )^. 

^' His sonnes er at ]ri wille, & alle ]mt with )Mun be. 

\e barons said, ^^ for )»re sake» for ])am ])an praye we, 

<^ ]7are trespas we vndertake opon alle oar fee. 

ft )« erle com him self, mercy forto crane, 

)« kyng, for his cnrteysie, granted ])am pes to hane, 

& gaf him ageyn boj^e rent & lond, 

Harald & Lofiryn to )« pes Jiam bond. 

Bot Suane, ]7are bn^r» )mt died in Lnmbardie, 

For he slouh his cosyn, he fled ]x>rgh felonie. 

He went to )x; holy lond, to do ]>erfor penance, 

ft died )>cr for coUle in Lnmbardie o chance. 



Edith. 



De Regtna X HE kyng wedded a wife, ]7at Godwyn douhter was. 
Scho soiomed at Romeneie, for hir foder trespas. 
\t erle bisouh )>e kyng, to take hir home agejn. 
N ^y^S granted ])at )>ing, io mak pes alle pleyn. 
\e erle vnto \e kyng bare him si]?en so wele, 
& hk sonnes bc^ tille him war trost als stele, 
8ithen in alle his courte were non so wele him with, 
l^ei halp him at J^are myght to maynten pes & grith. 
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• 

On ^ Wissonday at Burgh in Lyndeseie 

Com bode to ]>e kyng, & )>U8 gan ]>ei aeie, 

)mt ]fe duke Siwiod ' had taken in his balie 

Machog, )>e Scottes kyng, )7at wild, }7orgh traitoarie;, 

Haf traised Edward ^ kyng, )»t in ]^ North wat rife. 

]jerfor Machog les ]« reame & his life. 

He gaf it to Blalcolme, ]^t was of Cumberhind, 

)K>rgh gift of Edward he seised it in his hand. 

Malcolme mad homage tille Edward onr kyng, 

)iat he & alle his age of Ingland suld hold ]7at J^ing. 

OrIFFYN, kyng of Wales, jmt ilk self jere GrifVM 

4ft Ira aUIa 

Was proued traitoure faU, & )»t bonht he fulle deie. hOkwm 

Opon ]>e tnelft euen Griffyn his hede les, 

To Gloucester was it brouht befor ]>e kyng at des. 

Edward had a kosyn in preson at Hungarie, 

Edmunde, his bro}>er sonne, was }?er Jnirgh tricherie. 

)>e kyng sent to fvendes for him alle aboute, 

For praier at J^e last )>e childe was laten onte. 

Home vntolnglondj^ childe tille Edward cam, 

& for ))at cbilde's luf forgeten was William. 

)>onht he not of \>t trouth, J^at he to William plight, 

For to m^ him his hey re, if he )>e load haf rayght. 

Neaer]>eles lo William he jeld him wele Ins bone. 

Of l^ls no more to speke, )?e childe died right sone. 

Algar, an erle of * Kent, ]7at tyme exiled was ; 

My Iioke sais with wrong, he did no trespas. 
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He went in to Wales to Griflyn, Griffyn sonne^ 
Haraidus }?ese tuo a werre als Walsch men er wonne* 

factnseiic 

dux turroa- 1 Wban Edward hard say, he samned alle his oste. 

mm apod 

Walliam. Harald, Godwyn sonne, led}7am bi J^at costc. 

■ 

At Harford in Wales J?e ostcs }pet mette, ' 
& digbt oiT bof'e parties in batailes to sette. 
Harald & his Inglis biheld J^e erle Algare, 
J^am for]H>uht fulle sore, ]7at he suld }>ore misfare. 
\\a wald J^e Inglis conseile, if ]K:i mot Algarc saue^ 
For him ])ei suld biseke, \e kynge's pes to baue. 
)>e Inglis com to ])e kyng, ])er he was in place, 
& specially Harald, he had J^e kynge*s grace. 
OiTj^e erle Algare had {>e kyng mercie, 
& forgaf Sir Griffyn also for curtebie. 

fTHAN jmt kyng Edward wend to lyue in pes, 
^ . Grifiyn, kyng of Wales, eft he mad a res. 

He com vnto Hcrford, & slouh \q bisshop Ligere, 
Spared noi|7cr preste no clerk, to dede alle jedc in.feie, 
Kirkes & houses brent, nouht ]7an wild he spare. 
}7cr }>e Inglis had biggcd, he mad it wast & bare. 
Dc rere ' Malcolme of Scotland kyng jit oa Inglond ran, 

l^e kyng had him auanced, he was an ynkynd man* 
Northumberland he brent, & wasted J>at he fond. 
Kirkes non wild he spare of S. Cutberte's lond. 
\q bisshop sent to ]7e kyng, for socour him bisouht. 
Whan Malcolme herd it say, no more skaj^e he wrouht. 
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f )>e kyng did sameo bis men, to abate Gri6fyn*8 pride, 

& Harald J'am.bitaubt ageyn \e Walscb to ride. 

*' Do bim VQto )pe suerd, witb'outen jugemient, 

^^ If ;e may Griffya take bityme at auy \vent. 

Harald went to Wales, his was fullefre, 

& whan he com )7er, Griffyii was passed }>e s« 

Unto Irland, )?an cpmandid Harald 

\o londes to destroie, {^at GrifFyn ]>er gan bald. 

Flis touncs forto brennc, )>e houses doun to breke, 

& destroie )mt kynde, ]>at oaht to bim couth speke. 
1 Harald )7e Walscbmen did ])am ilkon suerc, 

)>at io kyng Edward fay the j^ei suld alie here. 

Si)?en to Rotland he went, & exiled Griffyn }H)re, 

Him & alle his heyres for )nit tyme cuer more, 
f GrifFyn com ageyn, whan Harald home was went, 

\c folk priuely of Wales mad )>er a parlement. 

}pti said, }7at Sir GriiFyn with right he was outlawed^ 

& Edward of Inglond had ]7am so gate awed, 

\ei said, ^^ we wille no more,- his vengeance b ;it bote. 

]>ei toke }pex Sir Griffyn, & of. his bede \ci smote, 

& sent it kyng Edward, & presented him with J^at 

Right at Glastcnbiri, at bis mete )7ore he sat. 

Griffyn had tuo bre}?er, Bleotb & Rathe Walan. 
Jh) tuo were with )>e kyng, whan he on Griflyn kan. p^ j^t^i- 

J>erfor vnto JTam tuo be gaf Griffyn's feez. ttv^S^ 

For South Wales holy J?ci mad J?e kyng fcautez. 

Harald 
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Harald td Wales went, ynto ' Portastiche. 
Wrightes he did make, haales & chambres fiehey 
Whan Harald or \^ kyng wikl com )>ider eftsons 
In ]>e tyme of gese, to tak )nun yenysoDB. 
Karaduk, Griffyn sonne, he fordid \o woncs. 
He com {^ider on nyght, )»e wrightes slouh at ones, 
& alle ])at he mot gete, he robbed & reft^ 

]>ecoiitii» Peny no peny worth, no ]ring he no left. 

■taoi, mu In \dX ilk tyme, ]7at ]ris was betcto doun, 

Harald tille his fhder went to Soathamptoo. 

• 

For Dnnstan, Agilet sonne, wild greue Sir GMLwyn, 
For Gospatrik was slayn, )^i blamed him \et in. 
My boke tellis nay, Grodwyn did him no dere* 
It sais \^ quene Egyn, \t blame suld scho bere. 
Scho did sla Gfospatrik, withouten any skille, 
Tostus of Cumbirland retted Godwyn ]>er tiUe.j 
Tostus of Cumbirland he was chefe Justise, 
Ageyn \t erle Grodwyn he gert sette assise. 
Gospatrike*s dede on Godwyn wild he venge, 
Harald soukt Tostus, to leue \dX ilk chalenge. 
He praied him for luf, in pes lat him be stille, 
& kisse & be gode frende in luf & in a wille. 
Tostus wild not leuc, bot held on his manace, 
& Harald tened withalie, of lond he did him chaee. 
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X OSTUS ouer j>e se went to S, Omere, 
His wife & his meyne, & duclied Jjer J?at jere 
With )?e cric Baldwyn, J?e wynler alle plenerc. 
His londes he were gyuen to Morkar fitz Richere. 
}>e gode kyng Edward to London tumes he, 
}pe feste of jole to hold, with gretc solempnite, 
At Saynt Petir raynstere, {^at he did sette & wirke^ 
On Sayot Steuen day be did halow {^at kirke. 
\e kyng fro day to day he heuycd more & more, 
Nerhand his endyng, sekenes greued him sore, 
))e barons before him kald, & said vnto )mm alle, 
^^ Tille Haratd, Godwyn sonne, J^e regne wille best falle. 
Me meruailes of ray boke, I trowe^ he wrote not right^ 
]»t he forgate Wiliam of forward J'at he him bight. 
Neuerles )pe forwttrd lield what so was in his )x)uht^ 
I wote wele Criste it wild, })at Edwarde's wille wer wroubti 
Who so lokes bis life, & redis his vision. 
What vengeance ordeynd i^as on Inglond io be don 
Of princes of }ft lend, it sai^ of )>am J^is sawe, 
)>at \e\ dred no J'ing God, no jemed euenhed of lawe^ 
Bot feUwes vnto )>efes, to robbours of ilk cuntre, 
)>ar wilkcdnes was fulfilled, yenged beboued it be* 
Prelates ne no prestes, non of J'am lyued wele, 
]» did not Godde's bestes, bot brak )^m ilk a dele. 
Licberos lif )>ei led, & )K>abt it in }7ar brc^te, 
Holynes did away, of ]>e kirke gaf \ti leste. 
Edward God bisoubt, ])at it suld be forgyuen, 
&aniendid with penance, & J^erof clene be scryuen 
Vol.1. . F Of 
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Of ))at ))at )>ei had don, & )nit ]7at suld betide 
To warne \Bxa {^erfro, & fle it on ilk side. 
Bot \\% was ansaere ageyn, ^' a day }>er in saUe falle, 
^' )>arc wikncs is fulfilled, )» in ere waxen ' hard. 
^^ God has sette ]^t jere, a day J^er in salle falle^ 
^< ]« Inglis salle go to suerd, to pyne fnur souks alle. 
<* Dede & fiie salle fcde \e scheperdes & ]«ire schepe. 
Y\% vision is ^it to drede, )>ink ft gif Gkxie kepe. 
1 1 trowe it is our rgone jKirgh William conqueioare. 
He com & slouh ilkone )h> Wikkcd men in stoure^ 
& sette vs in sernage, of fredom felle )« floaie. 
]^ Inglis ]H)rgh tallage lyne j;it in sorow fulle some. 
Now is Edward dede, ]» soner for )>o affrayes. 
]>re & tnenti jere, sex mone})es & senenten dayes 
He regned in jyis lond, \t date of God ^^an wex 
A ]H)usand, I fond, sexti jere & sex. 

UaraidM jflLpTER Saynt Edward, Harald kyng bei ches. 
Rex. porgh conseile of pam alle, & he )w scheld les 

Right & in lawe, )>e barons held him trewe* 
Neuerles bis fakhed brouht vs sorowe alle newe. 
Tostus, )?at was exiled }H>rgh Harald ore I told. 
He com out of Flandres, brouht an oste fulle bold. 
Fro Sandwich to Liucolne Tostus ran, 
Tresore alle & bestes he robbed ilk a man. 
{'at herd Harald, fulle kene he was & kof, 
With folk out of )>e South toward \t North drof. 
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Tostas herd it say, )>e best wild he do, 

To Malcolme, )>e Scottb kyng, Tostus alied to. 

Tostus tok his leiie, aryued in Norweie, 

& how \e ganien jede lithe I salle ;ow seie. 

In Norweie was a kyng, my boke tellis saa, 

Saynt Onlaf brol'er, Harald Heruegra. 

He aryued in Tyne, bot sone he went ageyn, 

& smote iu title Humbcr, his flete alle pleyn 

In an arme of Ouse vnder Ricalle layt 

On Saynt Mathew euen, on a Wednesday. 

JUiDWYN & Morkare, tuo lordes Kumberland, 
To Harald & Tostus ))ei gaf bataile on hand. 
Harald of Norweie had folk right inouh, 
A hundreth & fifty ])e to))er side alle slouh. 
Harald & Tostus vndiir Ricalle so sped, 
A hundreth & fifty to ^ork ostage }>ei led. 
Nouht ]>ien fulle fer to }Kim com a tiffing, 
)7at Harald was comand, iieuly was mad kyng. 
Of ]7at ilk tij^ing Tostus was afiraied, 
& Harald Heruegra, I trow, was no )ring paied, 
)H>rgh a mede )?ei passed vnto Staunford brigge, 
)7ar loges & ]7are tentis vp )>ei gan big^. 
f Whan Harald Jnder cam, & sauh alle \9lx manere,' 
Title ]7am smertljr he nam, displaied his banere. 
In ]?e morning it was, he mettc with his enmys, 
& alle }ft day )>ei fauht, at euen he had J^e pris. 
Harald & Tortus b(^ to dede ;ede, 
)>orgh Harald J>e jong kyng, of wham I salle rede. 
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Listen & I salle rede, why ]>e misauentoure 

On Ilarald side gan sprede, N^gh William conqoerourev 

X HE duke. of Norronndie, William is his name, 
Wolnoth, Haralde*s bro]>er, he had in prison at Kame, 
& his ncuow Hakon in prison was him with, 
I ne wote for what roson so fer out of }pex kith* 
Harald whaa he was jonge, he went vnto France^ 
)>e cuntre forto se, & for to here of chance. 
Alle his mishappyng feile^ he com in \/o Pountif^ 
To Richere {'at was erle, men told it fulle rif. 
y\% lord of Pountif Richer le fitz Izoun 
He tok f'ifi ilk Haraldy & did him in presoun. 
\t bode of him sone kam to }pe duke of NormUYidie, 
\\ duke went to Pountif, & toke him with maistrie, 
& broulit Harald home, & said, }H)rgh curteisie, 
^^ Harald haf now f^in eyse, in alle my seignorie. 
Now has Harald his eyse at reson in alle f'ingy 
)7e meyne in alle )7ing plescd him next ]>e kyng. 
Nota de H William & Harald went ))am forto ' palyi 
8ton?°& de Tales togider )>ei tald, itic oiT a gode palfray. 
questus. Whan )>ei had wele ridcn, f^at )7am {nought right lang, 

|>ci lighted & abiden bisidc a water stank. 
*< Harald, " said AVilliam, *' listen io my resoun, 
^' What right \vii I haue of Inglond }pe coroun 
" After Edwarde's dede, if it so betide, 
^^ That Grod haf ordeynd so I after him abide. 
^* Whan jmt we were Edward )>e king & I, 

^^ He was in my fader courte exiled, I ne wote whi, 

■ # ■ 
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^ Out of Inglond, )mn suore be to me, 
^^ If he pe coroun mot wynne, his heyre suld I be« 
^^ j^erof he mad me skrite, his hote to mak leale, 
'^ & for to sikere his dede, set I'er to his seale. 
^^ Harald whan ]>on ses tyme^ do \>i help ]>ejrto, 
^^ I salle delyuer ' ]> brof'er, & f^i neuow also, 
^' & Marie my douhter to wife I wiUe \fe gyue, 
^* A man. I salle ]>e make, richely forto lyae^ 
^^ Or my chefe Justise, ]>e lawes to mend & rights 
^^ ]>i sistere I salle gyue a rich prince of myght« 
H " Sire," said Harald, « I salle, if |?at I may, 
^^ Help ]>e ]>e coroun to hald, & euer I se )mt f]ay. 
^^ My bro)>er delyuer }h)u me, my neuow }H)a me grante, 
^* & hold J'i certeynte, & salle hold couenante." 
\)e presons forth were fette tille Harald or he foore. 
To hold ]7at he had hette, on \)e boke he suore. 
Now gos he home Harald, & has ouercomen bis tene^ 
]fe ope pai he suld hold, it is forgeten clene^ 

JiiD WARD is dede, alias ! messengers ouerwent 
To William. Harald was^ ^'orgh comon assent, 
^ Wa^" corouned nobly, & for kyng )>ei him heldc, 
Bot pe duke pf Normundie to William fdle po sphdde. 
4 pe duke wrote to pe kyng, in luf withoaten loth, 
Bisout him ouer alle )>ing, J^at he wild hold his oth, 
& ^eld Um pe coroun of Inglond ilkadel^. 
Or Marie to warisoun wed hir, & joy it wele ; 
& if he wild not so, he suld mak him oknowen. 
He suld wjnne it for do in right as for his owcn. 

' Pro, >i. ' Rcdundat. w 3 Harald 
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Hanild wrote ageyn, & said he neuer ]x>uht, 
Marie to wedde certeyn, |)e lond Iiight him nouhf. 
& if he wild it wynnc with dynt, als duke hardie^ 
He suld f^i^d }7crinne kyng Harald redie. 
Ecc« nin. f jit is ' Ilalaldi I say, regnand in myght & raayn, 
\q kyng of Norway in bataiie has he slayn. 
\q duke forgetien is he of f'ing, )7at Harald hette, 
Now is he in ]ie see with saile oii mast vpsette. 
Toward ]>is lond ]>ei drouh, to auenture his chance. 
With Normandes inouh, of Flandrcs & of France. 
He had redy sailyng, {'at to }>e lond him ledde, 
& at his riuyng \e lond non him forbedde. 
His folk went vpto lond, him selucn was )>e last, 
To bank ouer f^e sond, plankes \e\ ouer ksist. 
Als William ]7er on suld go^ he stombled at a nayle^ 
Into J'e waise f^am fro lie tombled top ouer taile. 
His knygfatis vp him lyft, & did him eft atire, 
William was oglyft, his helm was fuUe of myre, 
William was not paied, ]7at falle mad him ofright, 
He stode alle dismaied, \i\n said tillc him a knyght, 
** Discomfort no J^ing J?e, so faire happe neuer \o\x fond, 
*^ Stoupe & )>ou may so, y\ helm has wonnc lond. 
^^ )7at \e lond is )>in, yi helm schewes it )7e, 
^^ Forsuorn is Haraldyn, he salle no dure. 
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He fond fulle vele & sone, )mt Ilarald noubt ne slepe. 

To proue ivith dcde to done fulle wakand on him lepe. 

To bataile haf }>ei mynt Ilarald & William, 

Bot non stode Haraid dynt, }?at bifor him kam* 

l^e rouht of {'are rascailc he did it rerc & ryme, 

Normanz & Fleromyng taile he kutted many lyme. 

To while ]>at he was fresch ]>ei fond him fulle austere, 

\tt\ felt of his pruesse, als knyght did his deucre* 

For he was ouer prcst» & egre to assaile, 

He wild haf no rest, tille he myght traunile. 

Alias ! for ' for'' Sir Haraid, for him was mikelle reuth, 

Fulle wele his awen suld hald, if he had kept his treuth. 

Bot ]7at he was forsuom, mishappyng }>erfor he fond, 

Suld he neuer ek haf lorn for William no lond, 

Ne bien in ]7at bondage, ]7at brouht was ouer I'e se, 

Now ere ))ei in seruage fulle fele ]7at or was fre. 

Our fredom \vX day for euer toke \e 1eue» 

Far Haraid it went away, his falshed did vs greue. 

He was so fer in presse, so fele wer him about. 

Him befor alle ]?ei chcs, {'at he suld not skape out. 

Normanz & Burgolons, with lance, suerd & mace, 

Bare Sir Haraid doun, alias ! he had no grace. 

So douhty knyght of dedc was non of noi]>er sides, 

}>ore to dede he jede, als man forsuom betides. 

Nien monethes beforn kept Haraid \e rcgalle 

Bot )?at he was forsuorn, J^or he lost alle. 

Out of ]>e stoure f^at stode tuo men askaped ware 

Of Sir Haralde's blodc, Eadwyn & Morkare. 
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\Kii toke {'e quene Edith, for doute of treson. 

Was kyng Edwarde's wif, ltd hir to Kelion. 

Wele was scho ]7er, to hold priue soiorne. 

Eadwyn & Morkare to London gan ]>ei turne, 

Ynto ]>e Londceis ]>ei told, )?at \fei had fonden an hay re. 

Was Edmund kosyn )>e kyng, \)e Londreis wer in speyr. 

Him for )?ar kyng vplift, his name was kald Edgar. 

For William |>ei were oglift, & said, ** |>at we ne dar. 

*' For slayn is kyng Harald, & in lond may non be, 

^^ Bot of William hald for homage & feaute. 

Morkar recleymed es, as es ))e faukon fre, 

& Eadwyn com to pes, he mot no better se. 

)>e burgeis of London pax conseile wild it nouht. 

To gif Edgar ])e coroun, )mt for heyr ]>ei brouht. 

William ]>c Conquerour to London has be )H)uht, 

fcT ]>c bataile was stoure an abbay wild he haf wrouht. 

)>er he & Harald mette, \>ef standes j^e kirk^, 

For blodc j^at )>er was gdtr, to praie \fei suld not irke. 

To London com William, his jole feste to hold. 

His barons with him nam, knyghtes ^t wer bold. 

Wardeyns of tour & toun, & oJ?er J>at ne wold 

Jjer landes les allc doun, for tynt wer ]>ei told. 

To Frankis & Normanz, for J>ar grcte laboure, 

To Flemmynges & Pikardc§, J?at wer with him in stoure, 

He gaf londes bityme, of wbilk ^r successoure 

Hold ^it ])c scysyne, with fullc grete hononre. 

Fa r grace William fond, his chance fulle wele him 9atte, 

] c reame of Inglond so graciously he gatte. 
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)>e archbisshop Stigand, of Inglond primate^ 

J7at tyme was suspended, I'e pape reft him |>e state, 

& abbot & prioure, men of Religion, 

& o}>er men of honour, archdecane & person, 

Wer priued of {rnr office, of woulfes had renoun. 

For lichorie )mt vice wer many als don doun. 

I^e archbisshope of ^ork com with deuocioun, 

)H)rgh William praiere, com to London toun, 

Bifor \e barons btouht, he gaf William ))e coroun. 

To chalange was he nouht, Sir Stigand was don doun. 

Whan William was coruned kyng so solemply, . 

& had taken homage of barons bi & bi, 

He turned ouer \q se vnto Normundi, 

Pam ' Helienore queue was sche, scho bare him company* 

Whan he had duelled )>ore at Pask be com ageyn, 

& dam Helianore with many knyght & sueyn. 

To London alle )>ei went )>e courte holy alle pleyn, 

For }pt archbisshop ])ei sent, messengers 3ede tueyn. 

Elred }pe archbisshop of jork had )>e se, 

l^e kyng him bisouht, als clerk of dignite, 

To corpune Helianore, bat biscke I be. • fipiiaimm 

\q bisshop corouned hir }H)re, bifor {mt fairc semble, tp m u c^. 

Whan )>e folk had bien at \e coronment ilk dele, 

Bo]>e |>e kyng & )>e queue \q barons paied wele. 

\e kyng & \e clergie ordeynd )7at ilk seele, 

\e pes to ;eme & gyue with lawcs trewe als stele. 

Fklmunde & ' Edwyn, Harald sonnes of Kent, 

Alle Somersetschire )>ei wasted & brent, 



F Matildio appellant alii. > J,, coronatf. i Godwya «/if>. 
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Sir Adinotli ]>ei slouh, & alle ))at \A mot bent. 
Whan I'ei had frauh inouh, agityn title Ireland went. 
\t erle Robert Comyn, }w West had to welde, 
\^i non vnto WiUmro fur no f^ing suld ]?am jelde. 

MaHemd- f^HAN bat kvng William bo tibinges herd say, 
To f'e toun of Durham fulle fast he toke ]>e way. 
}^ bisshop to him said, ' & told to him fulle tite, 
)?at \t Norreis purueied, to do him a despite. 
For }f2X ilk tale, )?at J^e bisshop told, 
])e Komyn had his bale, his lif was lightly sold. 
|x? lond of S. Cutbcrt he did serch {mt nyght, 
William allc a^x^rt his oste redy he dyglit. 
At )mt I'ei mot fynd, to sucrd nlle \^\ jcde, 
& or Roberd wist, or )>ouht on suilk a dede. 
Ore was his bous on firo, \ex Sir Robert lay, 
& brent Roberd to dcde, bi ^t it was day. 
Now is \^ Komyn dede, his haires has alle lorn, 

Free Da- William ]7am it forbede^ )mt held his londes bcforn. 

JMOW William has soiorncd, & slayn allc his enmys, 
& to )7c South is turned, als kyng )>at wan f^e pris. 
Tifynges com him fulle stoute, ]?al a grele oste & stark. 
With Harald & with Knoute, \t kyng sonnes of Danmaik, 
Wcare aryued in Humbcrc, & an erle Turkille, 
With folk withouten nombere, [?e Norreis felle )?am tille. 



' Vide Dugdalii Baronag. 

^ Tom. L p. 54. Lelandi Coll. 

vol, IL p. 380. aliosque eiiam 



Historicos nostroSy qui secus 
at que noster rem narrarunt. 
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Comen is )>e erie Edgar with alle )>o of his kyndc, 
Sir Wolnolh he is far, )>o with fat he root iynde. 
Marlesuayn Tiirkille sonne, & Siiane a douhty knyght, 
Of Scotland Gospatrik, with f am at alle his myght. 
fe Normans in f e South wer in so grete affray, 
Of kastels & of touns }>ei com out alle day, 
To 3ork ran ilk a man, to rescet in fat toun, 
fa^ no Danes man fe walles to broke doun* 
Sir William Malet was wardeyn of fe cuntres, 
Sibrigh fe Gaunt was set with him to kepe fe fees, 
f ise tuo brouht tiyng, fe wer comen bi fat coste, 
ferfor William fe kyng did turne ageyn his oste, 
& suore a grete othc, fat he suld neuer spare 
Noifer lefe no lothe northeren, what so fei ware. 
8 William turned ageyn, & held fat be had suorn, 
Alle mad he wasteyn, pastur, medow & korn, 
& slouh bofe fader & sonne, women lete fei gon, 
Hors & hondes fei etc, vnnef is skaped non* 
Whan fe Danes herd, fat William held his oth, 
fat he with fe Norreis so fcrd, spared lefe no loth, 
Fulle quaintly fei sent to William messengers. 
Of pes fei mad present, to turne ilkon fer pers ^ 

Ageyn to Danmark go with his wille & his leuc, 
fat he suld no mo slo, ne fei suld him not greue* Ecce D». 

^ OW duellis William eft, fulle bare mas many wonCf 
Of gode men er non left, bot slayu er ilkone. 
Clerkes vnnef is fei lete» to kirke o lyue to go, 
Horses & hondes fei ete for hunger & for wo. 

Grote 
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Grete sjnne did William, {mi suilk wo did wirkci 
So grete vengeance he nam of men of holy kirke, 
)>at not did no wem, tille him ne no trespas, 
Fro jork vnto Durhem no wonyng stede was. 
' Nien ^^re, eais my buke, lasted so grete sorowe, 
\e bisshop clerkes take, }?ar lyiies forto borowe* 
Seynt Cutberte's bones of fertre toke ^i out, 
With ]7am )>ei fled at ons in sere stedes about, 
I'at vengeance burd be don, als tellis 8. Edward, 
He sauh in a vision, ]7at vengeance suld falle hard 
De Reli- Of pTcstcs & of clerkcs, of princes of ]7e lond, 
Cothberti. Of God ne of his werkes )>ei dred not )?at )>ei fond* 



Torke. 



' Id quod etiam notat Jom 
annes Rasiellus^ sive Rastal^ 
luSf in Chronico $uOj iupra i 
me commemoraiOy libra sane 
rarissimoj mihi vero (pro 
more suoj perquam humani* 
ter mutuo dato ab amicissimo 
nostro Murraioy cujus cum 
alibi, turn jam supra etiam 
mentionem feci. Sic autem 
Rastellus : f Also about the. 
lit. yere of his [W^y//yam 
Conquerour^s'] rayne | Har- 
rolde & Cauntus [^Sic"] sonnes 
to Suanus kyng of Denmarke 
eateryd into the North coun. 
trey | and with the heipe of 
.^me of th« people of the 



contrey and of some of the 
cytezyns of yorke enteryd the 
citye I and slewe mo than, 
ill. M. Normans. Bat sone 
after kyng Wyllyam chasyd^ 
them out | and drone them 
to theyr schyppes and toke 
suche displeasure yfith the 
inhabytans of .that prouynce | 
that he distroyed the lande 
from yorke to Durham | that, 
ix. yere after it lay ynlaboryd 
and vntylled | and the peo- 
ple there were kept so harde 
by the war re of the kynge | 
& in suche famyne that they 
ete rattes | cattes | dogges ) 
and other vermyne. 
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9IAYNT Cutberte's derkes in hidnes cuer ^ede^ 
At Geruans ' set j^er merkes, a hous )?e gan ypspede. 
^it Ncfrthermore )>ei ;ed yntille Bethlyngton^ . 
At Toghalle was |'e {'rid, & )>er restid ]>ain doun; 
}^ ferth was holy £laiid, J^er JTe sc it withdrouh, 
]7ei 3ede on \e sand, io {mt Ilde wde inouh. 
Whan }pA wer ])crinne, of non had \ei doule, 
|>e flode bigan to gynne, ft klosed it aboute. 
Si)>en dred ]^i no ]>ing, of |)efe ne of feloan 
Imt were with }ft kyng, Norman no Burgoloun. 
)>e kirke of Geruans ]?at ilk tyme was brent, 
Durham ^e same sans, alle to fire went. 
}>e croice & |'e rode, right as Criste vs boubt^ 
Tille askes alle it ;ode, }>e fire spared nouht. 
\e Normans did it alle in \e guyse of theft, 
\e godes J'crof stal, no J^ing ))ei ne left. 
f Whan William ynderstode, how his men ferd with alley 
Of hoi J kirke \e gode his serganz robbed & stal, 
He comandid alle his, to mende ))at trcspas, 
In alle maner wise, as it ore fefiisd was, 
& on )>e same asise serued & alowed 
Of alle \e franchise, )?at it are was dowed. 
Bot of ]>at wikkcdnesy {rnt men s»ld haf wroken, 
Was noi]>er more no lesse of )>er penance spoken. . 

be bisshop brouh the bones a^ceyn vnto be se, ^^^^^ 

Tille Durhame's wones, ber bei were wont to be. ** DarhMi 

' ' ubi prim in 

■ — — ___^ , fcretro re- 

conduntur, 

' Vide Sim. Dunelm. p. 199. & Leland. CoU. Vol. II. p. 380. 
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TT ILLIAM the Conquerour changis his wikked willo^ 
Out of his first errour, repentis of his tile, 
& of his crudtes he gynnes forto assuage^ 
& gaf ageya )m> fiws, of ivbilk he tc^LC ' ostages* 
Gospatrik com tille hand, & left of his manage, 
& William Gomberland gaf him in heritage* 
Gospatrik jed alle ]>orgh, his dedis forto praise, 
\e kastelle of Bamborgh )« waUes he did vpreise. 
Malcolme, )>eScottes kyng, JTerwith hadenyie, 
)>at Gospatrik of suilk ]7ing bare bis state so hie, 
Digbt him to Combirland, destroied about aywhare, 
Ilkon he slouh at hand, ))er godes away bate. 
Many with him he led, 8c did )^am in seroage. 
In Scottland was alle spred mykelle of \dX lynage« 
ftin \\% Gospatrik William gan affie. 
He dight also quik, & went Normiindie. 
Malcolme in Knmberland dos ))at he may tille ille, 
Gospatrik his willand lates him haf bis wiUe. 
)>re )H)usand pounde Malcolme sent tille Gospatrik tresorie. 
To William comyng )mt went suld suffire his folie. 
Litelle wend Williaiki of his tredierie, 
A message tille him nam ynto Normundie, 
Teld William eucridele of Malcolme robberie. 
For silnere )7at he toke stiffred \e folk to die, 
Gospatrik did not wde, mayntend his partie. 
William also 8ai)« dight him tille his naaie. 

^jP.oitage. 

Wil- 
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IT ILLIAM has hauen iiomen, & is at Soathamptoo. 
\fo )>at with him er komen, crie kiiyghi & barony 
Went (ille Combprland fiille sui|H; oiK>n haste, 
}>e cuntre |7at }pA fand alle ^as wildc & waste. 
Malcolme fled beforn in mouiitayns & in playn, 
He wend for ncuer more William suld com agayn. 
No more did Gospatrik, )mt did liim \^i disceit, 
Bot comen is William quik, & sekcs ]7am fuUe strcit. 
Bi a side of Scotland Malcolme flies fer in, 
Bot William Malcolme fand iir)>e foun of Abrenethyn. 
]7er is Malcolme taken, & golden to prcson. 
Siluer was not forsaken was gifleii for his raunsoa. 
To take he bed inouh, for at his wille he \va». 
William to do his prowe, forgaf alle his trespas. 
Malcolme with skrite him bond, his heires of his lyntge 
To hold of Ingland for feaute & homage. 
f Whan }pQ pes was sikcr, \c kyng turned fiiUe sui)>e, 
Gospatrik ^^at sufFred biker, he reft bo])e lond & \\]fe. 
Cumberland him reft, his o}>er londos als, 
]>e lif ouer mykelie him left, for he was traitour fak* 
Si|>en to Durham went, J^er he destroied }>e see* 
})e bisshop he bisouht, S. Cutlx^rte's bones to see, 
]>e bisshop opned )>e schryne, the bones }pe\ vp raised. 
\q kyng wepte with his inc, that sight mykelie he praised, 
& siluer grete plente opoiT the altere laid, 
f>er franchise gaf J^am fre, J^e whilk jrat )>ei of said. 
})e kastelle did he wirke of his (resore alle» 
& S. Cutberte's kirke closed with a ^irallc. 
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Si])cii he had )^in turne to ;ork, & \ei abide. 
For ]?er he wild soiorne alie }pe Whitsons tide« 
f At 3ork did he crie, his pes suld holdeii be, 
l^at noil did felonie bi land no bi se. 
Si]7eQ he j;edc to London 5 J^at cite set to gritb, 
& to ])e lawe alle bondon ilk man in his kith. 
Chefe justise he satte, \e sothe io atrie, 
For lefe no loth to lette ]>e right lawe to guye. 
)>e wronges to amend, & maynten )>e right, 
Ageyn ]7e fals defend, )H>rgh dome of Justise siglit. 

Detribw X II AT tyme )7at I of say of William \t kyng, 

■MMIBdlis 

ie Lysd- pre monkes of Lyndsay jede to seke wouyng. 
J'e first dan Aldwyn, \e idjftx Elwyn bight he, 
\e \xvSl bight Reynfride, ]>us told my boke to me. 
Hughe le fitz Galdre, of jork he was Schirue, 
He resceyucd alle f're, & beberd ]7am bileue. 
After ]>6r soiornyng, whan f^at }pc\ suld wende. 
He ptaied )7am uf allc )'ing, as gcntille men & hende^ 
To haf saf condite, vnto \q New Kastelle. 
& Hugh did as he highti led ]>am sauely welle. 
Fro |7e New Kastelle vnto Geruans \t\ jede, 
\qx duelled )>ci non s^l, to Durham gan ]mm spede. 

iBdiflcave^ f Whan \qi to Durham com to \e bisshop Walfere, 

miitAccle- 

liam & per pel bigan a home of rcligiouse manere. 

claitftnim 

deOnriuun. A closter f'ei bigan, \c bisshop }po )>at wrought, 
Hired ilk a man, & alle paied & bought. 
Or it wer alle ent )>e werke ))at ]>ei did^wirke, 
I>ei ordeynd a couent, to ministre in ]>at kirke* 
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" Help Lady," said Waltere, " of |>e J^an is )?i8 house 
^^ fiat are was prouendere, now is rcligiouse. 
To jorkc J>e com ajeyn, & wrouht J^er worschiply 
Clolstre with couent pleyn a kirk of our Lady. 
1 Whan it was wrouht tille ende, ^e monkes alle fre 
To Whitby gan wende, J^at standis on ]?e see. 
]>er wirke }pe\ wild an abbeye wele to preise 
In wirschip of Saynt Hilde» a kirke \e\ did vp reise. 
]>us wrouht f'ise monke ]>re, )H)rh })e holy goste, 
Abbayes in sere cuntre, \?X wikked men did waste, 
& many a gode man to holy lif did calle, 
]mt J'orgh ]?e lawe paien men left & lete doun falle. 

^T London is William, at Lundreis takes leue, 
To ^'e parlement he nam at Paris to Lowis cheue* 
J« duze pers of France were |7at tyme at Parys, 
To William fellc )>ar chance, he mad conquest of pris, 
I'ctoun wan of Terwenne, the castelle of Malbis, 
His auncestrie whilom when left it ]H>rgh folis. 
Whan William with |)e lawe had seisen pleynerly, 
Si)H*n began him drawe toward Normundy, 
\e lond to yisite, & to comfort his frendes. 
He restid bot a lite, a sonde l^e Inglis him sendes* 
)>e erle of Surrey sent Hacon Henry sonne. 
He to William went, & praiod him ^it eftsonne 
-To com tille Inglond, or els alle he lesis, 
Ageyn him wille men stond, & partie tille him chesis. 
f William was in wehere, whan he herd ]7at ti)7ing. 
In his auhtend ^ere, als he regned kyng, 
. Vol. I. o 
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At Wjna'hestre he held his parlement ilk ^ere, 

& })er men him teld, who was bis aduersere, 

Of Northfolk \e erie ' Roger, men said of him treson^ 

For praier or for pere )>ei did him in prison. 

Unto ]>e Marche gan long an erle, Wobiot he hight, 

\e kyng with mykclle wrong did him slo )mt knyght. 

Abowcn Wynchestere was schewcd title alle |^at )^r ware^ 

To lewcd men & lerid, to kirke as \e\ him bare. 

Miracle faire & myrie, whan ))ei laid him in pitte. 

William of Malmesbirie witnesse it in hb writte. 

oITHEN ill his ))rid ;ere he tellis J'er of a chanoei 
Of Durham bisshop Waltere was smyten ]x>rgh with a lance. 
gjJJJJ^ In Gatesheued it was, & JH) J^at suld be schent, 
l^^gj^ |>o did ])at frcpas, Sir Liolfe's kynde of Kent, 
"*• J>e erIe Liolf \ias slayn, for \e bisshop dcde. 

My bokesais certayn, ]7al he gaf neuer |?at rede. 

I?crfor kyng William did Acme alle )?at kynde, 

uir landes fro ]7am nam, ]mt men not knowe & fynde* 

SiTHEN in his fcr]>e jere he went tillc Aluertoo, 
No man wend in erj^ drede of no felon. 



■ His name zcas Ralph. But 
hii Confederate^ the Earl of 
Hereford's Name uas Roger, 
See Dugdale's Baronage, 
p. 67 J 68. Tliis Affair is thus 
touch' d upon bifJohn Kastall, 
in his most rare Chronicle: 



f About the. z. jere of his 
raygne | Roger erle of Har. 
forde I and Rafe erle of North. 
folke fledde | and were out. 
laude I Sc the erle walreffe was 
behed} d. 
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On \ranied him of a J^ing, ]mt Malcolme with poysoun^ 
Schuld b^ile \e kyng, with som ]mt lufed tresoan. 
William sent his sond his eldest sonne Roberd, 
If he root ynderstond, or any suilk of herd. 
Roberd about did spie, if Malcolme wild haf wrouht. 
Bot alle it was a lie, IpvX ))ing was neuer ])ouht. 
In his auhtend ^cre ))at William was regnand, 
Extendours he sctte forto extend \e land, 
Erldam & baronie how mykelle felle to \t schelde, 
Knyght & sergeancic als how mykelle }^v helde* 
How mykelle lond & rent holy kirke had to a prowe^ 
Alle ^\ did extend to witte )>e verrey valowe, 
& William wist of alle, what it suld amounte. 
Of lordyng & of thralle ]?e extente ]>orgh acounte. 

f Roberd Courthose his sonne he gaf all Normondie, 
To hold, as it was wonne, ak heyre of ancestrie. 
William passid |)e se, ]>er of he mad }pe skrite, 
Of France to hold ])at fe of ojfex tenement alle quite. 

f Hi^ ojpet sonne William Inglond assigned he, 
& alle ))at of him cam with chartre mad he fre. 
His sonne Henry was sire of Wales with chartre streitei 
Of alle Loncastre schire yntille Bromsthueitc. 

f Ade his doubter dere, he lufed hir als his life, 
)w erle of Plesance Steuene weddid hir to wife, 
& kyng Steuen oh hir gate, ])at withouten reson 
Of \\% lond had )?e state, & conquered ]>e coroun. 

f Hb doubter Gustance was wedded to Bretayn, 
With William's ordenance, vnlo })e erle Alayn. 
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Tuo j;ere & a half he duelled in Noritiundie, 
& in |>atIond self at Kame gan he die. 
Sepnltoiest At Sayiit Steuen^s kirke ]>ei laid him with honoure, 

in Kame 

Anno Himself did it nvirke, he was par ' fondoure. 

M« Lxxs. Tuenty xere had he pe land & nien moueth streite, 
▼iir». 

]>e date was a )x)usand & fourscore & auhte. 



* This king J in remembrance 
of the great Victory he had ob- 
tained over Harold (by zohich 
he got Possession of England) 
founded the great Abbey of 
Battel in Sussex. But then that, 
for Khich I am chiefly obliged 
to make this Note, is, his 
founding the Cluniack Abbey 
of Bermondsey in Surrey, if ue 
may give any credit to John 
Rastalt*s Chronicle, which is a 
most rare Book (as I have be^ 
fore noted) and xcas zcritten by 
a learned Man (tho^ a Printer, 
for Printers then uere Men of 
JLearning) zcho had married E~ 

i 

lizabeth, the Sister of Sir Tho- 
mas More, which was of no 
small Advantage to him in the 
History of our English Affairs, 
The Words in Ra stall are 
these, H This wyllyani made the 
newe forest in Uampshyre and 
therfore cast* dowue dyiiers 
churches by the space of. xxx. 
myles. In his tyme he kept 
the^ englysshemen so lowe | 
that fewe of them bare any 
offyce of honour or rule | 



but somwhat he fauored the 
citye of London. Also he 
buylded two abbayes in En. 
glande | that is to say the 
abbaye of Battel! | where he 
wanne the fylde agaynst lla- 
rolde and the abbay of Lar- 
meseye in Southwarke besyde 
London | and also be buyld. 
ed. ii. other abbayes in Nor- * 
mandye. Which Words toill 
give some Confirmation to what 
is asserted by those, that tell 
us^ that Willf'am the Conqueror 
built many abbyes of the order 
of Cluny, in relation to which 
there is this Note in a MS, in the 
Bodleian Library, as is observ-d 
by the learned Dr. Tanner, A 
Note (saith the Dr, Pref, to his 
Not. Mon.p, 42.) annexed to an 
old MS. book of Ecclesiastical 
Constitutions in the Bodleian 
Library [Inter MSS. Junian. 
121 ."jdesires us to note the slyght 
of the Pope, that when he had 
causyd the Deuke of Norman, 
dy to Conquer England; under 
pretence of penance causyd 
him to giye muche Lands to 

Abbyes, 
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JL he conquerour is laid at Kame dede in graue,. 
]7e Courlhose bcfor said Normundie salle haue* 
To William ]>e rede kyng is gyucn )>e coroun, 
At Westmynstcre tok he ryng in )« abbay of Londoun. 
Whan he had alle plenerly seisyn of }>e lond, 
]7e barons & )>e clergy ageyns him he fond. 
|>is \¥as ]mre comon sawe in burgh & cite, 
^^ ]7e Courthose with ))e lawe suld )>are lord be. 
*^ He is broJTer eldest, ])e coroun salle he here. 
" He is of body best, J>e reame forto were. 
What did )>e grete lordyngcs, eries & barounes ? 
Kastels & o}>er J^inges seised, manors & tonnes. 
)>e kyng had fulle grcfe ])ouht, his reame ageyn him ros, 
Frendes fast he souht, to yengc him on his fos. 
))is sorow & ]?is drede lastid him )>re ^cre. 
Of pes ne myght he spede, bot euer in )>er dangere. 
His frendes gan him rede, to go to )>e kyng of France, 
To conseile him in \>h nede, to abate ]7at distance. 
For )7is- kyng William dight him vnto schip, 
His frendis with him nam vnto kyng Philip. 
f Vnto kyng Philip he schewed ilka dele, 
How his barons gan kip ageyn him did not wele, 
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Abbyes, and that Deuke dyd 
bylde many of the Order of 
Clun^j because Pope Gregorif 
VL was a monk of Cluny. Tho' 
I cannot find (continuet the Dr.) 
that ever he founded any of this 
Order, yet he built and endowed 
the great Abbies of Battei Com. 



Suss, and Selby in Com. Ebor. 
and the Priory of Hitchinbroke 
in Com. Hunt, and the Alien- 
Priories of Fnumpion in Com. 
Don, Paunsfeld in CojA.Estexj 
Derehirst in Com. Gloc. Andom 
ver in Com. Hants, and Stanyng 
in Com. Suss. 

o S *< fcrfor 
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'^ jfeatSfft 1 am comen, to wite at jow our heued, 
^' )^ londes ]mi we baf nomen, to whom \>e salle be kued ; 
^^ & at ;our jugement I will stand & do, 
« With ]>i )7at it be ent ]7e strif bitueii vs tuo. 
Philip said bli}>ely, & sent his messengers 
Tille Inglond to ]7e clergy, erles, barons ]fef pers, 
& askid if ]>ei wild stand to }>er lokyng. 
]w duke Roberd fulfilled, so did William \>e kyng« 
)>e barons wrote ageyn, at his demyng )>ei ches, 
'pei held hb dome certeyn, for he was prince of pes* 
Philip was fulle wis, with scrite he bond ))am hope. 
He said jmn his avis, ^< kisse & be not wroj^e. 
At \>e first ]7ei kbte, as frendes fcUe to be. 
^* Of ^our fader biqueste, dome jmn salle ^e se. 
Doun pel sat o?i benke, among pe duse pers. 
Philip gan him ' thnke, & said on p'lB maners. 
Ecee dif. 1 ** William pe Conquerour his ancestres & he 
cft coram ^' Held with grcte honour Normundie in fe 
inter ^- ** Of alle kyoges of France, & so did he of me, 
Rofun ft *^ For alle opct distance, with homage & feaute. 
fratrem e- ^* Alle Inglond he wan I'orgh his vassalage, 
iR L.^!^ ^^ & Harald kyng ouer ran, ped did William outrage. 
^^ perio bad he no right, no non of his linage. 
^I^at William wan with myght is told non heritage. 
<< We se alle day in place ]>ing )>at a man Wynnes, 
^' It is told purchace, whedir he it hold or tuynnes. 
^< &; pnt comes of grace or of conquest bigynnes, 
*' He may, tille he has space, gif it withouten synnes. 
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** Heritage )wit lyues & leues to ]>e eldest sonne, 
^^ Purchaced J^ing men gyues* Mroman weddyng to mone, 
^^ Or tille a roan is strange for his scruise oftsone. 
^' Heritage salle men not change on^purchace wise to wone« 
^^ Roberd, I'orgh our assent, \>e heritage to }>e lies, 
^^ & )x)u, William, salle hent \>e purchace at our avis, 
^' ]>U8 ^our fader ;ow sette, als man of lawe was wis, 
^^ His dede ne wilie we leUe, be \>e martir Saynt Denys. 
1 Whan Roberd sauh & wist, how \>€ conseile ^ede^ 
To ]>c holy land him list, & {^ider gan him spede. 
Whan he com at Marsille, & ouer {^c se suld wend, 
Philip sauh his wille, & after him gan send. 
]9e bode was sent to raj^e, }>e messenger com ouersone. 
For soth it was gret skathe, his passage was fordone. 

X HE rede kyng William felle a faire chance^ 
To Saynt Poule's he cam, withouten greuance. 
For erles & barons bi sond he for sent, 
& alle at his somons to parlement went. 
He scbewed on & o])er, ))at bated was ]>e strife 
Bituex him & Roberd, & were in liif of life. 
With chartre wele wreten & selid certeyu, 
& wele it was to witen no chalange ageyn, 
Wherfor he \nxm hight, if ]>ei to luf wild drawe, 
\>e coroune at his myght to maynten with lawe, 
& )>at he so suld \fe barons had affiance, 
His kastels }>e\ him ^olde, with alle ]>e purteiiance. 
In ]>c ^ere folowand, at \fe somere*s tide, 
Roberd com to J^is land, at Douer ^an yp ride* 

G 4 WbM 
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Whan herd say with luf, tille him he sped, 

& irith grete noblay lille London bim led. 

With in jx) aiiht daics com William J^is tij^iog, 

\e North had fele affraies, }?orgh )?c Scotlis kyng, 

|>e cuntre gan assaile, )?e folk tbrlo schcnde, 

Roberd gaf him consaile, j^ider samen to wcnde. 

With J?ider J?ei ferd William & Roberd. 

Malcplme, whan be it herd, fled for ferd, 

& William toke him }7ere, his folk slouh ilk man, 

& als Jiei were fleand vnto Louthian, 

So ferd thei him found, ^i obliged )?am to gyue, 

Fourti ]?ousand pound, at his .pes to lyue. 

Opon }>at he suore, to hold of him his fe, 

& or William fore, tok homage & fcaute. 

To London William turnes, & had alle his wille, 

& Malcolme soiornes in Scotland with ille. 

Whan he was at London, a haule ' he did vp wright. 

First )>ouht «& founden, for chambre was it right. 



' Concerning which I find 
a very remarkable Passage in 
Rastall^s Chronicle^ together 
zcith a Note about the first 
coming of the Cistercian Monks 
into England^ zchich others 
refer to, the Reign of King 
Hen, I. The Book beings as I 
have before notedy extremely 
scarce^ I shall give the Passage 
at large from Mr. Murray^s 
Copy, f The. iiii. ycre of his 
la^ne a great wynde was in 



London I that hlewe downe. 
V. c. howhes and the rofe of 
Bo we churche | & dyd great 
hurte in wynchester and iu 
dyuer:* other places. In this 
tyme also the welchemen re- 
bellyd | but they were sub- 
dued k theyr duke or kyng 
called Ryse was slayne 
which was accompted the 
last kynge of wales. After 
that Malcolyn kyng of Scot, 
tes rebellyd and came into 

Eug- 
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RoBERD leuc has taken, & went to Normundie, 
To Wales is William schaken, estres to spie. 
It felle in tyme of }?e jere, at Saynt Brice feste, 
JTat he had regned here nyen jere at }>e meste, 
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Englande with 
The kyng of his retenewe [ 
Scottcs slayn. ^home one Ro. 

bert erle of 
NorthumberlaDde inconter. 
yd I & there the kyng MaU 
col^'n was slayne | and by 
the ayde of kyng wyllyam 
Edgare his son was made 
kynge of Scotlande. f A. 
bout this tyme the order of 
Cysteaux was fyrst brought 
into Englande I by one wa- 
ter Espeke that founded the 
fyrst Abbey of that Religyon 
at Ryuall. H This kynge 
wyllyam was a very couetous 
man | a proude & wylfuU | 
and pylled bothe the spery. 
tualte & temperalte | with 
sellynge of Bysshoprykes | 
Abbeys | & benefyces | and 
leuyenge vnresonable taxes k 
trybutes on tlie temperalte | 
specially by the onely coun. 
sell of one Ranulphe hys pro. 
curatour. whiche ryches the 
kynge dyd spende vpon the 
Tow re of London | & some 
say Tpon the makynge of 
westmyster halle : but yf that 
sayenge be trewe of westmy. 
iter halle | it must be some 
olde halle there | k nat the 



newe halle that is nowe. For 
the armes that appere in the 
halle that nowe is aswell in 
the stone worke as in the 
tymber worke | be the armes 
whiche kyng Rycharde the 
second gaue \ which be. iii. 
Lyons with the flour delyce 
quarterly | & the whyte hart 
for his badge. For there was 
neuer kyng of Englande that 
bare the armes of Fraunce | 
whiche be the flour delyce | 
before kyng Efdwarde the 
thyrde | for in his tyme the 
armes of Fraunce was fyrst 
ioyned to the armes of Eng- 
lande- wherfore it shuld seme 
euydently that westmyster 
halle that is nowe | was nat 
bylde in the tyme of kyng« 
wyllyam Rufus | except it 
were onely the foundacyon 
therof I or els it was the 
halle in westmyster abou« 
the steyres | which is nowe 
called the whyte halle. Stone 
tells us (in his Survey of Lon^ 
don, p. 521. Ed. fol. 1633.) 
thai this Halt teas repaired by 
K, Rich, IL tchich will recon* 
cile what is observed by Rastall 
about the Arms. 

Ros 



90 WiOelmus Rvjus Bex. 

Ros in Northnmberland so ilk a sorow bard^ 
' Malcolcolme^ederobband, & his sonne Edward. 
))at herd an erie Roberd, he ;;ared him to bataile 
With Malcolme & Edward, he gan J^am assaile. 
)«t bataile was hard, fo men has no frith, 
Slayn was ]7at coward, & his sonne him with. 
1 \e folk that ascaped on Malcolme side, 
To Scotland |mm raped, & pnplised it fuUe wide. 
)K-i mad parlement, & toke )^m to rede. 
Malcolme to God was went, & Edward his sonne dede, 
& corouned Dufnald, Sir Malcolme bro])er. 
His sonnes }pA ne wald, \e ton no )>e toj^er. 
I>ec0iitii. 1 Of Malcome }?at man left tiio sonnes ware, 

■ictift Scot* 

torm, & ]>e ton hight Dunkan, \e io\ex Edgare. 

& potcsute Dunkan sauh his eam had his heritage, 

\ex he YiVsi bote of beam, he went {rnt yiage 

To William J>e rede kyng, J^er he was in Wales. 

What tid of )^( j^ing) he told him alle )>e tales. 

** Myn heritage I craue of )>e, J?at is my heued. 

*^ Help me it to haue, })at Dufnald has me reued. 

With scrite vnto William Sir Dunkan him bond, 

& to J>e heirs ]?at of him cam, for ]^ coroune of Scotlond. 

Inglis & Normans J>e kyng did somoune. 

To wend with Sir Dunkan, & do Dufnald doune, 

& seise Dunkan )?er in, als heyr of heritage. 

To hold & alle his kyn of Inglond for homage. 

Whan corouned was Dunkan, & }>e fest ent, 

Inglis & Norman to kyng William went. 



« Sic. 
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Dufnaldy J^at is put oote, alle about vreades 
In fele stedes aboute, & gadres his frendes, 
& conseiled if ith )>am J^is cas, )mt alle suld ]>ei go, 
& spie \rbere ]^ kyng \¥as, Dunkan if he mot slo. 
Slayn haf )>ei Dunkaa, & efl corouned Dufnald, 
Of kyng William \rild )>ei no more hald. 
1 ]>e kyng was in affray, he might not tent \ex\o 
With Roberd be Moubray. his coroune he wild for do. Owtnciim 

'^ ^ ortm est ia- 

Roberd wild haf reft William alle his ri^bt, ter RegaM 

be coroune his kosyn left, & gif it him J'orgh royght. torn Mon- 

William is war of J^is, )H)rgh for Roberd he ])retis, 
& takes him raaugre his, his kastelle doun betis. 
Better were Roberd, in pes haf holden him stille, 
Jrain layn in prison sperd, & at his fomen wille. 
In Wyndesouere is he leued, sorow J^an is his pyne, 
}>at he wis oner his heued, \t chip foUes in his ine. 
1 J>e next jere )>er bi William to Wales went, 
]7e Walsch men did foli, his lond robbed & brent. 
)>erfor William ne wold vnne])is leue on o Ijrue, 
)>at bo]>e ;ong & old alle 'gsAe to }pe kryue. 
Neuer bifor in Wales was don so grete greue, 
Bi dounes & bi dales, |>ar folk at suilk mischeue. 
Sen ))is greuance hard, ]>e slauhter & \e drede^ 
Fulle sone afterward ])e kyng to ^ork ^ede. 
))ider com Edgar, was Malcolme sonne, 
& Sir Dunkan bro)>er, |mt slayn was )H)i^h tresonne, 
& schewed to William, )mt heyre he was of kynde^ 
Of Malcolme he kam, lighter salle non fynde. 

*' Whff. 
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** Wherfor I 50W biseke, help me )« lond to hane, 

^' & I yviih wille folle meke ^our seruise salle I saue. 

William yaderstode, foi he said reson, 

&; was next of blode, & Dufnald did treson. 

He dight an oste fuUe stoute with Edgar forto leue, 

Dufnald to dryue oute, or his hede him reue. 

Eustace of Ferers \>at oste suld guye, 

Of Scotland ]>e\ him brouht, Dufdald forto spie, 

& seised Edgar in alle, as right was {^erto. 

To William for \fe regalle he did ]7at he suld do. 

Edgar & his peres l^e chaced day bi day, 

Of Scotland ]fei him brouht for euer, & drof away. 

Edgar was Malde's bro]>er, mcnkald )>e gode quene, . 

^it sais on & opevy so gode has here non bene. 

DeiDcnuu WhAN William had his wille of Scotland & of Wales. 

tndiiie WU- ' 

iciat. To riche men was he grille, of pouer held no tales. 

Clerkcs of holy kirke he chargis greuosly, « 

j>ei were bisie & irke on ]7er rentes to lyue by. 
Of alle his wikked werkes J^ese me )>ouht ]>e meste, 
))at seuenten kirkcs he mad tille his ' foreste, 



' This zcas the now Forest near 
Winchester, which was reality 
made by hit Father King fViL 
Ham the Conqueror^ who de* 
itroyed many Churches for it^ 
and his Son, William Rufus was 
only an Improver of ity by en. 
larging ity in which he com* 



mitted also much Sacrilege, Bui 
(hen others {and even Peter of 
Langtoft and Robert of Brunne 
themselves seem to have been 
of the same opinion) tell usy 
that this was not the New Fo- 
rest near Winchester, but the 
New Forest of Windsor, a- 

monsr 
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])at neuer ere non \¥as sen \e Cristendam. 

He did grete trespas of holy kirke so nam. 

Wele tuelue ^ere kept he ])is lond, 

& bow he died here selcouthly I fond. 

& if ^e wille lithe, I salle telle it ^ow, 

liis dede com him suythe meruellosly, se how. 

On a.Tburday at nyght at eiien he ^ede to reste, 
To hunte ]>er he had tight in his new foreste. 
On slepe sone he felle, ]>e sueuen bifor him ran, 
Him }>ouht in bis chapelle be was withouten man, 
Ne non he sauh no herd, & he bibeld aboute, 
\e dures were so sperd, be myght in no stede oote. 
So grete hunger him cam, & mete bad he none, 
Ne he ne wist to wham, ]7at he mot mak his mone. 



mong which is John Rastally 
zcho voriUi thus : This kynge 
wyllyam as -is sayd & wryt- 
ten of hym | had great plea, 
sure in huntynge | in so moche 
that he pulled downe & di- 
stroyed dyuers houses of re. 
ligyon to inlarge the newe 
forest of wyndesore for wylde . 
dere : but a knyght of his 
named water Tyrell by the 
glaunsyng of his arowe vpon 
a braunche whan he shot at 
an harte in the sayd forest | 
smote the kyng & wounded 
hym to dethe wherof shortcly 
h^ dyed. The fyrst day of 
August the yere of Chryst. 



Demorte 
Wmelmi 
Rai, &d« 
Tilioiieaiit* 
mortm* 



M.C. without any yssue of 
his body. And he rayned. xii. 
yere. xi. monethes and. xii. 
dayes | and is baryed at 
westmyster. In tchich Passage 
this is also remarkable ^ that 
he makes William Rufus to be 
buried aiWest minster y as does 
also the Chronicle I nowpubm 
lishj whereas it is well known^ 
from our other Historians^ 
that he was buried at fFinehesm 
ter. And indeed it is Win. 
Chester in the French Original 
of Peter Langtoft. Le cors * 
a Wyncestre fet leuesque por. 
ter, et mettre le en toumbe, al 
monster seint Peer. 

His 
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His hanger \¥a8 so grete, he wend haf waxen wode^ 
Opon )>e rode he schete, & e(e it als it slode. 
Whan he had eten J^at, ;it him hungred eft, 
l>e Mariole )^r scho sat, of hir no ^ng be left* 
Whan he was turned, & went out of ^t afiraj. 
For a bisshop he sent at morn whan it was day^ 
Sir Ode of Wynchestere, so ]^t bisshop bight. 
He told him of alle ]9e estere, ]mt him mette \mi nj\ 
pe bisshop gan it rede, ^^ God is )« turned grym, 
** Ou}>er in word or dede has ]x>u greued him. 
*^ ]7erfor alle \>ai |xhi may to penance take ]x>n tptce^ 
*^ )mu neuer on Friday to wod pon go to chace. 
^^ )« riner salle ]x>u forsake on Friday ilka dele. 
^^ |>at penance I pe take^ Sir kyng, pou kepe it wefe. 
Sir Ode ]>e bisshop es with leoe went him fro, 
\)e kyng herd his messe, to gamen \mn wild he go. 
His penance was forgeten, he asked for his archere, 
Walter TIrelle was haten, maister of ]mt mister. 
To trisfe was he sette, forto waite )>e chance, 
With a herde \>ei mette, a herte )>erof gan lance. 
Walter was redi, he wend haf schoten ]fe herte, 
]w kyng stode oner nehi, ]>e stroke he lauht so smerfe. 
))us died William ]>e kyng, oiTJ^is ilk manere. 
Sir Ode herd ])at tij^ing, fulle mournand was his clicre« 
At Westminslre is he laid, at Saynt Petir kirke. 
In a toumbe purtraid, \>e bisshop did it wirke. 
l^e date a ]x>usand was, & a hundreth mo, 
Forgif him his trespas, Jhesu, jmt lete J'e slo. 



l^t 



Henr. primus^ JUius Witt. Bastardi. ^5 

J^AT tyme in Scotland \¥as a mayden jeng, ^^^ 

As I red biforband, Malcolme doubter fe kyng. R*giii«* 

Malde bight )»t mayden, many of bir spak. 

Fair scbo wasi J^ei saiden, & gode withouten lak. 

A dougbter bad Saynt Margrete, ])at in Scotland lis* 

Of )>at doubter sute com Malde, }^t was of pris, 

& Dunkan & Edgar, }^t I red biforn, 

Maidens bre^'er j'ei war, of Margrete doubter born. 

^FTER William men cald \q rede kyng, De Hmrl- 

CO piioMfe 

Henry J^e coroon nam, bis bro})er {rnt was z^tig* 
\c bbsbop Maurice Henry corouned be, 
)>at tyme he did ]>e office, of London kept \t se. 
Roberd \e Courtbose to \e holy lond was went. 
A Breton (dayet bb ' bis'' nose) for Roberd )>idcr sent. 
A Breton sent ]>at sond, be did for treson, 
& Roberd com to lond, witbouten o]>er reson. 
{'at did Roberd trauaile for nouht, he was a file* 
No]7eIes ^ erle of Cornwaile kept bis wife ])at wbile^ 
Charles doubter scbo lord of Cezile, 
Dame Edith bright as glas ; Roberd }>ouht no gile, 
Bot com on gode manere tille bis bro]?er Henry. 
He wife ]nit soiorned here, he led to Normundie. 
f Henry wedded dame Molde, ])at kyng was & sire. 
Saynt Anselme men tolde corouned him & hire. 
J?e corounyng of Henry, & of Malde J?at may, 
At London was solemply on S. Martyn*s day. 



' F. delend. 
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Defaisitate X H£ bissbop of Durham, ' Kandolf he bight, 
iWimeii- Of falshede to mak a gkam, \e wrong ynto ]>e 

fid* 

For be & o)>er fele sent vnto Rdberdy 
{mt stound siild he not spele, sen he |nit tiyng herd. 
Roberd purueid him stille, & com whan he wild. 
^^ )>e folk is alio in wille, ]7e lond }pe to ^^Id. 
)H>rgh messengers fals Roberd gadred oste. 
Henry was warned als, & did kepe \e coste. 
To ]>&fiQe portes be sent, fc bet {mm in couenant, 
{mt aliens suld non bent bauen of Normant. 
\ex sikcnics was fast of ]7e fiue portes, & ))e kyng 
Henry dight bim on baste to \e toun of Hastyog. 
A ka^stellc did vp sette, bis oste longe )>er lay. 
]7ci wend Roberde's flette suld liaf comen bi ]>at way. 
De tnuii- f }>e bissbop )>ouht treson, for warned was Henry* 

tlone EpI- o 1 

idipi. He^trent to Southampton, with bim alle bis clergy. 

)>e maistres of }pe portes for gyftes tille bim toke, 
}>e kyng &.his force for Roberd ))ci forsokc. 
A bundrctli schippes & fiftene went to Normundie, 
To help & to mayntenc ^ duke Roberde's partie. 
Roberd mad him alle preste, j?e wynde gan bim dryue. 
^ first day of bcrueste at Portesmoutb gan be ryue. 
Toward Wyncbestre J>am digbt, bis folk forto eyse, 
In token ]7at be bad mygbt, a kastellc be did reyse. 
To erles & barons lettres be sent aboute. 
For riche rewardons to Roberd gan loutc. 
FuUe fele suilk be fond, \dX with Roberd held. 
Of Inglis of J)is lond agayn Henry bare scheld. 



I L. Randolf. 
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ROBERD bi his letter his bro)«r gan diffie, 
Him ]M>uht his partie better, of him to haf maistrie. 
Bot gode Ansclme, ])at kept of Canterbirie ]>e see, 
Before ^ barons lept, kried, pes per charite. 
}K>rgh oonseile of Anselme, J^at wild )?e comon prowe. 
Ilk auailed his hehnC) & to conseile drowe. 
\>e parties were fuUe stark, neuerlessc )>orgh praierc, 
Henry ^xe )H)usand mark gaf to Roberd bi ;ere. 
]fus gate was )?at werre pesed, withouten lore, 
\>ai noi]ier partie com nerre, I blisse Anselme ]>erfore. 
In couenant of pes, men may welc witen, 
Bituex ]mm noj^les a skrite enselid & writen. 
f Ab Anselme \fe strif gan pes, of ]>e duke & )?e kyng, 
Com Roberd de Beleyse, )H)rgh his ouerwenyng, 
& passed hider ouer ))e se, & in to Wales went, 
lie gadred grete mayne of alle ))at he mot hent. 
|>e Frankb tille him felle, & alle ]>c Walsch fuUe fikclle, 
f^e kastelle Arondelle he seised, & als of Tikclle. 
Cites, burghes & tonnes ageyn kyng Henry 
At Burgh in Schrobschire to werre mad him redy. 
Alle Schobschire held with Roberd de Beleyse, 
Henry lift vp scheld, his kastels did he sayse. 
^ walles did doun felle, ]>e tours bette he doun. 
In J^ritty daies to tdlle, Roberd was taken in toun. 
Within dayes j^ritty taken he was )>orgh spic, 
& led to kyng Henry, don had he felonie, 
& his bw\fer Arnald, (for with Roberd he fore,) 
As for traytours bald )>e lond bo]>e forsuore. 

Vol. I. « Now 
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JN OW is Henry venged of his traytoursj 
& lord of niykelle Jnng, & riche man of tiesoava* 
Maid )« gode quene gaf bin in conseilei 
To luf his folk bituenc, A leue alle his tirpeilc, 
Bere him tille hb barons, \fai hdd of kirn ffei fees^ 
& to lordes of tonnes, tille bui^eiB of Citees. 
porgh counscile of dame Malde, a kynde woman & trewe, 
})er ore vas hatred aide, now gynnes luf alle newe* 
Now luf 1^ fulle wele jfe barons & )»e kyng, 
Ife kyng dos ilk a dele in skille alle ^ biddyng. 
Erce de f Bot Henry bink it stark, hat he is charged so. 
To gy ue J^re }H>U8and mark, & bonden be )?erto. 
)x)rgh oottseile of his barons, he sent to duke Roberd. 
What was his nspons writen, I ne sanh no herd. 
Tuo gentille men of blode, \fe best of Noimuidie, 
Henry gaf gyflcs gode, to hold on bis partie. 
Whan Henry wist ))er wille, bi messengen priue. 
An ostc he purueid stille, & passed oner ^ se. 
He ]x)uht to compas ille ]>e same tille him did he. 
Now salle Roberd fulfiUe, {mft he tok in his cuntre» 
f \^han Henry was ryued J'er, J'er he wild ame, 
)H)rgh power did he dryue Roberd out of Kame, 
Bayone rent & fe sone had he lorn, 
]>c best of ])at cuntre tille \)e kyng wer suom. 
Roberd fcle si)>es at ]7at comyng les 
Bo|7e londes & lij^es, or he mot haf )>e pes. 
If he ne were )x>rgh help of William de Martayn, 
& Roberd de Beleyse halp him with myght & mayn. 

pise 
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^ise tno went to Francei & fonden at Parys, 

Als it was )»r gode chance, Sir Philip sonne Lowys* 

For Roberd \e\ bisouht of locour & mercic, 

Sir Lowys failed nouht, his help was him redie* 

Lowys wrote his letter ynto \e kyng Henry, 

\nd ]?ei acorded better, for his luf specially. 

)?e bisshop of Parys \q pes )7an formed he, 

'^ If ])ei at his auys bol'e wild paied be, 

^^ Roberd salle cleyme all quite Xo Henry bifor vs bere^ 

« J^re )H)usand mark be skrite }>e Henry gaf bi jere, 

^< |mt Roberd, ne non of hise, salle ask Flenry ]>e kyng 

^* y\& dettc on non wise, peny no fcfj^ing. 

fY HAN })is barette was cnt, |>c bisshop tok his leue^ 
& Henry home went, to no mo wild he greue* 
\^ londes wild he noiiht Jt'ld, ]mt he of Roberd wan, 
Bot haf }>am he wilde, & hold for any man. 
Sen |>at Henry was gone, Roberd went to France 
To Sir Ijowys on one» & told him JTat greuance : 
& Sir Lowys {^erfore liad him tillc Ingland go, 
To praye Henry restore ^o tonnes he tok him fro. 
Roberd tille Ingland kam, & bisouht )?e kyng 
}k> fees he fro him nam, restore ageyn }>at )>ing. 
Henry ansuerd nay, ])crto were him lothe. 
& Roberd went ' awith» with William was he wrothc. 
Whan he sauh, )?at Roberd for wroth turned so sone^ 
& no J^ing ansuerd, bot to wend was alte bone, 
Henry mad him ;are« & after him fulle sui})e 
To Normundic to fare, & se what he wild ki)>e, 
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& duelled ^r a jere biside Roberd his broj^er, 

}mt noi]>er werre wo did )>c ton (o )?e to))er. 
f In allc ]7is ilk chek of Roberd & Henryi 

Bituex )?ani wex oontek, f^ kyng & )^ clergy. 

I'c kyng in )>e courte of })e lay ]>e clerkes wild justisc*. 

Saynt Anselm said him nay, he wild on no wise. 

|)e kyng on gan hald, to haf )?ani at bis dome. 

S. Anselm J^erfor appeld vnto )>e courte of Rome. 
f Whan he had sped his nedis, & fro )>e courte comen, 

I'c kyng for oifcx dedis to Normundie was nomen. 

Anselm duelled nouht, bot sone ouer }pe se 

To )>e kyng tilling brouht, what \exoi suld be. 

]>e bisshop schewed him skille, ]mt he mayntend }pt ille. 

)>e kyng consented )>er tille, & gaf Anselm his wille. 

)x>rgh Anselm maytenyng was |>e contek ent. 

He tok leue at ]>e kyng, & liome to Inglond went. 

}?e kyng his rctenanz alle tillc him he droub 

Of IngHs& Normanz, &gadrcd folk inouh. 

Whan he had samned his oste of folk fer & nere. 

He seged bi })at coste |>c kastelle of Tenkere. 

Whilom Wiliam Mortayn J>crof lord was, 

l^e Courthose is vnfayn, him l^enk it a trespas. 

}7erfor }pe duke him dight, as man of grcte value, 

Roberd Beleyse with myghf , j?e sege |>ei wend reniue. 

)>e Mortayn befor spoken, with his ncvow Rcynere, 

)>e scge \e wend haf broken, }>ci com with \^x powere. 
f ]% kyng sauh ])at ]%i kam, his trompes did he blowe, 

To ]>e bataile he nam, Roberd side ^ede lowe. 



Roberd 
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Robcrd side ^cde doun^ for lie bitrayed was. 

His owen men did treson, )>e kyng him tok, alias ! 

Now taken is Roberd, & brouht vnto prison, 

At Corue his kastelle sperd depe in a dongeoii. 

William ]>e Mortayn he skapes with no gile. 

Fettered he is certayn Robcrd of Stotenile. 

& Sir William Crispyn with ]fe duke was ledy 

Togider prisonetl in ^eres & dayes }>am fed 

}>e kyng jmm )>er in mete & cloth inoub» 

jmt ncucr }>ei were o twjnne> mtille ded ])am sloub. 

OfFEN I haf herd told of )>is duke Roberd, 
So gode knyght no so bold was non in alle))e werld^ 
A^cyn ]fe Sarazins in bataile forto go, 
^ow he ligges in pynes, sorow wille him slo. 
Why felle him suilk chancei & )>is ilk mishap ? 
For of Gode*s ordinance he forsoke )>e schap. 
(fode*8 grace he forsoke for ^emyng of pis lond. 
Vengeance ))erfor he tok at hb endyng he fond. 

At ' Coue is Roberd dede, ]>e maner of hb endyng 
My boke it me forbede to telle \>etof no ]>ing. 
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' L. Come. Others say Caerm 
diffin South- Wales, See vhai is 
said about his death in p. 420, 
443. of Rob. of Glow. To which 
may be here addedy thai as nei» 
ther Robert of Gloucester ^ nor 
the Chronicle of Peter Lantoft 
(that I nqw publish) satfy thai 



Robert Duke of Normandy's 
Eyes were pulled out^ so neither 
does John Rastallsay any thing 
of that matter, as well knowing 
(and Sir Tho. More too had told 
him the truth of that part of 
our History) that the Story wa$ 
not vouch'd by tuck Uittorkmty 

H I 



102 



Henricus primus Rex. 



as came nearest to Duke Ro» 
berVs time. But I shall put 
down the Words of Rastall at 
large J because theif will give 
some light to the Reader as he 
is perusing this work of Peter 
LfUngtoft, f In the seconde 
yere of his [flen. the First^s"] 
reygne Robert Courteyse his 
brother duke of Normaudye | 
irhiche had ben longe tyme oc 
cupyed in warre agaynst Chrys- 
tes enemyes hauynge worde of 
the dethe of his brother wyl. 
lyam Riifus | aqd th^t his 
brother henry had takyn vp. 
on hym to be kynge of Kng- 
lande | made preparacyon in 
Normandye and came ouer 
into Knglande with a great 
hoost to chalenge the crowiie. 
But by mediacyon of the 
lordes | it was agreed that 
Robert shulde haue cuory 
yere durynge his life. iii. M. 
markes | as was promysed 
hym before by kynge w)l- 
lyam his brother. And who 
80 euer lyued longest to be 
others heyre. And sone after 
that I this Robert d<^paried 
agayne into Normandye. 
This Robert by his man- 
hode I d}'d many notable 
actes I and specially at the 
wynnynge of the citye of A- 
con vpon the myscreantes & 
Turkes | and was chosyii 
kynge of Jerusalem | whichc 



he refused to tike Tpon him. 
In this tyme beguk great 
warre in Normandye be* 
twene "kyng Henry 8c kynge 
Philyp of Fraunce | but kyng 
Philyp sone after dyed. % 
About the. iiii. yere of this 
kyng I Robert Cnrteyse came 
into England agayne | to 
his brother henry whiche 
made hym great chere that 
before that Robert departed | 
he released to his brother the 
fo renamed trybute of. ill. M. 
markes | & departed agayne 
into Normandye. After this 
a great Tar}'aunce fell be- 
twene this Rol>ert and his 
lordes in Normandye that 
they sent vnto kyng henry his 
brother wyllynge for to come 
into Normandye | & they wolde 
delyuer h^-m the contrey. 
And also by the intyssement 
of yll tale tellers | a great va. 
ryaunce fell betwene 
kynge henry k his j,^^^, j^ 
brother Robert | Nonnan- 
that the kynge dye. 
with a groat armye 
say led into Normandye | & 
with the helpe of the lordes 
there | chased his brother Ro. 
bert from place to place j and 
wanne from hym Roan | 
Cane | F^loys | and ail the 
good townes &. many castels. 
Hut at the last this Robert 
gaue battell to kynge hen. 

ry I 
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A hardy knygbt ivas het oaer all bare \)e pris, 
At Jerusalem Cite, opon Code's enmys. 
Godferay Bolion said, that many man it herd^ 
^^ More my triste is laid on ^ duke Roberd, 
*' & I bad grete nede ageyn jfe Sarazines to go, 
^^ & better suld he spede )mn a hundreth mo. 
^* Take him jfe kepyng )« coroun of Jerusalem, , 
^* For seke is the kyng, of him is no bote of beem. 
f \*e )nid day of Aduent, bifor Criste's messei Rcce qua- 

pe kyng a seknes hent, ]>e dede him tok alle fresse. b^tn de- 

pe folk of pat Cite to God mad orisoun, ciam & e- 

lectiooan 

At pe temple domince with godc deuocioun, Dd. 

Who l^an were worj^i }« coroune forto haue, 

Ageyn }« paemy )« Cristendam to saue, 

Godfrey & Roberd^ & lered men & lewed, 

& God )>er praieres herd, & to ))am alle schewed. 

A brightnesse com fro heuen, & on Roberd light, 

)?re tymes alle euen, )iat alle sauh it with sight. 

\n% \nX al)e mot se ]>e light on Roberd toke, 

Yngracious man was he, |^ris he it fcnrsoke. 

\QTg\i conseile of som of hise, refused he \bX present, 

\A said, on o)>er wise he salle haf auaqoenientft 



Yj I jnthcwhlche 
duke Rq- batte)l this Ro- 

bert taken bert If as takyn 
prisoner. ^^ ^„^ ^^^^ 

intq Englande | 
and kept in prison in the ca. 
stell of Cardifie in walys | 
by the space of. xxYiil. yere 



where he after dyed without 
yssne of his body | and was 
barye4 at Gloucester. And 
when this Ro.bert was tak« 
yn I the kyog^ Henry seasyd 
alle Nqrmandye into his 
owi\e h^ndes. 

H 4 Godfrey 
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Godfrey was <^H(}> to Robcrd spak fuUc lite, 

^' Withouten any essoync, vengeance salle falle J^e not lite« 

^^ Forsakes }k>u Codecs gyft, }h>u dos liiin grete despite. 

])us sayd Godfrey of Bolyon, his hert was fulle of site. 

Forsoth vengeanc? he fond, of Criste )?e grace he les. 

For conetise of }^is lond, his mischone he ches. 

Of Roberd is no speyre to mak of parlement. 

His hvolper Henry is Iieyre of alle his tenement^ 

Of allc Normundie, withouten geynsayng, 

Als hcyr of anccstric, Henry seysed ]?at )>ing. 



i^ONE jmn was it told vnto ))e kyng of Franoe, 
]mt Roberd I if was sold )>orgh treson & mischance. 
Whan Lowys herd ]mt sawe, })at Robcrd was so dede, 
Ageyn right & la we, tille Henry he misbede. 
For traytours of men Inglis to Lowys |mm bond, 
}>ei hight him forto wisse, how he mot haf ]^is lond. 
He trowed to )?er conseile, at Douere he gan vp ryue^ 
It had bien wro)>erheile, if he ne had went belyue. 
\q kynge's kosyn Thebaut, & Ramlolf Gobion, 
To gyf Lowys assant, samned at Chilyngton. 
Of Wales J>ci had inowc, |mt Sir Lowys gan chace, 
& of his men )7am slowe, to rest ]>ei had no space. 
Vnto ]>e se side chaced {^ei Sir Lowys, 
He durst not abide» no tume Thebald his vis. 
To schip ilkon )>ei went, fulle on lond leued. 
Mot \ei liowjs hent, he snld haf lorn his heued* 



Whan 
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?T HAN Henry herd telle bis of bat gode cbeuysanoe. De Matiid 
Of ' of \q to]>er Inglisy pat conseild Lowys of France^ rki regif. 
)mt suld haf bien bis owen, & mad )« chance ouer grira^ 
& ]>ei wer fulle wele knowen, Jwtt wild haf tresond bim^ 
How Gobion was oerteyn, Thebaut his neuow 8toute» 
Turned Lowjs ageyn, of lond \ti chaced him oute^ 
Si)>en with grete nobley, & with mykelle honoiue« 
Henry toke bis way toward \t EmperourCy 
To ^ Emperour of Almayn his doubter to gyue* 
Malde bight |mt maydoi, a fayrer mot non lyue. 
Jmt mayden moder bight Maid \e gode quene, 
Lady to roaynten right sen sho was has non bene« 
Now has kyng Henry, ]H>rgh \\& weddyng, 
Grete power & party agcyns a lordyng. 
i[ Now Henry kyng lene nam at \e Emperour Henry, 
& bis Sonne William, & went to Normundy. 
He gaf William bis sonne with skrite & ' f seele fulle fie 
To hold, als it was wonne, alle Normundie in fe. 
To Thebaud of Plesance left with him of hk meyne, 
& yntille Inglond eft be turned ouer \t se. 



Demorte 
Mmtildb 



XN his seuentend jcre )?at be regncd kyng, 

Malde \t quene bis pere in God scho did endyng. it^'M 

At London at Saynt Poule^s in toumbe is scho laid, 

Criste Jmn haf hir soule meusk of bir men said. 

If any man wiUe witen, & se of bir storie^ 

At Westmynster written er \ei redilie. 



' Dth. > Sk. Sed t. deknd. eti. 
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f Now es ))e kyng soif , htr dede dos him fulle gram. 
He g06 to Normandy to bis sonne William. 
Tuo 2^ere he woimes^ & feire coarte fer held, 
Untille holpt his sonnes }Ksr moder dede he tdd. 
& in ^ fnrid ^ere \fekjng to Ii^ond went, 
His somics & ))er powere a no}>er tide )>ei bent. 
^i toke a no]>er tide, alias ! it was oner hard, 
& dronkled bi ))e se side ho]fe WilKaro & Richard. 
Tuo cries & }»er wyncs willi )nim dronkled were, 
& many o]?er lyues in jfe se left jfere. 
William Bigot ]wr felle, Roberd Maudnt I'at bight, 
& Sir Gefirey Ridelle, & Othes \mi was his knyglit. 
]7ise men were of Grode, fed dronkled alle in fere. 
To Ijue non ne ^ode, but on was roarinere. 
\fe bodies with ])er godcs wer costen yp on )>c sond. 
After an ebbe of |>e flode, euer ilkon }»ei fond. 
Tuo sonnes were our kyng born, )mt his heires suM be, 
& bo}>e ere }>ci lorn, for sotli )mt is pite. 

JL O lond com l^e kyng, after }>at passage, 
With many grete lordyng of his baronage. 
Godefrey of Louayn, fe duke J^at ^as doubly, 
Bi messengers tuayn sent to kyng Henry, 
For his doubter Adelayn, J?at wele was J>an of ngc. 
Sir Henry mad ]fe fyne, & mad Jh; mariagc. 
fe may wi(houtcn vice, his weildyiig was weic dight, 
& Malde \>e Empcricc is hcyre of Henry riglit. 
Matiid fm- 5 N Empcrour Henry, J^at Maid has to wyue, 
^^"^ Scho bad no child him by Maid in alle his lyue. 
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}nin died ))e Emperour, Henry for Maid sent 

As Emperioe with honouri Maid tille Ingloiid went. 

Henry was alle glad of his douhter comyng, 

Nouht long sijien scho had praier tor weddyng. 

\e gode erie of Aniowe of Maid herd he say 

Fulle richely to trowe, tille tok his way. 

He ryued vp at Douere, & dight him eft alle bone, 

Whan alle were wele oiiere, to London com he sone« 

]7e erle so wele sped tille our kyng Henry, 

]mt his Sonne suld wed, & Maid was alle redy. 

)>e Emperice was dight, as lady felle to be. , 

With hir went many a knyght tille Aniowe )^t cnntre, 

|>e erle J^is lady gent gaf Henry ' his sonne, 

Alle his tenement, )>at his eldres was wonne. 



' The Author here {a$ he 
does also in many other Places) 
strangely differethfrom other 
JlistorianSy in making Maud 
the Empress to be married to 
Henry Son of the Earl of An^ 
jou^ tchen she was really mar^ 
ried {after the Death of the 
Emperour Henry IF, tcho teas 
her Jirst husband) to Geffrey 
Plantagenet Earl of Af\fou^ 
son of Foulk King of Jerum 
salem. Hence John Rastall 
(in his most scarce Chronicle) 
Tsrites thus : 9 About the. xii. 
yerc [of Hen. L) there was a 
great counsell called in Lon- 
don I for the correccyoD of the 
Ticyous lyuynge of preestes 



to be done by the kysg^ 
ofiycers. Sone after this 
Henry the Emperour dyed | 
& M4ude the empresse cam* 
to her father kynge henry | 
whiche caused Daoyd the kynge 
of Scotlande and the more 
parte of the lordes of Englande 
to do othe and fealte to the 
Empresse | and to kepe the 
lande to her if the kynge dyed 
without issue male. 

9 Also about the. xxTiti. 
yere | one Geffrey Plantage, 
net erle of Angeo maryed the 
sayd Maude and after by her 
had issue Henry | w^iche 
henry after fkynge Steuyn 
was kynge of Englande. 

Whan 
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Whan \e &der had cnt alle at bis auys, 

To \t holy lond he went, & died o7i Gcxie's enmys. 

JljLeNRY his Sonne & Molde, Jmt held \e seignorir, 

A Sonne })ei had fulle bolde, & his name Henrie* 

Si)>en had \c\ a noj^er, ))at )>ei cald William, 

}mt was Ilrnry bro)7er, bo|>c of Maid cam. 

Hir fader )>e kyng loiied \q childrc so, 

]mt he wild for no j^ing }pQ sight of j^am forgo. 

PE kyng went at the Uist vnto Normundic, 
& praied his douhter fast, to bere him companie ; 
& hir sonnes bo|>e, Henry & William, 
\t\ were him nere bo)>e, gladly with him \f\ nam. 
Henry regned here J?rit(y jere & fiuc, 
& l^re monef'es sere, in J^is feblc lyiie. 
I^e dede euclc him toke, he died at hb day, 
}fe body did })ei loke, })at long aboiien eri'e lay* 
On bere lay kyng Henry, on berc bi^ond }pt sc, 
fKit non wist oerteynly, who his heyr suld be. 
Of Maid som had )?e spcyrc, ]>e erle wif of Aniowe, 
Hir sone Henry & heyre of him was maste to trowe. 
So long he lay ou bere, for doute of his lynage, 
Tille men ]?e soth mot here, who suld haf \e heritage. 
Els I ne wote for wham, his biriyng suld men schonne, 
De morte Tille Sleuen of Plesance cam, bat was his sister sonne. 

HraHci ' ' 

primi per Steuen com for ))e nons, \\s lond Xo haf he )H)uht. 
After were Henry bpnes to Redynge's abbay brouht. 



His 
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His bones did lie lay in a toumbc of honour, 
It was his owen abbay, J^erof he was ' foundour. 

Henry is at his reste, his soulc at Criste's wille, 

& Steuen wille do his beste, in Inglond leues he stille* 

Thebaud, Steuen bro})er, as crie in his cuntre. 

Of o side ne of o)>er no Ying deles he. 

Henry of Aniowe fakes conscile at frendes, 

With Malde, )>at is so trowe, to Snynt Dcnys he wcndes, 

& his Sonne Henry, \f3i men helde of grete pris, 

]>ei gaf him Normundie bifor ]>e kyng Lowys, 

& tille his heyres for ay, to hold of ]>e kyng of France. 

And on \)e to)?er day men tcld him of a chance, 

ysit Gerard of Peiters )>e crle March is had fet, 

Aniowe with jfer souders was alle biseged & set. 

Whan Henry herd telle, he tok leuc at Lowys, 

Bot Maid sclio gan duelle at |>e caslelle Sir Amys, 

I'at was duke of Gaynes, Henry cosyn ]H>rgh right. 

Tosuffre Henry paynes he hette him alle his myght. 

Also \)e duke Henry with his faderc ;ede, 

With help of Normundie, \>e better mot he spede. 
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dffavia. 



' f This kynge heury the 
fyrst I buylded the Abbey of 
Redynge | & released the En. 
glysshemen the Dane gelt. 
Also this kyoge henry beynge 
in Normandye in the xzxv. 
yere of his reyne | the se- 
#onde day of December in 



the yere of Chryst. M .C.xxxv, 
dyed. Some say he dyed of a 
surfet I and some wrytcrs say 
that it was by a fall of a 
horse | and his body was 
brought into Englande | and 
is buryed in the Abbay of Re. 
dynge. J. Roiiall in his Chr. 

Bot 
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fiot William, Henry bro)«r, died, & )«n was wo, 
\>e werrc with alle \f6 iopet lasted fiae ^ere & mo. 
In alle)>b ilk tirpelle wex Steuen a fulle wise man, 
)x>rgh quainti8e& conseile ]>e coroune of Inglond wan, 
jfe date of Jhesa pundred, )^t men tellis bi, 
A }H>u8and & a hundred & sex & j^ritti. 

De co^orn^ ON Saynt Steuen day, witliouten any conquest^ 

eione Sto* 

V^^^ \>e barons on gode aray at London road )^ feste, 

)H>rgIi conseile of ilkon, )nd gaf Steuen )>e corouoj 
Heyre was be non, no )>ertille had lesonn. 
^ Emperioe sonne Henry he had right jM^rtille, 
Bot right jede \>er forby, ]>e barons did no skiUe. 

De jarm. f Bot sen his corounyug tille Oxenford he forej 

mento Rf^ 

f '»• & fer Steuen \fe kyng bifor ]>e clergie suore, 

)nit if a bisshopriche vacant wer jfe se, 
)>e kyng, no non of his, suld chalange )»it of fe, 
With wrong no with right, of non jmi fro him cam. 
So help him God alle myght, & )iat halidam. 

f A no}>er oth not lefte, )^ clergie did him karke, 
jmi wodes ne foreste, withouten palaised parke, 
l>e comon folk suld queme on & o|>er in fere, 
]>c kyng no man suld deme in courte for wilde dere. 
Clerk ne lewed man for no wilde beste. 
For comon \fe folk it wan wod open 8c forest. 

1 )>e pTid poynt \>ei wild» to suere he was dryuen, 
]>at ]>e Danegelde for euer suld be forgyaen, 
& of ' of ilk a hide tno schillynges ])at he toke 
Suld neuer eft betide, he suore \>at ou\>e boke^ 

'^. ' "" Na 
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Ne costom no seniise of }>ing ]mt he forgaf» 
)>at noi)>er he no liise stild chalange rif no raf. 
Of som poyntes he spak, & suore vnto ^ clergie. 
f'at ilk jere he it brak ]^ kyng in som partic* 



fY HAN wrathed Steuen with Dauid of Scotland, 
}7at wild not tille him cheuen, no bowc vnto his hand. 
Dauid vnto Maid had mad his homage, 
Steuen was in defaut, to Dauid did outrage* 
Bot Henry Dauid sonne, {mt his heyr suld be, 
Contek for to schonne, to Steuen mad feaute. 
Steuen sauh his skille, {mt Henry did resouil, 
With alle fmt longed ]«r tille he gaf him Huntyngtoun* 
Flenry of Hunlyngton he wrote }>e gestes olde, 
& sais in his sermon )^t newe ere now tolde. 
A bisshop of Lyncoln, Alisaundre he hight, 
])at non suld be forholn, he praied him if he myght. 
In Alisaundre tyme kam, & Henrie's \e oompilour 
Ros )?e ordre of Seropynghani {Torgh Gilbert )>e confessonr. 
Saynt Margrete story sais Dauid of hir kara, 
Of Dauid kyng Henry, of Henry com William, 
Of William Alisandre, & Alisandre of him, 
|>at wedded kyng Edward sistir, )>at was )« Scottis grim* 
)>Ls is \c Genclogie fro S. Margarete \e quene 
Of kynges hi & bi in kynde ))at has bene. 
Now of Steuen to speke turne we eft ageyn, 
Our tale wille wc no breke, bot telle forth \e certeya. 
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^T Pask in London }e kyng his feste bdd, 
With erle & baron, mth knyght J^at was of sclidd. 
Was non j^i ))ider ^ode, ))at holden was of pris, 
]mt he ne had gyftes gode of Steiien )>at was wys« 
After yiB fest praised Steuen with alle his here, 
]^ Gsistellis he seised, ]fsii he hat neuer ere. 
& Baudewyn of Beduere he flemed fro loan & fidde, 
A kestelle with powere ageyn \fe kyng held| 
\fe kastclle tille him toke, Baudwyn had it lorn. 
Here how \fe kyng forspke his oth )mt he had suom. 
"Pmanim f In Huntyngtonschire ]>e kyng in \>3i forest 

€it Rex* 

A moiieth hiy, to spire for wod & wilde beste. 
Forsters did somoun, enqaered vp & doun, 
Whitk men of toun had taken his venysoan, 
& who ))at was gilty )H>rgh \fe foresters sawe, 
Mercied was fiille hi, & don ' 8c fulle grete awe. 
I'us he brak his avowe, \fai he to God had suorn. 
For a buske or a bowe }»at he forgaf befom. 

OPON ))is ilk syn to Normundie he went. 

))o serganz he fond )>erin, he exiled {mm & schent, 

Yoi had kept ]>e land )H>rgh Maid ]>c Empericc, 

fmt were hir wele willand were putt out of office. 

Si])en he went to Fraunoe, & com vnto Parys, 

& ]>er acordance bituex him & Lowys, 

& gaf it Eustace his sonne alle Normundie in fe. 

To hold, as it was wonne, of Lowys for ieaute. 

])e kyng for his seruise conformed his gyft, 

& on ^is ilk wise Eustace to duke was lift. 

■F.iaftdl«. l>e 
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1 ]>e \tv\ jere of his regne he com io Ingland, 
Bedford he beseged, & wan it to his hand* 
Si|«n dight him to Scotland, & roykelle folk him wit, 
& slouh atle ]?at he fand for luf of kyng Dauid. 
For he mot neuer drawe Dauid tille homage. 
Dauid did hot lawe, Maid had his seniage. 
Tille Maid with alle his myght for lefe or for loth, 
For scho was hey re J'orgh right, to hir he held his oth* 
He sauh he myght not spede, & Dauid com no nerre, 
To Wales sui]^ he ;ede, and on J^am gan werre. 

oTEUEN stoutly deles, in stcdes ]H>r he kcnnes, 
l^at ageyn him holdes kasteles oiT ))am ra]>ely rennes* 
In Herford fuUe stoutely his gannok has yp set. 
With Roberd fitz Henry Steucn so with him met, 
))at Bristow kastelle & toun, whedir he wild or non, 
& slede with alle )7e honour, & o}>er sex ilkon, 
Carro, Lodelow toun, Schrobesbiri & Warwik, 
Dunford & Maltone, Steuen wan )>am ilk a stik, 
& ]h> Jmt \e casteles kept, in penance J^ei soiorned, 
YdX eft not on him lept, to Wynchestre he toumed* 
At Wynchestre he spires, his frendcs drawes tille him» 
For folk of fele schires agcn him tumes grim, 
f Whan Dauid of Scotland herd ))e soth sawe, 
l^at Steuen was duelland in )>e South grete J^rawe, 
J>e folk ferly mykelle ageyn him ]>ei ros, 
& Dauid herte gan tikelle, j^at him wcx felc fos. 
FuUe son nt Rokesburghe his parlcmcnt ho helde, 
J?e ' solk did somon )x)rgh of tuenty wynter clde. 
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He bad, )7at non alone brcke out of )>e rengaile* 
William of Almarte acordes io frnt consaile. 
To while \9i ))ise men bold with \et folk gan daile. 
Sir Robert de Bras \t old to Dauid gan trauaile. 
Here now of }fe Brus, how he Dauid gan saile. 
With word )mt was Irus, if it mot out auaile. 
f *^ Dauid my lordyng, land I hold of ^, 
^^ & als of Steuen kyng, for hamage A; fi»ttte* 
*' Leue alle J^is foly, )>at }h>u here bigynnes^ 
^^ \\ji heyres salle it by, & )k>u no {^yng Wynnes.. 
D« eooBiiio *^ & lokc, \di ]h>u not kse of lond \\& ilk day, 
Bnn. *' ^ best I rede )k>u chese, \v lif sane if }H>a may. 

'^ For Inglis & Normant er stalworth men in stoare^ 

^' It is folk valiant, ouer alle ))ei here )>e floure* 

*^ For neuer mot ))ou fynde Inglis kyng giloure. 

^* To ))e & to ]7i kynde haf )iei don honoure, 

^^ Londes haf ]>ei gyuen to J^in ancessoure. 

^^ If trespas be misdryuen, & do )>in owen socoure^ 

^^ & I wiile mak amendes, tak a day of louc. 

'< If }>ou ne wille, ]h>u spendes, Sc we salle be aboae* 

'^ ]7ou may haf \\ wille, if )h>.u to loue chese, 

^' & if \o\x turne tille ille, non wote who salle lese. 

" VVherfor, ray lord Dauid, do bi gode conseile^ 

*« Tak JO <¥ pes. & grith, & late be }?is tirpeile, 

*' & late not now be spoken of {^e mishap. 

^< For eft it wille be wroken with a hardere Uap* 
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JLlAyiD listend Roberd, to pes fulle ech to drawe, 

Bot on )>er was ansuerd, & sturbled allc }^r sawe, 

William his neueii| a man of proude wille, 

& said, ^< Roberd Ife brn, tray tour hold ]>e stille. 

Roberd said him nay^ .traytour was he non, 

^' Dauid haf gode day, royn homage now is gon. 

He smote his hors with spots, & fleih fro ])at rascaile^ 

& comandid his trompors, to blow ynto bataile. 
H Rauf of Orkeney cried, '^ Inglts go now go, 

<< ft do ))ise Scott is deie, )^i waken vs euer wo. 

]>e Normans were alle glad, J'orgh schet )>am als ]>e ro. 

\e Inglis did as he bad, bifor J^am stode bot fo« 

Almerle his banere sprad, & oj^er barons mo, 

Mikelle blod ]>ci schad of folk )^t }^i gon slo, 

Dauid away fled, ])at bigan alle J^at J^ro, 

Here how a squier sped, sen Dauid fled Jmm fro. 
f A hede )mt was of smyten, ]>at }7is squier fond, 

Priue, }»it non suld witen, in an orfreis it wond, 

& sette it on a spere, in an orfreis ynbiwened, 

& said, '* lo J here I here Dauid kyng heued, 

^^ y\s is )>e hede J'at was of Dauid \e Scottis kyng. 

)7e Scottis said, ^^ alias ! }>ts is a grete encumberyng. 

))e Scottis \dX stode fer fro, & )>e hede biheld, 

Fulle wigbtly gan J^ei go, flchand out of ]7c feld. 

Wolgryn & Dufnald for euer more I'd left. 

Of knyght no squier bald oniyue non \tv left. 

|>e Scottis whan J^ei cam, bestes ouer alle ]>ei toke, 

Hors & nete alle samen bifor }^r oste \q\ schoke. 

I 3 \A 
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yd did it for a wile, |>orgh 8c \forgh toun, 
To put bestes in perile, oar folk to here douiir 
Our men herd it say, \fei were warned befom. 
In ilk 6trete & way )>ei ordeynd an er)>e horn. 
Whan ]>e com jmm blewe^ \>e bestes ageyn fled, 
\^ Scottifl men doun thewe, for roryng wer )^ dmif 
)>e bestit J'orgh J^am ^ede, & oner ^ rascaile ran^ 
jfe Inglib after with dedei Sc slouh \mm ilk a man. 
\nB was at Kouton more, )^t \fe erffe homes blewe. 
)>er ]fe Scottis misfore, men telle ]« tale jit newe. 
Sir Hentf^ Dauid sonne, \>e romance sais 86 )^ie. 
His dedh Were more to mone» \mn sex ]>e best )«r ifvere. 
Our barons had \>e pris, with )?am held \>e right, 
{'e Scottis side doun lis, ]^i Jmnked God all myght. 
i)c capci- f be moneth of heruest was Dauid disoonfite, 

•nr David, ^ ' ' 

Ac dc Rw- be next Tole alle preste Steuen di^ht him fulle tite, 
strphaiii. & tille Scotlond went, & tok he k^ng Dauid, 

& tille Inglond him sent, his sonne Henry him wit. 
f A sonne had Steuen \>e kyng, Eustace was his name. 
In arraes gode gynnyng, of pruesse had he fiune, 
Lowys doubter of France Eustace tok to wife, 
Steuen for )mt chance was more stouter in strife. 
Alisander, )7at was bissbop of Lyncoln schire, 
I ne wote for what trespas, ]>e kyng tille him had ire, 
Sleford & Neuwerk ])e ky^g reft him ]>o tueyn, 
At Wynchestere ^'orgh cofiseile he had )>am bo))e ageyn. 
^^jj^jj^ f )mt ilk tyme so felle Maid jje Emperice com folond, 
'\n'iiain ^^ castcllc of Arondcllc open ageyn hir fond. 
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Whan Steueo yndentode Maid was in Arondelte^ 
With mykelle folk & gode ' big^cd )?at kastelle. 
Maid }H>uht of \\h stoure, scho bi)H)uht hir straite, 
6c douted dishonoure, )mt root coro |H>rgh dkceite. 
Scho did hir to Bristow, & duellid o\ti half jere, 
& ]>ider fro Anjowe com hire a mesaengere, 
& told io Maid here, )»t scho fulle wele trod^ 

r lord lay on bere, his soule bitaken God| 
& Henry hire sonne had \t heritage. 
To hold as it was wonne, don was bis homage. 
Ifald in Bristow lettres fast sendes, 
Bi messengers trowe, forto procore frendes, Mbit bMo- 

, lUbvi pro 

To burgeis & citez (]7e wardeyns alle scho fireisteS)) aaziiio. 

& to.lordes of fisez, {mt scho on treistes. 
Of help scho [nun bisouht, in right & leantei 
)^t |iei failed hir nouht, for heyre ^ wist hir \^. 
\t barons said, scho had right in hire askyng* 
Son was |>e contek schad bituex )»un & }>e k]^ng. 
Ilkon on his side to bataile pnrueid him, 
|»it power bad to bide most was stoute & gqDi* 
f Sir William of Almarle wex a stoute sire. 
He jerned to haue alle Lyncolnschire, 
Ageyn Gilbert \t Gaunt reised bis banere. 
Gilbert was yaliaunt, ageyn him iuUe austere. 
Gilbert had ]>e erledam J^at tyme of heritage. 
Bituex him & William was don many outrage. 
Of Gilbert first to telle, to William did he wouh, 
He did brenneHelwdle, & William broJTer slouh. 

•5fc. 
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l>e castelle of Bitham to Gilbert j^oldcn was* 

It longed to William^ )^t tyme felle him f^at cas^ 

liV^ILLIAM of Almarle J^at tyme Northward rode, 
])e castelle of Hundmanby he cast doun alle o brode. 
Sir Eustace le fitz Jon at ]faX dede was. 
More him, \fan ilkon, \>e wited ]mt trespas. 
Who so was wro]?e, or oj^er, biforn, for any chance, 
Hb enmy \>e toj^ere toke }>an his vengeance. 
)k> \>ai Iiifed werryng mad parties ay bituen, 
Som held with Steuen ]>c kyng, & som withiMald J^e queiiCi 
For erles & barons, |?at were of Malde's kynde, 
Souht citez & touns, ]>e kyng if )x;i mot fynde. 
Hir frendes fulle fast waited aboutc & woke, 
& Maid at J^e last kyng Steuen scho toko, 
& led him to Bristbw, & did him J^er in hold. 
In prison, I trowe, ]?orgh J>e quene Mold, 
' }>an ]>e riche & pouere, & alle comonly, 
* For Berwik to Doucre held hir for lady, 
f Whan \>e lond gan hir loute, & alle was at hir wille, 
jfdLU bare scho hir ouer stoute, & wild vnto no skille. 
For or ]>ai jere was gon, scho bare hir so stoute, 
\>eLi ]>e Lundrcis ilkon of London drof hir oute. 
Maid ]>orgh )>oLundreis fro London is katched. 
With hors & herneis Bristow has scho latched. 
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What for ire & tene» Sc alle in euelle wille, 
Scbo stokked kyng Steuen, & )^r did scho ille. 

rN OW tornes eft Mold io Wyncester fulle stoutei De Matii- 

de Iaiper»> 

& Steuen out of \eX hold quaintly skaped oute, trice. 

Roberd went hir with, Malde's half bro]>er, 

& )>e kyng Dauid of Scotland was ^ to)^r. 

At Wynchester gan scho dudle, biseged ]>e castelle : 

)« Londreis herd it telle, & ^ared {mm fulle welle. 

With gode aparaile of alle ))at }pe\ mot gete« 

\e sege \e\ gan assaile, & tok hir at )>e mete. 

Roberd ]9er was taken in to )7e Londreis hand, 

Bot Dauid was wele waken, he fled fast to Scotland, 

Alle J'orgb Chestreschire, he fled io Louthian. 

A preste was with hire, )>at Maid fro )>am wan. 

Maid & Roberd Louelle tille Oxenford \A fled, 

& seised ]>e castelle, & Steuen fast him sped, 

& gadred him an oste, & went vnto Wilton, 

& did reise in f^at coste a stal worth donjon. 

Maid wbt l^at fulle wde, hir barons ))idcr sent, 

& Steuen left ilka dele, & to Northampton went. 

William Marschalle o chance was taken at )^t turne : 

He gaf for his delyuerance \q castelle of Schirburne. 

Folk bi^ond ))e se, )>at were of Steuen's kynde, 

Tille him com grete plente, & oj^er )7at \ei mot fynde. 

Steuen with his power tille Qxenford gan scbake. 

His sege he set plener, )>e castelle forto take. 

\e Emperice it held, was it ])e wynter tide, 

\e snowe lay in )>e feld, J^e water frese biaidc. 
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ffe lady had defiinte Ix^ of mete & drynky 
& scho died |ier anaute, hunger was at pe bryidk. 
8cho a^Ded hir oonseile, what was }«r of to rede» 
<< Steuoi wille vs traueile, ft famen tb to dede. 
Non ne coath ne wild conseile on no partie, 
Bo \fe castelle to ^eld, & ask }« kyqg mereie. 
)nU ne wild scho nouht, hir herte was so stoote. 
Bot here now how scho wrooht, & how «cho pMM^ pult, 
I A falle sekxmth lede tok at fair owen herte^ 
Scho left for life no dede, ne colde )»t was ao wmmtm* 
Sone after mydnyght^ Jntt crowe suld ^ cdc. 
In ]« snowe for syght scho jede out in hir snokr 
Oaere )» water of Temse, )iat froien was iySf 
Withonten kirleUe or kemse, saue kouerchef allt bare wis. 
To WalyngfiNrd scho wan, &; )« scho left a whilet 
l^e way scho 2ed & ran, on length it is ten mile. 
& Steuen )>e castelle wan of )»m euer ilkon. 
I'd gelded it ilk man, ' wham dam Maid was gon. 

X.N }>is tyme had Steuen rcgned auht ^ere in alle, 
Lered & lewed were euen, & pere & paringalJe ; 
So ]}at knyght & squiere, if \fei powere mot make^ 
Of holy kyrke pleynere tok f^at )iei mot take. 
JHi pape jmn herd ]>e pleynt, be sent bider a legate. 
At London ]>ei wcr atteynt, decre was road for ])ate, 
^if any lowed man laid hand opon clerk, 
Or with ille on ran, ]nA of corun had roerk, 
He suld not escape, I'orgh bissbop granted fre, 
Of non bot of ]>e pape myght he assoyled be. 

« F. whan. K^ 
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\e k^ng it was herd, & chastised bis meyney 
Sc o)w afterward left of )«r nyoeie. 

7hER after half a jere ^ clergie had gode pes, 

}^t noi)^er wo no werre non on (mm gan pres. 

Bot GdSxty of Maundeuile ]>e kyng Steuen him reft 

His baronie, )Mit while roUierie with Job was left. 

\e abbay of Rameseie M nyght be robbed it, 

\e tresore bare aweie with hand \t\ myght on hit* 

Abbote & priour & monke J^ei did out chace. 

Of holy kirke a toure to theft }pt\ mad it pbce. 

Roberd be Marmion he same wayes did he, Deiubcrto 

He robbed jKHrgh treson ]w kirke of Gonentre. 

Here now of \t\t schame, what chance bifelle. 

}^ story sais )>e same, soth as ^ gospelle. 
1 Roberd \t Marmyon he lepe yp on his stede, 

]>orgh Coaentre ])at toun ynto \t kirke he 2^* 

He comandid his men, to dryue out ))e oouent, 

1^ godes him biken, )»tt )>ei mot tak or bent. 

Whan \A had inonh, als mykelle as ))ei mot leda 

f^at }>ei of herneis dronh, to go |«i gan \B,m spede. 

He turned his bridelle wi]? querte, he wend away haf gone, 

\q dede him smote to \e berte, word spak he neuer none. 
I Geffrey of Maundeuile to fele wroub he wouh, ^ ^\ 

be deuelle raid him his while, with an arowe on him slouh. ^^ 

)» gode bisshop of Cheirtre cursed \\% ilk Geffray, 

His lif out of ^Ha estre in cursyng went away. 

Amulf his sonne was taken als thefe, & brouht in bond, 

Befor ^ kyng forsaken, & exiled out of \\% fend. 
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|>e marschalle of ^m alle, Helys of Saynt Omercy 

To ded J^an gon he falle doun of his destrere. 

}« maistir of ))er pedaile, )>at kirkes brak Sc brrat, 

& abbeis gan assaile, monkes slouh & schenti 

Was bom in Pikardie, & his name Reyuere^ 

In suilk felonie gadred grete auere. 

He had what he wild, & was of wendyng ^are^ 

& had a schipe wele filled, ouer \e flode to hxe. 

])er in was wif & childe, & tresore wikly wonnen. 

So com a tempest wilde, his schip had alle ouer loonen. 

)« maryner was ogast, \?X schip )^t wild not go. 

Lotfs did \t\ kast, for whom J'ei had )7al wo« 

\t lote felle on Reyuere, & on his wif also« 

\i\& kast at tymes sere, selle it on ])am tuo. 

|>E schip man wist wele, ))e tempest )>at ]nm sraote. 

For )>am com ilk a dele, he did )>an tak a bote, 

& did ))am alle })eriD, Reyuer & his gode, 

& whan ])ci were o tuyn, l^er schip ferd on \e flode* 

Reyuer & his wif doun (ille hellef'ei sank, 

For his wikkcd lif ]?c Deuelle gald him }>at ]mnk. 

XN his tende jcre a hatrex wex alle hote, 
)?e kyng fuUe austere ageyu Sir Hugh Bigote. 
\e kyug did not wele, with ^ wrong he wrouht ; 
Amcndes he mad som dele, but of }>e most right nought 
f Rauf \e erle of Chestre, & J?e kyng were wroth, 
In his elleuend jcrc, \^ wend haf acorded both 
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In alle maner of ]>ing, ]mt Rauf felt him filed. 
Bot here now how )>e kyng Rauf \e erle bailed : 
Unto Northampton Rauf to courte kam. 
]« kyng, J'orgh treson, Rauf )>er he nam, 
& held him tille he ;ald of Lyncolne \e castclle^ 
& plenerly haf he wald )>e rentis \?X )>erto felle. 
1 \e tnelft jere of his regne at ;ole he held his feste 
At Lyncolne, as in signe, )>at it was his conqueste* 
Sone after ]^t feste, )>at he \ex seysen tok, 
)>e courte, moste & leste, tille Arundelle )>ei schoke. 
)>at \e kyng was gone, Rauf herd sone say, 
To Lyncoln forth on one Rauf )>an tok his way, 
& reised a mangnd, to kast ynto )>e toure. 
\t burgeis were fuUe felle, \fi j^ld him hard stouro* 
\t Gyour of his oste at )>at saut was slayn, 
& Rauf, for alle his boste, fuUe fast fled agayn» 

Ml he ;ere next on hand jede ])e kyng of France Ecce k<w 

To ]>e holy land, with his purueiance. mafcnaTaai 

)>e emperour with Jx) kynges went withouten grace. nwi!^ **" 

)h> & o)7er lordynges mad Jtc grete manace. 
Upon Code's enmys forto tak vengeance. 
JTci sauh J^e payens of pris of so grete purueiance, 
\t Cristen turned for drede withouten dynt of lance. 
Bot here how ]>e pontile spede, God gaf )>am fair chance, 
f )>e poraile ))at went J^ider, frnt had no spendyng, 
f'ei suore ])er oth togider, to lette for no J'ing, 
To wend vnto Spayn, & tuo Citc2 )?ei wan. 
]7e Sarazins was ])er wayn, & slouh J^am ilk a man. 

J>ci 
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)«i 2ede fro lond to londy & non ageyo {min stode. 
)>€ b^ter gnce ])ei fond, )« fierrer y%i ])ei {ode. 
Hidere com ]iat tijTand tille o]>er lordes numynio, 
How inykelle grace ^ fand^ )xit darst J^e Sarwos slo. 
I^e lordes moi haf schame, whan }'ei heid it telle, 
1^ died for Code's name, at home |>ei jede io HeDe. 



Demorte Xn his sextead jerc Steven Jiat ]« lood aoht, 
imperatri- Maid sQho died here, hir souk to God betaaht. 

cit, ft de 

fbnna scri- & hir sonne Henry to load was bo oomeo, 
stephuiiiBi Ye barons & }« clergy tille him alle )« nomeu, 

ft Heoii- 

cmn fiiinm & with ^e kyog Steuea )«i held parlement, 
dt. )>at Henry & he euen acorded or jfd went# 

With skrite was set ]w pes, & ordeynd {nurgh baroan, 

I^at Steuen (iUe his dises of Ingiond said here coroun, 

& his gyft certeyn be holden stabilly. 

To Normundie ageyu sidd turoe ]7e duke Henry, 

& iDgland alle holy after Steuea \>c kyng 

Suld turne to \>e same Henry, withouten geynsaiyag. 

& if ]>ai Henry die, or Steuen mak his deses, 

Henry heyr we scie salle baf ])e lond in pes, 

Coroun forto here, as heyr & eldest sonne, 

U is heritage to were in right, als it was wonne, 

So )7at Steuen ]>c kyng, no non of his heyres, 

For heritage no }>ing salle chalange fcr jTeires. 

|?is dede was enseled bitauht \mm of S. Poule^s, 

y%i wrong were not deled for drede of lif & soules. 



Now 
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IN^O W vendes duke Henry vnto Nornmndie, 

Seysine has ptenerly of aile hb cheaalrfey 

& St€aen leues here, Ingload ii hit balie. 

After in his pM ^ere Stetten fulle nAe gan lie, 

& in Jmt grete hoguour endid he his l\S6f 

Ninetene jere )^ honour he kept in werre & strife. 

At Fenersham he lis, at a heuen in Kent, 

In an abbey Of pris he founded with lond ft rent« 

& Maid \fe Emperice )Nsr )Mm is scho laid, 

Jmt semed )>er office to me, so )di said. 

jfe date a )>ou8and right a hondreth ' & fift]^, Aono. 

Yat Steuen to dede was dight, now comes ]« secnnde Henry. * * 

IV O W is SCe«en dede^ ft lies at Feneisham, Henricw 

J'e barons ]iair red, & after Henry nam. factm at 

To London ^ him brouht with grete solempnite. 

}>e po);)ille him bisouht \>et kyng forto be. 

}fe day of Sa^nt Liger * was Henry corouned kyng, 

Thebald of Canterber gaf him )>e coroune & \fe ryng. 

jfia Henry was Maid sonne, pe erle wif of Aniowe. 

^e Emperice was wonne, & rig|pt heyre forto trowe. 

For Henry donhter scho was, & his heyie J'orgh sight. 

Now €x>mes hir sonne in pas, Henry hir heyr )>orgh right. 



rex. 



' Obiii re vera Stephanut rex 
Oct. 25. 1 1 54. Ipsiut autem re^ 
ginaMatildis defuncta est Matt 
3°. 1 162. apud IledDingham ni. 
mirum tive Henghara, vuigd 
Heniogham, elegant olim ca* 



strum (notahie Camdeno) S^ 
Oxonio! Comiium antiquam 
habiiationemj in agro EstexU 
ensL * Oct. % Sed de tem^ 
pore Coronationit variant hi* 
ttorid. 

Henry 
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Henry has four sonnes, & doubters has be tuo^ 
As \>e story mones^ J^cse ere ]>e names of ]h> s 
Henry & Richard, erle Geffrey & ' Jone^ 
* Ilkon afterward was kyng, & quene ' hot on* . 
Geffrey was no morei bot erle of Bretayn : 
& dame Helianore scho we quen of Spayn* 
Dame ^ Jon was congest, & lady of Cezile. 
\>er fader kyng richest lyuand in alle his while* 
f J^is ilk Henry is told Henry ]>e scecunde. 
So riche a prince in wold in j^is lond si])ea non funde 
Aniowe & Normundie alle holy he held, 
Of Gascoyne ]>e seignorie bowed vnto his scheld. 
Ilk a knyght & squiere> clcrkes were to him suom* * 
\fan was his Chancelere Thomos of London Inmi, 
Saynt Thoma fader I fynd bight Thomas Beket^ 
In London of noble kynd, & maste of alle was let.. 
A riche man be was, mot spend }>re hundreth pound s.. 
Krsdeken his sonne Thomas of Canterbiri }?at stound^ 
In alle manere cause he sought ])e right in skille^ 
To gile no to fraude wild he neuer tille. 



'John. * Perperam, Nam* 
ires duntaxat reges eranf^ GaL 
fridus vero Britannice tantum* 
modo Comes sive DuXy id quod 
mox ipse notat A actor ^ quipro. 
indc forsiian roluit, cotnitem 
hie loei pro regulo accipi. hand 
enim aliud alibi etiam valet ^ 
ticut ex Ileniingo nostro colli gi 
potest, i Quin S^ hie etiam 
auctor secus atque aliiy qui do^ 



centy tarn Johannam quam S^ 
Elianoram reginamfuifse. Ad^ 
eo ut pro eorum sententia mox 
infra quene of Cezile pro lady 
of Cezile sit reponendum. id 
quod etiam liquet ex Petri de 
Langtvft Codicibus GailiciSy in 
quibuSy Alyenore sa fylle fa 
Rayne de Espayne, Rayne de 
Serylle Johane la fylle darayne, 
4 Joane. 
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{re Ersebissbop {mi was )?at ty me died he, 
)>e Erresdeken Thomas was sacred in his se. 
Wele mayntend he holy kirk, & alie \>e d ignite, 
With fe lawe to wirke mayntend ]>e ordine. 
If any man mad pleynt of clerk for hastiuenessei 
Or if ^i were atteynt in o]^r wikkednesse, 
Thomas suffired nouht ' cleke to be alle schent, 
Ne to \>e lay courte be brouht to tak jfev jugement^ 
Bot tille holy kirke, of whom he bare ]>e merke, 
& at )mt lawe to wirke, if he were ordcynd clerke. 
)>e kyng for pat cheson wrathed with Thomas. 
Here now ^ xeson, whi }7at wreth first was. 

ClERKES often tide misdo blithely, 

For deynonshede & pride, & for ]?er state is hy : 

Yei passe mesure & right, forto haf ]>ex wille, 

& whan ^i ere in myght, wille )>ei kepe no skOle. 

For )>ei wille ynderfong a fulle gre emprise, 

& susteyn it with wrong, with sleiht & quaintise. 

po }7at felt pam greued, of pet wikked dedis, 

To lordes, pat ]^i to cheued, pleyned pel most nedi^ 

])at suilk was not lees, it com to pe kynge's ere. 

He comanded his pes to lered and lewed pat were. 

& if a clerke men founde in his lond }mtreft, 

)>orgh slauhter or wounde, or ]H)rgh oj^er theft, 

Men said schewe his guilte in I'e courte of lay, 

ft )^r be saued or splite, bot Thomas said him nay. 

Thomas said pe kyng, pat othe suld he wele loke, 

)«t he snore utpe gynnyng, whan he pe coroune toke. 



Soictoi 
Thomas 

archiepiM- 
copoi Can* 
tuar. 



£CC6€00* 

trorenis 
orta eet in* 
terrcfrcm 
Sl clenta. 



Eccede 
cleroper 
totma. 



Vol. I. ' L. clerke. 
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'^ )?orgh God I \e forbede to chalange any clerke 
*^ In lay courte for non nede, of holy kirke has nicrke; 
^^ Nc \e franchise fordo,. )mt it ouh to halde, 
^^ Bot iille \vX courte com to, of whilk he is membre caldc. 
f J^is was at Clarendoun, {)at Thomas gaf respouns^ 
& si]?en to Narthamptoun Thomas com eft sons, 
Delyucr his clerkes fro dome^ bot no grantise was. 
Wherfor to \e courte of Rome \^n kalled S. Thomas* 
Thomas toke ]>e way, & passed ouer \t se. 
]>e kyng Henrj herd say, his messenger sent he* 

' • hop Rogcre of jork {^in kept {le se^ 

his powere corouned forto be, 

oynt also with \> rong, ]>ci mad alto mirie. 

Tille Thomas felle it to ])e kirk of Canterbirie." 
Wlian Thomas it wist, he did mak a cursyng. 
Roger he cursed first, Jmt corouned \e ^ong kyng, 
& alle ]7at wer Mm witii, or in his courte wer scne^ 
Saue }pe kyng had grith, his childre & )?e queue. 
To Thomas ]?e kyng bisouht, )>e bishop to assoile, 
Bot Thomas wild nouh, bot ])orgh grace of \e apostoile. 



' Torn off. But the sense^ 
notzsithstanding, is plain^ es" 
pecially if the passage be com" 
pared with the Ficnchj uhich 
if thus : Ceo fu a ClariDgdoan, 
ou Thomas ad parlez, Kt a 
Norhampton vint il altre feez, 
Deliuerer ses clcrs, mes rica 
luy fu grantez. A la courte de 
Rome ad Thomas appellez. 
Thomas deuers la courte ra la 



mere passer, Eb le Reis Henry 
fet maintenaunt maunder. Ler. 
ceuesqe de £u«rwik son noun 
fu Roger, Et son fiz Henry le 
fist corouner, Et oyndre. en 
Reis, le regne pur [the zcord 
pur is xz anting in Mr, Anstis^s 
Copies'] ffouemer. Toit fist a 
Thomas, ke fust outre mere. 
Kar pur veir a lay appent eel 
mester. Wher- 
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Wherfor )?e kyng wex wroth, & Thomas did exile, 

His kynrecl lefe & loth he did fleme & reuile. 
f )>e kyng suld haf no plight, |ml Thomas so was dede. 

He said hot tille a knyght, })at Thomas him misbede ; 

& if he had had men, as he wend, of renoun, 

J'ei suld haf venged him of suilk a clergioun. 

Foure kyngtcs it herd withouten any more. 

To Canterbiri |>ei fcrd, & slonh Thomas right jK)rc'. 
f Who so wille wit J?is chance his lif & his languour ; 

& how ))©kyng of France did him grcte honour ; 

& how )?e pape sent his bulle with a legate ; 

& how, or he went, he serched allc \e state; 

& how at Ponntney })e angclle to him said ; 

& how alle his kynde exile was on JTam laid ; 



•r^ 



' In the Cathedral Church at 
St. BenneVs Altar^ as even 
Rastall takes notice^ in his 
most zconderfuil rare Chronic 
de, lent me by the curious and 
ingenious Mr. John Murraj/. 
f Also (saith he) for dyiiers 
actes that the kynge procured 
to be made agayne the lybcrtes 
gay nt tho- of the churche. There 
mas of fell a great debate 
Cauntor- betwene hym and 
burysUync. Xhomas then Arche- 
byshop of Canterbury | that the 
byshoppe fled vnto Rome. Bat 
after whanThomas came agayne 
to Caunterbury. iiii. of the 



Dc roorte 

Sancti 

Tbom.e. 



kynges knyghtes because the 
kyng beyng in Nonnandy<^ 

I they harde the kyng say these 
wordes | if he had any men 
about hym | he had ben a yeng- 
cd ypon that traytour longe or 
that tytne. Therfore these 
knyghtes came fro the kynge 
bcynge in Normandye | and 
slcwe thb Thomas in the cathe- 
dral! church in Canterbury at 
saynt Benettes auter: whiche 
Thomas is nowe by the churche 
canpnysed for a holy saynt | & 
dyuers myracles auctorysed by 
the churche that god hathe 
shewed for hym. 

K 2 & 
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& how )>eapostoiIe laid on )»iii grete payn, 

Or he wilde )?am assoilc, ^t had Thomas slaya ; 

& how for holy kirke lie sitflfred passion, 

& how God dos wirke in schrine })er he is doa ; 

Open hi;s boke & se, for )?er in ere l^ei writen, 

Meruailcs grete plente, ^t fele of ts ne witen^ 

C^OMEN is ti]?ing, )7e bishop slayne is hr, 
& )>c 2<^nge kyng is went oucr ]fe se. 
Of Alnnarle erle William with ^ kyng was ]x^n, 
Tuo castels he nam open )>e Frankis men. 
Of Almarle in\fe castelle ]>re lordcs he lokc^ 
Of messengers fvlle sucUe be sent hider to lokc 
Untitle Inglond, of Flandres men fullr illr. 
In warde or in bond in prison leue ]>ei Klillr. 
f \>e fader kyng Henry in herte had he payn, 

Defalt^ Sc anguiscd grcuosly, Ji^at Thomas was so slayn. 

lorum. William J?e Scottis kyng therfor was fulle blitli**^ 

}?at Henry had ille Hkyng, werre on him gan lie kilhc. 
Burgh his way beforn he sesed hU kastclic, 
Mulgard ]>oTgh him was lorn, Prudhow saucxl welle. 
His way left he nouht, tille he com title Alnwik, 

Ciiptns rst hnr was he taken, & brouht to Richemunde also quik. 

lorum. Richard ]>e Moruile knyght of gode renoun, 

Richard Comyii }7at while with him com io ]>e tuun. 
\fQ Nortliren so wele stode in trcuth to ^e kyng Henry, 
|7at gyftes lie gaf J^ni gode, & }?at was largely. 
So ]^i alie \>c toller com vntilte his grith 
or tordes on & of^er^ & fayn to hold bim with. 



C0BtA 
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Comtek in countcs alle "was peysed wclc, 

Baret of baron feez forgyucn ilkadele. 

J'an was Inglond in pes & charite, 

& alle in Henry gracious kyng & fre. 

In bis nientend jere of his r^alte9 

Henry his sonne his pere was ^t ouer \>e se. 

]>e kyng sister of France Henry allied him tOy 

Here of a desceyuance )>ei conseild him to do. 

]>c eric Philip of Flandres gaf him in conseile, 

& Thebald of Plesence egged to )?at tirpeile, 

Ageyn his fader to rise, ]>ct he had no right : 

\fe kyng of France & hise hight him alle his royght. 



Dt couOia 
A fiibliate 
Franco- 
rum. 



W HAN J?e fader wist J>e sonne wild wcrre on him, 
I blame him not if him list tame ageyn fulle grim. 
For )mm of Scotland he sent William & Dauid his hrclper^ 
Tille bli)?ely ^i went, & with jmm many o))er. 
\fe erle of Leycestre ^e oste alle did he guye, 
Of werre he was \>er maistre, dight ]7am to Normandic. 
f Whan J)ei were vp aryued, J>ei fond J?er jmr chance: 
J^at reame was biseged with \fe power of France. 
Henry chaced his sonne ]>orgfa force fro toun to toaU| 
]>e kyng of France eftsonne left tent & pauillonn. 
Philip of Flandres iQeih & turned sonne )?e bak, 
& Thebald nouht ne deih, schame of ])am men spak. 
Fro toun to toun of reme \fe Frankis did J>ci fle, 
Ouertok it to ;cme, & saued ))at cite. 

K 3 Out 
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Our tnglis duelled Jjer, vnlo \>e pes were pleyn. 
)>o }7at ]>er were beforn wild no more com ageyn. 



Rereni J[n he monelh of May our Inglis of was Tare, 

•ont in rf o w 

AjigUam. Ypon \>e first day tille Inglond forto &re. 

FuUe sone \>e ;ong kyng with gode man ^^at wer gayn 

Punicid his wcndyng, & Richard fitz Alayn, 

\fe duke of Peiters, & \>c erb of Bretayn, 

]7ise & o^r pers to sauhtillyog did )>er payn. 

yvse on knees gan falle bifore ]>e kyngis face, 

For luf \>ei praied him alle to grante ]>e kyng his grace. 

** jour wrath him forgyue, J?e trespas to amend, 

** In pes with ;^ow to lyue, & at jour conseil descend* 

)>e Sonne cam also sui^^e, & cried his fader mercy. 

}?e kyng ]>erof was bli]?e, forgaf him gcntilly ; 

& he with scrite & oth mad obligacion, 

jfai for leue no loth, J'orgh coiiscilc of treson, 

Suld werre on him begjnne, bi water nc bi lond, 

Ne his pes breke no tuyime, |>e sonne )>ertillc him bond. 

In alle ])is sauhtillyng bituex }>c fader & J^e sonne 

Com ]>e Scottis kyng, & asked Henry a bone 

Of grantise of grace, to baf his seignorie. 

Bifor alle in ]>eA place he gaf it him bli^ly. 

I^an wer boj^e I'e kynges brouht alle tille eucn, 

& pesed in alle {binges, {ranked be God of bcucn. 



yan 
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• ^AN said Sir Henry, nedes burd him ivcnde 
To France & Normundie, to witte a certeyn ende. 
At Parys nvild he be, at }ptx parleroent. 
Jier wille wald he se, to what JTei wild consent. 
At }>e duzcpers ^e sothe wild he wile, 
& on what maners, & wharto he suld lite, 
& whedir \e\ wild to werre, or J)ei wild nouht. 
Or alle in luf -sperre J>at J)ing J)at )?ei had wrouht. 
^ He sauh wele bi signe, he drouh fast tille elde, 
Long niyght he not regne, ne on his lif belde. 
Wherfor Henry said he wild, or he went, 
}nit \q summe wer laid of his testament. 
Liste & I saUe rede ]>e parcdles what amountes, 
If any man in dede wille keste in a countes. 

oEX }H>usand marke tille Acre^ did he fend. 

Ageyn his comyng Jridere, bi marchandz so he wend* 

Fifty ^usand marcs had he lent abbds, p^ t^^. 

Jmt wer in poucrte, vp J)am forto reise. ridSSN-nndV 

Alle }7at was gyuen, & bcfor hand lent, m!utalm, 

J>at was not in cofre, wlian he mad testament, ^^ ***""' 

Of }mt )mt was in cofre, & in his cofines, 

He mad his Testament, als did o)>er pilgrimes* 
f To Waltham ^cde )7e kyng, his testament to make^ 

& I'us qnathe he his ^ing^ for his soule sake. 
9 To temples in Acres he quath fine )H>usand marke, 

Sc fine thousand to }pe hospitale, for )>ei were in karke, 
f To ]>e folk )7at duelled. Acres forto fcnde, 

OJ'cr fiue ]H)usand marke he gaf ]?am to spende. 

K 4 f Tille 
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f Tillc o]7er houses of \>e cimlrc fiue JTousand marke be gdifg 

Tillc heremites & (iile scke men, & o|)cr of siiilk raf* 
f Tille monkes & to Chanons, \>3t were in Inglondy 

Fiue }>ousand marke resceyued \>ei of his hond. 
f To ]>o of }>at religion^ J^at were in Normundie, 

Fiue )^usand mark vnto J^r tresorie. 
f & to meselle houses of ]>id same lond, 

]>Te {Tousand mark ynto Yet spense he fond. 
f To ladies of habite, Yilcrs & Mortayn, 

He gaf tuo hundreth mark^I trowe })ci were bifn. 
f To \>o religiouses l^at were in Gascoyne, 

He gaf a ]?ousand mark, withouten essoyne. 
f To }>am of Founz Eberard, JTer his body lis. 

He gaf tuo ]?ousaud mark, }h> ladies of pris. 
f To )>e ladies of Bretayn^ men calle Seynt Suplioe, 

He gaf a hundreth mark^ to mend \>et ofl|oe.' 
f To |)e houses of Chartres tuo J^ousand mark bi coonte^ 

& ]>xe }?ousand mark to ]7e order of Grant mounte. 
f To ]7e ordre of Cisteaus he gaf tuo J^ousand mark^ 

\>e ordre of Clony a ]>ousand, to lay yp in arke^ 
f )^ ordre of Premonstere tuo hundreth mark ))ei had* 

To }7e ladies of Markayne a hundrlsh mark J^ei lad, 
I To ]fe houses of Arroys, J»at ere bijond ]>e se, 

Tuo hundreth mark }>orgh testament gaf he. 
J To women of Inglond, of gentille lynage, 

A huiidcyth mark of goW, to J>cr niariagc. 
f To gentille, & tille oJ>cr, J?at were in Nor^nundie, 

A hundreth mark of gold |>ei had to |)cr partie. 



To 
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1 To gcntille ifomen of Anioi¥e, of noa aoanoementi 
A hundreth mark of gold vnto }>am was sent. 
Withoutcn \\& testament )7at he did writen, 
& }pe grete tresore tille Acres was witen, 
& ]7at be lent religiouse to bring \^m aboue> 
Fourty ]H)usand mark he gaf for Gode loue. 

'Whan J>e kyng Henry had mad his testamenty 
He dight his oste redy, & to Parys went. 
Fro • • erwent to Douere )>at best wer wor])i 

With went }>ei ouer, atired richeli. 

]?a ••.••• nd ]}e folk in Parys^ }>at )>ei wele herd^ 

With so fayre folk of pris neuer to prince ferd. 

Of \t kyng of France he asked amendment} 

\e duzepers for chance )7ei ros with on assent, 

& In \ex conseile kaste J^er chance on ilk side, 

I'ei acordid at ]>c lastc^ J^at pes mot best betide. 

Whan pes was set certeyn bituex \o kynges tueye, 

& Normusdie ]H)rgh seyen, tille Inglond hetok )>e weye* 

XN )>e jere afterward at midsomer men teld, 
)>e kyng in Oxenford his parlement held. 
Bi his writte he sent after kyng William : 
William dight him Sc went, tille Oxenford he cam. 



-hi* 



' Raunt le Rey Henry ad i le Rey alez, atyrez richemenU 
fet son testament, Al parle. Doaat par my Parys est disC 



meat de Fraonce son chemyn 
enprent. Touz les melz ra. 
nez [sive rauez] ^ Doner a 
J)erwent Sunt one [sive oof] 



communement, Ke rnkes tu 
rent Reis oue si [sive onf ly] 
bele gent, Petri nostri ex* 
emplaria Galliea^ 

if 
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& suore to kyng H^nry )>e next Assumpdon, 
}nit ivas of our Lady, said com to ;ork his toan, 
tc bring J^ider his clergie of Scotlond ]>e barons. 
He did so certeynlie ]>e day of his somons. 
}>er \ei mad ilkon homage & feaute^ 
Not to \e fader alle on, bot tille his heir snid be, 
& obliged {)am with scritte, hyngand ilk a seale, 
}>at ]>er,dede was pcrfite, & his homage kale. 
& )>e kirke of Scotland to Canterbirie t>re se 
Obliged )mm & band, as io \ex primaltc; 
& if ]7e Scottis kyng mistake in any braide 
fttetntom 1 Of tresbn in any ^yngt ageyn Henry forsaid, 
ter Ani^u The barons & |^ clergie in on wer alle schryuen^ 
dLn per Vnto kyng Henrie ageyn William suld be gya^. 
& if it so betide, {)at any thefe or felonn 
Fie fro Inglond side to Scotlond regionn, 
Bot be mak }>am to wite, whi \^i he is comen, 
f'at J'e courte may him quite o chance if he be nomeu. 
If he be els funden, for thefc tald & bent, 
Tille Inglond brouht alle bunden, & })cr haf jugement. 
f Als if it so be, of Scotlond skape a thefe, 
& tille Inglond fle, als a felon grcfe, 
Bot if he to \cr baylifes mak his sikemesse, 
\2Li )7ei wille him majnpis, if he wer cald to strcsse. 
If he folowand were soubt for ]7at felonie, 
Ageynto Scotland be brouht, & }pcx hanged hie. 



Wham 
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Whan yis ]>ing was grant, Henry dred disceite, ' 
He wild, {'at his conant were holden stable & streite^ 
He sesed fine castels, & held ]nim in his wage, 
Foure eries & scxtene kynghtes })erfor in his ostage, 
Ilkon of )^ knyghtes had a barony, 
\>ei & alle ]>er rightes were don in his mercy. 
f Whan Henry for his owen had holden ))at seignorie^ 
& ]fe dede was knowen ]H)rghout Albanie, 
]>e castels & ostagers he jald ]H>rgh curteysie, 
& ' with" William with chartre bond him tille Henrloy 
)>at be & his heires, & alle ]>et progenie 
Of Scotlond, snld hold of Henry certeynlie 
& of alle his heires, & com to ]fer crie. 
& hoinage & feaute to mak )>am redie* 
Wiian ]7i$ was set & stabled, & pes cried on hii, 
Henry ])e ^ong kyng jcde to Normundie, 
& died * \>et Jmt ^^re, & biried solemplie. 
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' Abesse malim. Nam excm" 
plaria Galiicdy par chartre en- 
sele leRey descoz se lye^i.e. per 
chart am sigillaiamRex Scocia 
seipsum obligavit. ' His death 
zeas much lamented bi/ his Fa* 
ther, notwithstanding he had 
been a disobedient Son ; which 
disobedience arose (in a great 
measure)out of discontent ^ that 
his Father had abandonUl his 
[jyoung Henrtf^s'] Mother, [Q. 
Eleanor y) and given himself up 
intireljf {as it were) to theJVill 



of thejine young Wench Rom 
samondj a thing that struck oL 
so very much upon the young 
KingU Brothers^ Richard and 
John. For which reason iiis^ 
that we have this Passage inRof 
sialics Chronicle : This kynge 
henry let crowne henry hit 
eldyst Sonne kynge of £og« 
lande | and went hym selfe 
into Normandye I but his 
son henry dyed before his fa- 
ther I and therfore he is nat 
accounted In the nombre of 

kynget 
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Whan yiB ;ong kyng was dede & laid in graue, 
Fro Jerusalem com tiyng, fat help bard it haue. 

fT HAT tymc in Jerusalem ' wad dede a donhty kyng, 
(Was blodc non of his teme, bot a mayden jiug) 
De Baide. Baldewyn be meselle, his name so hight, 

wuio lepra- 

•o, & Wii. Noble kyng & lele, & wcle remed his right. 

Irlmo Ac- * 

c{nitani«, Neuer in his Ijue he lese a fote of lond. 

pro aaxilio 

in An^i- The Sarazins gan him dryue^ hei were him eaer flcand. 

tun ▼eni- 

mite. For £0ule meselrie he comoud with no man, 

Sarazin with maistrie neuer nouht of him wan. 
With him was a knyght, & vnder him chefetayn, 
& name couth of myght, William of Aquitayn. 
Whan Badwyn was dede, he weddid \>e mayden ^ing, 
)K>rgh ^ Cristen rede William was chosen kyng. 
For ]>is bold Baldewyn Cristen men gan mome, 
Gode hap had \fe Sarazin ageyn on vs to tame. 
jfe Sarazins oiTvs cam, our Cristen foue gan felle, 
So fat kyng William no langere |>er durst duelle. 
Bode com to ]7is lond, for help & socour, 
Kyng Henry he fond, & schcwed him alle his stour, 
How ]>e fals soudan dcstroicd alle f>e lond, 
Slouh ilk Cristen man, or els in prison bond. 



kynges of finglande. This 
Henry his son and hU. ii. 
bretherne | John | & Ry« 
charde | made warre agavnst 
theyr father. Some say the 
eaase of the warre was be- 



cause the kynge imprisoned 
Elynor his wyfe | whiche 
was kept in prison tyll the 
kynge dyed | and he kept the 
weache Rosamonde. 
' Proy was, 

**I>er' 
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^* J'erfore I pray to j^ow, haste pat ^e wer comen, 
^^ Bi yis is Acres now biseged, or alle nomen. 
f Whan \>e kyng it herd, he -wept with his iiie, R« *acri- 

natv est. 

]fe Cristenso misferd, ]>e Sarazins did so pyne» 

He said, [^ My sonne, myn heyre, \fai was corouned late^ 

** Of his lif was my speyre, he myght haf taken \fe gate. 

^* Bot now is he dede, myn heyre |»t bare coroune, 

*^ I'erfor I kan no rede, I doute me of tresoune. 

** For if I were of lond, ]>e werre suld sone bigynne^ 

^' Aliens suld sone fond, oar heritage to wynne. 

*^ Richard my sonne is knyght, with me wild he gO| 

** Sone suld we Icse our right, if we were fer J>er fro. 

*^ Fayn I wild purueie for Acres, ]>Bi cite 

^^ Ordeyned wer som weie, liow it mot saued be. 

William tok his Icue at our kyng Henry, 

Giftes welc to leue he had richdj. 

He went to ]fe kyng of France, & schewed him his resons, 

]>orgh JKT ordenance )7er dusepers gaf respons. 

Bifor Sir William \fe duzepers gaf ansuere, 

^^ It er bot tuo kyngdams on \>is half Grece to were. 

^^ France & Inglond bise tuo regions, RnpoMi^ 

FranconiHi 

^^ & er in diuersc lodd, & in sere bandons : wuieimo 

Aquitauie 

*^ Henry in Inglond wonnes, & has tresore inoub, per locam. 

^^ Richard & Jon his sonncs fulle felle, & wiile non bouh. 
** & if |?at je were gone, & we went with jowi 
*^ 1^9,1 Richard & Jon wille waken yn mykelle wouh. 
<^ Bot whan kyng Henry & his sonnes wille go, 
^* We salle be redy, forto wend with ^o* 

WilltanoL 
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William went ageyn vnto Jerusalem^ 

Of l^isekynges tueyn was jit no bote o beame. 

• 
JtlENRY for his trespas did fulle grete honour 
To \fe martir Saynt Thomas, for mercy & socour. 
Sex jere sij'en lyued he in wo & sorow soure. 
He went oner )>e se, & lay in grete langoure. 
In grete sekenesse & hard he lay in Normnndie : 
Tille him com his sonne Richard, forsoth, fulle kyndelie, 
& whan Henry suld die Richard l^orgh blissyng bond, 
He suld his cheaalrie vse in })e holy lond, 
^' I salle leue \fe inouh for to do with alle. 
" Fader/* he said, " for jow certes }>ider I salle. 
Whan he had regned here, & felt of fele assaies, 
' Foure & tuenty jere sex mondhes & tuelf dayes, 
Mortiniseft No more of him to Kcie, he died sone afterward, 

H^nriciis ' 

•ecundtis. He li^ges in an abbeie. men calle be Founz Everard. 

Anno Do. ^'^^ > r 

mini. M*\C. A ]>ousand & a hundred }?e dete fourscore & nyne. 
So many jers it pundred, whan he passed |)ispyne. 
In a moneth mirie, Septembre \>c gynnyng, 
Baudwyn of Canterbiric com to coroune \>e kyng. 
Richard at Londoun, opon a Sonenday, 
CoromrSo At Westmynstre tok be coroun, of Tork bishop Geffrajr 
cmrdi apod Was sent after ]mi tyde, him fellc to be )>e tof'er, 
Opon \>e fadere side he was Richarde's bro)>cr. 



' Leg^y Foure & thritty Sfc. 
NaiHy Apres. xxx, iiii. annz. 
tI. mays. xii. jours Du regal te 
Reyllenr>' cessaynt scb labours* 



II gist al Fount Ebrard en 
labbeye de sorpurs in MSS. 
Gallicis. 

Richari 
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Richard his pallioa bi messengere did com, 

& his coufirmacion fro |^ courtc of Rome. 
f Comen er to kyng Richard boj^e erie & baroun, 

\dX had )7e lond ia ward }H>rgh out )7e regiouny 

Knyghtes & burgeis, serganz als was resoun, 

Homage to mak alia weis ])at feile vnto ]7e coroun*. 

}>e pes did he erie, & purueid warnisoun^ 

]7e Sarazins ]H>rgh maistrie haf won Acres toun. 

Inglis & Normant, knyghtes for rewardoun. 

With Richard ere in conant ageyn Sarazins feloun. 

His fader left him inouh, penyes grete foysoun, 
f JTat he j>e wa^ not widronh opon his benisoun. 

\e kyng of France was went to Saynt Denys (o holde 

His priue parlement, & {tct one him it toldc, Eccede 

)mt Richard priiielj his piirueiyance did gynnc n^J ]^^ 

Opon )>e paemy, \q lond Surrie to wynne. 

To Paris turned ]>e kyng, for J^at ilk sawe, 

& ]>er a samenyng his barons ])ider gan drawe. 

He bisouh in )»m alle, to conseiKat )>at nede, 

What help mot best falle, for \e Sarazins drede, 

& teld ]mm an outrage, ))at Richard ]>e kyng, 

Wille stele ])is viage, withouten my wityug. 

Loke how kyng Philip said vncurteisly, 

Dayet haf his lip, & his nose )>erby. 

Forto {mt parlement com Richard messengers, 

}mt to Philip wer sent, & to )>e duzepers. 

\^ names of ))aQi )7at cam was \t erie of Peiters, 

Of Almarle erie William, & an erie Rogers, 



Lucas 



riae# 
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Lucas de Lucie, & Roberd de Coynguers, 

I^ise gieCe Philip of Franccj & alle bis conseikn. 

m 

!?f"^ X HE erie of Almarle said. ** Richard our Inelis kyiur 

!^!t!!?.S?. ** ^^ '"^ ^ *^''® ?®^ ^*^i *' ^**^ ^ ^'^ €'^y'*ff> 

*^ )nt je wille tak to herte, |>e grete noyse & crie 
^^ Fro Acres ))at comes so smerte, lorn is so doelfnilie. 
** Our Cristen men ere lorn, )7e Sarazins alle aboiie, 
** \^ox Richard befom praies ^ow for loue, 
*^ For him ))at on |« croioe died for mankynde, 
*< Bes bo]ie at a yoice, in one ^our wille be mynde, 
^ To help \^ Cristen men, ))at Jhesu Criste boubt^ 
^ Ageyn ))e oste paefi, \dX him lofed neuer nonht. 
*^ Richard him at ires, his wille }>erto is fest, 
^* So mykelle he ]>ider desires, ]mt he may haf no rest. 
*' If ^e of him haf help, & he for ^ow sooonr, 
•* Alle \i% world salle jclp of jonr grcte honour, 
f Whan l^e duxepers herd )>e budword of Richard 
To Philip, \A ansuerd, ^* his sond ;e salle reward. 
** He bedes ;ow luf inoub, ^e ])ank him of hb sond. 
*^ So noble bot on of ;ow is non, be water no land. 
*^ Richer kyng is non in )>is world bot 3;e, 
*' No valianter of bon in Cristcndam als he. 
^^ Large er \o londcs, )7at his eldres wonnen, 
'* ))e dedes of }>er hondes )H>rgh rearaes er ronnen. 
^' Siluer he has inouh, his fader has him fonden 
'^ Knyghtes to do his proub, with skrite tille him er bonden. 
*^ To whom Acres salle be golden also tite, 
^< His &lauschip to fle, \x> God je do despite. 

Pilip 
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' PiLIP sent ageyn to Richard curteyly ^^ 

Bode bl }fo certeyn, said often grant mercyy comm. 

& |>anked him his gode wille, & his noble sond, 
& he wild fulfille, & at his myght suld fond, 
& sent Richard to say^ ))e next Marche folowand 

He suld take ]7at way, if wynde wild with him standi 

< 

At Marsile.to aryue, if he of lif had space, 
& if )7e wynde wild dryue, )>orgh myght & Code's grace. 
He praied Richard \e kyng, & alle his men of Gode, 
To leue for no preching, ]>at way ]?at J^ei ne ^ode. 
1 Whan Richard had conceyued, }^t Philip ))erto stode, 
His mobles on siluer reised ]K>rgh Inglond alle his gode, 
Rentes & som feez he comandid to selle, ' Vendkiit 

mobilia ft 

pat burgh no Citez of tallage suld non telle, maneria. 

J^e tende suld be nouht, no J^e tuende non make. 
\e bisshop of Durham bouht Saberg, with J^e wapentake. 
\e bisshop of Wynchestre at J^e kyng he bouht 
Two maners tille his estre, & Richard wbly wrouht. 
For he wele vnderstode of tallage was grete drede, 
It suld neuer dp gode, ne \tt withalle suld spede« 
Namely to J^e holy lond, {^ider he J^ouht to go^ 
In taliage non he bond, ne robbed ne did wo. 
He sent to ]>e Scottis kyng, }^t he suld com & do, 
& mak pes for ]?at ]>ing, )>at he was halden to. 
1 ]7e moneth of Nouembrc, after Alhalwemesse* 
\dX wele is to remembre, com kyng William alle fress^ De homa. 
Batand to Canterbiri> & ]>er jald him his fee. gl^ione 

Kyng Richard our sire homage & feaute t^^^^ 

• Sic 
Vol. I. I. He 
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Stabilifit 
jiBtitmrios 
Ac cii«tode8 
terrae. 



He mad for alle ]>o landes, )nt he of Inglond hdd, 

& tille )>e pes he standesy jfai bowes tille his scheld^ 

^it of penyes rounde to Richard gan he bede 

Sexti )H>usaod poande, to mende his misdede. 

& Richard on \>hi wise forgaf it William so. 

To saue \fai seniise^ )nt Malcolme was wooe to do 

Unto )>e Inglis kyngcs^ as right was & skille, 

& do alle )>e comynges^ whan bodwoid com Jnun tille. 

To London forto com, whan parlement suld be, 

Als custom was wonne, & tak ))er his liuere. 

& Richard als quik ^ald to kyng William 

Rokesburgh & Berwik, )nt he in his hand nam. 

William tok his leue, his way to Scothnd ches, 

Wele mot William cheue> & alle paA lufes pes. 

JVYNG Richard ;;it duellis, & pumeis him to fiue, 
& mykelle })ing sellis, siluer forto ^re. 
Wardans sefte he stable, trewe men at his royght, 
)nt neuer lufed fable, bot mayntend pes & right. 
Sire Huge of Durham, bisshop & man wor]?i: 
An o]?er Sir William, bisshop of Ely. ' 
}>ise suld kepe )>e lend, & ]>e dignites, 
Justises tille J^am he bond, to kepe }>e lawes & feez; 
Huge Bardolf fulle fers, William Marschalle his pere, 
Geflfrey le fitz Pers, William dcla Bruere : 
yist were mayntenours, to sustene ]fe coroun, 
& rigbtftille gouernours \)e folk in feld & toun. 
f Now I as he brought to stalle, bis lond stabled redy, 
& now with hb folk alle, he wendis to Normundy, 
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& \et he purueis him tille Acres & Sully. 

On Gode'8 enmys giim he gadres gode party. 

In )>e cite of Rouhan his jole feste he held 

With man]^ douhty man, & knyghtes gode of scheld. 

PE Monenday {'at felle to be next after )>e tueUt day) 
|)e kyng of France & he, at )>e riuer of S. Rymay, 
Held a parlement, gode sikernes to midLe, 
\^i bo)^ i¥ith on assent )>e way suld yndertake. 
Ilkon sikered o)>er with scrite & scale ]>erby9 
Togidere snore ]mm bre]?er, wherfor }>e clergy 
Gaf a grete cursyng on whilk of )mm so brak, 
Bigan a wikked )^ing, )nit euelle bituex J'am spak. 
f Now is Philip certeyn, he gos to S. Den^^ 
& Richard tumes ageyn, to dight his nauy. 
He serches ilk coste of alle his seignorie^ 
J^e Guyours of his oste, ^ise wer withouten lie : 
J'e Ersebisshop of Anxus, danz Guard of renoun. 
With ano))er bisshop, Bernard of Bayoun, 
& Richard de CameuUe, & Roberd du Sabloun^ 
& William de Fortiz was lord of Oleroun, 
f^ise goueme \tx nauie, now ere J^ei in ))e se. 
Toward J« paemie, I'ider )>ei ^erned to be. 
Richard said )7am his wille, ^^ mariners if je moun^ 
'^ Aryues in to Marsille, with Gode's benisoun. 
]7is was }ft first woke of }?e passion, 
As I on on bokc gan loke, \e oste clerke & baron 
Wer sailand in ))e se tpward Marsille \dX toun. 
Help ]mm I'er ]>ei wild be Criste & Say Simioun^ 



Applicuit 
in Nor- 
nmimiaiii. 



Modo pap 
mvemnt se 
ad ternun 
eaoctam. 
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i had in )7cr route a haodreth schippes & teoj 
Bot God I'ei had no doute, ne no.defaute of meo. 

J^J^^^ Reft jjom |>e right way, to wend |)e wer blynde. 
\fe right ie of Bretayn, }>er out were ]>ei wenty 
In to )>e se of Spayn ^i(er dryuen in a torment 
Among ]fe Sarazins, bot God, {^at grace ]fam lent, 
Saued ]>am alie }h> tymes fro J'er encumberment. 
Ten schippes wer dryuen, }K>rgh ilk auisement^ 
)H>rgh a tempest ryuen, |>e schipmen held )nm scheat* 
On J'er was on depe kroken & alle to rent, 
\fe nien God gan kepe, )mt grace he \mm sent. 
Eft God ]>ei bisouhty to saue }>am in ]mt cat, 
Sauely to hauen be brouht, for luf of S. Thomaa^ 
|Mit for holy kirke suffred martirdam^ 
& God for J^am gan wirke, her how a voice cam. 
A schip ]>er was of London, richely atired, 
A hundretb \>er in fondon, to serue God desired. 
Biside \mm on ]>er schip com a bisshop doun, 
\>e mast in hand gan kip, with croice 8c palliouHI 
& a kyng ^e sihi, of gold schone his coroun, 
A no]>er bisshop })am bi, j>e first said his scrmoun. 
|nm said \>e JErsbisshop to Londreis wordes sacte, 
^M am Thomas ^our hope, to whom ^e crie & grete^ 
^* Martir of Canterbire, ;our bale salle I bete. 
^' Seynt Edmunde J^e martire his help I 30W hete, 
^^ I'e bisshop S. Nicholas, whos help is ay redie 
*^ To schipmen in alle cas, whan ]«i oq him crie. 
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" Wc \fre haf Jw ward of God & oar ladie, 

** |>e schippes of kyng Richard to kepe^fi jow |»m We. 

After I^is biheste, )mt Thomas to ])am said, 

Sone alle )>e tempest in a throwe was kid. 

]Hse nine schippes gan ride \fet wyld wynd {'am driue9 

J'ei ne wist to what side, ne what hauen in to riue. 

^T Leons sar le Rone was Philip 8c Richard, l>e Johan- 

}^i spak &;.mad J^er mone, what hauen ]fe mot toward. 8ua« 
In alle ]fe cuntre J'orgh so grete folk mot men se, 
jmi nou)>er cite ne burgh myght \fei in heiberd be. ' 
Philip toward Gene his oste did alle go, 
& Richard oste bidene at Marsille left alle ]x>. 
I To mete on a while \fe trompes blowe alle clere^ 
Batand fro Cezile com him a messengere, 
Fro )>e quene dam Jone, his aweii sister dere. 
Bifor J^am euerilkone he told kyng Richere, 
Dede is kyng William, )nt regned in Cezile^ 
jfotJone ]^ lady nam, he lyued bot a while. 
]mt erle is of Tancre, Geffrey a douhty knyght, 
& valiant man of dede, & to ])e coi^n has right, « 

He rq^es after him, & late had ]>e coroune. 
To Jone he is fulle grim, & haldes hir in prisoune. 
Ilerfor kyng Richard wrathes him & sais, 
^^ Dight V8 ^ider ward our busses & galais, 
** Mi sister I wille out \ivyn or I ferrer go. 
^' Bot he bigjn Cezile he turnes fro, 
^^ & bot he wille with pes acorde in veson, 
^* It salle wwe him fmt res, yatheio Jone has done. 

l3 l^e 
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WemAi 
Octoboow 
CaHindit 
ad Rccem 
RicardHB. 



Misit mm- 
cium ad 
Taocredom 



)>e date was a J^ousand a hondreth & nindie/ 

pal R. was saiiand toward paeraie. 
f jfe seoent day of beraest, ia )nt ilk ^nv^ 

{xat I rakend last, writen abooen here, 

)»it Richard tamed to Gene, & whan he com to lood^ 

Philip was mykdle to mene^ R. seke him fimdU 

Bot mykelle he comfortid him^ & 8i)wn iok his leoe^ 

Toward Ceiile fiiUe grim^ \>t kjng he )KNiht to gieuc. 
I Whan his flete was alle at Tibre enerilkoiie, 

\>e pape a cardinalle sent Sir Octobone. 

What Richard spak, & he conselle is & was, 

To me it b priue, I saoh it in no pas* 

|>er diiellid R. schip J^re daies to gesse^ 

Bi jmi was kyng Philep risen of his sekenesse, 

& was in Cezile ariued at Meschyne, 

& after in a while com Ri euen as lyne, 

jfe day of )>e croice, in )>e heruest tide, 

Right als Code's voice had ordeynd him to ride. 

Were \>o schippes ntne^ J'at R. wend haf lorn. 

In )>e hauen of Meschyne ariued litille befom. 

It was a Code's grace, ^at }mt ilk nauie 

Ariued in \>ai place, })er Richard suld lie. 

X HRE days in ]>at cite duellid kyng Richard, 
To |>e kyng of Tancre he sent his letter hard. 
'^ To deliuer his sister Jon out of his prison 
** Men mad tille him grete mone, it was withont reaon* 
^^ Bot he dcliuer hir me with luf, at my praiere, 
*^ y^i tyme salle he se, scho sallc be bouht folk dere* 

tins 
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f yis kyng of Tancrede be was a wys knygkt. 
He sauh it was to drede, & he did not alle right. 
He sauh Richard an ired, & his mykelle myght. 
His folk armed Sc tired, & ay redy to fight. 
He sent his sister Jone with mykelle honeste, 
With his barons, ilkone, to Mischines ]7at cite^ 
Philip was curteise, ageyn dame Jone he ;ede^ 
TiUe hir bro]^r paleise with grete honour did lede. 

An ilde was )>er biside, )nt a Sarazin held^ 

Trouage he gaf bi tide to Cristen men, )«i teld. 

Alias ! said Richard, ]7at euer it suld so be, 

))e Cristen ]?orgh forward suld grant a Sarazin fre. 

A water \>at closed it in, ]>at flum was de la fare, 

)>e wonnyng of \^ Sarazin, ]nit ilde hight Labamare. 

Kyng ' Richad it wan, & title his sister it gaf, 

jfe Sarazins ilk man he slouh alle rif & raf. 
f An opex ilde biside, men cald it Griffonie, 

Richard ]>at ilk tide, he did ]>am alle out flie. 

jfe wonnyng of ))at ilde Richard gon ]mm reue, 

Was non of ]fam so wilde, ]>ai lenger durst ]>er leue. 
I Whan ]fe folk ]?is herd, ]>e burgeis of Meschyn, 

\>et jates ageyn him sperd, Sc wild not lat him in. 

Wherfor ]>e contek on \fis maner it cam, 

& for \fA did \mt chek, an oth he suore to gram, 

Bot \fe kyng wilde mende \>9i ]>ei did him |Hsre, 

A Yiug he suld sende^ to do als lawe it were : 

Fulfille ]>e testament of kyng William pat was, 

jfat Ulle his sister ment for dowerie )nt trespas, 

■ ■■ f i I ■— — — — III III ■' i — — — — — 

' Sic. L 4 & 
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& hot he ^Id it alle, jfat is writen }>er in, 
De ficttone With luf, eb I salle with werre fond him to wyiii 

r^ipi Pol* 

lippL ] Whan \^ kyng of France herd )k> tijyinges, 
fat so grete distance was bituez )k> kynges, 
Conseil gan he lake, )^at be suld be partie, 
A gode acord to make, forsoj^e fuUe &yntlie« 
De hmnfii- NoJ^eles ))e kyng of Tancrede did fuUe curteisly^ 
pientia re- To kyng R. he ^edc^ & said he was redy, 
dKdi?^ )>e testament to fulfiile of kyng William, 
& J^at his men fiille ille ynskilfully nam. 
*^ Alle J'at was rcson, I wille amend it wde, 
^* & title \>i sister haf don plenerly ilka dde, 
<< Alle )»t me felle to do of William's'' testamet 
^ Witnes I tak hir to hir seluen in present. 
^ Hir selnen dame Jone acorded with his sawe, 
^* Of ]>e testament alone he has don alle \fe law^ 
<^ Alle )?at felle to me, bot jit I ask a uopetf 
^^ )mt fallis vnto J^e kyng Richard my bro]>er, 
^^ Of my lordes witeword, witnes J^er of haf I* 
*^ Of gold |ier is a borde, Sc tretels J^cr bi, 
^^ Of siluer oj^er yesselle gilte fnlle richeli ; 
** & jit a no)>er jowelle fairer & wor|ri, 
^^ A pauillon of honour, with riche atbfement, 
^^ To seruc an Emperour at a parlement« 
*^ ]7U8 quath my lorde )>e, \mt fyme he suld die, 
^^ \>e soth forto say, & witnes wiUe not lie. 
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^^ Dame/' said Taocred, << of ttestels & borde 
^* Fulfille I salle in dede J^e kynge's ivitworde. 
Fourti }K>iisand ynces of gold be bede ]>e kyng, 
& R. tok )>e pundes, ivithouten more sayng. 
^< Bot )yis," he said, ^' I saue, ^i Arthure my cosjvl 
*' "[(^ancred doubter salle haue, Sc alle ]7at now is Jnn. 
Of Bretayn Arthure b ak erle of heritage, 
& be granted to )>is, confermed })at mariage* 
f AIs yise tuo kynge wore about jfis forward. 
At Meschyne righ }H>re )>e kynge ^s moder Richard 
Ariued at ))at riuale, brouht him busses ]7ritti 
Charged with Yitaile, with gode men Sc douhti. 
Of Flandres ]^ erle Philip, a lorde of hopour, 
Of Helianore schip he was hir gouemouc 
Elianore brouht ]>er a (air maiden sing, 
\>e kynge's doubter of Nauere, to R« )>e kyng. 
Hir nam^ was Berengere, faire woman of age, 
Was ]fex non hir pere of no heieie parage. 
In Cipre of \^t may was mad \>e mariage 
At kyng R. pay, JHirgh conselle of baronage. 
Whan.)>ei were trouth plight, & purueied ^ sposage, 
Helianore forth hir dight to Rouhan hir menage, 
Bileft dame Berengere at Ricbarde's costage. 
Dame Jone kept hir dere, )>ci lyued als birde in cage. 

W H^N pes was alle certeyn of Richaid & Tancrade. Ricardoi ^ 
To ]>e cite of Kateyn in pilgrimage \>ei ;ede. percicrina.i 

sunt ad sft>^ 
ctaiu Apv 
tbam tir?;'!- 
Tq nem. 
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To \fe fertre of Saynt Agate Richard made offeryn^, 
& praied hir of grace to duelle \mt with ]>e l^yng. 
Alle I^re dayes tide Richard mad poiome, 
]>e baroos bi ]fat side did him grete honoure* 
Whan Richard suld wend, he tok leue at TancreSt 
Tancrez was fuUe hend, conueied him tuo journez, 
Gaf him foar schippes grete, & were of way befom^ 
{« tuo charged with whete, ]» topet with o)jer corn, 
& fine o]fet galeis with alle )>er apparaile, 
Richard was cnrteis, J^anked his traoaile, 
& Richard at \f3i turne gaf him a fidre Juelle, 
\>e gode suerd Caliburne, )nit Arthur luffed so welle. 
f )mn said Sir Tancrede vnto Richard our kyng, 
** God, ]nit saues at nede bo])e ]fe olde & ^gj 
^^ Kepe \fe fro mischance, & fro )^ fak enmys^ 
^* jmt er with Philip of France, euer ageyn )n ris. 
^^ Bi Hugh of Burgoyn he sent a letter vnto mcy 
*^ ]7at I suld, or )x>u went, be bitraied )K>rgh )«^ 
^^ & if werre or wo had risen vs bituen, 
^^ {re & ]7ine to 9I0 with me he suld haue bien. 
'^ |>e soth }7an lichewes it, )nt my sawe is trewe, 
^< Sir haf here ]7is writ, & schewe him alle newe. 
<^ If he it geynsay, I wille prone it on him. 
f Tancred went his way, & Richard wex fulle brim* 
R. tok his leue, Sir Roger turned & went, 
De^itCTca- ^ ^* g^" ^^^ gr^c» to Philip ^ letter sent* 
Ri^i^iS^ ^ N ^^^^^ ^"^ ^ ^ stounde, to Meschyns pBi cife| 
ipam^^'j^ Biforn him he founde hb sister & his meyne. 
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R. mlh Philip dele wild he nouht. 

Philip bote on hb lyppe^ & percejaed R. Jniabt. 

Whi }mt it ment, Philip gan aspie : 

A wiles to R. sent, how long he wild I>er lie, 

& what tyme he had tight forward his nauie, 

His sege to sette & dight, to help )^ Cristen crie ? 

f R. ansuerd jfet tUle, & said, ^^ it is foly, 
^^ To schewe counseil & skille, {'at not is to affie, 
<^ & )>hit ]fet owen writte }^r dede dos certifie. 
^^ Me )nnk in myninwitte it semed traytorie. 

I l^an spak Philip c^efe said, *^ I wote what \fh menes, 
'* }«t was a &ls brefe, & forged wele, it semes, 
'^ For my sister Aleyse, \mi is now forsaken,' 
'* For on of mor richenesse of Nauer )h>u has taken. 
^* It salle not so Richard, I wille )>e gif a gyue, 
*' ]h)U salle hold forward, if )h>u wost )^t I lyue. 

l^HAN Richard vnderstode, jmt kyng Philip had 
suorne, 
Bifor ]>e clergie he stode, Sc proued it on ^ morne, 
)nt his &der Henry }mt ilk Aleyse had knowen, 
A childc scho him by, \>9i he held for his owen. 



' Respouns del Rey db 
Fraunce qaunt Richard ad 
oye, Al matyn ly proue de. 
uaunt la clergye, Qe le Reis 
8oh pere, duk de Normendye, 
A neyt conou Aleys, qaunt 
laaait en bayllye, Et fyUe 



engendrait, ke mort est k 
seuelye. La leye de seyncte 
eglyse trop serrayt blemye. 
Et Richard & Aleys de dain« 
pne diea maldye, Si en ma* 
ryage Richard par la se lye, 
Codicet GatticL 
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A mayden cbilde it was, & now dede is it, 
^^ )>is wer a^ete tresfma, agayn myn owen inwitl% 
^^ So febli forto wirke, for drede of Code's awe^ 
*^ I Richard haf maugre, & I Aleyse take^ 
** Whan my &der & she suilk samenyng gan make* 
I )>an said kyng Philip tille alle )>o of Franoe^ 
'^ Of gile ]?is is a trip of Richard desceynance^ 
^' Gisors my gode cite, with alle \t punieianoe, 
'* Richard I gaf it fre, to mak |ris aliance 
*< Of him & hir \o tuo, ))at er now in distance. 
<^ Ten )K>u8and mark & mo, ))at now er in balance, 
*^ & I betraised of alle, bi God, J^at alle may ananoe, 
** I salle bring him to stalky bot he mak me acquiteace.^ 

^^ Now," said kyng R. '< \e manaoe late alle be^ 

c^meordatl ** \^^ ^fe haf reward of Gisops jn cite ; 

iwroD!^ ^^ \^ tresore ilk a dele, ]^t )h>u me bitauht. 

'^ For me salle haf wele alle ]>at \o\k ener auht. 
J^e barons suffred noubt \e kynges to be wroth* 
Luf & pes |>ei 80uht» }^t )>ei acorded both. 
Richard jald him his right, his tresore & his toun, 
}>orgh witnes & sight, of clerk, erle & baronn, 
His sistir forto marie, where God wild loke. 
To mak certeyn partie, R. a quitance toke. 

^FT£R )?e acord sone, Philip dight him forward. 
To boote mad him bone, & toke leue at Richard. 
\e wynde was in his saile, tille Acres gan him driue, 
Bot litille was his trauaile, tille R. gan ariue. 

Whan 
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Wban Philip tille Acres cam, litelle ^as his ded«, 

}>e Romance sals grete skam, ivho so )7at pas wilie rede. 

])e Romancer it sais, R. did mak a pele, 

On kastelle wise alle wais, wrouht of tre fulie welle, 

Ageyns holy kirke tille Aleyse forto drawe. 

In schip he did it ledei to reise vp bi )>e walle, 

&, if him stode nede, to couere him with alle. 

He reised it at Meschines, of wenre ti]?ing be herd, 

For}>e ilde of Sarazins j^erjates ageyn him tperd. 

))e Romance of Richard sais| he wan )>e toao. 

His pele fro }mt forward he cald it mate Griffoun. 

Tancred he was wys, he did R. wilie, 

To Philip turned his vys, to J'at he held him stiUe. 

JN O W is Philip on flete, kyng R. ^it duellisj 
Hes pele \nd he ypsette eft ageyn it fellis. 
For wrath first of Tancrede R. yp it reised, 
If he had turned to nede> his folk forto haf eised. 
Bot whan )>ei were mad frendes, ]H)rgh sight barouni 
Tancred to him sendes, praied him take it doun; , 
]mt no man for envie eft ageyn him held, 
Ne )H>rgh non o)>er harie to do him reise his schelde* 
f Now purueies him Richard ilk a day alle preste, Tk MTiboi 

Tille he be forward, he may haf no reste. ^us In 

Acres )>an is his triste, opon ]>e Sarazin feendes, cipriam. 

To yenge Jhesu Criste J^iderward he wendes. larimsab. 

j>e kynge's sister Jone, & dame Berenger, 
Formast of ilkone, next ]^m his Chanoeler. 



laenuiaU 
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Roger Blankael \fe Chancdere so bight 
His tide felle not wele, a tempest on him light. 
His schip was donnboro, his self ganj^er deye* 
I'e kynge^s seale was lorn, with o))er busses tueye. 
Dame Jone )>e fre to Jhesu scho bisouht, 
In Cipres scho mot be to bauen sauely brouht. 
jfe mayden Berenger scho was alle ofright, 
jfai novipei fer no nere l^e kyng scho sauh no sight. 
Tno busses wer forfaren, )nt in }« tempest brak, 
ffe godes attached waren to ^ kyng of Cipres Isaac. 
]mt ]fai askeped ]7at drede, & to Cipres wan, 
De Mvi- Isaac did )>am lede, to prison ilk a man. 
I Whan kyng R. herd of jmt mischnos tide, 
& how his schippis misferd, he turned vnto ]^t tide ; 
Tille Isaac lettres sent bi Roberd of Thomham| 
Sir Steuen with him went, a no)>er knyght Willianij 
** Praie him for God aboue, ak I am his pilgrim*^ 
'^ 2^1d it me with loue, jmi he holdes of royne. 
^< My godes ^t he has })are, my men deliuere of bond, 
*^ & destorbe not our fare, we salle to )>e holy lond ; 
<^ & if he wille nouht deliuer me my J'ing, 
*^ FuUe dere it salle be bouht, hi Jhesu heuen kyng* 
e messengers kamen to)^ kyng ysaak. 
ysaak tillc alle samen, )?is ansuere he spak* 
^' Messengers, wherto chalange je my )'ing, 
<^ & what haf I to do with Inglis tayled kyng ? 
*^ ])e godes ]?at be fonden on my londe o chance, 
^' Tiile him I am not bonden to mak deliuerance. 
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^' It b my profit, ix^ royn I wille )»m holde* 
)^i went ageyn fulle tite^ to kyng R. alle tolde. 

W HAN kyng R. herde say ysaak respons, 
'^ Turne we J^iderward, & delyuer our prisons, 
^^ & so it may betide, bei salle dere abie 
^^ My ]^t]>ei hide, my men in prison lie. 
Now he changes his weie, tille Acres may he nouht. 
Many )>erfore gon deie, I schrowe Isaak so wrouht. 
It was Isaak to wite, title Acres he com no nerre, 
}>e ska)>e on him gan bite, ))at R. turned ))e werre. 
f Whan Isaak had ti]7and Emperour of Griffons^ 
)>at R. drow to land with him alle his barons, 
He did gadre an oste of Cipre & Griffonie, 
& com vnto }mt coste, to waite Richard nauie. 
R. was perceyoed, \A were renged redie, 
& how )>er pencels weyued, son he mad a crie : 
** Arme we vs I rede, & go we hardilie, StS^e. 

^^ & we salle mak )?am schede, & sondre a partie. 
He was first )>at stirte to lond out of ]^ boote. 
Armed & suerd girte, bot an axe he smote. 
With ]>at axe he hewe, ^e Grifibns mad him weie. 
Many to dede he threwe, & to grounde doun leie. 
His maryners gan vp riue about in stedes seere, 
}>e Griffons ]>ei gan driue bifor ])am alle plenere. 
)7e kyng Isaak fleih, his men had no foyson^ 
At \dX tyme he ne deih, his partie ^ede doun. 
R. cried on hie, ^' Londreis folowes me, 
'^ Loke ^e be me nehi, fulle gode giftes 2^ S^* 



a 



Take 



160 



Eicardus Rex. 



*^ Take Vfe jfis Emperour, \mi getu \fise Griffons^ 
^^ Falle salle pis honour for hold of our prisons* 
Isaak had a spie, )>at warned him ay beforn^ 
To tak ]>e mountayo hie, & bide ]^r tille ^ mom. 
f Whan )>e euen cam, R. dred tresoun, 
Agen to "pe water he nam, did set his pauilloan. 
fe godcs, J^at J^am gan falle geten at )mt iorne, 
Felawes were }>ci alle^ als forthely as he. 
ysaak sauh his vow ' tille & S. Symeouo, 
What falle \>ex of or how pe mom he suld com doan^ 
With scheide & lance in hand to sane his r^iouoy 
To mak ]>e Inglis fleand, )>at had robbed his touiij 
If he of his mot take ou)>er erie or baroun, 
His prison suld he wake, ]mt wer deppest donjoun* 
For patriarke no pape, for bulle ne pardoun, 
)>er of suld he not scape, withouten grete raosoun. 
In tentis R. rested allc ]>at ilk nyght. 
His men wer wele gested with brcde, wyne & light. 



Mane venit 
ad civita- 
|em Lymo- 
sin. 



On )>e morn he ros, & went to Lymosoun, 
A cite large in clos, pe folk were fled pe ionn. 
Griffons \>ei it held, |)ei wer scaped away, 
Yitaile inouh at weld, ]>ei fond of com & hay. 
Isaac did it store, to hold for tuo ^ere. 
Ariued wer J^er bifore dame Jone & Berengere^ 



' F. tille Criste & Syme- 
oun? Nam^ Isaqe ad fet son 



Towe a dieu & Seint SimouaSj 
Galiice. 
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f ]fai tuo barges mot lede^ of ]?at ware did he fille. 

Title his siJTen he ^edc, & warned jmm fulle stille 

In )>e mornyng to rise, JTe tyme at ]>e day sterne 

\>e Emperour & hise to seke ]>ei suld alle^eme* 

His barons eiierilkone be })at tyme wer dight^ 

pe kyng formast to gone, ]>e way he led J^am right* 

Was non in tente ne toun behind him durst be, 

Bot Bernard of Bayoun, \>at was kepand ]>e se* 
f R. rode stilly neihand pe Emperour, tie tupt 

lie gaf a bold crie, whan he bigan his stour. . penuorit« 

\fe tcntes doun he hew, Isaac to reuile, 

& for non him knew^ askaped he ]?at while. 

' Bare in serke & breke Isaac away fled^ 

It was not told a leke, }>at non of his I'ien led^ 

R. alle ouer ran, & toke alle pai he fond, 

A faire }>ing )>er he wan, )>e baner of pe Iond« 

Som of jmm were gode, to R. gaf bataile^ - 

Bot alle to dcde ;ode, & lost alle ]fcx tranailei*. 

Taken were a partie, bot maste of Jmrn-were shtyn^ ^ • 

Als man }>at wan maistrie R. turned agayn. 

To Lymoson ]?am led, his fcst he did )>er crie^ i 

Berenger wild he wed, & ))er soiorAe & lioi*, > 

^ \>e l^rid day of \)e fest, Sir Bernard of Bayou n| 

Newed eft J^er geste, )>e queue he gaf }>e oproun. 



• • 
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* En cbemyse, en brayse 
fuaunt eschapait, Ses chi. 
u»ls, , ses armes al Rey Ri. 
chard leissait Gallice. * Le 



terce Jour .de la,f«6tele Reyv 
comaundait, Qe^ Bernard de, . 
Bayoun.la diune^coioui^- 
Gall. * 
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Becttotra* J/0 \A floUtniimito com lofdes of lenmiftf 
^lerant )»t weddyng forto Be, ior grete affcctioiui^ 
iUgb^ Of Jeriualem caiitie \t gode kyng Gnyooto, 

Gaufrey his bro^ was he» & Aanfcey. oT T^nmil^ 
Reymoaa oC Antioche, of Triple )w erfe BaBtomi^ 
Frere ' Ruffyii Delmoafat, & ))e duke Leoaiii 
l^ise mad R* boaiage doohleli, kndand doiin* 
Ageyn \t Sarazin ly nage^ ))at, leues on Mahaun^ 
AUe \A same ])b same, )iat ^are I'ei wisre & bovtt 
To die in Jhesn name with gode deoocioiin) 
^t for TS suffred achamei 8l died ^oigh passioion* 
^ We trowe it is our frame, his resmrreetioun. 
R. said his skille, *' lordynget, )>is is lewim, 
^^ Bitnex vs if ^owille mak oUigaciduBy 
^^ )«t I be ^ouralkr bro}wv ft ^ in my bandoim,, 
*' )mt non faile (^r, ne oonsent to resoun.. 
\ti granted aUe ]?erto, kyng, erle ft baroun^ 
ft who ))at wilLa not so> gaf him.)>er malisoun* 

Divisit tor- AXSO sui^ R. has armes did crie, 

Gill* 

ft hb oste did parte to }>o )7at couth it guye. 
\t noble kyng Guyon tok of bis cheaalrie 
O^r lordes of renoun, assigned )nira,]>er portie. 
Whan Isaac herd seie, what help R. was comen, 
& how to stop his weie parties had |>ei nomen, 
Of his men roost wor)>i, at }mm conseile gan takei 
)« best he mot go bi, a cord with R. make. 



i>i ■ ■« ■ !■■ 
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Yo messengers camen, \t conseil ]>at he ches 
Bifor R. alle samen, & enformed his pes* 
^' 2our wille Trille he aUe dO| & be at ymt mercy/' 
R. ansuerd J^erto, '^ I grante it UiJ^ely* 
f ))an com \t Emperour bifbre kyng Richard lafcntor 

<< l^t I did dishonour, Sr; haf it to no reward. k!i^teSL 

'< )>e dede )«t I did ille, my foly it was, 
<< I praye \e ^ith gode willei foi^^yue me }M trespatf* 
^< l^i man vriUe I be bi water & bi land, 
** \\b reame \o hold of \ty 9c bowe vhto \i hand. 
*^ )x) men, )«t I did take to prison \e to)M mom, 
*< Amendes I trille make, & bring )»m ]>e bifiMrn* 
'' \i godes \e biken, or ))e yalow verray, 
^^ )>at )?i drooikled men tynt )te'to))er day; 
*^ & with \e wille I go alff felawe^ in fbrd, 
^' A handreth knyghtes mo, armed & gird with snerd. 
*^ & four hondreth to bote, sqnieres of gode any, 
<< & fine himdreth o fbte^ to whilk I salle pay 
*' Ilk day )«r wages to ]h> ilk plenere, 
^^ Knyght, squier & pages, )>e termeii of tuo zttt» 
'^ ' My doubter & myn heyre to- loke hir I }« grante, 
<< )?at )iou be in speyre I salle hold conante. 

JtClCHARD curteise was, Jutsaah bede suilk lonef, 
Forgaf alle )ie trespas, wirechlpid himself abone. 
Tent & pauiUon tille Isaac did he signe, 
Wirschipped him at reson, right as himsdf was 



' Mafylle e;^ de mes te* I comeoe[flv«ceo]cooeaannftd 
res te doray a garder, Taiiir i manf fet eateer Codd. Gal. 
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circuit ter- 
rain, & cc- 
pit Nichoci 
& filiam 
Iiaac 



f Wban \e day was ciit, to rest men wer alle lakf^ 
Isaac gaii repent, |^t he to R. said* 
Fulle stille away be went, )>at was a Iheoes braid ; 
A messenger he sent )9at J'us to R» said : 
, f ^' Isaac wille not grafife, to oblige him to J^e^ 
^^ No to be )>i tenante his body bonden be^ 
*^ Ne to suilk seruage his heyrs disherite, 
** Ne ;eld at terme & stage rent mykelle oo lite;^ 

ft 

^^ O deuel," said )>e king, ^^ )>is is a foltid maoy. 
'^ Whan he with trechettyng bi nyght away so ran. 
'^ }pei red him alle a mysse, ]>at conseil gaf ])erto. 
'^ Wenes he our men Inglisse for to trectber so ? 



^ OW gos kyng R. his purueiancc to make. 
How & whider nmrd be hoped Isaac take. 
T» \o lordes ]>at camen, als Buraund & Sir Guye, ^ 
& ]?e toiler alle samen, he toke galeis tuenty, 
& busses }pdX were gode o hundreth of \fe mo:»t. 
To fare open Jtc flode, to waite wele bi j?at coste. 
f Efl bi Ciprcs side Isaac to aspic. 
If lie toke any tide out of lond to flie. 
K* south Ye lond with godc folk & bardic^ 
J'e tonnes )?at jjei fond }?ei felle to his mercie. 
' Roberd o£ Thornham bare him nobilly, 
Bi ]>ese side he nam, & wan it per maistrie. 
J^an turned he to ]>e kyng after his conquest, 
\>ei mad ]?an a samcnyng, to go toward )>e West. 



' Robert de Turnham se 
mene nobiement, La tere souz 



maryne ad conquys 
ment Codd. GalUcu 



nette. 
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\>e cite of Nichoci ]^i wan, & were {ler in, 

& a no]>er )>erbi, a (oun men calle Cherin. 

Doun of the kastelle mote Isaac douhter cam, 

Sc felle R. to fotegreland, ]?at doole kirn nam. 

** Lord kyng," scho said, " on me Jjou haf mercie, 

& R. hand to laid lift hir cnrteislie, 

& sent liir tille his wife, & tiile his sister Jone, 

& )7cr scho led hir life with ))o ladies ilkone. 

\>e castels & )>e godes tonnes stored wele, 

Vitaile vnto }>er fode R. toke ilk dele. 

' Sir Guy 8c Bumund \fex com as \>ei jede, 

)>e ne tynd ne fond, ne were at no dede. 

Roberd bisonht ]>e kyng, to turne toward Biifnet, 

& )>er ouer alle ^ing his s^ \fex to set. 

*^ In alle GrifTonie ne es so strong a toure, 

'^ & ^t ^e wille \>er lie, it is to ^our honoure. 

R. also sui)>eto Bufuet he 2;ede, 

His maistrie gan he kye, engynes dight to dede. 

Whan ]>ei were alle digbt, stalworj^ely & fast 

Bo\>e day & nyght vnto \>e toure he kast. 



X O while ]>2Li kyngR. was kastand to }>e tonre, 
Statin his stiward spak to ]fe Emperoure, 
AIs his mete he sat, & was his seruitoure, 
'^ Forto amend ^ur stat I wille conseiloure. 
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** Sir kyng Isakia I am pi Tauttsoavey 
'^ My nam is StatiO) I wille be no inutoure. 
<^ I haf kept \A lande, I ae )iat dishoDOuro 
^^ la now )« nerhandy ]x»rgli (ns oonquerour^ 
^^ ' )»t 9n Jnglis kyog) a wys weneoar* 
'^ Loke ]foa lese no )>ing for pi fole erroure^ 
^* Ne ))eIond,be not Icnto, )>at l^in anoessoaie 
*^ So wele kept bifiHm, ab noU^ gonanoaie^ 
*^ Go & makhia pea, or he do ]>e moieatome, 
^^ & }x>a to )>i deaes ma^ haf ]>e fhite & flonse. 
Jwn said Isaac till^ him, ^^ eit )mi bia mayoleooiir 2 
Folle bro)>eIy & brim he kept vp a trenchdout', 
& kast it at Statin, did him a schamfsUe scbomew 
His nese & his ine he cufe at miaattentoiue. 

Statin vp he stlrte, him \Hmbt {xsrof gre(e4chmme» 
<* Sir )n)u has me hirte, \fer(at )k>u ert to bhun<. 
Ak so suij^ehe ^ede vnto kyng Eich^rd, 
&schewed him alI)>atdedeof Isaap )>e coiiffgrd, 
^< Sir be my socoure, & Tcnge myn outrage^ 
R. did him honoure, & he mad him homage. 
Statin wele ]fan lete, he ;alde him alia j^e honour 
Of Baaf & Bufnet, * ))at he of Is Dieqdampiir* 
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Castcis Sc citez fat be he of Isaac hdd, 
Baronies & feez, be ^M bim ilk a scheb). 
]>e grete lordes Inglis, J^at ])e werre had gonnen, 
Wer fuUe glad of |>is^ Cipies so aone was wonnen. 

ISe side of S« Andrewwas an Abbay, 

Cape ))e name men knew. & \>er in heid \fei say^ 

jwit kyng Isaac was princly hid ^ in, £^^" ?,*^ 

To R. so ]iei spak, he went him oat to wynne^t SLii^i 

Isaac ti])ing herdf B. com him to seke, . abMon^^^ 

Ageyn R. he ferd» to fote he felle foUemeke^ 

& said, ^^ Sir mercy» my life )h>u sane it me| 

^^ Do not ]xit vilany^ fettred jfatlhe. 

^^ In prison \>on me do, bot nouht in Jbondes bynde, 

^' I pray ;ow it be so, for schame of my kynde. 

Said R. '^ )h>u salle haue at |>in owen deayS| 

^' }>i life I salle ^ sane/V Isaac he did yp rise* 

^^ O dele/* said J^e kyng, << ))is is afole Briton. 

^* He spak no maner j^ing^ for regne to gif raunson^ 

^^ Ne no])ing him bisouht, he was of kynge*s blode^ 

<< Bot for prison bisoubt> als fole )»it couth no gode. 

^^ Now er hb anens wrouht^ of ailoeie wele oner gilt^ 

*< Dayet }at }«of rouht» his was alle )« gilt. 

Taken is he to loke to Berenger & Jone^ 

& \>ei him ?ndirtoke ]h> ladies euer ilkonet 

' To Statin gaf It ))e cite in kepyng, 

ft bad him be stiward, als ore was with )>e kyng. 
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For Isaac did him schame, his lord snid be, 
]^i caled him }7is toilame/ Statin \fe nasee. 

ripriacon- JN OW Is Ciprcs lorn fro Isaac & hisc, 

per Kegpm & to R. suom for his Yallaiitise, 

fi, car urn. ^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ (comonly faUc gode men 8c wise) 

Com to his mercy, doand him seniisc, 

J^at bies woule & wync, ft sellis with conant. 

" Dp com," said Statyn, *^ bargeis ftmerchant, 

f * & knyght & squiere,* & mak J>am jour tenant, 

f^ Citez &tounes*sere, hosbond &sergant, 

f^ & tak of }7am homage, as custom is & haunt. 

** To do )?at ilk seruage," )?c folk said, " we glvuntj 

** & Jjerto'half oiir )>ing, for to haf ]x) lawes, 

f^ pat Samuel |?egode kyng gaf bi olde dawes, 

^^ & sikred it with skrite, hyngand sethisseale ; 

& R. gaf it so quite, ))at ]7ei suld him be leale. 

31 OW has kyng R. of Cipres ]>e seignorie, 

What with nesshe & hard wonne ]>e maistrie. 

To Statin ]>e nasce did he gretc curteisie, 

Alle Cipres gaf him fre ageyn his vilanie. 

With a suerd to holde, of R. hey res alle 

Jnglis kynges tolde, to whom ]>e chefe salle falle. 

Statin ]>e reamenam, in ]7at ilk conaunt, 

pat Roberd of Thornham, if J^e kyng wild him graunt, 
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With him forto duelle, to maynten |>e pes, 

* • 

)>e folcs forto felle, ]>at rise mid in res. 

Now leues Roberd with Statin nasee, 

Tllle ti}>ing be more herd, or pes better be, 

With J)e kynge*8 leue )>e.lond to justise. 

His enmys to greue, I'at ageyn him wild rise. 

His wille has R. sped in Cipres fer & nere, 

& Isaac forth is led with Jone & Berengere 

At Triple to sojonme, & ]>er ]>ei mad a crie, 

Title Acres'forto turne alle holy ]>er nauie. 

Bibynd left non of hise, bot alle with him ]>ei nam. 

Hot he l^at was jiistise, Roberd of Thornham. 

Now cr alle on flote^ Grod gif ]>am grace to spede» 

With douhty fo to note, whan Yei com to dede. Ecce de 

oaTi in 
mari 

T none ]>e to)>er day f^ei sauh fer in f'e se 
A gr6!e basse & gay, fulle hie of saile was he. 
]>e weder was fulle soft, \fe wynde held }7am stille, 
)>e saile was hie o loft, ]>ei had no wynde at wille. 
In Philip nauie of France a pencelle ]>ei put oute^ 
His armes on a lance ouer alle \fe schip aboute. 
So mykelle was J^at barge, it myght not lightly saile, 
& so heuy of charge, & J>e wynde gan fiule. 
To wite what )?ei were went a marinere, 
Respons J^ci gaf him )>ere, '^ ]>ei were men of mistere, 
^^ Fro Antioche were weijit vnto kyng Philip, 
^^ & for vs hias he sent, & his is pxs schip. 

'Sic, 

Said 
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Said )>e kyng R. <^ Sir prince if ]H>a be, 
*^ Bi tyme tame io me ward, ibr I wille i peke iritb )«# 
)je prince com fuUe sone, Sir Richard did he caUe, 
'< Do dight & mak j^ow bone, |ie schip ere Saraiing alky 
'* Tille Acres )>ei {'am rape, yenom for oar men ledc^ 
^^ & if ]>ei vs ascape, )« Cristen may {'am dede. 
Eeee didt ban cried Richard on hie> ^^ now batale vs bdyoe^ 

<< ]H>rgh help of oar ladie, Jmt ichip odle alle to rjoe. 

' Ilk man \tt may wynne tok to his partiep 

To set chalange \ex inne salle no man be bardie. 

))e kyoge's owen Galeie, he cald it Trencthemeie^ 

)«t was ficst pn weie, & com l^e scbip foUenere. 

0}«r were )>er inowe» ]mt \et after dronh, 

Bot he com with a suowe, ]»t }ft schip to ref. 

\t schip cast trokes out, ]>e gajeie to )»m dronh^ 

1^ kyng stode fuUe stout, & many of jmm slouh. 

Wilde fire )>ei kast, ))e kyng to confound. 

His schipmen were fuUe wrask, ek had he gon to gnmnA, 

)7e kyng abaist him nonht, bot stalworthly fauht, 

Alle to dede he brouht, )Mit his Galtie ouer rauht. 

)7e galeie )>er ]>orght schete, & J^e kyng was gode, 

1^ schip )7at was so grete, it drookled in J^e flode. 

\ti teld fiueten hundred Sarazins, ))at drenkled were, 

Fourti & sex wer sundred, & alle \o were saned J^re. 

\t snmme couth no man telle of gold )>at was ]>er in 

& o)>er riches to selle, bot alle mot )>ei not wyn. 
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\t venom alle |>ei hent, ia )>e se cast it away^ 
\e folk it mot haf schent, ))at about Acies lay* 
Annour \A had plente^ & god besquite to mete. 
It sanke son in ))e sCi balf mygbt )>ei not gete« 
' Ricbard bade, ^^ bale yp bie jour saile8> J^er God Vi lede^ 
<^ Oar meii at Acres Ue^ of bdp \d baf grete nede. 
\e date was a )H>U8and, a hundretb nienti & one. 
Fro Cipres be was sailand, a toun be wan Aam. 
f Als grace of God wikl be, )>e wynde gan bun dryue^ 
1^ euen of ]>e Trinite ynder Acres R. gan aryue. 
Dame Jpne & Berengere bifor him fond beeft : 
Isaac ])e Empqreie at Triples was left. 
Jtc folk of Grrifionie, wban R. was gone^ 
To Statin bad enyie, a monk J^i cbes ilkone, 
]nit Isaac cosyn was, & cprpnned bim for kyng. 
\e\ did a foule trespas, it was ynsemly ^ing. 
Statin wild J^ei greue, mispaied was Roberd, 
Hesaid» '^ )^ salle miscbeue,'' whan be )iat typing beid* • 
Night & day ]>ei woke, Roberd & Statyn^ 
|x>rgb force }>e monke ]fd toke, & broubt bim to Cbcryo. 
^it be skaped out, ))e monke of prisoim, 
* )>ei cried, ^< has aivies about Robeid fico toon to toon* 
)>e folk wban )^ were comen to Statyn & Roberd, 
Eft }« monke \^ nomen, at Cberyn J^ei bim sperd« 
Opon )>e l^rid day ]^ Iblk be did somoune, 
Lered men & lay, fre & bond of tonne. 
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A quest Jmn wild he take of ]>e monke \?X bare }^ Gonmne^ 

His abite he gan forsake, his ordre lete alle doune. 

& jit a no)>er sawe of behoues be spcdcen, 

Ageyn \e coinon lawe, }^ prison has he broken. 

Som cbesons \e\ cast, & som for him said, 

Bot here now at )>e last, what dome was on him laid. 

i>« mona- oAID Sir Roberd, ** monk bou was whilom, 

cbo rege ^ ^ ' 

*^ For wirschip of }p% werld forsokc )H>a alle & som. 

'^ To God ]x)u mad a vow in \\ professionn. 

^^ His traitour ert ]x)u now, ]K>a did him a tresoon. 

^^ For )>e worlde's blisse }h>u left \ivk habite, • 

^* & now ]h>u wost for wisse of bo]>e ert }h>u quite. 

** We toke J?e als robboure in |7is ilk euntre, 

*^ ]h)u reft )>e kyng his honour, |^t felle not ynto )w^ 

'' To Cheryn ]mt ilk toun, J^ider was }h>u led, 

** & J>er J?ou brak prisoun, & away J?ou fled. 

^^ Eft we did )>e take, in prison we )>e bond, 

** l^at lawe I salle }ft make, J^at is Richard Ipnd. 

** Galwes do jc reise, & hyng )?is cheitefe. 

^^ Better him wcr with eise in clostre haf led his life^ 

^^ ^^e seruise of his soog recorded & lered, 

^^ }7an chalange with wrong ]?at kyng R. conquered, 

^^ & y\ messe songen, & serued God alle myght, 

'^ l^an to be hongen in \\ frendis sight. 

JN OW of J^is olde monk & )?is new kyng, 
I'at was not worth a fonk, don has his endyng^ 



j» 



Ricardus Rex\ 



171 



J>e folk was'alle pesed, to Statyn wild \e\ cheue^ 

Of Statyn )>at was sesed Roberd toke his leue 

With ricchesse inouh/ J»t he to Acres led, 

& teld kyng R. how of alle ]7at he had sped, 

<* ]>e folk of Griflfonie a monk )?ei chese to kyng, 

<^ Sib Isaak a partie had mad a chalangyng. 

*^ In Cipres wer |?ei comen, J?er maistrie gani |>ei ki|?e, 

^^ & we ageyn ]?am nomen, & tok him als sui)>e. 

'^ To Cheryn we him led, & \ex he brak prisoun. 

^' Efl we toke him fled, brouht him ageyn to toun, 

'^ )>e courte opon him sat, \e quest filed him & schent. 

•* For trespas of jwit, he toke jugement. 

** Alias! for vilenie," said R. }pe kyng, 

^' I'at a kyng suld so die, hanged for no ^ing ! 

'^ Roberd Jtou ert io blame, ))ou did ageyn resoun, 

^^ Certes ]>ou has don schame tille alle }mt bere coroun. 

** Sir," said Roberd, " |«r of is not to speke; 

'^ Late alle J^is be sperd, on Gode's enmys \^ wreke* 

'^ Sij^n Philip hider cam, he gaf neuer non assaut : 

^^ It wer mykelle scham to mak suilk a defaut. 

^^ A partie has ]>oii sped, )ninked be God alle myght ; 

^^ ;it sallc ]>ou mak ]mm drcd, or com a fonrtenyght 

*^ Do reise vp J^in engyns, & wyn of )»m \\&e dikes. 

^^ I trowe ]>e Sarazins our comyng mislikes. 

JtClCHARD als sui]?e did reise his engyns, 
\e Inglis wer )>an bli)?e, Normans & Peteuyns. 
In bargeis & galeis he set mylnes to go, 
\q sailes, as men sais, som were blak & bio, 
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Som were rede & grene, ^ wynde about \mm hLeme, 
A selly sight to sene, fire ]>e sailes J^ewe. 
)^ stones were of Rynes^ ]>e noyse dredfiiUe & S^et^ 
It affiraied Jre Sarasiis, as leuen ^ fiie out schete* 
[le noyse was Turide^ it lasted alle day. 
Fro morn tille euentide, )«r of had many affray. 
To while ]>d. had wondryng, of )>i3 {mt )^i ae knew 
Stode R. our kyng, )?e chyne in tuo he hew, 
& sesid )>e Saiazin dtkes> maugre )»m enerilkoo* 
Now ]>e Sarazins mtslikes, to Maboun mad }fd mone. 
Our Cristen wer fiilie fayn, ^ sauh R« J^erin, 
}>e dikes wer all drawen with iren chynes )>rin. 
f ^* Certes," said ]>e Soudan, Jnt was in Acres toaie^* 
^^ ]ns is a kyng a roan, ])is is a werreouiei 
** Me {>iok ela a wonder, hot he salle do grete wo, 
*' He salle sched ys o sonder, firo Aores saUe we go» 
*^ If he forth haf grace, as he now bigynnes, 
^* Hi)>en salle he yschaoe, & alle J^is lond he Wynnes 
tlofi!ciaa4 ' '^^^ bisshop of Perouse com to kyng Richard^ 
feS^TcEri^ *^ Sir, ouer meruailouse our duellyng here is hard ; 

jS^iS^ " ^^^* ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^ «*cn haf we ixM 

*^ Fourti J^usand lorn for hungre 8b coldb 
^< \fe hungre was so grete, & }>e cold so stark, 
^^ l^at a quarter whete was at tuenty mark. 
^^ For ten mark men sold a litille bulchyn, 
^^ Litille lesse men told a bouke of a motoun. 
^^ Men gaf fiueten schillynges for a goos or a heen> 
For ]>e grete lordyngea bouht to seke men* 
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^* An at U it seine for floe schiUynges was boQht, 

<< A pen finr penyes tuelue, or \A faiad it nduht 

^^ )ie oonran of \t osle bouht ))ain bors flescby 

<< Ornniles or assis roste, or haf bien mete k«e« 

** Many grete mishappes^ many bard trsnailei 

^^ Haf comen ys bard clappes, wban }fA gsat TS assafle* 

*^ Ho told to ]>e kyng many bard cbanoe^ 

*^ ]>at tellis bere no Jnngy boi alle in ^ romance* 
1 He tellis in be romance, sen Acres wonnen was, Eeee pn* 

How God gaf bim faiie cbance at \}t bataik of Cayfitf. cm4I. 
1 Si]>en at Nazaretb, at ^ Assompcion messe. 

At Assnr be did to detb ]« Sarezins more & lessee 
f Si]wn at Japhet was shiyn fannelle bis stede, 

}>e romance tellis grete pas )^r of bis donbty dede. 

Bot )« bissbop sais ynto kyng Ricbafd, 

How \mm felle dper wais so many woes & bard. 

^^ Bot/' Sir, <^ we here wele telle, ;e ere so frew a kyng, 

^^ Onr folk ]mt bere duelle, j^nie jour coinyng. 

*^ Oner alle now is said, bb comyng )«nk we God^ 

*^ Oor bope is on bim laid, & fuUe utrele b it trod, 

'^ jmt je salle wele spede, to schorten otir soiome, 

*^ & mend our grete nede, to ioy Jxtt it mot tome. 

^* 2onr wille b euer so gode, & ^our trentb so treist, 

^^ jour doubt^nesse of blode ^ Sarazbis salle fieist. 

'^ Now, Jhesn, for )mt croice, )h>u |H>led on'passiono, 

^' Here our sinfuUe voice, & gcant jow wynne ))e toun. 
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Whan kyng R. herd, \q Cristen had suilk: pyiiy , 
Fulle soft he him ansuerd, wepand with his ine, . 
*' To Crista for me biseke, ]^t he gyue me j'at grao^ ) 
^^ \e Cristendom to eke, Ipe. Sarazins to chace. 
R. also sui)^ did set hb pauilloun, 
His maistrie sone gan ki]>e, he dight him to ]>e totm. . 
Now ere ])e dikes wonnen opon Code's enmys, 
& sautes has bigonnen, )H)rgh whilk he getis pris. 
So did kyog Philip with sautes on )mm gan pres, . 
Bot for a forgetilschip R. & he bo]7e les. 
Philip left his engynes withouten kcpyng a nyght^ . 
\dX perceyued \q Sarazines, with fire brent }>am dona right# 
For he com on'jie mome, assaut be wild haf gyaen^ 
His Engyns fond he lorne, brent & title askes dryuen. 
R. said his ayis, blamed him for ))at dede. 
A werreour )«it were wys, desceyt suld eucr drede, . 
Wele more oh }?e nyght, }7an opon \fe day, 
In mirke withouten sight wille enmys mak affray* 
R, lent him of hise, Acres for to assailc ; 
Philip withouten fayntise did alle his trauaile. 
]7e to kyng & \e to)7er assailed it so hard, 
)?at ]7e Soudan broj^r cried pes opon forward. 
AUc )7ei went to here, what ]7e Soudan wild say : 
J}e folk com alle in fere with \o kynges tueye. 
1 J?is was J?e Sarazins sawe, " \e toun jeld jow we "willcj 
" If je grant vs ]?e lawe, I sallc say jow )?e skille, 
** Late vs alle out com, y\s is J?e first we chese. 
" )?at non be slayn ne nom, nc life no l}^mme lese ; 
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^' & if \mt Vfe wille take a baron of jour oste^ 
'^ & Cristen kyng him make, to r^ne bi ]>iu coste^ 
^* Him \fan isrille we say, who is moste yaliant^ 
' ^^ If je consent J^at way, )>e marchis of Af^^^^'^^* 

JKiCHARD was bastif, & ansuerd |)at stand, 
*^ Certes {>ou lies cheitif, & as a stinkand bund, 
^^ Here ere a ]^usand mo more worj'i haf pris, 
^* )7an he \>o^ teUis fro, ])at ilk traitoure marchis* 
^^ It salle auaile him nouht, ]7at he jour Spudei^ sei^t 
^^ I se ]7at he has boubt ^e lond with his present, 
^^ fie y\s lond is oure, & our right wonyng, 
** For oure ancessoure hereof was he kyng, 
^^ & je ere our enmys, )>e Cristendam to spille, 
^^ & now is )>e marchis turned to jour wille. 
^^ I rede out of }>is oste \>e marchis go bis gate, 
^^ Bi Gpd bat myght has moste, be may go to la(^« 
<< If be l^orgh trajtorie 8a^e be at jour deuyS| 
^^ I salle do him h^ng hie^ pr draw|& with runc^Sf 

• 

oAID ]>e kyng of France, <^ R. whi art )h>u wroth, 
<^ What is jour distance, {'at he is )>e so loth ? 
*^ & be is gentille knyght, of kynge's blode comen, 
^^ If he with ynright oubt of )>in haf nomen, 
'' He sal^e at ])i wille mak alle |mi ameodes, 
^^ & late alle be stille, ])at )h>u him defendes. 
f Said )7e kyng R. *< Sir, at jour honouie, 
^^ In J^at ilk forward be jdde me my tiesoure^ 
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^^ }rat my fadere Henry gaf to ]>e Holy lond. 
*^ He tokie it wikkedly out of \q Hospitelen hond. 
*' Fourti ]H3asand pounde, & if he ;elde it me, 
^^ We salle fare & fonnde als frendes falle to be. 
Sir Pbilip stille he stode, worde ne spak he more. 
In l^at same way \ei gode, right als it was ore. 
Richard asked )k> landes, ])at \e Cristen wan 
Out of \e Sarazios handes, & chaoed )je Soadan. 
\e Sarazins wild not jelde so mony londes sere-, 
Ne \e kynge's ne wilde acorde in o]^r manere. 

Oft tille our Inglis men was schewed a meryaile giete, 
A darte was schot to )^m, hot non wist who it scbete. 
In \e schaft was purtreit, )K>rgh \e holy goste trowe I^ 
Ecce min- In nomine pairis, it said, Sf JUii 4* spiritus sandi. 
Was neuer Oristen man covipe peroeyne \fe certeyn, 
Ne wist what tyme no whan it passed out eft ageyn. 
It com fro l^at tureile, )>at R. had doun smyten, 
Alle \fe Sarazins oonseile in )« sohaft was writen, 
& alle ]>er ordinance, kyng R, it wiste, 
It was a fulle faire chance schewed ]H>rgh Jhesu Crbte. 
R. mad Jmnkyng to Jhesu for {^at sond, 
& for )>at schewyng to wirschip him suld be fond. 

X O Philip & Richard ]>e Sarazins said }>ei wild, 
|n n gode forward, }>e toun to ]mm ^eld. 



' A Phelipp & Richard lef | Sarecyns yolaint Souent la 
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Of Jerusalem \e land }>ei said he said it haue, 

)>erto tuenti ]H>U8and of Cristen men to saue. 

I>ei treistid not \qx tille, bot )>ei did it in dede^ 

)>e kynge's with gode wille vnto assaut jede. 

R. had minouresy )mt myned vndere }pe walle^ Acres d- 

A pece with a grete cours at ons felle doun alle. cit per ri- 

I>e Frankis bare Jxun stoute^ ]>e myno^ bo)>e & cast 

Vnto a toure Maudut, & wan it at \e last. 

I^e Sarazins som ]>ei slouh, & som for drede fied. 

At l^at tyme wele inouh I'e Frankis manly sped. 

|>e Inglis at ^pex triste bifor )^m bare alle doun, 

& R. als him listej^e way had redy roun. 

Now has R. entre, & Acres taken es^ 

\e Sarazins com fuUe fre, Sp offired him grete riches* 

Vnto PhUip of France ^ Frankis mad a crie9 
'' \\ worschip to auance com in als kyng hardie. 
*^ Com in as lord of fe, for hedeles ere }>ei hopped 
^^ & slayn alia may )H>a se, )>at \\ way stopped : 
& now is Acres taken J^orgh R, \q conqneronr^ 
His banere held )>am waken was pot of o toure. 
Kyng Philip did also, hb baner was forth laid, 
& righ it felle J^erto, for no man him withsaid, 
1 ' }pe erle of Ostrece cam, & put bis banere out^ 
& R. asked ]H>rgh wham \q erle bare him so stout. 



cite rendre & bien promeU 
taynt, Ke la seinte tere Je- 
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Kyng R* ]^ight batie after ]>e Erie sent, 
& asked, ^^ of what seignorie holdes )x>u lond 8c rent^ 
^' )>at ]k>u has put out here ]>i baner for maistrie, 
^< AmoDg kynges baneres, withouten auowrie ? 

SiRj said Jje duke, " I am now comcn here, 
«* J>ise Sarazins to rebuke, & slo at my powere. 
*< My lond I hold with right, at no man's dome, 
<< Bot of God alle mygh. So Saynt Petir of Rome. 
*< ' If \fo\x to non ^at Ijues,'- said R. ^^ )K>a chene ne bowe, 
f < Yi lond men salle gife tille one ]mt may it yowe. 
Crete scathe afterward in a litille }^rawe 
Com tille kyng R. for \mi envios sawe. 

Be obm'di- JM OW haf ]>e Cristen won Acres ]>at was lorn, 

onecaftri . i» « 

Pii«;riin, & be Sarazins ouer ron with force & doun bom. 

de remoci- i_ • <■ 

one Phi- be folk was mykellc & strong, of mete pei had grete nede^ 

lippu 

jfam burd departe ]7er )^ong, jmi lond mot })am not fede. 

J^ei parted ]>e oste in tuo, ]>orgh comon acofdanoe. 

R. wille was so, so was Philip of France. 

A castelle was J^er biside fro Acres a jome, 

Grete scaj^e it did bi tide to \>e Cristen in ]>e cuntre. 

]>e castelle bight Pilgrym, of alle it bare jfe flour : 

]>e Sarazins kept it |7at tym for )7er chefe warinstour. 



quin Sf duk etiam infra in MSS, 
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I'at castelle was fulle strong, & ille for to wynne, 

)>e Sarazins kqpt it long, \c\ wer inow \ei in. 

Philip went him }^idere, }?at castelle to conqaere, 

)>e Frankis alle togider did nouh whan \ei com ]>ere. 
I Richard oste forth ran, & grace bifor him fond, 

Auht jornes he wan with in {re Sarazins lond» 

Philip ]mt )>er lay to spede had he no grace, 

It was not wor]x; an ay, his dede no his manace. 

R. herd it say, he dred an oste mot skip 

Behindi & stop his way bituex him & Philip, 

^^ & if }?e Soudan ros opon Philip of France, 

^* & I wer }>an in clos withouten cheuisance, 

*^ So myght it in a while )>e gode torn tille ille, 

'^ A man salle ay drede gile, \e gode b not at wille. 

R. his oste did turne, tresore he had inouh, 

Nouht wild he soiorne, to Philip fast he drouh* 
1 Whan kyng Philip hard, {mt R« was comand. 

How faire hap with him ferd, so fer wan in Jre land, 

J^at R. turned ageyn, his marschalle tdd him why ; 

& said Philip, ^< certeyn our dede is not wor)^i. 

^^ Our dede has bene nouht sen we hider camen, 

^^ To turne haf I )K>uht tille Acres alle samen. 

^< If R. hider com, wynne it bifor ys alle, 

*^ ]7at we \\s sege nom, schame it wille ys fidle. 

** ])an salle men doute ys lesse, men se we do no dede, 

^' \e Sarazins our pruesse not so mykelle wille drede. 



K 3 Now 



1^ RicarOus jBftir. 

rl OW is I'e oste Frankis title Acres alle wenty 
& comen ere )je Inglis with paiHlIoun & tent, 
& loged ]mm right wele oner alle \fet Jmni fkA^ 
Inouh ]>ei had catelej & plente mefe & dryak. 
Whan \)ei had alle etciiy & watches mad alie pfesMe^ 
To geie ]^i })ei had geten, R. ;ede to reste. 
Ecce dA- I Orel J on ))e mom hb messe he jede to here, 
Ricardiper To Jhesu of Mary bom yts was his fira^fere: 
** Lord Jhesu/' he said, " als so vcrrayly 
^^ As my luf is on ]ft laid, & on }n moder BCar^^ 
*^ Help me to yenge fi dede of )>is Satazins kynd^ 
^' ]>Bt gaf consdle & rede, \fe io bete & bynd, 
** & namly on ]>at blode, )^t com of fals Pilate, 
*' ]mt wist sakles J^n stode, whan he off )>i ddme ttte^ 
*^ Jhesu for ])in honour, if it be ^i wille, 
^^ I ask J^e now socoure, my ;crnyng to fnlfiUe. 



Ecrc quae 
dicit Ri« 
cardus. 



Tie capci- 
onc ctistri 
per Ricar- 

dllM. 



IxICHARD at Godesbord his messe had & his rigfatoa. 
Here now swilk a word he spak to his knyghtcs : 
** Of ]?is kyng Philip haf we no maner of hclpj 
" Togidir I rede we kip, )?at men of vs jelp. 
^^ I vowe to Saynt Michael, & tille halwes ])at are,^ 
** J)at for wo ne wele hi|>en ne salle I fare, 
^^ Ne tille Acres go, tilie }>e castelle be takenr, 
** J>at Philip went fro, for vs has it forsaken, 
^^ For his awen defaut with vs he has envie, 
^^ Go we to ^e assaut ]>ai God vs alle condie, 
f ]>e dikes were fulle wide fat closed ]>e castelle about, 
& depe ou ilk a sule, with bankis hie >rithout. 

Warn 
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Was ]>er non oitre, ]mt to ])e castelle gan ligge^ 
Bot a streite kauce, at ]>e end a drauht brigge. 
With grete duble cbeynes drauhen ouer "pe gate^ 
& fyfti armed sueynes porters at pai jate. 
With slenges & magneles \fd kast to kyng Richard^ 
Our Cristen bi parcelles kasted ageynward. 
' Ten sergeanz of )ie best his targe gan him bere^ 
})at ^re wer & prest to couere him & to were. 
Himself as a Geant ^ cheynes in tuo hew^ 
]>e targe was his warant, ]mt non tille him threw. 
Right vnto ]>e jate with )>e targe ]>ei jede, 
Figbtand on a gate, yndir him ]>e slouh his stede* 
}«r for ne wild he sesse, alone in to ]>e castele 
)H)rgh bam alle wild presse, on fote fauht he fuUe wde. I>e probu 
I & whan he was Withinne. & fauht as a wilde leon* • qauido 

He fondred be Saracins otujnne, & fauht as a dragon. per le la 
Withoute ]>e Cristen gan crie^ '^ alias ! R. is taken^ 
po Normans were sorie, of contenance gan blaken* 
To slo doun & to stroye, neuer wild ]7ei stint, 
J'ei left for dede no noye, ne for no wounde no d^nt. 
fai in went alle per prcs, maugre \>e Saracins alle, 
& fond R. on des figbtand, & wonne pe halle. 
No body bot he alone vnto pe Cristen cam, 
& slayn he had ilkone, pe lordes bot jre he nam. 
With )h> {nre o lyue bis messengers went, 
Tille Acres gan pei dryue, to Philip mad present 



castro. 
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P^OW n grete honour comen to Inglis merf 
]K>rgh R. I'e conqueroar, his douhtynes we ken. 
Kjng Philip of France fuUe greCely is he noyed, 
]>at R. had suilk chance, \fe castelle had destroyed « 
]K>rgh spie \fe Soudan wist, ]Kit Philip was no payed. 
No gamen him ne list, hot held him alle dismayed. 
To Philip a letter he sent ]>e Soudan Salad yn^ 
A no))cr to R, went, {mt brouht a Sarazyn. 
)>us })an gan he se^e, als h wer for J^er prowe, 
Unto \>e tynges tueye, ^^ \fe Soudan gretes jow, 
'^ & sais for seucn jere God \mn were \fe trewe. 
•* If jotir God be so clere, & of so grete vertewc, 
^^ As ^e preche oft tide, for sothe je schew & teie^ 
** We Sarazins on our side be {^at tyme salle purueie, 
'^ ])at ]>is lond salle be ^ours, & we bicome Gristen, 
" Withouten mo stours or blode spiliyng of men» 
^< & haf alle ]mt jie wan withouten gansaying. 
J'erto ansuer gan Philip ])e kyng, 
& said, ^^ \>eT men bedts skille, skille men ouh to take. 
^^ \fo )7at wille not {^at tille, skille salle jnxm forsakc. 



#c 



AlLAS!" said Richard, «< J>at euer it sulrf be cbutb, 
** Or spoken efterward said of Cristen month, 
" ]>SLi for a Sarazins sawe, contreued of fals quayntise, 
'* A Cristen man suld him withdrawe fro Jhesu Criste semise. 
•* Alle ere we hider comen, Jhesu Criste to serue^ 
*^ J?e way for him we nomen, for him to lyue & sterue. 
** His childre ere we alle, of God our fader biforn, 
" ]?is lond suld to vs falle, )>er our fader was born, 

^^ Jhesu 
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*^ Jh^su was bora here, & alle our first lyntfge^ 

^* We ere his childre dere, we clayme ]na our heritage, 

^^ jmi jfiae paen hondes our aooestre haf reft, 

'^ & )K>rgh hard woundes of \mm salle reyme it eft. 

** Bot if }fd wille with pes I'is lond ^eid ys.alle quite^ 

^^ ]^i salle }>an haf reles, of fayth gode respite. 

^' If )«i at no certeyn wille jcld it rs with pes^ 

'^ We salle wynne it ageyn, J'at ]^\ bifor ys les* 

^^ ' ]mt dos not his deuere with dede no with rede, 

*^ Hastely yis ;ere falle him ]>e ferynges dede. 

Jl HILIP vnderstode^ R. wild not consent, 

]7at ilk conant forth ^ode, )>at ]fe Soudan sent. 

Philip held him stille, & bigan to smyle, 

Men sais ]mt comes of ille, & J^inkyng som gile« 

No]>eles day & o]>er he purueied priuely. 

Of mast, saile, & roj'er he dight his schip redy. 
I Oft he sent for leue vnto kyng R. pi^,i 

Sekenes gan him so greue, ]mi he mot wende homward* IIuTarT'' 

He was in poynt to jelde J?e gaste^ & sone to die, rlJSiiiim 

For euel he ne myght him welde, in bed behoued him lie. ^ ?»»»▼>•' 
' Sen o)>er wais ne myght vaile, )mn said R« for wo, 

'^ Philip how wille me faile, & alle gate wend me fro. 

^^ Conant holdes he non, J'at he to Jhesu hight, 

" With body & soule alon to venge him at his myght. 

^^ Sen Jhesu he wille not venge, ne hold his vowe no ]'ing, 

^^ He salle him chalenge ]>e day of his- endyng. 



' Ke son deaer ne face, 
pur quay la croice perist, [tive 
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'' If he wille go oi dueUe^- as lie wille I wiUe irde^ 
<( )ie despite, Jxtt is to telle, to God is doa ilk dele« 
I FuUe oft bifprhaod bitaex ]mm was distance, 
For wynn]^iig of }>e land, ]»t R. vaa {Hirgh chance. 
Haloendele adced Philip, as ficur first conant, 
& for felawschip of Cipres cooquerand. 
Of )mt t^hilip of France, for he sold haf grantiset 
Mad R. a quite clamance fro him & alle hise^ 
& neuer )H>rgh no destresse suld clayme ])er of no right, 
Philip with grete mekenesse his tiouth )mto plight^ 
Gascoyn & Normundie suld jeme at his powere, 
Withouten Yilanie> tille his comyng were nere. 

Jl HILIP tok his leue, withouten more essoyne 

Hb suld alle to cheue, tille Sir Hugh of Burgoyne. 

Alle \t Frankis oste Sir Hugh had in kepyng. 

Now sailes fro )ntt coste, home wendes Philip \t kyng. 

In \e se sailand he lendes toward Lumbardie, 

^ \e erle of Ostrice wendes with him companies 

II. stille he leues, )>e lond he wild more se, 

& Saladyn be reues {'e flom of * Cisare. 

At ]7at ilk flom Richard gaf bataile, 

Greuance had he som, here now of his trauafle* 

In Antioche, in Acres, in alle \o ilk cuntres. 

He set wardeyns watres, to kepe alle ])e entres. 

Si)^n toward Cayfas displaied his banere, 

& euer his nauie was in ]« se biside not fere« 
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Richard « hU hU spie onSoudan Saladyn, STCS 

Som said he suld lie at J» tomi of Joppy a. Oa^inu 

To Joppya whan he cam, I'e Soudan was not J^eiei 

\e flom \e Soudan nam^ R. forio affi^re. 

Saladyn priuely was bussed beside ]>e floni| 

& spied strete & stie what R. suld com^ 

]^t he suld not pas, ne * mo man of his 06te« 

]>e water stopped was, Jxsr passage suld be moste« 

' Saladyn did stoppe ))e dikes ^kank & bro, 

]7at non suld ouer hoppe, ne man ne hors suld go 

)K>rgh ]7at enbussement, ])at was so priuely, 

R. suld be schent, if J^at way he com by. 

JKiCHARD fast him drouh toward Cisare^ 

To witte where or how }pe best passage mot be. 

Whan R. }^ider cam, he sauh ]>er was ire gette^ 

Passage non he nam, ]>e forthes wer withsette* 

R. beheld aboute, of gile he drede him neid, 

Of Sarazins a grete route, ()>e lond was vmbeleid,) 

& alle {'at suerd mot here, or o]>er wapen weld, 

Were sette R. to dere, enbussed )K>rgh ]>efdd» 

He said, ^^ Jhesu mercy, & }>i moder dere^ 

*^ Wherfore we com & why, now we fynd )7am here. 

Whan he sauh he ne myght passe on non wise, 

In j're parties to fight his oste he did deuise. 



'F. has. •F. no. Nam 
Codicet Oailiciy De Richard 
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y.-*^^^ 3IR James ' of Auenu he bad ]>e first eschde. 
Was non of bis vertu in armes did so wele^ 
GeniiUe of norture, & noble of lynage, 
Was non ])at bare armuro, J^at did sailk vassalage* 
Of werre & of bataile he was fuUe auise^ 
)wr wisdom suld auaile was non so trewe als he* 
Pere bad he non in ^ lond \ct he was bom, 
He praied )>e kyng on one he mot be first bifom, 
& he gaf him ]>e yamward, ]>e Sarazins oste to cleue^ 
& he at kyng R. for euer )ran toke his lene. 
\t kyng withoute essoyn snld be in )>e midde, 
* & )>e erie of Bargoyn he suld haf \e }nidde. 
With were ]>e tempters, & ]>er fratemite, 
Fals in alle maners, so tellis \q stori me. 

25^^ On fe tofcr side fe of J>c Saraiin, 

In \e yamward suld ride \e Soudan Saladyn^ 
Paien most wor|n of alle \e lond of his kyn, 
So told me }>e stori \?X I fond wrtten in. 
In \e secund turbe was maistcr Coradyn 
Lord of Damas) his fader was Safad]^n. 
' Soudan so curtcys neuer drank no wyne, 
)>e same )>e Romans sais {^at is of Richardyn. 



^^ 
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I & ouer]'e ]fnd pas was maister Sir Melcbyn^ 
Lord of Baudas, & Sir Matifasyn* 
Lord of Galile, & )>e stede )7at Chayn^ 
& Sire of ]7at cuntre, J'er Abel was slayn. 

1 ' James of Aaenue, he was verray pilgryn^ 
He gan first remue ]fe croice mad on his bryn. 
On }>er first eschel ^e smot in fuUe bastif, 
& )H>rgh J^am ilka del, als grehound or mastiff 
Tuys witbouten encumbre, with saerd in his handy 
He 9loub witbouten numbret bifor him mot non stand. 
Biside com a Sarazins, bitaex him & a bank. 
Sir Knlapbes Duryns, he smote of James scbank. 

1 )mn spak James, ^' )h> a kosyn help Richard, 
^^ FuUe fer ert ]>ou me fro, kast \>e now to me ward. 
<< yi sister sonne am I, ]>ou eam & I cosyn. 
^^ *yi f^er kyng Henry in \fe castelle Constantyn 
^^ My moder J^an gate he opon dame Auelyn. 
^< Countas of. Marche was sche, & or I ^it do my fyn 
'^ My dede salle I venge on Kalaphes Duryn. 
'< With agodesuerd of lorenge be smote )>orgh ]ie Sarazin^ 
James lese \fex his hand, & died in \>at pyn. 
On" )>e morn men him fand, & )>e frere Baudwyn, 
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A frere of l^ehospitaUe, ]ie erie's sonne Pauljn, 
Was lord of Morian aile & of Mount ' Modjn. 

fT HAN Rt herd saj, ]?at James was slayn. 
He wend for dole to dey, be com as a wode man, 
* & Saladyn sauh him cam, jier of fulle wde he lete^ 
Ageyn R* he nam, togider gan \A mete, 
A kyng & a Soudan of alle ]ie world }pt beste* 
R. tille him ran, a stroke on him he fest. 
He smote him in ))e helm, bakward he bare his stroope. 
\e body he did ouerwhelm, his hede touched )pt croupe^ 
He felle doun with }pt dynt, bot son he ros rp lights 

Herneys nouht ne tynt, bot eft on hors fuUe wight • 
De ionita. R* at \Bi tume \e flom he wan fuUe wele, 
Rica^f & For Sarazin ne wild he skume Jmt were of his eschde* 

Fourti )H>a8and paien, what drenkled & what slayir^ 

& a )?ousand Cristen, so was ']ft tale certeyn. 

For soth )>e J^rid eschele fuUe hard was bisted, 

]^ templars ilka dele failed & ]?ien fled. 

)7e ' erle^' bakward was born, & alle j'e Frankis men 

Fulle nere had }fti bien lorn, bot )>ei cried, help Cristat. 

\t erle bigan to crie, *' turne and help vs Richard, 

^' Or els salle we die, ])at ere in y\& rereward. 



» Moryn Codd. Gail. * 
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Sir," said kyng Guyon, " turne ageyn, I rede, 
^^ Frankis & Burgoillon, ck alleges to dede. 
^* ]7e Soudan Saladyn has ))am nere conquered, 
^< \fe templers magre myn, fals \>ei er & ferd. 
^* If )>ei had standen nere, \fe myght haf wonnen priti 
^* Non do8 J^erdeuere, bot Raynald ]ie marchis. 
Said ]>e kyng R. <* if ))e duke be taken, 
<^ It salle be )>am hard, bot ))ei haf him forsaken. 
))e flom sone he left, ageyn toke his gate, 
^ duke fro ]mm he reft, welnere he com to late. 
* )>e duke at \mt bataile lost sex & J^ritty knyghtes, 
)nre hundreth of pedaile, a hundreth sergeanc atrightei* 
\fe duke alle ]>ese les, & ]h> )mt were olyu^ 
R. for alle \>e pres sauely did \fBm vp ryue. 
At \mi tyme R. )>ere many a man slouh he, 
|>e kyng sonne of Dare he smote in tuo his the. 
\fe Soudan Saladyn he was fuUe m&yn. 
He fled with mykelle pyn vnto )>e moontayn. 
R. has )>e pris at )>e flom of Cisare, 
)« Sarazin force donn his, Jhesu we ]mnk \fe. 



' De Jerusalem le Rey 
Guyoun gentyls Dist ai Rey 
Richard, Sire toumez le vys^ 
Le duk e sa eschele sunt ia 
taunt snpris, Le Soldan Sa. 
ladyn apoy [#*oc ad poy, vel a 
poy] les ad conquys, Codd. 
Gall. • Le dak panlist eel 



houre cUualers trent ft sys, 
Treis cenU de petayle, seri* 
auntt cent e dys. Et de eel 
eschele^ qauntz qe sount re. 
mys, Fet le Rey passer le 
flum a [pel a4] lour aoys, 
Codd. Gall. 
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' J^ISE Sarazins were so fesid, )?at fled was Saladyn, 

& Cisare has he sesid, Japht & Joppyn, 

Cades & Ascalon^ alle has kyng Richard : 

Under him kyng Guyon had ))am alle in ward. 

\t doke was in a cas, his wondes wer so grym^ 

)»t his leche was in iUe hope of him, 

& R. was fuUe died, '^ft leche mot him not saue." 

Tille Acre^ ]^ him led, better hele to haue. 

In \ex way ilk dele ]x;i fond voide als hethe. 

I^e toun of Mount Carmele, ]7c tqun of Nazareth, 

}ft strong castelle Pilryn, ]>at first wonnen was, 

Alle tok Ricardyn, Caloyn & Kayfas. 

Ilkon J^ise \ei seised, tome alle ))ei fond, 

Seke were ))er heised, heled )mm of wound. 

SAiitairas 1 \^ Soudan to R. sent, to speke togider in glath, 

ctare ^ For \t pes it ment, & of no maner wrath. 
Ne no l^ing suld it greue vnto }'e Cristiente, 
{to barons said bi leue, welcom mot he be. 
Saladyn come ]7ider J^at day J^at he sette, 
\t barons wer togider, }^ kynge & )7am he grette. 
I •* Sir," said Saladyn, " \\ God hasgrete powere, 
'* £r alle ]7ise Cristen )?in, ])at )h)u kepes here ? 
** J?ise Inglis," said R. " in my kepyng ]>ei are, 
** )?eFrankishaf o}?er ward, wi|? \t erleof Burgoyn J>ei fare. 



* Richard Reis Englays 
ftd saisyc Ces2lr«c, Joppcn c 
Scalon, Cades & Japhe, £t 
al Rey Guyoun la garde ad 
done. Le duk de Eurgoyue 



est si male mene. Qe ly Sl« 
rogene del duk est desperee, 
£t le Rey Richard mout [Mite 
mult] desconforte,A/jS'iS'.£ra^. 

««Bot 
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^ Bot )^ be of J'i faith, els do \A wrong, 

^' ]>ei Btand alle to gode graith, whan )h>u ert ]7ani among, 

^' & \o\x ert comen fro feme, & riche kyng is of fe, 

'^ If )h>u pes wiUe ^^rne, for \e & yi meyae, 

'^ & trewe for seuen ;e|pe, I consent ]>ertille, 

^^ If )h>u has \vLi manere, to do euenhede & skille. 



I cc 



" CeRTES Saladyn, " said \e kyng Richere, StertS?* 

'^ To mak partie age;^n myn ^it ha ]7ou gode powere, 

^^ & for }>e pes to seke has )k>u no mystere, 

^' l^ertille to mak me meke, my herte to ;it in webere. 

^^ )h)u has power inouh, wherto askes |>ou pes ? 

^^ & my wille wille not bouh, to grante J^at )h>u ches. 

^^ If ]>ou ]7e lond wille j;eld, ]^rof is to speke^ 

*^ & si]>en if )>ou wild j^i lay forsake & breke, 

^^ & take our bapteme of funte, as childre ;ing| 

^^ I salle gyae ^e a reame, &; do }^ coroun kyng. 



oIR," said Saladyn, ^^ ])ank I auh j;ow conne| g^^ 

<( ]>at )h>u me profers of {'in, & has non enchesonne« ^^^ 

^^ If I myght ]>e pacmie justise {'am ilkone, 
^' & non had seignorie bot I my self alone, 
'^ Jian I trow my ]>ouht myght acord to {'in, 
^' Bot now dar I nouhtw * My broj^er Safadyn 



' Sire, dist Saladyn, gre I Ses fis sunt grantez sey- 
te dey sauer, Ke ta saunz gnonrs, ne Tolent lesser Tert 
desert me vols honoarer, ne tenement, par nuly prech^ 
Gallice. * Mon frere Saf. er, Gall. 
fadyn teent son rsgne entere, 

Yoi. I, # <• If 
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^^ Is riche of tenement^ his soniies strong & stith, 
^< ]fet wille wille not be went, ne leie ]^t lond oe lith. 
<* Wild ]^ bicom Cristen, fulle eth I were to dniwe|» 
^< Bot I dar not for )mm alle one to leae our h^we. 

Richard said^ '< per fay> go now & consetle [^ 
*' & bi }>e ]7rid day, J^at salle haf certeynte. 
^^ Bi t^an I salle ])e say, how }^t it qalle go, 
** Of pes to haf \fe way, or wenre, on of ^ t^o. 
Listen now a gile of Sir Sa£eidyn, 
Contreued a wikked wile oil his bKo]>er Saladyn. 
f Now wendes Saladyn ))er his osle gan lie, 
His ' hdj^ Safadyn his comyng did spie^^ 
H^ sent to kyng R. a stede for curteisie. 
On of \>e best reward, jfoi was in paemie : 
Bad him bi jmi jere token, ware him for tricberie; 
Said, ^' Saladyn was fulle foen, on him may ncMi aflfey 
'^ He sais behind }n bak, in strange companie, 
" Wordes fat er to lak, he dar |>e wele diffie, 
^^ If be 8c ]>o\\ alone myght 30W togider alie, 
^^ He myght withouten mone of ]>e wynne \fe maistrie ; 
* ** &, Sir, if J?ou be suilk, ^Is men of ]>e crie, 
'^ Rebuke him for ))at ilk of J^at auauntrie. 
** If I may be auailc of hors or armurie, 
** Forsoth I salle not failc, to roendej^i partie; 
Bot or ]?at day felie to stand, {^at )>er acorde suld be^ 
Had R. herd ti]7and out Normundie. 



' Sic *Si tu soys taunt 
va\ liru.t, com le mounde te 



crye, Rebukez le bien de 
sur quiderye, Codd. GaiUci, 
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1 ^^ jie folk out of France to Normundie were cocneb, 
** To R. desceyaance his londes haf I'ei nomen. 
'^ Bot he com right son, Normimdie to fende^ 
'* His right bes nouht doun soner )wi any ivend. 
' Wherfore to som of his he schewed ]mni \t skflle^ 
To treus ou aUe wise him bard grant ]mtiUe. 

U NDER Jie mount Thabor, in a faiie medne^ 

Bo)« }w parties wer ^re to conseile for ))e trene '* 

• " Sir," said Saladyn, " is it Jn wille to say, De psce 

<' \ii& day is myn & )>io, chese Jhhi now what way. ordiimtA 

For Safiulyn's sawe R. had onuie» t!!SJ!t. 

Wherfore a gode )nrawe he stod in a studie* 

Jmt sawe \di he )»r said, so weie it was of leten. 

In boke it was yp laid, jit is it not forgeten. 

R. J^is ansuerd to Saladyn for treu. 

For ]h> men ]7at it herd wrote vs ))at word alle new. 

X ilEUS ]k)u askes a J>row^ for tno jere or \fe^ 
<< ]x> men, ]»t ]>e knowe, say }>oa skomes me. 
<< }w folk of paiemie ]?e word \et of fer gos, 
^* Of alle ))at seignorie ]H>rghout )rin is ^ los ; 
<* In armes is ]>er none, )7at to )n renoiin reches, 
*' Wherfor |>ou has gone, & of )>i pniesse preches,' 



' Le Rey Richard as yns 
la chos certifye, Et a parler 
de trewe al Soldan pins se 
plye, MSS. Gall. > Est Sa. 



ladyn Tennz en amoar sauna 
boydie, Et prye al Rey RU 
cbard^ que son plalsir ly dye. 
Codices Gall. 
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'^ \hi if ]>oa me mot mete bi our selaen too^ 

<< My lif I suld forlete, or my hede for go. 

<< & if \o\x wille4t proue, J'at )h)u ert so woijri^ 

^^ A ttede tille bar behoue here is on alle red!* 

^' Now for \i grete yalow, I ask }>e a bone» 

'' ]>at or we grante trew, fight we ak so sone^i 

^^ J'an on non oj^er side body so bolde to be, 

<^ On fote ne hors ride, to socoar me no \e.' 

^' & whilk of vs is donn, & mad is recreanit 

^< Cleyme & accioun he lese, & ^ remanant 

<* Of }>at ilk land^ |>at Cristen euer auht^ 

^^ )mt )>ei held in }>er hand of God Jmt ))am it taubt. 

% ])an said Saladyn, '' if )H>a fynd any man, 
'^ Cristen or Sarazin, ' ]>at what tyme or whan^ 
^^ I mad anancemcnt with \t alone to fight^ 
^^ Bot I to bataile went for my reame's rights 
'^ Here I salle )>e gyue alle myn heritage, 
^' & als along as I lyue to be in )>in ostage. 

1 \t mabter of \e Temple com procurand \e pes, 
'' No more of J^is to demple, tak })at |>at ^e first ches. 
Saladyn for alle hise hette to hold conaunt, 
Seuen ;erc at his deuise, & R. ]%r to grannt, 
)>at ilk a Cristen man suld hold & haue certeyn 
Alle )mt he J^er wan, & no j^ing jeld ageyn. 



' Id est^ that knows or can tell what, fyc. 



Now 
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ri O W is it in forward alle pesed & wele ent, 

Now tame kyng R. tiile Acres is be went. 

After kyng Guyon & for his sonne he sent^ 

Of Antioche Reymon him also be ment^ 

Aunfrey of Toroyn he was ]>er present, 

Of Triple erle Bomoon fulle sui]ie J'ider glent, 

$ir ' Ruffyn bro)>er Leoon, alle ))ise held parlement, 

Kyng R. his resoun said l^am, ^^ how be was schentj 

^^ Philip did him tresouii, destroied bis tenement. 

^* For to stanch his foysonn homward baf I ment* 

^' Normondie alle doun, mykelle \et of is brent 

^' & slayn blak & bronn of alle )mt be mot bent. 

^^ I wille of )mt feloun tak vengement, 

^^ ]mt fo fordos ray coroun, if grace be to me lent. 
I " Wherfor je lordynges, je ere me lefe & dere, 

^' I take in jour kepynges I'eiondes ]«t we wonne here. 
- ^^ \e freres of ))e hospital, & )>e temple also» 

'^ Biseke ]>am I salle^ ]mt \ti help jow )>erto. 

^' Now baf I don & said, & taubt jow ]mt I may, 

^^ My hope is on'jow laid, lordynges baf gode day. 

X HE prince of Antioche, & \e kyng Gnyon, 

Bnmunde erle of Triple, & Annfrey of Turounj Rex duit 

}nse had in ))er ward cite, kastelle & toun, rais & pe- 

)»t ]7e kyng R. wan of Sarazin feloun, ciamabei^ 

& Isaac \t Emperour takes his liuerisoun, ripnit vet- 

With freres mad soioure in temple dominoun. gUam. 



> So His also in one of Mr. i other y as also in thai of the 
Jnstis's Copies. Buiin the \ Heralds Office, 'tis Rupyn. 
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His doubter with )» qaenc wfts fbr hir wuiaoui, 

& to fclle it to bene, bur fader leae }t conmfH 

& as R. borne went toward ))is regioun. 

Or be were taken or bent, or bolden in pt\wammf 

He gaf bis sistere Jntt wbile mto jfe erle Reftaotm 

Lord of Saynt Gile, amaii of giete reooan. 

' I fond in mj boke, wbat skiUe no for wbty 

)mt be bis folk forsoke, & ;ede so prinelu 

* Aufrice to aspie bim were better baf kft, 

))er in ]>OFgb felonie was be robbed & reft^ 

Tak^ witb enmys ft bolden in prisonn, 

I kan not say }ie pris was f yuen for bis ransouow 

In prison was be bonden^ as ]» Romance sais^ 

In cbeynes & lede wonden, ]fU heaj was of peii«^ 

A no])er pyne he bad, if it may be trod, 

With * iren nayles sad« it sais, bis fe(e was scfeocL 



mrn'mi 



tt^ 



* Forte, I ne fond. * Po- 
tius, Austrice, cum MSS, Gall, 
» Without all douhl King Ru 
chard vtoi used very roughfy, 
and not agreeable to la's Royal 
Dignity, after he was impri^ 
aoned* *Tis for that very rea- 
son, that some Historians tell 
vs (notwithstanding it be not 
mentioned in this Chronicle) 
that a Lyom was brought to him 
when he %oas corifined in pri^ 
son, with an intent to have (by 
that meaiisj destroyed him. But 
instead qf that, he kiWd the 
Lyon (to the great cmtfimon 



and astonishment qf Him 
mies) by thrusting his arm into 
/1/9 mouth, and thereby bruis* 
ing him so tu tte heart, tkmt he 
died. John Rastall is one of 
those, thoit speaks (^ this memo^ 
rable Action, taking notice, at 
the same time, qf the castses qf 
his htkig jer mpw^ and qf the 
vast sutfyqf mfHtky tkai ww dirw 
mandedjtnd paid far his rats* 
som, Ai the same time he likcm 
wise observes, that, acconUng 
to some, he tsMis called Cqre 
de Lyon from this Heroicai 
Exploit, ha, according to o* 

thers. 
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ihert, (who take no notice of this 
Affair) from his invincible Cou^ 
rage. Rastall himself seems to 
think, this Denomination mas ocm 
casior^d by his killing the Lyon; 
and for that reason, as I take it, 
ii is, that the wooden Cut, which 
he hath given us of K, Richard, 
represents him with the Lyon b^m 
iween his Legs, and thrusting his 
Yighi Arm down his Throat. 
*Tis probable he had seen old 
Pictures that confirmed this Re* 
presentation. ^Tis also likely, 
that his Brother-in-law Sit 
Thomas More (from whom he 
had received so much assistance 
in his Historical Enquiries) 
approved of it. Indeed I have 
not yet seen (that I remember) 
any other old Figure, (besides 
this in Rastall) in which K. 
Richard is drawn qfter this 
manner. And yet I cannot but 
think, that he was simamed 
Cure de Lyon from some par- 
ticular Action, rather than from 
his Courage in general, it being 
usual with our Ancestors to give 
Simamesfromparticular remark- 
able Accidents, such as distin- 
guished them in a peculiar man- 
ner from other eminent persons. 
And as Richard L had got a 
very great name for his overcom- 
ing the Lyon (as well as he had 
for abundance of other very tnu 
common Instances of Courage) 
so others also strived to follow 



his Steps, and were forward to 
encounter Lyons, and were will- 
ing to have themselves pictured 
as engaging with them. And, 
for better remembrance of sm^ 
Adventures, they were often 
painted in old Halls, just as were 
also the Encounters that Gentle- 
men qf Activity in Feats qf 
Arms had with any strange 
Knights, such as \hose qf the 
Blesells, hinted at by Leland, 
Itin. Vol. VI L p. 6). Such Pi- 
ctures were looked upon very 
justly as great Ornaments to 
Halls, and 'tis pity more care 
hath not been taken to preserve 
them. Sometimes there were 
figures in our old Wainscotts 
that had Allusion to Heroical 
Actions, and these, thertfore, 
ought also to be regarded by 
curious Persons, who may even 
from thence be capable of illu* 
strating some Particulars in our 
History. I have seen curious 
Works qf this nature in some 

• 

old Houses in Oxford. They 
were much in vogue in Q. Eli" 
zabeth's time, as they had been 
also in the Reign qf her Father 
K. Henry Vlllth. when Cabi- 
nets were, withall, finely adorn* d 
with Pictures of Amtiqutty, 
as may appear as well from 
other instances, as from that 
which hud been Leland's Cabi* 
net at^lke Bodieian Library. 
Bui nutatf of expatiating, I 
o 4 shall 
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rycharde 

takyii' 

yriaoncr. 



ihalt give Rasialts own 
uordsy as I find them in the 
Copy of his Chronicle that was 
lent me by my kind Friend 

Mr. Murray. ^This kynge 

Rycharde percejued that the 
Chrjsten people decresyd in 
the holy laode | aswell bj in. 
fynnytes as lacke ef yytell | 
toke a truce for. iii. yere and 
returned whomewarde | and 
tent the qnene his wjfe by 
the see | and he sayled with a 
imall company into Histra & 
there landed | where he was 
takyn prisoner by the duke 
of Ostreche and by him put 
in prison | and brought to 
Henry Emperour of Almayne 
I whiche put hym in strouge 
prison | and after Raunsomed 
bym at c. M, li. whiche duke 
of Ostryche was afterwarde 
therfore accursed of the pope 
for the wronge done to kynge 
Rycharde. 

1[ Also for the payment of 
this sayd Raunsome | after, 
warde the woU of all the 
wbyte monkes and ehanons 
in Englande was sMe \ and 
rynges | iewels of prelates 
and Tessels and chalyces of 
all the churches thorowe the 
lande | and dyuers aud many 
shrynes scraped and spoyled 
of theyr golde and syiuer. 



Dyners causes there wet^ 9$ 
wryters reherse | tliat tho 
Emperour sholde owe gmdgv 
to kynge Richarde | one was 
because kynge Ryclutrde had 
promysed to the Emperour 
an ayde for the wynnyiife of 
the kyngdome of Gcyle | 
whiche the Emperour dajna* 
ed as liis inheritance | wirfiGlM 
promyse kynge Rycharde as 
he sayd brake. AaoHier 
cause was for that the kyng 
Rycharde toke from a knygkt 
of the duke of Ostiyclie tlM 
dukes banner and trode it 
Tuder his fete in dispyte of 
the duke and of tlie Empe* 
rour his lorde | ft therfore 
the duke & the Emperour 
were gladde to do kynge Ry* 
charde displeasure. 

1[ It is sayd that a Lyon 
was put to kynge Rycliarde 
beynge in prison to hane de- 
uoured hym | and when the 
Lyon was gapynge | he put 
his Arme in his mouthe and 
pulled the lyon by the liarfe 
so hard | that he slewe the 
lyon. And therfore some say 
he is called Rycharde Core 
de lyon | but some say he ii 
called Cure de lyon becanso 
of his boldenesse and liardj 
stomake. 
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f^erfor )^ pape of Rome cnned jmm yno^halef 
Alle jtat did J^at dome, or J'erto gaf conseile. 
Hb moder dame Alienore, & )>e barons of jfis land. 
For him trauailed sore, & brouht bim out of band. 

fTHAN he of bond tras brouht for raunson J^at was riclie, 
His moder so bisonht, he aryued at Sandwiche. 
To Canterbire fulle euen he souht to haf his bote, 
Miles he jede seuen to Saynt Thomas on fotc. 
With fulle riche offeryng he virschipped S. Thomas* 
His praier did him bryng out of his hard cas, 
[ranked God & him so wele for liim had schaped, 
)?at of his anguys grim so lightly was escaped. 

X O while jmi R. was bi^ond }>e se in hold, 
Jon did him trespas, his rentes tok & sold, 
His castels sesed & brak, bigan a grete distance, 
& neuer no word spak of R. deliuerance. 
Bot ak a kyng of lond Jon bare him fulle stoute, 
|>erfor R. -wele fond with dome to chace him oute^ 
& deme him als a no]^er, for his ynkynd folie. 
To kyng R. hb bro)>er Jon mercy gan crie, 
l>et moder }fam bisouht, for to be at one. 
Of trespas ]mi he had wrouht R. forgaf it Jon 
& said, ^* ]n misdede be in J^i mynsyng, 
^< Euer more to drede, eft to do suilk )>ing, 
^* & I wille neuer more on )>i trespas ))enk, 
<^ If jfou repent ]ie sore, ]>bX ]>ou did suilk a blenk. 
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De pitfU»* Richard to Louden wendes, to hoM patfementi 
For his batona aendes^ & ^i alle to him vrent 
At WaJtmiiurtfar ilkone parkment ^d held^ 
To }mm he mad his toaaiCj ft fma to )mm tdd. 
I ^^ Lordynges of my chance wele je auh to wite^ 

• • - • * 

'^ & fot jfc kfng of Fmnce urille me disherite. 
^< For J^at I vtM btstad bi^nd f^e se In hold, 
<^ )«rfor Philip is glad, & beres him flille bold. 
^ My castels he takes, ft seises my cite2, 
^* Destrnction he makes of rentes & feez. 
*^ Wherfore barons dere, sais me a gode certeyn, 
'^ & how & If hat manere mf lond to gete ageyn. 
f Jkui spak }?e erle Rogere, as a man folle wys> 
khnwHer ^* Erles with )mr powere, barons.))at er of pris, 
^' Knyghtes gode ft wight, sergeanz alle in ferd, 
** J^ise salle alle be dight, & help ]>e with jfet snerd. 
'* Bisshopes & persons, burgeis of citez, 
*^ & rich merchandes eftsons salle help with )^r ' mone. 
^* Abbay & priorie, ft of^er religions, 
** For vs salle pray ft crie in [>er afflictions. 
*^ Better is holy bode of man J^at right lyues. 
^^ & standes vs in more stedc, }nin alle fe gode he gyues. 
I ]>e comen wele was paied of jmi conseilyngi 
]fSLi it were not delaied so was R. )>e kyng. 

JN OW wille kyng R. alle his lond eztende, 
Merschalle & stiward \ferfot about dos sendc, 
ft homage ft feaute he askes ft releue, 
))e barons er falle fre, to do as to )^er chefe. 

' p. mones. Now 
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Now has }ft kyng wele sped, & oomen ageja to LondoO) 

& penies with him led^ & ap^dyog has he fiMidon. 

Hb baroos alk aboute fiist tille bim drowe, 

With bore & anaea stoute, \ti com tille him inowe. 

R. wendes io scbipi he wille no lenger dadle, 

Yt boste of hyng Philip fayn )»ui wild he tile. 

jAlRIUED is R. at Depe in Normundiei 

He lay )>er half a ^ere, estres to aspie. 

& whan he sauh be myght, on bis folk affie^ 

' His werre oideynd & dight to \o )7at cou))e {'am guye« 

To Gascoyne ]7at he were fallc smertly be gan hie, 

Cursek a castelle \eit he wan with maistrie. 

)« sergeanz Jiat it held wer in poynt to die, 

To prison \A {'am 2^1d| bot mercy gan ]>ei crie. 

2;it he tok a pray, )x>rgb quayntise & spie, 

Burrez be wan )>at day, bo)^ boos & seignorie, 

At }« danga ]?at nyght be tok bis berbq^erie. 

To Cursels Philip had tight with alle bis companie, 

He ne wist it golden was, tille he com so nehi. 

Whan he wist» he fled \bX pas, to Gisors tok jie stie. 

R. perceyued )>is, )>at Philip to Gisors fled, 

He comanded hb IngUs, }nit after fast )>ei sped. 

\fi com Philip so neie, J^at he cried, <* tak )9e kyng,'' 

Bot non so bardi weie, to smyte him for no I'ing. 

Me t^oubt kyng Philip inouh was disconfite^ 

Whan be & alle his trip for noubt fled so tile. 
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' 8a gwere fet ordiner, les I quytaygne sa banere deq^lye, 
dutres establfe, Deaers A. | MSS. Gall. 
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■ PauUlbii & tent PhiUp bihynd him left^ 

To R. was it sent, do J^ing ))eiof reft* 

For mykelle lete I^ei liggei )«rof mad ]^ no force^ 

Philip ynto ])e brigge ^i chaoed him of Gisors. 

On }fe brigge ^ere alie )>e vamward & jfe rere, 

Under \fam ])e brigge gan falle doun in to ]>e riuere# 

Philip & his meyne in ^ water lay, 

Schame him was to fle^ & so him com )>at daf^« 

Mnrimde A, Knyght a bourdour kyng R. hade, 

Rgi A donhiy man in stoure, his name was Markade« 
He sauh kyng Philip als he lay in j^e water, 
*^ Sir kyng rise vp & skip, for )>oa has wette )>i hater* 
** ]M>a fisshes not wor)^ a lekc, rise & go ])i ways, 
'f For )>ou has wette \>i breke, schent is J^i hemays. 
fe brigge was brode & long, boj^e of tre & stones^ 
Whan so mykelle }nrong was ]>er on at ones. 
Sex hundreth mot men se, so fele fallen |)er were^ 
Of whilk fniiy & ]>re did J^er endyng }7ere. 
R. comanded alle gate, ]>at PhiUp suld men sane. 
For no J^ing suld ]>e\ late, bot help ]mt lif mot haae« 
Of Mount Morice Mathi a baron rcnome, 
Sir Alayn of Russie, Sir Foukc de Geffrey 



' Tent e pauyllioun, ke 
Phelipp werpist, Sunt al Key 
Richard tote saunz countre- 
dit* Phelipp oue [sive ouf] 
•es Fraunceys al aler se prist, 
Richard oue [sive ouf j scs 
Englays chacaunt [sive chas. 
^ chauntj vel cbasaunt] les suist 



Al ponnt de Gysors, qe nest 
pas petit. £n la rere garde 
nes vn Friiunce^s remist. 
Molt fu le pople grant, qaant 
le ponnt chaist, Le Reis en 
la Rynere entre les altres 
gUty MSS. Gall. 

I>is« 
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I^ise grete were alle taken, & ^r knygbtes Yam bi, 

Makade held fsaa waken, & tok of jmm tuenti. 

]>e prisons he bad in ward, for he was gode & trewe^ 

Now tumes kyng R. to se bb lond Anjowe. 

Sen ]>\s ilk tyme bifore or afterward, 

I knowe no more to ryme of dedes of kyng R. 

Who so wille his dedes alle |)e soth se, 

}^ romance ]7at men redes ]fer b the propirte. 

\>\a Y^i I haf said it b Pers sawe, 

Ab he in romance laid, |)er after gan I drawe. 



X HE &rth day formest next Palmesonenday, 
Y^ tyme, as I gest, R. ^ede to play 
borgh a cuntre, men calle it Lymosin, Rtcsrdr 

per tali" 

ft castelle manaced he ]mt Philip had ]7er in. st< 

R. com oner nere, ]7e castelle to aspie, 

)^t saub an alblastere, a quarelle lete he flie, 

& smote him in J^e schank, for ]»t stroke, alias t 

It bigan to rank, ]ye querelle envenomed was. 

Sif^n on JTe njent day died kyng Richard, 

He ligges at an abbay men calle Founz Ebrard. 

He regned nien ^ere, & sex monethes mo^ 

Maugre I^e alblastere, |^ )ms R. gan slo. 

I wene it bate Chahalouns, or it hate Galiard, 

Ou}7er ]>e castelle or j^e toun, |)er smyten was R« 

A thousand & a hundred jfe date nienti & nien, 

)nt R. fro Ys sundred^ dede he was with pine« 






Now 



S06 Johannes Rex. 

Now is i^i« R. dede, & laid iQ ttone, 

NoQ heire ^as afterwaid, bot bis bro)tt Job« 

His hxo\et erle Geffrey rigbt beiie fdle to be^ 

(Bot after R. day Jon tok \t dignite 

Or Arthure bis * sonne,) if be had bad bis lif. 

Bot Jon was j^e encbesonne, 9c moued ^ a strif. 

Tijnng here we say, }nt Jon wiUe wedded be» 

yt erk iX Aqniley bis donhter takes be| 

Elinbetb ^ gent, fair hdy was ache, 

Ttto sons of J'er descent, too doubters hdics fre. 

J i N ii in X tIE Ersbisshop Hnbert of Canterbtre be se 

Rezcoro- 

wt« at CSom with gode hart, to do }w solempnite* 
taiBArdii. At Westmynsteri ]H>rgb assent of erle & baronny 
* To }nt I ore ment Hubert gaf J^e ooroun, 
ft enoynted be was ab kyng jKnrgh lesonn* 
Jon did ay trespas, men forid in him encbesoon^ 
He lyued in wo & strife, & in tribulacioun. 
He was of licberous life, \oTg\k what bis naciouia 
Partie agcyn him ches, & wild haf bom him doun* 
Normundio he les at his confusioun. 
In \e courte of France he was cald a feloun 
For Arthure dede {^at chance, his brojier sonne Geflfroun, 
Erie was of Bretayn, )^t to ]7is lond had right 
For to haf bicn cheftayn. If Jon his dedc had dight 
My maihter iiouht be wrote, to write he me forbede. 
No}?eles wele I wote, si)>en J'e child was dedei 



■— i»k« 



» Id eU^ Geffrey's. • A 
Johon le fiz Richard ad done 
la corouo, Enoyot est en Reis 



oue [sive ouf] grant deua* 
ciouD, MSS. GalL 

Jon 



Johannes Re:ff. tK)T 

Joa bad right t^ertille, ))e load to haf ia ward« 

\fai Arthur suld bi akiUe haf bien heyre next Richaid : 

Arthure sister ^ing for dole ^ maid^ 9uete 

For sorow scbo mad endyng, bir name was Margarete. 

^ O W \>e bode is gon to France, Arthure is dede^ 
& somond haf ]f^i Jon» to Philip Qourte him dede^ 
To tak his Jugemeat of ]mt ' ielonse. 
His dede to him ]7ei ment» Arthur's )ra Bretaynie. 
Jon dred ])at wendyog^ to France wild be nouhly 
Wherfor Philip ^e kyng oii londes souht^ 
Tolouse & Tolousi^ seised & Normundie^ 
)H>rgh slauhter of jmt omn Jon les )iat selgnorie. 
What dos ])e kyng of France 7 atiret bim gode naoit 
Tille Inglond, ochance io vjnne it with maistrie. 
He wend haf wonne ]>b lond as he did Tokmsan» 
l>e cuntre sone he fond in his herd redy ran. 
jfe Walsch & o]^ inow, with \ma of Peiienese» 
}>e Frankis men Yei sloW| Philip was fi^n to fle* 

JN O W is Philip fled| here wan be bote Ute^ 
& Jon Northward him sped, his Icmd for to vislte* 
Unto Scotlond he sent after kyng William» 
To Lincoln William went, & Jon ageya him cam, 
Withoute JTe toun a myle, & in )^ wyntertide, 
]>e day of Saynt Ceciki |>er parties gan abide. 
Homage he did him suere, & feaute in fere, 
I'at faith he suld him here, at alle hb powere. 



L. felonie. 



Boke 
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*Boke )«r Km noQ felte, ne Hon ])er after fore, 
Hubert his croice doun sette, & William J^eroii snore* 
]ris is ]>e same Hubert, \dX \t saw of nam, 
l^at trmslate S. Gilbert in }?e hous of Sempyngham* 



DeoMrte Pi O W Hubert is dede OUT Sire, ft to God is gOD, 
^eetkHie )>e Prioure of Canterbire sendes to kyng Jon, 



* milMci. Bisouht him of leue, to mak eleccion, 

•ne Regie 

•pwdq m. To chese }ft suld cheue aman of gode renonn* 
Mchiepi- Jon wrote to ]?e couent, bisouht {'am alle holyehe, 

])at J)ei wille make present to \e bisshop of Norwyche. 

Of som he had grantise bis wille forto do, 

& som said o])erwise, {'at it suld not be so. 

Alle \t priour side ]?e suppriour )^ ches, 

0])er for enuie & pride \q voice of many he Ics. 

\e priour said, '^ \\s day j^e suppriour chese we, 

[w to}?er side said, '^ nay, \e kynge's praier salle be. 

With him of Norwiche grete pariie gan hald,| 

Wherfor boj^e holyche to Rome )>c parties cald. 

Monkcs fourtene with him of Norwyche held. 

In a voice alle bideue vnto ]>e kyng ]>e teld, 

& snore him in leaute, how so euer bitid, 

Norwyche he suld be Ersbisshop sacrid. 

}>i8e monkcs stoute ft stark, to spede wele )>ei wend, 

)>e kyng \xe hundrcth mark gaf ]mm forto spend. 



Now 
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JN O W cr )?ei alle on gate, vnto \e courte J?ci cam, 
Eleccion ]H>rgh hate it falles ijo no fram. 
To }7e pape of Rome \A mostred \qx resonn, 
\e pape at bis dome \tx elites quassed doun, 
Eft he bad ]»m chese a man of gode renoun, 
Or \ev suld \ex voice lese of alle |)er eleccioun. 
Now is J?er voice alle laid to Norwyche partie, 
Bifor fe pape J>ei said, Norwyche is most worj^ie. 
\t pape wild not consent, he quassed \et elite. 
\es monkes alle were schent, suspended Jmm als tite. 
\t pape \A felle biforn, mercy gan him crie, 
Unto \e kyng IpQ suorn, to maynten his {lartie. 
\e pape ]»m assoled, & set }7am vp at des. 
So ]>ei were conseiled, of Langton Steuen \e\ ches. 
J^ise monkes were dismaied for Steuen of Langton, 
\e pape \ex of was paied, mad ]7e confirmacion. 
Maister Steuen of Langtone Ersebisshop salle be, 
)fe kyng casten doun. who was wroth bot he ? 

?V HAN \e kyng vnderstod, ]»t his clerk was forsaken, 

For soth ]7an was he wode, & mabter Steuen taken. 

)>e clergie of J'at schire so euelle he J^am led, 

)>e monkes of Canterbire fro \cr cloistere ]mm fled, 

& gaf it to Brabans ]?e cloister in kep^g. 

]H>rgh conscil of Sathans vnrouht \et Jon j^e kyng, 

\e pape sauh out of cours ]7e wikkednes of Jon, 

Him & hb fautours he cursed euerilkon, 

& enterdited J^islond, )7at messe was non said, 

A ded man if men fond, in kirke jerd was non laid. 
Vol. I. p He 
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He was a fole of lif, & vsed lichorie, 
Both mayden & wif alle wild he ligge bie. 
What did ]7e baronage & burgeb of Cite ? 
Distroied & did outrage of castelle, toun & fe. 
About ]«igan him chace, & hunted him als hayre, 
Long had he no space to duelle no wele &re* 
Many men of hb kynde sauh him so abaued^ 
For him ]^ &uht with mynde, & oft so was he saued, 

^LS )ns wo was lastand in cursyng perilouse^ 
Kyug William of Scotland did his doubter spouae 
To \t erle of Boloyn, & whan Jon it wist, 
Withouten any essoyn, North alle gate him list. 
Son he wan Berwik, a castelle he )H>uht to reise, 
He cast \t groundwalle ])ik| his folk he )x>uh |)er eise. 
William he )x>uht to greue, for ]>atgrete despite^ 
\dLi he withouten leue, his doubter gaf marite. 
Edenburgh & llokesburgh vp ]»t he asked quite^ 
& his Sonne Alisandere for ostage ^eld him tite. 
Bot \e kyng William alle J^is ageynsaid, 
In conaunt )7at J^ei nam with pes alle was it laid. 
1 Of William has Jon j^e pris, toward ]>c South he drouh| 
& rennes on his enmys, & dos ]7am schame inouh, 
& his enmys on him, & destroyed alle his fez, 
Ilk one tillc oJ?er were grim }>oTgh tounes and citez. 
So )mt holy kirke, & alle )>e ordinez, 
& bisshop wo he wike, & clerkes of dignitez : 
j-ei rene J?am prouendes, I?orgh power J?at J)ei haue, 
& no manj'am defendes, no willc )>am help no saue. 



5 Of 
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4 Oft ^as \q pleynt mad ynto )re pape* 

)^ manfesours ateynt, & cursed ouer J^e nape. 

\e pape of )>er erroure had fulle grete pite. 

He sent to \tt socoure tuo legates oaer Jie se. 

At Doaere }>ei gan ariue, Pandolf & Darand, 

To London gan ]7ei driue, \e barons )>cr \A fand, 

)>orgh Pandolf prech^ng \e€ werre was brouht tille ende. 

\e barons & ])e kyng were mad felaahes & frendes, 

Asoiled & alle on eaen, bot I'e kyng an oth snore. 

He suld bim yenge on Steoeni whider so ener he fore, 

& of ]h> fourtene monkes, where men mot fmrn finde. 

Be beten alle fonkes or in prison J^am binde. 
f Pandolf & Durand did com forth \e Ersbisshop, |^ p^^ 

& JTe monkes for)> \A &nd, Jon said, \t\ suld heddes hop. ^^ i«8*<^ 

Pandolf proued Jie kyng, in hb disputeson, 

He mayntend ynrongfulle }>ing, & wild to no leson. 

He proued }H>rh wisdam in ilk manere cas, 

}Mtt ^e kyng misnam, & did grete trespas. 

Alle gate \e kyng he pesed, so ]mt )>e werre was ent^ 

& ilk a clerke sesed ageyn to haf his rent. 

Ptodolf tok his leue, & to Rome went, 

I trow on him gan cleue many rlche present. 

Now is Pandolf gone, & Steuen Ersbisshop es, 

Assoiles kyng Jone of alle his wikkednes. 

Jon has sonnes tuo bi Elizabeth \e quene, De iiut ft 

.& tuo douhten also, fairere were non sene. ^^!^ 

Henry was eldest, heyre of alle his )>ing, 

& Richard congest, of Almayn chosen kyog. 
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Isabelle fair as floure, }ntneuer childe bad, 
Frederik }>e Eraperour Emper ice home hir lad. 
fe erle of Leyoestre I>e toJ?er weddid here, 
& Jon regned in j^is estrekyng auhten ^ere. 
At ]fe abbay of Suynesheued J^er he drank poyson, 
At ' Hauhe his lif he leued, so say men of "pai toun. 
A {rousand & tuo luindred })e date was & sextene, 
His tyme was alle forwondred, & endid alle with tene. 

juLT * Westmynstere cuen es Jon laid solempnely, 
jfe Ersbisshop Steuen corouned his sonne Henry, 
A gode man alle his lyue, of pouer men had mercie, 
Clerkes ]mtwild Jryue, auanced ]?am richelie : 

' What he $ay$ here about 
King John^s dying at Haughe 
(which is in Cakertorth Aun- 
dred in Lincointhire) is very 
remarkable^ and contrary to 
other Historians^ who make 
him die in the castle oj New- 
ark. But it seems Robert of 
Brunne {for His not in the 
French) had it from tradition y 
the people of Haughe talking 
frequently of it in his time. 



Prodbome fa to.oz jours, des 
pouers aueyt mercy, Plus amm 
seinte Egleyse qe nul Rey 
deuaunt \y, Clers ke chaanter- 
ent biea sunt toit enricliy. 
Eglyses & prouandes ne sunt 
esparny, Ke Clerk de la cha. 
pele nait porcioun par my, 
in the MS. of the Heralds Of^ 
fice. But in oneofMr.Anstis^s 
Copies we havcy borne lem po;p' 
sonay t, Egista Wyrcestre, and 
*It should be rather Worcester, * o little after j^plus ama seyntEg. 



as it is in other Historians ^ and 
indeed in the French Peter de 
Langtoft. £n labbeye de 
Swynheued home lenpusonayt, 
II gist a Wircestre, il memes le 
volait Ore est le Rey Jon 
mort, e senelye Lerceuesqe 
Esteuen ad coroune Henry. 



lises, and after that, Eglises 
ne prouaudres. Which ro- 
riations are not of so much 
consequence as those in the 
other of Mr. Anstis*s Copies^ 
where the wholepassage is read 
thus : Al Abbaye de la S wyne- 
heued home lenponsonait, II 
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Kirkes wild he dele prouendis J^at wer worj^ie, 

To clerkes of his chapele, )?at wele couJ> syng & hie. 

Henry kyng our prince at Westmynster kirke 

pe erlys douhter of Prouince, )« fairest may o lif, 

Hir name is Helianore, of ' gentille norlure, 

Bi^ond JTe se ]7at wore was non suilk creature. 

In Inglond is sche corouned {^at lady gent, 

Tao sonnes, tuo douhteres fre Jhesus has Yam lent, 

Edward & Edmunde, knyght gode in stoure, 

Of Laicestre a stounde was Edmunde erie & floure. 

Vnto )>c Scottis kyng was married Margarete, 

Of Bretayn Beatrice jing ]>e erle had }>at mayden suete. 

Faire is ]fc werk & hie in London at Westmynster kirke, 

l^at |)e kyng Henrie of his tresore did wirke. 

Grace God gaf him here, ]>h lond to kepe long space. 

Sex & * fifty jere wilhouten werre in grace ; 

Bot sone afterward failed him powere, 

Bot his Sonne Edward was his conseilere. 

Our quene }>at was ]>en dame Helianore his wife, 

|>e gode erle of Warenne ' Sir Hugh was j^an olife, 



gist a Wilecester, 11 meme l6 I chapelayns et clers de la re- 

« ma .^iM. — _ 



Tolait. 

Anno Domini M. cc. xri. 

Ore est le Ray Job mort, 
et en senely Lerceueske £. 
iteuene ad corounet Henri. 
Prodhome fust tuz jeurs, de 
pouers auait mercy, Plus 
ama seint egiise ke nul Rays 
deuaunt ly. Deos en sa cha. 
pele fa noblement semy, Par 



uestery. Clers ke chauntent 
ben sunt tost en richi. Egli. 
ses et prouendes ne sunt pas 
esparny, Ke clerk de la cha. 
pele nad porcioun par my. 

■ De gentyl parente MSS. 
Gall, > Rectius^ fourty, cum 
Codd. Gall. iSire Huge 
lespenser MSS, Gall. 

r 3 Sir 
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Sir William of Valenoei Sir Roger Mortimere, 
Jon Mauncelle ]>e clerke, & an erle Richere, 
& o])er knyghtes inowe of bi ;ond \e se. 
To \t kyng drowe, auanoed ^ild ^\ be. 
Edward suffred wele, his fadere haf his wille^ 
\q barons neuer a dele said \e kyng did flle^ 
Aliens to auaunce oij))er in lond or rent* 
To mak disturbaunce j^ei held a parlement. 
Of ^ aliens ilk taile )« lond voided clere^ 
Of {'e kyng & hb consaile }pt\ sent a messengere. 
\t ' kyng sent }mm ageyn^ hb barons alk |)ei grette. 
At Oxenford certeyn ^ day of parlement sette. 

J\jl \i\B parlement rested )?at distaunce^ 

For \ei was it ent, aliens to auaunce. 

\t kynge*s state here paires, }K)rgh conseil of barooDy 

To him & his heyres grete disheriteson. 

Of wardes & relcfe ]mt barons of him held, 

\ex ne was ore of chefe, tille him no ^ng suld ;eld ; 

& (^r ]»t held of {'am, ]>er \t kyng felle be partie^ 

Nouht of \dX suld claym of all )^t seignorie. 

Tille ilk a lordyng suld ward & relefe fidle, 

Bot tille ]7e kyng no }>ing, he was forbarred alle. 

\e kyng perceyued nouht of }>at ilk desceit, 

\e chartre was forth bnmht with wittnes enseled streit. 



' Le Reis les respoant, [vel^ 
Le Rays pur respouns] jour 
les fet doner, Tut drait [oc/, 



droyt] a Oxenforde la parle- 
menter, [oe/, a Oxenford t tooT 
parlementer,] MSS. GM. 
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' Ne no men J^at were strange in courte suld haf no myght^ 
Ne office to do no chance witbou ten }fe comon sight. 
)ns ]>ei did him suere, als he was kyng & knyght, 
)^t oth suld he were, & maynten weie ]mt right. 

X HE kyng was holden hard, ]>orgh }7at he had saom, 
His frendes afterward, )x> J^at were next born, 
)>e com to him & said, *^ Sir, we sc \m ille, 
*^ \\ lordschip is doun hid, & led at 6\pex wille. 
<( We sc ]7is ilk erronre nouht )h>u ynderstode. 
^Mt is a dishonoure to j^e & to ]>i blode, 
^^ ]h>u has so bonden |)e, )wi iede })e ilk a dele. 
•^ At l^er wille salle Jtou be, Sir, we se it wele, 
^^ Calle ageyn \m oth, diede ]h>u no manace, 
<< Nou}>er of lefe ne loth, \\ lordschip to pnrchace, 
^< ]h>u may fuUe lightly haf absolatioun, 
'^ For it was a gilery, ]h>u knew not \ex tresoun. 
^^ )k)u has frendis inowe in Inglond & in France, 
<^ If )x>u turne to j^e rowe, ]>ei salle drede I'e chance. 
1 {^ kyng listned |)e sawe, at }7at consail wild do, 
\t barons had grete awe, whan ]>ei wbt he wild so. 



' £t qe nul estraunge en 
court eyt pnssaunce, Ne qe 
le Rey sannz eli de tere nul 
aaaonce, Ne mette en baylle 
saunz lour ordinaunce, tn the 
French MS. of the Heralds 
Office. And so also in one of 
Mr.Anstis^s Copiesjunless it be 
th<ii U hath ^y for ejt\ but in 



Baronet 
miaeniut 
pro 8y- 

mooede* 
d«" 



the other of his Copies the pas* ^^^^ 
sage is read thus: Ke nul 
alyens en curt eust pussaunce. 
Si noun par assent de commun 
Yolyaunce. Et ke la Rays 
apres de terres nul auaunce, 
Si Englays ne sait et de la 
nessaonce. * Dele. 
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\t\ tok & sent )>er sond after Sir Symoun. 

)7e Mountfort out of lond was, whan )ns was don. 

A message |)ei him sent, }>e Moontfort son home cam^ 

\e barons with on assent to Sir Symon j^ei nam. 

\A teld him \e proocsse of aHe \tx comon sawe^ 

& he as fble alle fresse fulle eth |>er to to drawe. 

Withouten his conseile, or \t kyi^*s wittyng. 

To maynten )>er tirpeile he snore ageyn \t kyng, 

)>e statute for to hold in werre & in pes, 

\e poyntes }nt )«i him told, }?erfor his life he les. 

Hardely dar I say he did a perte folie, 

Als wys men \\& way, here &rst ]>e to]>er partie. 

De goem {^IR Symon was hastif, hk sonnes & \t barons 

Inter regem ^ , . - ^ , 

ft hATooes Sone pei reised strif, brent pe kynge's tonnes, 
MooDfort. & his castds tok, held }nm in \ex bandoun. 

OiTbis iondes ]>ei schok, & robbed yp & dona. 

)x> ))at ]7er purueiance of Oxenford not held, 

With scheld & with lance fend him in ]>efeld. 

In alle )7is barctte ^^e kyng & Sir Symon 

Tille a lokyug }7am sette, of )>e prince suld it be don. 

An oth suore JTci )7are, to stand to ]7e ordinance, 

Oner J^e se to fare bifor Philip of France^ 

At hb dome suld it be, withoute refusyng. 

)>er for went ouer )« se Sir Henry our kyng. 

|>e queue wild not duelle, to }>e kyng gan hir hie. 

)>us my boke gan telle, scho tok grete yilanie 

Of Jhj Londreis alle, whan scho of London went. 

Whi J>at it suld falle I ne wote what it ment ; 



Bot 
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Bot whan )>e kyng of Fntnoe had knowea certeynly, 
)^t )>e purueianoe disberite kyng Henry, 
He quassed it ilk dele ]H>rgh jugement. 
\t kyng was p^ied wele, & home to Inglond went. 
Whan Sir Symon wist, \e dome ageyn )>am gon. 
His felonie forth thrist, samned his men ilkon, 
Displaied his banere, lift yp hb dragoun, 
Sone salle jfi here \t foUe of Symoiin. 

X HE crle did mak a chare at London ]>orgh gilery, De beilo 

apod 

Himself )wr in suld fare, & seke he wend to ly. 

Sexti ]H>usand of London armed men fulle stoute 

To )>e chare were fondon, to kepe it wele for donte. 

]>er yt bataile suld be, to Leans ]»i gan ]7am alie, 

|>e kyng & his meyne were in ]7e priorie. 

Symoun com ijQ |)e feld, & put yp his banere, 

\e kyng schewed forth bis scheld, his dragon fulle austere. 

J>e kyng said on hie, *• Symon ieo vous defie ; 

Edward was bardie, ^ Londres gan he ascrie. 

He smote in alle ]>€ route, & sesid him \>e chare, 

Disconfited alle aboute )>e Londreis ]»t |)er ware. 

Edward wend wele baf fonden ]>e erle f^er in, 

Disceyued ilk a dele, be went & mygbt not wyn. 

Towbille Sir Edward was aboute ^^e chare to take, 

jfe kynge's side, alias ! Symoun did doun schake. 

Unto fe kynge's partie Edward turned tite, 

I'an bad pe erle \fe maistrie, }>e kyng was disconfite, 

|>e soth to say & chese, )>e chare's gilerie 

Did Sir Edward lese ^t day ]7e maistrie. 
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]>e ' fourteDd day of May I'e batail of Leans waai 
A ]H>U8and & tuo hundreCh aexti & foure in pas; 
Rex AU 1 ]>e kyng of Almayn ivas taken to prisoun. 

Of Scotlond Jon Comyn was kft in a donjomi* 






The ba- 
te!] at 



ft erle of Wafenne, I wote^ he scaped oner )^ se^ 
& Sir Hugh Bigote als with \fe erle fled he. 
Many faire ladie lese hir lord ]»t day, 
& many gode bodie slayn at Leans lay. 
)>e nambre non wrote, for telle ))am mot no man, 
Bot he }nl alle wote, & alle }nng ses & can. 
Edward, fed. was ;ing, with his owen rede, 
For his faderfe kyng himself to prison bede* 
For ^ kyng of Almayn his neuow was ostage, 
In prison ncre a ^ere was Edward in cage. 



' Others say the l^h. of 
May, See Stowe^s Annals^ 
pag. 194. Ed.fol. Bui not so 
rightly^ as I take it. See Dug* 
daie^s Baronage^ Tome L 
/1. 408. Rastall says in his 
Chronicle^ thai it was fought 
the 23c/. of May.— And than 
(says he) the barons with a 
great multytude of the citye of 
London | and with a great 
boost of other people came 
agaynst the kynge — betwene 
whome the. xxlii. day of May 
was fought a mamelons cmell 
battell at Lewys | andtheLon. 
doners that gane the fyrst as. 
sent I by reason of the sharpe 
shot of Arowes & strokes gyuen 



by them of the kynges partes 
began to drawe backe. 

But the barons incurrag- 
ed theyr men in snebe wyse 
that they nat onely set Tpon 
them with fresshe men | bat 
incurraged so them that gaue 
backe | that they turned a. 
gayne & fought so fersly that 
the kynges parte gaue backe | 
Sc the kyng lost the fylde. 
where the kyng hym sdife 
Sc the kyng of Romayns & 
Edwarde the kynges son 
were takyn prisoners & many- 
other mo I and. xz. M. men 
slayne for this battell contj* 
nued the more part of the 
day. * Prwjigey Sf. 

Abontc 
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Aboute with Sir Symoon )^ kyng went )?at ^ere. 
Cite, civile & toon alle was in ]>e erle's dangere. 
It was on a day Edward ]>oaht a wile, 
He said he wild asay )wr hors alle in a mile. 
He asayed ffam bi & bi^ & retreied jfam ilkone, 
& stoned yam aUe wery, standand stille as stone. 
A snyft stede )wr was a lady )nder sent, 
Edward knowe his pas, J^e last of alle him hent^ 
Asaied him yp & doun, suyftest he was of alle. 
\fai kept him in prisoun^ Edward did him calle^ 
*^ Maister haf gode day, soiome wille no more^ 
^' I salle ;it, if I may my soiome, trauaile sore* 
}>e stede he had asaied, & knew pai he was gode. 
In to }>e watere he straied, & passed wele ]fai flode. 
f Whan Edward was ouere graciously & wele, 
He hoped haf reconere at Wigeroore castele. 
Edward is wbely of prison scaped oute, 
Felaus he fond redy, & mad his partie stoute. 
\>e erle*s sonnes wer hauteyn, did many folie dede, 
I'at teld a knyght certeyn to ]>e erle als pei boj'e jede*, 

XHE erle ^ede on a day, to play him with a knyg^tjt 
& asked him on his play, ** what haf I be sight ? 
}>e knyght ansuerd & said, << in 30W a faute men ^Jide, 
^* & is an ille rpbraid, J^at ;e ere nere bljnde. 
fe erle said, ** nay perde, I may se right wele. 
pe knyght said, ^< Sir nay, ;e ynne]> is any dele. 
^' For )H>a has ille sonnes, foles & vnwise, 
*^ per dedes )K>a not mones, ne nouht wille pam chastise. 



Edwardw 
eraiit d« 
carcere 
Hcrfordici 
Etdeera* 



Eeeedlo- 
tDmmilitii 
ad 
defilUi. 
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^^ I rede \on gyae gode tent, & chastise l^m sone, 
^^ For ]fvm ^e may be schent, for vengeance is granted heme. 
\t erle ansuerd nouht, he lete }feX word oner go, 
No f'ing }per on he ]>ouht, tille vengeance felle on )h>. 
Ener were hb sonnes hauteyn, & bold for J^er partie, 
Bo)« to knyght & sneyn did \e\ vilanie. 
For lefe ne for loth, foUe wild }^i not spare^ 
Wherfor wex with J^am wrotli Sir Gilbert of Clare. 
Sir Gilbert herd say of JTer dedes ille, 
Of non \t had ay to stynt ne hold |^m stille. 
)«r of Edward herd say, ]>at Gilberd turned his wille^ 
To Gilbert tok his way, his Inf to tak & tille. 
Sone \A were at one, with wille at on assent 
His luf fro Munfort gon I(elle Symon for schent. 
Trenth togidere \A plight Edward & Gilbert, 
Ageyn Symon to fight, for onht Jiat mot be herd. 
De fliiii Mercy suld non haue Symon no his sonnes, 
■cuititia CO- JNo raunson suld pam saue for doute of dredc eftsones. 
totmn. Schent is ilk baroun, now Gilbert turnes grim, 
\t Mountfort Sir Symoun most affied on him. 
" Alias I Sir Gilbert )h)u turned J>in oth, 
*' kt Stryuelyn men it herd, how God \ex for was wroth. 

X HE erle sonnes vp & doun of parties mad fei bosf, 
Towhils at Northamptoun fise kynges gadred ost. 
Symon sonnes it left, to Killyngworth fei went, 
& \tt J?e soiorned eft, J)er rioterie ]7am schent. 
Suilk ribaudie )jei led, Jjei gaf no tale of wham, 
Towhils Sir Edward had seisid alle Euesham. 
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f ))e fift day it was after Lammesse tide« iv beiiode 

Kuethain 

& writen is in pat pas, at Eaesbam gan pei ride. yer ti^tum 



In \fe alder next ]iat ]fe bataile Yfsa of Leans, 

t^ gynnyng of heruest, as ))e story scheanvesi 

Com Symon to feld, & )^t inras maugre his, 

Or euer he lift his scbeld, his i¥ist it ;ed amys. 

He YfBs on his stede, displaied his banere, 

He sauh )?at treson ;ede, doun went his powere. 

He sauh Sir Edward ride, batailed him ageyn, 

Gloucestre ]>e to}>er side, ]7an wist )>e erle certeyn, 

His side suld doun falle, tille his he said sone : 

^^ God haf oor sanies alle, our dayes ere alle done^ 

Edward first in rode, & perced alle \>e pres. 

]>o J'at him abode ]>er lyues alle )>ei les. 

He mad his fader quite of prison ]7er he lay, 

Deliuerd him als tite with dynt of suerd ]7at day. 

Hard was ]nii bataile, & ouer grete \fe folie. 

So scharply gan J^ai assaile, so mykille folk gan die. 

Stoutly was jfat stoure, long lastand f^at fight, 

\fe day lost his coloure, & mirk was as ))e nyght. 

)7e lif of many man )mt ilk day was lorn, 

)x> pSLi it first bigan wrotherhaile wer ]>ei bom. 

J^ OW is ]>e bataile smyten. Sir Symon is \>er slayn, 

His sonnes, als ;e witen, died on pai playn. 

His membres of ]>ei schare, & bare ]iam to present 

Sir Hugh Despenser, J^are als he to dede went. 

Sir Rauf ]>e gode Basset did Yet his endyng, 

Sir Pers of Mountfort fet his dede at {'at samenyng. 
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Sir Gay Baliol died \oit a j^ong knyght & haidf , 

He was pleyned more )mii o]>er tnenty. 

|)ise & many mo died in ]mt stoure, 

)« kyng may sandy go, & maynten his honoar* 

Pris J'an has )« somie, )« fadere maistric, 

l^er went Northampton, so wild kyng Henrie. 

AlJl I'e parlement was fleraed barons fide, 
\t countas of Leicestre, hir sonnes wild no man ^pele. 
De putia- Ober lordes inowe of erles ft baroans, 

■entoaiNid 

KOTthuH To ))e wod som drowe, & som left in prisouns. 



To say longly or schorte, alle armes bare. 
' Almerik or Mountfbrt depriued was ]iare, 
& ]>e tresorie, )^t he had in kepyi^, 
& gaf ]iat ilk bailie (or \e Mortimere sonne png. 

DeOctobo- ] A legate Ottobon ^ pape hider sent, 

To mak ))e barons on porgh his prechement. 
\e qnene com out of France, & with hir alle )h>, 
))at for ))e purueiance were exild to go, 
Saue Jon }pe Mannselle, he died bijond \t se, 
Als chance for him felle, ))e io}pei welcom be« 

A*. M*. f A thousand & tuo hundred, & sex & sexti, 

ccmo. 

ixTi*. ]iat )^t er fled & sundrcd ]7o rise ageyn Henri. 

For after j^e takyng of Kilyngworth castellc, 
)>e flemed ageyn }pe kyng ros eft fuUe rebellc. 



' Emerike de MouDtfort 
tloqes fu pryucz Dela tresorye, 
dount fust estallez En leglyse 



Seint Pere, de Euerwik nomes, 
Als fiz le Mortymer le Rey lad 
donez, MSS. Gall. 

For 
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For ]>e men jnA were fled disherited of ]fcr Umdes, 

To purches }wn jfei Bped, now ilk of ))am so fondes. 

Robert of Fcrers he robbed hdj^ & sloah 

Bi nyght in stede sers, & tille his felawes diouh. 

Of {'am was ]>er non {rat liifed kyng Henry, 

To Cliestrefeld ilkon )>e com vngratiously. 

]« kyng did ))am spie with gode men of renoun. 

Com on't'am priuelie, assailed ]>am in )ie tonn. 

)?e barons fauht ageyn, {^ wist of no socoure, 

Many of ]mm wer slayn, &8om passed at honour. 

I>at was ]>e gode Deynile, he did wele his deuere, 

yat stoure he hdd a while, & passed quite & dere. 
I In }>e monyng efl bigan a new stoure, 

Robert Ferers )?er left, Baudewyn ]>e vauasoure 

Lord of Chestrefeld, ]>ise myght not lightly fle. 

]7er sidealle doun held, taken were {^er meyne^ 

Robert Wollerton, I trowe for som trespas. 

He had grete imoun, on Kene hanged he was. 
f {'is douhty Deyuilt his name was Sir Jon, 

Of Axholm to }« He he scaped himself ahm. 

For to robbe & rene, )>er he held his haunt. 

He wild spare ne lene burgeis no merchaunt. 

& whan he died him ouht, for oueroomyngof mo 

Toward ))e South he sooht, als he were non of ]^f 

Bot as a passand man, felawes forto seke^ 

So often away he wan, & vmwhile cheke bi cheke. 

]his did ^pe Deyuile more ]wa haf a ^ere, 

& gadred him J^at while inouh of poweve. 

f Whan 
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f Whan \A wer inowe, on whilk ]>ei motafiCi 
Dft nipaci. To Lyncoln ))ei drowe, & \ex \t\ 8uld relie. 
miapud |>e tuelft day of Aprile, inrhan ))er poivere was grete, 
niam. ' & Went allc at o wile^ in to Lyncoln ))ei schete. 

]>orghout]7e Joeiy \e\ robbed ]iani & slouh^ 
\e cofres with tresory })e broken & ^ awey dronh. 
))e chartres & \e scris )>at noied Cristen men, 
))at lay for vsure in pris elleuen als for ten, 
Were casten in fire & brent in podels vilaynly, 
Of Jues slayn & schent a hundred & sexty. 
f Whan Sir Edward herd, J^at \A had Lyncoln taken, 
& \e Juerie misferd, ]>er tresorie onerschaken, 
He sped him ]>ider in haste, with hilled hors of pris, 
He com & fond alle waste, away were \o enmys, 
))ei went to \e ilde of Hely vnto Sir Hugh Pecche, 
)>ei manned )^m so boldely, on ]>am had non entre. 
Edward lete not wele, ))at he with )^m not mette, 
To Kilyngworth castele he went, ^ sege to sette. 
Fro M idsomeretide to \e Apostle S, Thomas 
{>e fled mayntend }>er side, ]7e castelle holden was. 
For alle ^at ))ider went, Sir Edward & ilkon, 
Untille \e p^pe sent his legate Ottobon* 
Whan l^is legate was comen, of som he was bisouht, 
In forward out ))ci nomen, els wild )>ei nouht. 
Sir Henry of Hastyng he ;ald it bi his wille, 
Ouer alle maner \\ng life & lymmes haf stille, 
& alle \et tresorie, )>at )>erin was fonden, 
Withouten yilenie vnto J>e pes bonden. 



I'is 
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pis legate Ottobond'inad a cursyng hard 
Of ]^m euerilkone, })at brak ]>at afterward ; 
& som of \tt heyres so hard charged wore, 
& jit many k peyres, & som has satled sore, 
f Jxm went \\s Ottobone ]H)rghout }pe cantre,' 
& quaynted him with ilkone, lewed & ordine, 
ft many of ]7am wer mendid of folies ]M>rgh his dome^ 
& he ]>e better spendid als he went to Rome. 

OiR Edward rnto )w ilde he went of Hely, 
With many man fnlle wilde to bat aile redy. 
Edward alle aboate he spied in to ride, 
With in had \e\ no doute, defendid on ilk side. 
So ageyn Edward }>ei held it half a jere, 
\e\ sauh Ipe s^ so hard, )>ei sent a messengere, 
}>ei ilde fiirto yAAe at his owen biddyng. 
If he ])am sane wilde ageyn Henry our kyng. 
Edward was curteys, & man fuUe of mercy. 
With hors & hcmeys he went to kyng Henry. 
I Right in alle ))is fare wex an enel cbek, 
Ageyn Gilbert of Clare J>e kyng was in contek. 
Sir Edward was witnes, whi )>e wrath suld be, 
Bot jit to me it es fbrsoth als priuete. 
)« men )7at were in )>e ilde of ))is contek herd, 
\e ^OBseiled ]7am a while, & silken to London ferd 
To Gilbert of Clare, & may n tend his powere. 
With him bileft )jei J>are a quarter of a jcre. 
Men in hert it kas(, )>at were of gode avis, 
It myght not long last suilk werre & partis^ 

Vol. I. 9 J,e 
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l>e partis conseile heot, messengers {^ cbes^ 
Unto ]>e kyng ]>ei sent, for a finalle pes. 
At \>e last right nede, pesed behoued it be. 
So pat ilk man ;ede witli pes to his cuntre* 

JiiDWARD als so qaik toward \>e North him sped^ 
\>e castelle of Alnewik he tok, & with him led 
\)e gode lord Yescy, jmi was so trew a knyght. 
To kepe ]7at seignory he tok tille on )7at myght. 
Sir Edward com to Londoni l^er was his fader Henry. 
OiTknes he feUe to grounde, & praied for the 7escy. 
^ kyng was fulle curteis, forgaf him ilk a dele, 
)>e lord of Kilyngworlh ids J^at tyme sped wele* 
His body did )« saue withouten prisounj 
Hb londes forto haue, he gaf J^e kyng raunson* 
f Right als ]>is werre was ent, & )>e lond in states 
]7e pape his buUe sent hider ynto J^e l^ate, 
& comanded him to preche JHirgh alle ]>e lond, 
]>e Sarazins do grete wreche, \fe Cristen for to schond. 
Unto ))e kyng of France was sent an o)>er legate, 
{'at teld him of J'at chance, whan Lowys herd of peAf 
Himself )>e first was croised on his flessh. 
Forto wend ]^t pas, his wille was euer fressh. 
Sir Henry of })is lond was psii ilk wille, 
His Sonne f^er to him bond, his fader mot lene stille« 
Sir Edward toke ]fe croice, for his fader to go, 
Jhesu }h)u grant him voice, to venge him on pi fo* 
Aimo M*. A I'ousand tuo I^undred mo, & sexti & ten^ 
Lxv. Sir Edward forto go he gadres him douhty men. 

The 



k 



HenrUms tertius Bex. SS7 

X ilE next Letenes tide Sir Lowys went his way. 
No langere wild he bide, for J'ing )>at men mot say. 
With erles & barouns, with knyghtes gode of plight^ 
Ah suilk prince of renoun felle to haf }H)rgh right. 
He hied him fulle jare toward ]>e Grekis se^ 
psuak God his gode fare, whan he schipped suld be. 
Withouten any hime \>e wynde gan him driue 
Untitle \fe lond of ' time, & )>er he gan yp ariue. 
]fe Sarazins to destroie fulle nobUly he gan, 
\>e Cristendam mot it noie \>e dede of suilk a man, 
* Long dured he nouht, si]>en he comen was, 
Bot ]fhi God wille haf wrouht els hb dede, alias ! 

X HE next hernest folowand Edward was fulle jare, 

Bi Rome he went ]fai land, with ]fe pape spak he Jmre. 

Si]>en in Gezile alle ]>e wyntere he lay. Iter ani. 

j^ somer com in a while, & he went on his way, ternun 

In j)e se sailand to ' time, & whan he com to lond 

Tilling com him yntime, Sir Lowys dede he fond« 

\fet duelled he no more, title Acres went our kyng, 

\)e Cristen ]fai ]>er wore wer fayn of his comyng. 

Grete folk of Frisland, ]7at to Acres were comen, 

Tille him ))ei were willand, for lord jfei alle him nomen. 

)7e oste was sprede fulle wide, about Acres {^at lay, 

Alle paemie ]>at tide was in grete affray* 



•anctam. 



' Sic MS. Rectiusy Tune, {i.e. \ termiDay t, MSS. Gall. » Sic 
Tones, sive Thouaes, ut in etiam 4' hoc loco MS. nostr. 



Codd. Gall.) * Moat fu grant 
damage, qe yiaer ne poayt, 
Mort le prbt, alias I sa Tie 



Angl, at Tune poiius legend. 
Nam. Tunes iive Toones in 
Codd. Gall. 
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Of men of annes bold ]>e nainbie]?dl ame^ 

A thousand & tao hundred told of Cristen men bi 

' )« lond t^i 8uld haf wonne jMngh powefe }iat Jiei hady^ 

Bot if trcson had gonne, & }H)igh diiceit bien lad. 

Mykelle was ^ drede )>orgh out paemie, 

J^tsCristendam at nede mot haf suilk cheoaiiie. 

fe Soudan was in wehere ^ Cristen had soilk oste. 

Sir Edwarde's powere ouer alle he dred mo9te, 

)«rfor day & nyght he was in grete studie^ 

On what maneie he myght Edward slo t^orgh spie* 

I>i>»n^ XhER es a stedeof wjnne, lei calle it haui asiibe^ 
pobaitaiii i^en norise childre her inne, on merveilous wise* 

Inter San^ ' ' ' 

^te^it^ Euer in joy 8c blisse^ in alk ]mt ]fei may do, 
tor pneri Kei wene it sidle neuer misse, ne ober dede com. to. 
]>ei faire right als dos foles, )^ do as men )>am say^ 
J'e childir of }^o scoles, ))ei {^inkto lyue ay. 
\>e Soudan of \>o in clo]^ of gold him clad, 
Tille Edward suld he go, & do as J^e Soudan bad. 
A letter \>is fole tok) bad him for nessh or hard 
I'eron suld no manloke, bot only Sir Edward. 
Envenomed kuyfe he bare also priuely, 
I>at non )>er of were ware, who so stod him by* 
Bi )Nun self alone in chambir suld \>ei be, 
So bad ]>e Soudone schewe him his priuete. 



ipCTTl- 

▼cre. 



La tere fa loar wayne i fust la meschaunce, qe les 
par peer saanz descdt, Ne I encombrayt, GaUice. > Sic. 
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'^ & whan )>oa sees leyserej ))at be ne perceyae )>i mtlCf 
^^ With ^ knyf him ' to with ))e knyfe him to smite, 
f Comen is )?e Sarazin to.speke with Sir Edward^ 
Clad in cIo)>e8 fyii} himself is a mosard. 

He said he wild speke with )re kyng priuely^ j^ ^ol^^. 

Conseile non to breke, no telle it alle on by. Edlni^ 

Sir Edward granted wele, tille his chambre him hroiiht| 
Of treson neuer a dele^ no )nng ))er on he ]>ouht, 
J^e letter in hb hand laid^ enselid & in silke boiindCf 
|>e envenomed knyfe out braid, & gaf Edward a wounde. 
To, I wene, he lauht, als his Romance sais^ 
A trestille Edward raaht, J^at heuy was of pais. 
]^ Sarazin so he smote in J^e hede with ]fat treste, 
)>at bmyn & blode alle bote & i^en alle out gan brest* 

^ O W for Edward woundes ]fe Cristen ere sori^ 

jftit with in fo stoundes ere chances &llen selli. 

His surgien him tolde, if he suld him saue^ 

& his lif holde, teste behoued him haue* 

yat was a mischance, ]iat ))er hede doun lay, 

&; )7e kyng of France died ]mi o]>er day. 

A noj^r jit more stark, \)e pape pat tyme was dede, 

& ]>e patriark ]>e legate liggis in lede. 

}>e kyng of Nauer bight his help to Sir Edward, 

In Cecile )>e dede him dight, als he was ]7iderward. 

* To God his fader foundes mad his testament, 

Sir Edward of his woundes was in grete tourment. 



' Sic cum ipatio. quodnam 
teroverbum desiivernaculum^ 



i Gallicis non coUigo. * Sire 
Edward par sea playes est en 

graat 



230 Henricus iertius ReJt. 

After ]fc Martynmesse ))at be died here. 
He regned more ne lesse \fan sex, & fifty ^ere. 
At Westmynstere be lis toumbed richely, 
in a marble bis of bim is mad story. - 
Sen jmt he was dede God bas scbewed his life. 
Edward with his rede in bis lyue tok a wife, 
fe kynge's doubter of Spayn da Helianore fulle pog. 
Of hir iairhede was feyn Edward oar ^ong kyng. 
In Acres of hir is born a mayden childe dame Jone, 
• Was non fairer bifom of Inglis als scho one. 
I*, A ]>0U8and & tno hundred \>e date sexti & tuelue 

Sir Edward help is sundred, o lyue b bot him seine, 
f ])e day of Saynt Edmound, })at martir ' is& kyng^ 
Demorte Sir Henry -at Londoon in God mad bis endyng. 

Henricl 

JUgb tertiL ]>at tyme his sonne Edward was in paemie, 

His chance felle \fer so bard^ })at home behoued him hie. 
For alle bis help was dede, als I said beforn, 
jna lond behoued baf hede, his heritage in born. 
]7e date of Criste pundred, J^es feic jeres to mene 

Anno. ^ ]H)usand & tuo hundred sexti & fourtene. 



LZZIU*. 



grant torment, Le Rey Henry 
son pere ad fet soun testament. 
Apres le seint Martyn kaunt 
Malady e Iny prent, L. &. tI. 
annz fu Reis enterement. II 
gbt a Wemonstere en toumbe 
[yel en toumbez] richemcnt, 
Sachez ke diea [vel deus] pur 
ly ouer apertement, MSS. 
Gail. 
» This U the %Oth. of Nov. 



but then others (among whom 
is Rastail)observep that he died 
on the day of Saint Edmund 
<irchbishop of Canterbury^ 
which is the I6th. of thai 
Monthj ahdlhis Hook upon as 
the truest accounty notwithm 
standing theformer is followed 
{through mistake) by Dr* 
Bradyy contrary to his own 
Author Matthew Paris. 

UN 
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